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<^  TO 


THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE 


HENRY  BOYLE,  ESQ. 

Sir, 

As  the  professed  design  of  this  work  is  to  en- 

X  tertain  its  readers  in  general,  without  giving  of- 

^  fence  to  any  particular  person,  it  would  be  diffi^ 

^  cult  to  find  out  so  proper  a  patron  for  it  as  your- 

^  self,  there  being  none  whose  merit  is  more  uni- 

^  versally  acknowledged  by  all  parties,  and  who 

has  made  himself  more  friends  and  fewer  enemies. 

Your  great  abilities,  and  unquestioned  integrity, 

in  those  high  employments  which  you  have 

passed  through,  would  not  have  been  able  to  have 

raised  you  this  general  approbation,  had  they  not 

been  accompanied  with  that  moderation  in  a  high 

fortune,   and  that  affability  of  manners,  which 

are  so  conspicuous  through  all  parts  of  your  life. 

Your  aversion  to  any  ostentatious  arts  of  setting 

to  show  those  great  services  which  vou  have  done 

-    the  public,  has  not  likewise  a  little  contributed 

^  to  that  universal  acknowledgment  which  is  paid 

^  yon  by  your  country. 

^  The  consideration  of  this  part  of  your  charac- 
"  ter,  is  that  which  hinders  me  from  enlargmg  on 
5?  those  extraordinary  talents,  which  have  givexv 


IV  DEDCIATION. 

you  SO  great  a  figure  in  the  British  Senate,*  as 
well  as  m  that  elegance  and  politeness  which  ap- 
pear in  your  more  retired  conversation.  I  should 
be  unpardonable,  if,  after  what  I  have  said,  I 
should  longer  detain  you  with  an  address  of  this 
nature:  1  can  not,  however,  conclude  it  without 
owning  those  great  obligations  which  you  have 
laid  upon,  sir, 

Your  most  obedient 
humble  servant, 

THE  SPECTATOR. 

•  Mr.  Boyle  was  appointed  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
to  King  William  in  1708,  he  was  made  one  of  the  principal 
Secretaries  of  State,  and  afterwards  created  Lord  Charlr 
ton* 
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CfroHs  anhelana,  muUa  agendo  nihil  agens, 

Phadb.  Fab.  v.  2. 

Out  of  breath  to  no  purpose,  and  very  busy  about  nothing. 

As  I  was  yesterday  morning  walking  with  Sir 
Roger  before  his  house,  a  country  fellow  brought 
him  a  huge  fish,  which  he  told  him  Mr.  William 
Wimble*  had  caught  that  very  morning;  and 
that  he  presented  it,  with  his  service  to  him,  and 
intendea  to  come  and  dine  with  him.  At  the 
same  time  he  delivered  a  letter,  which  my  friend 
read  to  me  as  soon  as  the  messenger  left  him. 

'  SIR  ROGER, 

*  I  desire  you  to  accept  of  a  jack,  which  is  the 
best  I  have  caught  this  season.  I  intend  to  come 
and  stay  with  you  a  week,  and  ^ee  how  the  perch 
bite  in  the  Black  River.  I  observed,  with  some 
concern,  the  last  time  I  saw  you  upon  the  bowl- 
ing-green, that  your  whip  wanted  a  lash  to  it;  I 
wfll  oring  half  a  dozen  with  me  that  I  twisted 

•  An  account  of  this  Yorkshire  gentleman  is  g^ven  No. 
269;  his  name  was  Thomas  Morecraft.  See  also  Nos.  109, 
126, 131. 
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last  week,  which  1  hope  will  serve  you  all  the 
time  you  are  in  the  country.  I  have  not  been 
out  of  the  saddle  for  six  days  last  past,  having;  been 
at  Eton  with  Sir  John's  eldest  son.  He  takes  to 
his  learning  hugely.     1  am,  Sir, 

Your  humble  servant. 

Will  Wimble/ 

This  extraordinary  letter,  and  message  that  ac- 
companied it,  made  me  very  curious  to  know 
the  character  and  quality  of  the  gentleman  who 
sent  them;  which  1  found  to  be  as  follow:  Will 
Wimble  is  younger  brother  to  a  baronet,  and  de- 
scended of  the  ancient  'family  of  the  Wimbles. 
He  is  now  between  forty  and  fifty;  but  being 
bred  to  no  business,  and  born  to  no  estate,  he 
generally  lives  with  his  elder  brother  as  superin- 
tendant  of  his  game.  He  hunts  a  pack  or  dogs 
better  than  any  man  in  the  country,  and  is  very 
famous  for  finding  out  a  hare.  He  is  extremely 
well  versed  in  all  the  little  handicrafts  of  an  idle 
man:  he  makes  a  May-fly  to  a  miracle;  and  fur- 
nishes the  whole  county  with  angle  rods.  As  he 
is  a  good-natured  officious  fellow,  and  very  much 
esteemed  upon  account  of  his  family,  he  is  a  wel- 
come guest  at  every  house,  and  keeps  up  a  good 
correspondence  among  all  the  gentlemen  about 
him.  He  carries  a  tulip-root  in  nis  pocket  from 
one  to  another,  or  exchanges  a  puppy  between  a 
couple  of  friends  that  live  perhaps  in  the  opposite 
sides  of  the  county.  Will  is  a  particular  favour- 
ite of  all  the  young  heirs,  whom  he  frequently 
obliges  with  a  net  that  he  has  weaved,  or  a  set- 
ting dog  that  he  has  made  himself.  He  now  and 
then  presents  a  pair  of  garters  of  his  own  knitting 
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to  their  mothers  or  sisters;  and  raises  a  great  deal 
of  mirth  among  them,  by  inquiring  as  often  as  he 
meets  them,  how  they  wear?  These  gentleman- 
like, manufactures  and  obliging  little  humours 
make  Will  the  darling  of  the  country. 

Sir  Roger  was  proceeding  in  the  character  of 
him,  when  we  saw  him  make  up  to  us  with  two 
or  three  hazel  twigs  in  his  hand  that  he  had  cut 
in  Sir  Roger's  woods  as  he  came  through  them  in 
his  way  to  the  house.  I  was  very  much  pleased 
to  observe  on  one  side  the  hearty  and  sincere 
welcome  with  which  Sir  Roger  received  him, 
and  on  the  other,  the  secret  joy  which  his  guest 
discovered  at  sight  of  the  good  old  Knight.  Af- 
ter the  first  salutes  were  over.  Will  desired  Sir 
Roger  to  lend  him  one  of  his  servants  to  carry  a 
set  of  shuttle-cocks  he  had  with  him  in  a  little 
box,  to  a  lady  that  lived  about  a  mile  ofi",  to  whom 
it  seems  he  had  promised  such  a  present  for  above 
this  half  year.  Sir  Roger's  back  was  no  sooner 
turned,  but  honest  Will  began  to  tell  me  of  a 
large  cock-pheasant  that  he  had  sprung  in  one 
of  tne  neignbouring  woods,  with  two  or  three 
other  adventures  of  the  same  nature.  Odd  and 
uncommon  characters  are  the  game  that  I  look 
for,  and  most  delight  in;  for  which  reason  I  was 
as  much  pleased  with  the  novelty  of  the  person 
that  talked  to  me,  as  he  could  be  for  his  life  with 
the  springing  of  a  pheasant,  and  therefore  listen- 
ed to  him  with  more  than  ordinary  attention. 

^  In  the  midst  of  his  discourse  the  bell  rung  to 
dinner,  where  the  gentleman  I  have  been  speak- 
ing of  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  the  huge  jack 
he  had  caught  served  up  for  the  first  dish  in  a 
most  sumptuous  manner.  Upon  our  sitting  down 
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to  it,  he  gave  us  a  long  account  how  he  hSid  hook- 
ed it/  played  with  it,  Toiled  it,  and  at  length  drew 
it  out  upon  the  bank,  with  several  other  particu- 
lars that  lasted  all  the  first  course.  A  dish  of 
wildfowl  that  carne  afterwards  furnished  conver- 
sation for  the  rest  of  the  dinner,  which  conclud- 
ed with  a  late  invention  of  Will's  for  improving 
the  quail-pipe. 

Upon  withdrawing  into  my  room  after  dinner, 
I  was  secretly  touched  with  compassion  towards 
the  honest  gentleman  that  had  dined  with  us;  and 
could  not  but  consider,  with  a  great  deal  of  con- 
cern, how  so  good  a  heart  and  such  busy  hands 
were  wholly  employed  in  trifles;  that  so  much 
humanity  should  be  so  little  beneficial  to  others, 
and  so  much  industry  so  little  advantageous  to 
himself.  The  same  temper  of  mind  and  applica- 
tion to  affairs  might  have  recommended  nim  to 
the  public  esteem,  and  have  raised  his  fortune  in 
another  station  of  life.  What  good  to  his  coun- 
try, or  himself,  might  not  a  trader  or  merchant 
have  done  with  sucn  useful  though  ordinary  qua- 
lifications? 

Will  Wimble's  is  the  case  of  many  a  younger 
brother  of  a  great  family,  who  had  rather  see 
their  children  starve  like  gentlemen  than  thrive 
in  a  trade  or  profession  that  is  beneath  their  qua- 
lity. This  humour  fills  several  parts  of  Europe 
with  pride  and  beggary.  It  is  the  happiness  of  a 
trading  nation,  like  ours,  that  the  younger  sons, 
though  incapable  of  any  liberal  art  or  profession, 
may  oe  placed  in  such  "a  way  of  life  as  may  per- 
haps enable  them  to  vie  with  the  best  of  their 
family:  accordingly  we  find  several  citizens  that 
were  launched  into  the  world  with  narrow  for- 
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tunes,  rising,  by  an  honest  industry,  to  greater 
estates  than  those  of  their  elder  brothers.  It  is 
not  improbable  but  Will  was  formerly  tried  at 
divinity,  law,  or  physic;  and  that  finding  his  ge- 
nius did  not  lie  that  way,  his  parents  gave  him 
up  at  length  to  his  own  inventions.  But  certain- 
ly, however  improper  he  might  have  been  for 
studies  of  a  higher  nature,  he  was  perfectly  welJ 
turned  for  the  occupations  of  trade  and  commerce. 
As  I  think  this  is  a  point  which  can  not  be  too 
much  inculcated,  I  shall  desire  my  reader  to 
compare  what  I  have  here  written  with  what  I 
have  said  in  my  twenty -first  speculation. 

ADDISON.  L. 


No.  109.     THURSDAY,  JULY  5. 

jSbnormis  aapierw  Hob.  Sat.  2.  1.  2.  v.  3. 

Of  plain  good  sense,  untutor'd  in  the  schools. 

1  WAS  this  morning  walking  in  the  gallery, 
when  Sir  Roger  entered  at  the  end  opposite  to 
me,  and  advancing  towards  me,  said  he  was  glad 
to  meet  me  among  his  relations  the  De  Cover- 
leys,  and  hoped  I  liked  the  conversation  of  so 
much  good  company,  who  were  as  silent  as  my- 
self. 1  knew  he  alluded  to  the  pictures;  and  as 
he  is  a  gentleman  who  does  not  a  little  value  him- 
self upon  his  ancient  descent,  1  expected  he  would 
give  me  some  account  of  them.  We  were  now 
arrived  at  the  upper  end  of  the  gallery,  when  the 
knight  faced  towards  one  of  the  pictures,  and  as 
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we  stood  before  it,  he  entered  into  the  matter, 
after  his  blunt  way,  of  saying  things  as  they  oc- 
cur to  his  imagination,  witout  regular  introduc- 
tion, or  care  to  preserve  the  appearance  of  chain 
of  thought. 

*  It  is,  said  he,  worth  while  to  consider  the 
force  of  dress;  and  how  the  persons  of  one  age 
differ  from  those  of  another,  merely  by  that  only. 
One  may  observe,  also,  that  the  general  fashion  of 
one  age  has  been  followed  bv  one  particular  set 
of  people  in  another,  and  by  them  preserved  from 
one  generation  to  another.  Thus  the  vast  jetting- 
coat  and  small  bonnet,  which  was  the  habit  m 
Henry  the  Seventh's  time,  is  kept  on  in  the  yeo- 
men of  the  guard;  not  without  a  good  and  politic 
view,  because  they  look  a  foot  taller,  and  a  foot 
and  a  half  broader;  besides  that,  the  cap  leaves 
the  face  expanded,  and  consequently  more  terri- 
ble, and  fitter  to  stand  at  the  entrance  of  palaces. 

*  This  predecessor  of  ours,  you  see,  is  dressed 
after  this  manner,  and  his  cheeks  would  be  no 
larger  than  mine,  were  he  in  a  hat  as  I  am.  He 
was  the  last  man  that  won  a  prize  in  the  tilt-yard, 
which  is  now  a  common  street  before  Whitehall. 
You  see  the  broken  lance  that  lies  there  by  his 
right  foot:  he  shivered  that  lance  of  his  adversary 
all  to  pieces,  and  bearing  himself,  look  j'ou.  Sir, 
in  this  manner,  at  the  same  time  he  came  within 
the  target  of  the  gentleman  who  rode  against 
him,  and  taking  him  with  incredible  force  before 
him  on  the  pommel  of  his  saddle,  he  in  that  man- 
ner rid  the  tournament  over,  with  an  air  that 
showed  he  did  it  rather  to  perform  the  rule  of  the 
lists  than  expose  his  enemy :  however,  it  appear- 
ed he  knew  how  to  make  use  of  a  victory,  and 
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with  a  gentle  trot  he  marched  up  to  a  gallery 
where  their  mistress  sat,  for  they  were  rivals, 
and  let  him  down  with  laudable  courtesy  and 

Eardonable  insolence.  I  do  not  know  but  it  might 
e  exactly  where  the  coffee-house  is  now. 

*  You  are  to  know,  this  my  ancestor  was  not 
only  of  a  military  genius,  but  fit  also  for  the  arts 
of  peace,  for  he  played  on  the  bass-viol  as  well 
as  any  gentleman  at  court;  you  see  where  his 
viol  hangs  by  his  basket-hilt  sword.  The  action 
at  the  tilt-yard  you  may.  be  sure  won  the  fair  lady, 
who  was  a  maid  of  honour,  and  the  greatest  beauty 
of  her  time:  here  she  stands  in  the  next  picture. 
You  see.  Sir,  my  great  great  great  grandmother 
has  on  the  new  fashioned  petticoat,  except  that 
the  modern  is  gathered  at  the  waist;  my  grand- 
mother appears  as  if  she  stood  in  a  large  drum, 
whereas  the  ladies  now  walk  as  if  they  were  in  a 
co-cart  For  all  this  lady  was  bred  at  court,  she 
became  an  excellent  country  wife;  she  brought 
ten  children:  and  when  I  show  you  the  library, 
you  shall  see  in  her  own  hand,  allowing  for  tne 
differenceof  the  language,  the  best  receipt  now 
in  England  both  for  an  hasty-pudding  and  a 
white-pot. 

*  If  you  please  to  fall  back  a  little,  because  it 
is  necessary  to  look  at  the  three  next  pictures  at 
one  view;  these  are  three  sisters.  Sne  on  the 
right  hand,  who  is  so  very  beautiful,  died  a  maid; 
the  next  to  her,  still  handsomer,  had  the  same 
fate  against  her  will;  this  homely  thing  in  the 
middle  had  both  their  portions  addfed  to  her  own, 
and  was  stolen  by  a  neighbouring  gentleman,  a 
man  of  stratagem  and  resolution;  tor  he  poisoned 
three  mastifis  to  come  at  her,  and  knocked  down 


12  THE  SPECTATOR.  No.  109. 

two  deer-slealers  in  carrying  her  off.  Misfor- 
tunes happen  in  all  families:  tne  theft  of  this  romp 
and  so  much  money  was  no  great  matter  to  our 
estate.  But  the  next  heir  that  possessed  it  was 
this  soft  gentleman,  whom  you  see  there:  ob- 
serve the  small  buttons,  the  little  boots,  the  laces, 
the  slashes  about  his  clothes,  and  above  all  the 
posture  he  is  drawn  in  Twhich  to  be  sure  was  his 
own  choosing)  you  see  ne  sits  with  one  hand  on 
a  desk  writing,  and  looking  as  it  were  another 
way,  like  an  easy  writer  or  a  sonneteer;  he  was 
one  of  those  who  had  too  much  wit  to  know  how 
to  live  in  the  world;  he  was  a  man  of  no  justice, 
but  great  good  manners;  he  ruined  every  body 
that  had  any  thing  to  do  with  him,  but  never 
said  a  rude  thing  m  his  life:  the  most  indolent 
person  in  the  world;  he  would  sign  a  deed  that 
passed  away  half  his  estate  with  his  gloves  on;  but 
would  not  put  on  his  hat  before  a  lady  if  ft  were 
to  save  his  country.  He  is  said  to  oe  the  first 
that  made  love  by  squeezing  the  hand.  He  left 
the  estate  with  ten  thousand  pounds  debt  upon  it; 
but  however,  by  all  hands  I  have  been  informed 
that  he  was  every  way  the  finest  gentleman  in 
the  world.  That  debt  lay  heavy  on  our  house 
for  one  generation,  but  it  was  retrieved  by  a  gift 
from  that  honest  man  you  see  there,  a  citizen  of 
our  name,  but  nothing  at  all  a-kin  to  us.  I  know 
Sir  Andrew  Freeport  has  said  behind  my  back, 
that  this  man  was  descended  from  one  of  the  ten 
children  of  the  maid  of  honour  I  showed  you 
above;  but  it  wad  never  made  out  We  winked 
at  the  thing  indeed,  because  money  was  wanting 
at  that  time.' 
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Here  I  saw  my  friend  a  little  embarrassed,  and 
tanied  my  face  to  the  next  portraiture. 

Sir  Roger  went  on  with  his  account  of  the  gal- 
lery in  the  following  manner.  *  This  man  (point- 
ing to  him  I  looked  at)  I  take  to  be  the  honour 
ofour  house,  Sir  Humphrey  de  Coverley;  he  was 
inf  his  dealings  as  punctual  as  a  tradesman,  and 
as  generous  as  a  gentleman.  He  would  have 
thought  himself  as  much  undone  by  breaking 
his  word,  as  if  it  were  to  be  followed  by  bank- 
ruptcy. He  served  his  country  as  knight  of  this 
shire  to  his  dying  day.  He  found  it  no  easy 
matter  to  maintain  an  integrity  in  his  words  and 
actions,  even  in  things  that  regarded  the  offices 
which  were  incumbent  upon  him,  in  the  care  of 
his  own  affairs  and  relations  of  life;  and  there- 
fore dreaded,  though  he  had  great  talents,  to  go 
into  employments  of  state,  where  he  must  be*  ex- 
posed to  the  snares  of  ambition.  Innocence  of 
life  and  great  ability  were  the  distinguishing 
parts  of  his  character;  the  latter,  he  had  often  ob- 
served, had  led  to  the  destruction  of  the  former^ 
and  he  used  frequently  to  lament  th^t  great  and 
goofd  had  not  tne  same  signiiicatioil.  tie  wa^ 
an  excellent  husbandman,  but  had  rissolved  not 
to  exceed  such  a  degree  of  wealth;  all  above  it 
he  bestowed  in  secret  bounties  many  years  after 
the  sum  he  aimed  at  for  hisown  use  wa^  attained. 
yet  he  did  not  slacken- his  industry,  btjt,  to  a- 
decent  oW  agp,  spent  the  life  and  fortune  which 
wsis  superfluous- to  himself  in-  t!ie  service  of  his* 
ftiends  and  neighbourS^.^ 

Here  we  werecalled  to  dinner,  and  Sir  Roirer' 
eiddled'the  discour^  of  this  gentleman,  by  telling 
me,  as  we  followed  the  servant,  that  this  his  an^^' 
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cestor  was  a  brave  man,  and  narrowly  escaped 
being  killed  in  the  civil  wars;  *  For  (said  he)  he 
was  sent  out  of  the  field  upon  a  private  message 
the  day  before  the  battle  of  Worcester.'  Tne 
whim  of  narrowly  escaping  by  having  been  with- 
in a  day  of  danger,  with  other  matters  above- 
mentioned,  mixed  with  good  sense,  left  me  at  a 
loss  whether  1  was  more  delighted  with  my 
friend's  wisdom  or  simplicity. 

STEELE.  R. 
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Horror  ubique  animos,  atmul  ipsa  sikntia  terrent, 

ViBo.  JEn.  ii.  755, 

All  things  are  full  of  horror  and  affright. 

And  dreadful  ev'n  the  silence  of  the  night.    Dbtdsv. 

At  a  little  distance  from  Sir  Roger's  house, 
among  the  ruins  of  an  old  abbey,  there  is  a  long 
walk  of  aged  elms;  which  are  shot  up  so  very 
high,  that  when  one  passes  under  them,  the 
rooks  and  crows  that  rest  upon  the  tops  of  them 
seem  to  be  cawing  in  another  region.  1  am  very 
much  delighted  with  this  sort  of  noise,  which  1 
consider  as  a  kind  of  natural  prayer  to  that  Be- 
ing who  supplies  the  wants  of  nis  whole  creation, 
and  who,  in  the  beautiful  language  of  the  Psalms, 
*  fcedeth  the  young  ravens  that  call  upon  him.' 
I  like  tliis  retirement  the  better,  because  of  an  ill 
report  it  lies  under  of  being  haunted;  for  wbich 
reason,  as  I  have  been  told  m  the  family,  no  liv 
ing  creature  ever  walks  in  it  besides  the  chaplain. 
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My  good  friend  the  butler  desired  me,  with  a 
very  grave  face,  not  to  venture  myself  in  it  after 
sunset,  for  that  one  of  the  footmen  had  been  al- 
most frightened  out  of  his  wits  by  a  spirit  that 
appeared  to  him  in  the  shape  of  a  black  horse 
without  a  head;  to  which  he  added,  that  about  a 
month  ago,  one  of  the  maids  coming  home  late 
that  way,  with  a  pail  of  milk  upon  her  head, 
heard  such  a  rustling  among  the  bushes,  that  she 
let  it  fall. 

I  was  taking  a  walk  in  this  place  last  night  be- 
tween the  hours  of  nine  and  ten,  and  could  not 
but  fancy  it  one  of  the  most  proper  scenes  in  the 
world  for  a  ghost  to  appear  in.  The  ruins  orthe 
abbey  are  scattered  up  and  down  on  every  side, 
and  half  covered  witn  ivy  and  elder  bushes,  the 
harbours  of  several  solitary  birds  which  seldom 
make  their  appearance  till  the  dusk  of  the  even- 
ing. The  place  was  formerly  a  church-yard,  and 
has  still  several  marks  in  it  of  graves  and  bury- 
ine-places.  There  is  such  an  echo  among  the  old 
rums  and  vaults,  that  if  you  stamp  but  a  little 
louder  than  ordinary,  you  hear  the  sound  repeat- 
ed. At  the  same  time  the  walk  of  elms,  witn  the 
croaking  of  the  ravens,  which  from  time  to  time 
are  heard  from  the  tops  of  them,  looks  exceeding 
solemn  and  venerable.  These  objects  naturally 
raise  seriousness  and  attention ;  and  when  night 
heightens  the  awfulness  of  the  place,  and  pours 
out  ner  supernumerary  horrors  upon  every  thing 
m  it,  1  do  not  at  all  wonder  that  weak  minds  fill 
it  with  spectres  and  apparitions. 

Mr.  Locke,  in  his  chapter  of  the  Association 
of  Ideas,  has  very  curious  remarks,  to  show  how, 
by  the  prejudice  of  education,  one  idea  often  in- 
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troduces  into  the  mind  a  whole  set  that  bear  no 
resemblance  to  one  another  in  the  nature  .of 
.tilings.  Among  several  examples  of  this  kind, 
he  produces  the  following  ihstance.  *  The  ideas 
of  goblins  and  sprights  have  really  no  more  to  do 
with  darkness  than  light;  yet  let  but  a  foplisih 
maid  inculcate  these  often  on  the  mind  of  a  childy 
and  raise  them  there  together,  possibly  he  shall 
never  be  able  to  separate  them  again  so  loa^  as 
he  lives;  but  darkness  shall  ever  afterwarrds  bring 
with  it  those  frightful  ideas,  and  they  shall  be.  so 
joined,  that  he  can  no  more  bear  the  one  than 
the  other. ' 

As  I  was  walkiqg  in  this  solitude,  where  the 
dusk  of  the  evening  conspired  with  so  many  other 
occasions  of  terror,  I  observed  a  cow  gf  aztng  not 
far  from  me,  which  an  imagination  that  wa&apt  to 
jstartle  might  easily  have  construed  into  a  Ml*ck 
borse  without  a  head;  and  1  dare  say  the  poor 
footman  lost  his  wits  upon  some  such  trivial  oc- 
^sioflu 

My  friend  Sir  Roger  has  often  told  me,  with 
a  good  dejal  of  mirth,  diat  at  his  dret  coming  to 
bis  estate,  he  found  three  parts  of  his  house  alto- 
gether useless;  that  the  best  room  in  it  had  the 
reputation  of  being  hannted,  and  by  that  means 
was  locked  up;  that  noises  had  been  heard  in  his 
Jong  gallery,  so  that  he  could  not  get  a  servant  to 
ienter  it  after  eight  o'clock  at  night;  that  the  door 
of  one  of  his  chambers  was  nailed  up,  because 
tjiere  went  a  story  in  the  family  tiiat  a  butler  had 
formerly  hanged  himself  in  it;  and  that  his  mo- 
ther, who  lived  to  a  great  age,  had  shut  up  half 
the  rooms  in  the  house,  in  which  either  her  hus- 
bftnd^  a  son,  or  a  daughter  had  died.     The  knight 
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seeing  his  habitation  reduced  to  so  snvall  a  com- 
pass, and  himself  in  a  manner  shut  out  of  his  own 
nouse,  upon  the  death  of  his-  mother  ordered  all 
the  apartments  to  be  flung  open,  and  exorcised 
by  his  chaplain,  who  lay  in  every  room  one  after 
another,  and  by  that  means  dissipated  the  fears 
which  had  so  long  reigned  in  the  family. 

I  should  not  have  been  thus  particular  upon 
these  ridiculous  horrors,  did  not  I  find  them  so 
very  much  prevail  in  all  parts  of  the  country. 
At  the  same  time  I  think  a  person  who  is  thus 
terrified  with  the  imagination  of  ghosts  and  spec- 
tres much  more  reasonable  than  one  who,  con- 
trary to  the  reports  of  all  historians  sacred  and 
profane,  ancient  and  modern,  and  to  the  tradi- 
tions of  all  nations,  thinks  the  appearance  of  spi- 
rits fabulous  and  groundless:  could  not  I  give  my- 
self up  to  this  general  testimony  of  mankind,  1 
shoulcl  to  the  relations  of  particular  persons  who 
are  now  living,  and  w^hom  I  can  not  distrust  in 
other  matters  of  fact.  I  might  here  add,  that  not 
only  the  historians,  to  whom  we  may  join  the 
poets,  but  likewise  the  philosophers  of  antiquity, 
nave  favoured  this  opinion.  Lucretius  himself, 
though  by  the  course  of  his  philosophy  he  was 
obliged  to  maintain  that  the  soul  did  not  exist 
separate  from  the  body,  makes  no  doubt  of  the 
reality  of  apparitions,  and  that  men  have  often 
appeared  alter  their  death.  This  I  think  very 
remarkable;  he  was  so  pressed  with  the  matter 
of  fact,  which  he  could  not  have  the  confidence 
to  deny,  that  he  was  forced  to  account  for  it  by 
one  of  the  most  absurd  uriphilosophical  notions 
that  was  ever  started.  He  tells  us,  that  the  sur- 
faces of  all  bodies  are  perpetually  flying  ofi'from 

Vol.  IIL— 2 


}i  THE  SPECTATOR.  No.  HO* 

their  respective  bodies,  one  aft^r  another;  aad 
tKat  these  surfaces  or  thin  cases  that  included 
each  other  whilst  they  were  joined  in  the  body, 
like  the  coats  of  an  onion,  are  sometimes  seen 
entire  when  they  are  separated  from  it;  by  which 
ine^ns  we  often  behold  the  shapes  and  shadows 
of  persons  who  are  either  dead  or  absent. 

I  shall  dismiss  this  paper  with  a  story  out  of 
Josephus,  not  so  much  for  the  sake  of  the  story 
itselt,  as  for  the  moral  reflections  with  which  th^ 
author  concludes  it,  and  which  I  shall  here  set 
down  in  his  own  words.  *  Glaphyra  the  daugh- 
ter of  King  Archelaus,  after  the  death  of  her  two 
first  husbands  (beina  married  to  a  third,  who  was 
brother  to  her  first  husband,  and  sopassionately 
in  love  with  her  that  he  turned  ofi"^  his  former 
wife  to  make  room  for  this  marriage)  had  a  very 
odd  kind  of  dream.  She  fancied  that  she  saw  her 
first  husband  coming  towards  her,  and  that  she 
embraced  him  with  great  tenderness;  when,  in 
the  midst  of  the  pleasure  which  she  expressed  at 
the  sight  of  him,  he  reproached  her  after  the  fol- 
lowing manner:  "  Glaphyra  (says  he)  thou  hast 
made  good  the  old  saymg,  That  women  are  not 
to  be  trusted.  Was  not  1  the.  husband  of  thy 
virffinity?  Have  I  not  children  by  thee?  How 
couldst  thou  forget  our  loves  so  far  as  to  enter 
into  a  second  marriage,  and  after  that  into  a  third; 
nay,  to  take  for  thy  husband  a  man  who  has  so 
shamelessly  crept  mto  the  bed  of  his  brother? 
However,  for  the  sake  of  our  passed  loves,  I  shall 
free  thee  from  thy  present  reproach,  and  make 
thee  mine  for  ever. "  Glaphyra  told  this  dream 
to  several  women  of  her  acquaintance,  and  died 
soon  after.    I  thought  this  story  might  not  be 
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impertinent  in  this  place,  wherein  1  speak  of 
those  things:  besides  that,  the  example  aeserves 
to  be  taken  notice  of,  as  it  contains  a  most  certain 
proof  of  the  immortality  of  the  soul,  and  of  Di- 
vine Providence.  If  any  man  thinks  these  facts 
incredible,  let  him  enjoy  his  own  opinion  to  him- 
self, but  let  him  not  endeavour  to  disturb  the 
belief  of  others,  who,  by  instances  of  this  nature, 
are  excited  to  tiie  study  of  virtue. 

APDISOX.  L. 


--(•-0©e-< 
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Inter  ailvas  academi  quaerere  varum. 

HoH.  Ep.  2.  1.  2.  V.  45. 

To  search  for  trutli  in  academic  gi'oves. 

The  course  of  my  last  speculation  led  me  in- 
sensibly into  a  subject  upon  which  I  always  me- 
ditate with  great  ctelight,  I  mean  the  immortality 
of  the  soul.  1  was  yesterday  walking  alone  in 
one  of  my  friend^s  woods,  and  lost  myself  in  it 
very  agreeably,  as  1  was  running  over  in  my 
mind  tne  several  arguments  that  establish  this 
great  point,  which  is  the  basis  of  morality,  and 
the  source  of  all  the  pleasing  hopes  and  secret 
joys  that  can  arise  in  the  heart  of  a  reasonable 
creature.  I  considered  those  several  proofs  drawn, 

First,  From  the  nature  of  the  soul  itself,  and 
particularly  its  immateriality;  which,  though  not 
absolutely  necessary  to  the  eternity  of  its  dura- 
tion, haSj  I  think,  been  evinced  to  almost  a  de- 
monstration. 
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Secondly  J  From  its  passions  and  sentiments, 
as  particularly  from  its  love  of  existence,  its  hor- 
ror of  annihilation,  and  its  hopes  of  immortality, 
with  that  sweet  satisfaction  which  it  finds  in  the 
practice  of  virtue,  and  that  uneasiness  which  fol- 
lows in  it  upon  the  commission  of  vice. 

Thirdly  J  From  the  nature  of  the  Supreme  Be- 
ing, whose  justice,  goodness,  wisdom,  and  vera- 
city, are  all  concerned  in  this  great  point. 

But  among  these  and  other  excellent  argu- 
ments for  the  immortality  of  the  soul,  there  is  one 
drawn  from  the  perpetual  progress  of  the  soul  to 
its  perfection,  without  a  possibility  of  ever  arriv- 
ing Jit  it;  which  is  a  hint  that  1  do  not  remember 
to  nave  seen  opened  and  improved  by  others  who 
have  written  on  this  subject,  though  it  seems  to 
me  to  carry  a  great  weight  with  it.  How  can  it 
enter  into  the  thoughts  of  man,  that  the  soul, 
which  is  capable  of  such  immense  perfections, 
and  of  receiving  new  improvements  to  all  eter- 
nity, shall  fall  away  into  nothing  almost  as  soon 
as  it  is  created?  Are  such  abilities  made  for  no  pur- 

Eose?  A  brute  arrives  at  a  point  of  perfection  that 
e  can  never  pass:  in  a  few  years  he  has  all  the 
endowments  he  is  capable  of;  and  were  he  to  live 
ten  thousand  more,  would  be  the  same  thing  he 
is  at  present.  Were  a  human  soul  thus  at  a  stand 
in  her  accomplishments,  were  her  faculties  to  be 
full  blown,  and  incapable  of  farther  enlargements, 
I  could  imagine  it  might  fall  away  insensihly,  and 
drop  at  once  into  a  state  of  annihilation.  But  can 
we  oelieve  a  thinking  being,  thtit  is  in  a  perpetual 
progress  of  improvement,  and  travelling  on  from 
perfection  to  perfection,  after  having  just  looked 
abroad  into  the  works  of  its  Creator,  and  made  a 


No.  IIL  THE  SPECTATOR.  21 

few  discoveries  of  his  infinite  goodness,  wisdom, 
Aod  power,  must  perish  at  her  first  setting  out, 
and  in  the  very  beginning  of  her  inquiries? 

A  m<an  considered  in  his  present  state,  seems 
ooly  sent  into  the  world  to  propagate  his  kind. 
He  provides  himself  with  a  successor,  and  im- 
mediately quits  his  post  to  make  room  for  him. 

—    Hacres 
J^^edem  aUerius,  vehtt  unda  supervenii  undam, 

HoR.  Ep.  2.  1.  2.  V.  175 

.,.■  .  Heir  crowds  heir,  as  in  a  rolling'  flood 
Wave  -urged  wave.  Creich. 

He  does  not  seem  horn  to  enjoy  life,  but  to  de- 
liver it  down  to  others.  This  is  not  surprising  to 
consider  in  animals  which  are  formed  for  our 
use,  and  can  finish  their  business  in  a  short  life. 
The  silk-worm,  after  having  spun  her  task,  lay« 
her  eggs  and  dies.  But  a  man  can  never  have 
taken  m  his  full  measure  of  knowledge,  has  not 
time  to  subdue  his  passions,  establish  his  soul  in 
virtue,  and  come  up  to  the  perfection  of  his  na^ 
lure,  before  he  is  hurried  off  the  stage.  Would 
an  infinitely  wise  Being  make  such  glorious  crea- 
tures for  so  mean  a  purpose?  Can  lie  delight  in 
the  production  of  such  abortive  intelligences, 
such  short-lived  reasonable  beings?  Would  he 
give  us  talents  that  are  not  to  be  exerted?  capa- 
cities that  are  never  to  be  gratified?  How  can  wc 
find  that  wisdom  which  shines  through  all  hi« 
works,  in  the  formation  of  man,  without  looking 
on  this  world  as  only  a  nursery  for  the  next;  and 
believing  that  the  several  generations  of  rational 
creatures  which  rise  up  and  disappear  in  such 
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quick  successions,  are  only  to  receive  their  first 
rudiments  of  existence  here,  and  afterwards  to  be 
transplanted  into  a  more  friendly  climate,  where 
they  ma)r  spread  and  flourish  to  all  eternity? 

There  is  not,  in  my  opinion,  a  more  pleasing 
and  triumphant  consideration  in  religion  than 
this,  of  the  perpetual  progress  which  the  soul 
makes  towards  tne  perfection  of  its  nature,  with- 
out ever  arriving  at  a  period  in  it.  To  look  up- 
on the  soul  as  gomg  on  from  strength  to  strength; 
to  consider  that  she  is  to  shine  forever  with  new 
accessions  of  glory,  and  brighten  to  all  eternity; 
that  she  will  be  still  adding  virtue  to  virtue,  and 
knowledge  to  knowledge — carries  in  it  something 
wonderfully  agreeable  to  that  ambition  which  is 
natural  to  the  mind  of  man.  Nay,  it  must  be  a 
prospect  pleasing  to  God  himself,  to  see  his  crea- 
tion for  ever  beautifying  in  his  eyes,  and  draw- 
ing nearer  to  him,  by  greater  degrees  of  resem- 
blance. 

Methinks  this  single  consideration,  of  the  pro- 
gress of  a  finite  spirit  to  perfection,  will  be  suffi- 
cient to  extinguish  all  envy  in  inferior  natures, 
and  all  contempt  in  superior.  That  cherubim, 
which  now  appears  as  a  god  to  a  human  soul, 
knows  very  well  that  the  period  will  come  about 
in  eternity,  when  the  human  soul  shall  be  as  per- 
fect as  he  himself  now  is;  nay,  when  she  shall 
look  down  upon  that  degree  of  perfection  as  much 
as  she  now  falls  short  of  it.  It  is  true  the  higher 
nature  still  advances,  and  by  that  means  preserves 
his  distance  and  superiority  in  the  scale  of  being; 
but  he  knows  thai  now  high  soever  the  station  is 
of  which  he  stands  possessed  at  present,  the  in- 
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ferior  nature  will  at  length  mount  up  to  it,  and 
8hine  forth  in  the  s^nfie  degree  of  glory. 

With  what  astoni.shment  and  veneration  may 
we  look  into  our  own  souls,  where  there  are  such 
hidden  stores  of  virtue  and  knowledge,  such  in- 
exhausted  sources  of  perfection!  We  know  not 
yet  what  we  shall  be,  nor  will  it  ever  enter  into 
the  heart  of  man  to  conceive  the  glory  that  will 
be  always  in  reserve  for  him.  The  soul,  consi- 
dered with  its  Creator,  is  like  one  of  those  ma- 
thematical lines  that  may  draw  nearer  to  another 
for  all  eternity  without  a  possibility  of  touching 
it:  and  can  there  be  a  thought  so  transporting, 
as  to  consider  ourselves  in  these  perpetual  ap- 
proaches to  Him*  who  is  not  only  the  standard 
)f  perfection,  but  of  happiness? 

ADDISON.  L. 
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ItfjLdL  Ptthao. 

FirK^  W  obedience  to  thy  country's  rites, 
Wonlup  th'  immortal  gods. 

I  AM  always  very  well  pleased  with  a  country 
Sunday,  and  think,  if  keeping  holy  the  seventh 
day  were  only  a  human  institution,  it  would  be 
die  best  method  that  could  have  been  thoueht  of 
for  the  polishing  and  civilizing  of  mankind.  It 
is  certam  the  country  people  would  soon  degene- 
rate into  a  kind  of  savages  and  barbarians,  were 
there  not  such  frequent  returns  of  a  stated  time 
in  which  the  whole  village  meet  together  with 
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their  best  faces,  and  in  their  cleaiiliest  habits,  to 
converse  with  one  another  upon  indiflPerent  sub- 
jects, hear  their  duties  explained  to  them,  and 
join  together  in  adoration  of  the  Supreme  Beine. 
Sunday  clears  away  the  rust  of  the  whole  week, 
not  only  as  it  refreshes  in  their  minds  the  notions 
of  religion,  but  as  it  puts  both  the  sexes  upon 
appearmg  in  their  most  agreeable  forms,  and  ex- 
erting allsuch  qualities  as  are  apt  to  give  them  a 
figure  in  the  eye  of  the  village.  A  country  fel- 
low distinguishes  himself  as  much  in  the  churdi- 
yard  as  a  citizen  does  upon  the  ^Change,  the 
whole  parish-politics  beins  generally  discussed 
in  that  place  eW  after  ^mon  or  before  the 
bell  rings. 

My  friend  Sir  Roger,  being  a  good  churclv- 
man,  has  beautified  the  inside  of  his  church  with 
several  texts  of  his  own  choosing;  he  has  like- 
wise given  a  handsome  pulpit-cloth,  and  railed  in 
the  communion-table  at  his  own  expense.  He 
has  often  told  me,  that  at  his  coming  to  his  estate 
he  found  his  parishioners  very  irregular:  and  that 
in  order  to  make  them  kneel  and  join  in  the  re- 
sponses, he  gave  every  one  of  them  a  hassoc  and 
a  common  prayer-booK;  and  at  the  same  time  em- 
ployed an  itinerant  singing-master,  who  goes 
about  the  country  for  that  purpose,  to  instruct 
them  rightly  in  the  tunes  of  the  psalms;,  upon 
which  they  now  very  muoh value  themselves^ and 
indeed  out^o  most  of  the  couotry  churches  that 
Ihave  ever  heard. 

As  Sir  Roger  is  landlord  to- the  whole  oongre- 
gE^on,  he  keeps  them*  in  vepy  good  order,  and 
will  suffer  nobody  to  sleep  ia*  it  besides  himself; 
for  if  by  chance  lie  has  been  surprised  into  a  short 
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nap  at  seritton,  upon  recovering  out  of  it,  he 
stands  up  and  looks  about  him;  and  if  he  sees 
any  body  else  nodding,  either  wakes  them  him- 
self, or  sends  his  servants  to  them.  Several  other 
of  the  old  Knijght's  particularities  break  out  up- 
on these  occasions;  sometimes  he  will  be  lengtn- 
ening  out  a  verse  in  the  singing  psalms  half  a 
minute  after  the  rest  of  the  congregation  have 
done  with  it;  sometimes,  when  he  is  pleased  with 
the  matter  of  his  devotion,  he  pronounces  Amen 
three  or  four  times  to  the  same  prayer;  and  some- 
times stands  up  when  every  boay  else  is  upon 
their  knees,  to  count  the  congregation,  or  see  ii 
any  of  his  tenants  are  missing. 

I  was  yesterday  ver)r  much  surprised  to  hear 
my  old  friend,  in  the  midst  of  the  service,  calling 
out  to  one  John  Matthews  to  mind  what  he  was 
about,  and  not  disturb  the  congregation.  This 
John  Matthews,  it  seems,  is  remarkable  for  being 
an  idle  fellow,  and  at  that  time  was  kicking  his 
heels  for  his  diversion.  This  authority  of  the 
Knight,  though  exerted  in  that  odd  manner  which 
accompanies  him  in  all  circumstances  of  life,-  has 
a  very  good  effect  upon  the  parish,  who  are  not 
polite  enough  to  see  any  thing  ridiculous  in  his 
oehaviour,  besides  that,  the  general  good  sense 
and  worthiness  of  his  character  makeliis  friends 
observe  these  little  singularities  as  foils  that  ra- 
ther ^t  off  tiian  blemish  his  good  qualities. 

As  soon  as  the  setmon  is  finished,  nobody  pre- 
sumes to  stir  till  Sir  Roger  is  gone  out  of  the 
church.  The  Knight  walks  down  from  his  seat 
in  the  chancel  between  a  double  row  of  his  ten- 
ants, that  stand  bowing  to  him  on  each  side;  and 
Hvery  now  aild  then  inquires  how  such  an  one's 
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wife,  or  mother,  or  son,  or  father  do,  whom  he 
does  not  see  at  church;  which  is  understood  as  a 
secret  reprimand  to  the  person  that  is  absent. 

The  chaplain  has  often  told  me,  that  upon  a 
catechising  day,  when  Sir  Roger  has  been  pleas- 
ed with  a  Doy  that  answers  well,  he  has  ordered 
a  Bible  to  be  given  him  next  day  for  his  encou- 
ragement, and  sometimes  accompanies  it  with  a 
flitch  of  bacon  to  his  mother.  Sir  Koger  has  like- 
wise added  five  pounds  a  year  to  the  clerk's  place; 
and,  that  he  may  encourage  the  young  fellows  to 
make  themselves  perfect  m  the  church-service, 
has  promised,  upon  the  death  of  the  present  in- 
cumbent, who  is  very  old,  to  bestow  it  according 
to  merit 

^  The  fair  understanding  between  Sir  Roger  and 
his  chaplain,  and  their  mutual  concurrence  in  do- 
ing good,  is  the  more  remarkable,  because  the 
very  next  village  is  famous  for  the  difierences  and 
contentions  that  arise  between  the  parson  and  the 
'squire;  who  live  in  a  perpetual  state  of  war. 
The  parson  is  always  preacning  at  the  'squire, 
and  the  squire,  to  be  revenged  on  the  parson, 
never  comes  to  church.  The  'squire  has  made 
all  his  tenants  atheists  and  tithe-stealers,  while 
the  parson  instructs  them  every  Sunday  in  the 
dignity  of  his  order,  and  insinuates  to  them,  in 
almost  every  sermon,  that  he  is  a  better  man 
than  his  patron.  In  short,  matters  are  come  to 
such  an  extremity,  that  the  'squire  has  not  said 
his  prayers,  either  in  public  or  private,  this  half 
year;  and  that  the  parson  threatens  him,  if  he  does 
not  mend  his  manners,  to  pray  for  him  in  the 
face  of  the  whole  congregation. 
Feuds  of  this  nature^  tnough  too  frequent  in 
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the  country,  are  very  fatal  to  the  ordinary  peo 
pie,  who  are  so  used  to  be  dazzled  with  ricnes, 
that  they  pay  as  much  deference  to  the  under 
standing  of  a  man  of  an  estate  as  of  a  man  of 
learning;  and  are  very  hardly  brought  to  regard 
any  truth,  how  important  soever  it  may  be,  thai 
is  preached  to  them,  when  they  know  there  are 
several  men  of  five  hundred  a  year  who  do  not 
believe  it. 

ADDISON.  L. 


(i-o@e-€) 
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— Haereni  infixi  pedore  vultits,   Viro.  JEii.  iv.  v.  4. 


Her  looks  were  deep  imprinted  in  his  heai't 

In  my  first  description  of  the  company  in  which 
I  pass  most  of  my  time,  it  may  be  remembered 
that  I  mentioned  a  great  affliction  which  my 
friend  Sir  Roger  had  met  with  in  his  youth; 
which  was  no  less  than  a  disappointment  in  love. 
It  happened  this  evening  that  we  fell  into  a  very 
pleasmg  walk  at  a  distance  from  his  house:  as 
aoon  as  we  came  into  it,  *  It  is  (quoth  the  good 
old  man,  looking  round  him  with  a  smile)  very 
hard  that  any  part  of  my  land  should  be  settled 
upon  one  who  nas  used  me  so  ill  as  the  perverse 
widow  did;  and  yet  I  am  sure  1  could  not  see  a 
sprig  of  any  bough  of  this  whole  walk  of  trees, 
but  1  should  reflect  upon  her  and  her  severity. 
She  has  certainly  the  finest  hand  of  any  woman 
in  the  world.     You  are  to  know  this  was  the 
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place  wherein  I  used  to  muse  upon  her;  and  by 
that  custom  I  can  never  come  into  it  but  the  same 
tender  sentiments  revive  in  my  mind,  as  if  I  had 
actually  walked  with  that  beautiful  creature  un- 
der these  shades.  1  have  been  fool  enough  to 
carve  her  name  on  the  bark  of  several  of  these 
trees;  so  unhappy  is  the  condition  of  men  in  love 
to  attempt  the  removing  of  their  passion  by  the 
methods  \yhich  serve  only  to  imprint  it  deeper. 
She  has  certainly  the  finest  hand  of  any  woman 
in  the  world.' 

Here  followed  a  profound  silence;  and  I  was 
not  displeased  to  observe  my  friend  falling  so 
naturally  into  a  discourse  which  I  had  ever  be- 
fore taken  notice  he  industriously  avoided.  Af- 
ter a  very  long  pause,  he  entered  upon  an  ac- 
count of  this  great  circumstance  in  his  life  with 
an  air  which  I  thought  raised  my  idea  of  him 
above  what  I  had  ever  had  before:  and  gave  me 
the  picture  of  that  cheerful  mind  of  his  before  it 
received  that  stroke  which  has  ever  since  affect- 
ed his  words  and  actions.  But  he  went  on  as 
follows: 

*  I  came  to  my  estate  in  my  twenty-second 
year,  and  resolved  to  follow  the  steps  of  the  most 
worthy  of  my  ancestors,  who  have  mhabited  this 
spot  or  earth  before  me  in  all  the  methods  of  hos- 
pitality and  good  neighbourhood,  for  the  sake  of 
my  fame;  and  in  country  sports  and  recreations, 
for  the  sake  of  my  health.  In  my  twenty-third 
year  I  was  obliged  to  serve  as  sheriff  of  the  coun- 
ty; and  in  my  servants,  oflScers,  and  whole  equi- 
page, indulged  the  pleasure^of  a  young  man  (who 
did  not  think  ill  of  nis  own  person)  in  taking  that 
public  occasion  of  showing  my  figure  and  beha- 
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viour  to  advantage.  You  may  easily  imagine  to 
yourself  what  appearance  I  made,  who  am  pret- 
ty tall,  ride  wen,  and  was  very  well  dressed, 
at  the  head  of  a  whole  county,  with  music  be- 
fore me,  a  feather  in  my  hat,  and  my  horse  well 
bitted.  I  can  assure  you  I  was  not  a  little  pleas- 
ed with  the  kind  looks  and  glances  I  had  from  all 
the  balconies  and  windows  as  I  rode  to  the  hall 
where  the  assizes  were  held.  But  wken  1  came 
there,  a  beautiful  creature  in  a  widow^s  habit  sat 
in  court,  to  hear  the  event  of  a  cause  concerning 
her  dower.  This  commanding  creature  (who 
was  born  for  the  destruction  of  all  who  behold 
her)  put  on  such  a  resignation  in  her  counte- 
nance,  and  bore  the  whispers  of  all  around  the 
court,  with  such  a  pretty  uneasiness,  1  warrant 
you,  and  then  recovered  herself  from  one  eye  to 
another,  till  she  was  perfectly  confused  by  meet- 
ing something  so  wistful  in  all  she  encountered, 
that  at  last,  with  a  murrain  to  her,  she  cast  her 
bewitching  eye  upon  me.  I  no  sooner  met  it 
but  I  bowed* like  a  great  surprised  booby;  and 
knowing  her  cause  to  be  the  first  which  came  on, 
I  cried.  Tike  a  captivated  calf  as  I  was,  make  way 
for  the  defendant's  witnesses.  This  sudden  par- 
tiality made  all  the  county  immediately  see  the 
sheriff  also  was  become  a  slave  to  the  fine  widow. 
During  the  time  her  cause  was  upon  trial,  she 
behaved  herself,  1  warrant  you,  with  such  a  deep 
attention  to  her  business,  took  opportunities  to 
have  little  billets  handed  to  her  counsel,  then 
«vould  be  in  such  a  pretty  confusion,  occasioned, 
you  must  know,  by  acting  before  so  much  com- 
pany, that  not  only  1,  but  the  whole  court,  was 
prejudiced  in  her  favour;  and  all  that  the  next 
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heiifito  her  husband  had  to  urge,  was  thought  so 

froundless  and  frivolous,  that  when  it  came  to 
er  counsel  to  reply,  there  was  not  half  so  much 
paid  as  every  one  besides  in  the  court  thought  he 
could  have  urged  to  her  advantage.  You  must 
understand.  Sir,  this  perverse  woman  is  one  of 
those  unaccountable  creatures  that  secretly  re- 
joice in  the  admiration  of  men,  but  indulge 
themselves  in  no  farther  consequences.  Hence 
it  is  that  she  has  ever  had  a  train  of  admirers, 
and  she  removes  from  her  slaves  in  town  to  those 
in  the  country,  according  to  the  seasons  of  the 
year.  She  is  a  reading  lady,  and  far  gone  in  the 
pleasures  of  friendship;  she  is  always  accompani- 
ed by  a  confidant,  who  is  witness  to  her  daily  pro- 
testations against  our  sex,  and  consequently  a  bar 
to  her  first  steps  towards  love,  upon  the  strength 
of  her  own  maxims  and  declarations. 

*  However,  1  must  needs  say,  this  accomplish- 
ed mistress  of  mine  has  distinguished  me  above 
the  rest,  and  has  been  known  to  declare  Sir  Roger 
de  Coverley  was  the  tamest  and  most  humane  of 
all  the  brutes  in  the  country.  I  was  told  she  said 
so  by  one  who  thought  she  rallied  me;  but  upon 
the  strength  of  this  slender  encouragement  of  be- 
ing thought  least  detestable,  1  made  new  liveries, 
new-paired  my  coach-horses,  sent  them  all  to 
town  to  be  bitted,  and  taught  to  throw  their  legs 
well,  and  move  all  together,  before  I  pretended  to 
cross  the  country,  and  wait  upon  her.  As  soon 
as  I  thought  my  retinue  suitable  to  the  character 
of  my  fortune  and  youth,  I  set  out  from  hence  to 
make  my  addresses.  The  particular  skill  of  this 
lady  has  ever  been  to  inflame  your  wishes,  and 
yet  command  respect.     To  maKe  her  mistress  of 
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this  art,  she  has  a  greater  share  of  knowledge, 
wit,  and  good  sense,  than  is  usual  even  among 
men  of  merit    Then  she  is  beautiful  beyond  the 
race  of  women.  If  you  will  not  let  her  go  on  with 
a  certain  artifice  with  her  eyes,  and  the  skill  of 
beauty,  she  will  arm  herself  with  her  real  charms 
and  strike  you  with  admiration  instead  of  desire. 
It  is  certain  that  if  you  were  to  behold  the  whole 
woman,  there  is  that  dignity  in  her  aspect,  that 
composure  in  her  motion,  that  complacency  in 
her  manner,  that  if  her  form  makes  you  hope,  her 
merit  makes  you  fear.     But  then  again,  she  is 
such  a  desperate  scholar,  that  no  country  gentle- 
man can  approach  her  without  being  a  jest.     As 
I  was  going  to  tell  you,  when  I  came  to  her  house, 
I  was  admitted  to  her  presence  with  great  civility, 
at  the  same  time  she  placed  herself  to  be  first 
seen  by  me  in  such  an  attitude  as  1  think  you  call 
the  posture  of  a  picture,  that  she  discovered  new 
charms,  and  I  at  last  came  towards  her  with  such 
an  awe  as  made  me  speechless.     This  she  no 
sooner  observed,  but  she  made  her  advantage  of 
it,  and  began  a  discourse  to  me  concerning  love 
and  honour,  as  they  both  are  followed  by  pretend- 
ers, and  the  real  votaries  to  them.    When  she  dis- 
cussed these  points  in  a  discourse,  which  1  verily 
believe  was  as  learned  as  the  best  philosopher  in 
Europe  could  possibly  make,  she  asked  me  whe- 
ther she  was  so  happy  as  to  fall  in  with  my  sen- 
timents on  these  important  particulars.    Her  con- 
fidant sat  by  her,  and  upon  my  being  in  the  last 
confusion  and  silence,  this  malicious  aid  of  her's 
turning  to  her,  says,  I  am  very  glad  to  observe 
Sir  Roger  pauses  upon  this  subject,  and  seems  re- 
solved to  cleliver  all  his  sentiments  upon  the  mat- 
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ter  when  he  pleases  to  speak.  They  both  kept 
their  countenances;  and  after  1  hacf  sat  half  an 
hour  meditating  how  to  behave  before  such  pro- 
found casuists,  I  rose  up  and  took  my  leave. 
Chance  has  since  that  time  thrown  me  very  often 
in  her  way,  and  she  as  often  has  directea  a  dis- 
course to  me  which  I  do  not  understand.  This 
barbarity  has  kept  me  ever  at  a  distance  from  the 
most  beautiful  object  my  eyes  ever  beheld.  It  is 
thus  also  she  deals  with  all  mankind,  and  you 
must  make  love  to  her,  as  you  would  conquer  the 
sphinx,  by  posing  her.  But  were  she  like  other 
women,  and  that  there  were  any  talking  to  her, 
how  constant  must  the  pleasure  of  that  man  be 
who  could  converse  with  a  creature But,  af- 
ter all,  you  may  be  sure  her  heart  is  fixed  on 
some  one  or  other,  and  yet  I  have  been  credibly 
informed — but  who  can  believe  half  that  is  said ! 
After  she  had  done  speaking  to  me,  she  put  her 
hand  to  her  bosom  ana  adjusted  her  tucker.  Then 
she  cast  her  eyes  a  little  down,  upon  my  behold- 
ing her  too  earnestly.  They  say  she  sings  ex- 
cellently: her  voice  in  her  ordinary  speech  has 
somethmg  in  it  inexpressibly  sweet.  You  must 
know  I  dmed  with  her  at  a  public  table  the  day 
after  I  first  saw  her,  and  she  helped  me  to  some 
tansy  in  the  eye  of  all  the  gentlemen  in  the  coun- 
ty; she  has  certainly  the  finest  hand  of  any  wo- 
man in  the  world.  I  can  assure  you,  sir,  were 
you  to  behold  her,  you  would  be  in  the  same  con- 
dition; for  as  her  speech  is  music,  her  form  is  an- 
gelic. But  I  find  1  grow  irregular  while  I  am 
talking  of  her;  but  indeed  it  would  be  stupidity 
to  be  unconcerned  at  such  perfection.     Oh  the 
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excellent  creature!  she  is  as  inimitable  to  all  wo- 
men, as  she  is  inaccessible  to  all  men/ 

1  found  my  friend  began  to  rave,  and  insensibly 
led  him  towards  the  house,  that  we  might  be  join- 
ed by  some  other  company,  and  am  convinced 
that  the  widow  is  the  secret  cause  of  all  that  in- 
consistency which  appears  in  some  parts  of  my 
friend's  discourse;  tnough  he  has  so  much  com- 
mand of  himself  as  not  directly  to  mention  her, 
yet  according  to  that  of  Martial,  which  one  knows 
not  how  to  render  into  English,  Dum  facet, 
hanc  loquitur.  I  shall  end  this  paper  with  that 
whole  epigram,  which  represents,  with  much 
humour^  my  honest  friend's  condition. 

Quicquid  agit  RufiM,  nihil  est,  nisi  Naevta  Rufo, 
Sigaudetf  sijm^si  tacei,  hanc  loquitur: 

Ccenat,  propiniU,  posdt,  negat,  annuit,  una  est 
Nsevia;  si  non  sit  Nasvia^  mutus  erit» 

Scriberet  hestemd,  pcUri  cum  luce  salutemp 
Naojia  lux,  inquit^  Naevia  numen,  ave.   Esia.  69. 1. 1. 

Let  Rufus  weep,  rejoice,  stand,  sit,  or  walk. 
Still  he  can  nothing  but  of  Naevia  talk: 
Let  him  eat  drink,  ask  questions,  or  dispute, 
Still  he  must  Qpeak  of  Naevia,  or  b(£  mute. 
He  writ  to  his  father  ending*  with  this  lii^^ 
I  am|  my  lovely  Naevia,  ever  thine. 
STEELi:.  Rf 

Vol.  m.-r3 
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No,  114.    WEDNESDAY,  JULY  11. 

'■^■^  Paupertatis  pudor  etfuga —     Hor.  ep.  18. 1. 1.  v.  S4. 
The  dread  of  nothing:  more, 


Than  to  be  thought  necessitous  and  poor.     Poolt. 

Economy  in  our  affairs  has  the  same  effect  upon 
our  fortunes  which  good  breeding  has  upon  our 
conversation.  There  is  a  pretending  behaviour 
in  both  cases,  which,  instead  of  making  men  es- 
teemed, renders  them  both  miserable  and  con- 
temptible. We  had  yesterday  at  Sir  Roger's  a 
set  of  country  gentlemen  who  dined  with  him; 
and  after  dinner  the  glass  was  taken,  by  those 
who  pleased,  pretty  plentifully.  Among  others 
1  observed  a  person  of  a  tolerable  good  aspect, 
who  seemed  to  be  more  greedy  of  liquor  than  any 
of  the  company,  and  yet,  methought,  he  did  not 
taste  it  witn  delight.  As  he  grew  warm,  he  was 
suspicious  of  every  thing  that  was  said;  and  as  he 
advanced  towards  being  fuddled,  his  humour 
grew  worse.  At  the  same  time  his  bitterness 
seemed  to  be  rather  an  inward  dissatisfaction  in 
his  own  mind,  than  any  dislike  he  had  taken  to 
the  company.  Upon  hearing  his  name,  I  knew 
him  to  be  a  gentleman  of  a  considerable  fortune 
in  this  county,  but  greatly  in  debt  What  ^ives 
the  unhappy  man  this  peevishness  of  spirit,  is 
that  his  estate  is  dipped,  and  is  eating  oat  with 
usury;  and  yet  he  has  not  the  heart  to  sell  any 
part  of  it.  His  proud  stomach,  at  the  cost  of  rest- 
less nights,  constant  inquietudes,  danger  of  af- 
fronts, and  a  thousand  nameless  inconveniences. 
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preserves  this  canker  in  his  foilune,  rather  than 
it  shall  he  said  he  is  a  man  of  fewer  hundreds  a 
year  than  he  has  been  commonly  reputed.  Thus 
he  endures  the  torment  of  poverty,  to  avoid  the 
name  of  being  less  rich.  If  you  go  to  his  house, 
you  see  great  plenty;  but  served  in  a  manner  that 
shows  it  is  all  unnatural,  and  that  the  master's 
mind  is  not  at  home.  There  is  a  certain  waste 
and  carelessness  in  the  air  of  every  thing,  and 
the  whole  appears  but  a  covered  indigence,  a 
magnificent  poverty.  That  neatness  and  cheer- 
fulness which  attends  the  table  of  him  who  lives 
within  compass  is  wanting,  and  exchanged  for  a 
libertine  way  of  service  in  all  about  him. 

This  gentleman's  conduct,  though  a  very  com- 
mon way  of  management,  is  as  ridiculous  as  that 
oflBcer's  would  be  who  had  but  a  few  men  under 
his  command,  and  should  take  the  charge  of  an 
extent  of  country  rather  than  of  a  small  pass.  To 
pay  for,  personate,  and  keep  in  a  man's  hands  a 
greater  estate  than  he  really  has,  is,  of  all  others, 
the  most  unpardonable  vanity,  and  must  in  the 
end  reduce  the  man  who  is  guilty  of  it  to  dis- 
honour. Yet  if  we  look  around  us  in  any  coun- 
ty of  Great  Britain,  we  shall  see  many  in  this 
fatal  error;  if  that  may  be  called  by  so  soft  a  name 
which  proceeds  from  a  false  shame  of  appearing 
what  they  really  are,  when  the  contrary  behaviour 
would  in  a  short  time  advance  them  to  the  con- 
dition which  they  pretend  to. 

Laertes  has  fifteen  hundred  pounds  a  year, 
which  is  mortgaged  for  six  thousand  pounds:  but 
it  is  impossible  to  convince  him  that,  if  he  sold 
as  much  as  would  pay  off  that  debt,  he  would  save 
four  shillings  in  the  pounds  which  he  gives  for 
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the  vanity  of  being  the  reputed  matser  of  it  Yet 
if  Laertes  did  this,  he  would,  perhaps,  be  easier 
in  his  own  fortune;  but  then  Irus,  a  fellow  of  yes- 
terday, who  has  but  twelve  hundred  a  year,  would 
be  his  equal.  Rather  than  this  shall  be,  Laerles 
goes  on  to  bring  well-born  beggars  into  the 
world,  and  every  t\^lvemonth  charges  his  estate 
with  at  least  one  yearns  rent  more  by  the  birth 
of  a  child. 

Laertes  and  Irus  are  neighbours,  whose  way  of 
living  are  an  abomination  to  each  other.  Irus  is 
moved  bv  the  f6ar  of  poverty,  and  Laertes  by  the 
shame  of  it.  Though  the  mbtive  of  action  is  of 
so  near  affinity  in  both,  and  liiiay  be  resolved  into 
thiSj  *  that  to  each  of  them  poverty  is  the  great- 
est of  all  6vils,'  yet  are  their  manners  widely  dif- 
ferent. Shame  of  poverty  makes  Laertes  launch 
into  unnecessary  equipage,  vain  expense,  and 
lavish  entertainments:  fear  of  poverty  makes  Irus 
allow  himself  only  plain  necessaries,  appear  with- 
out a  servant,  sell  his  own  corn,  attend  his  la- 
bourers and  be  himself  a  labourer.  Shame  of 
poverty  makes  Laertes  go  every  day  a  step  nearer 
to  it;  and  fear  of  poverty  stirs  up  Irus  to  make 
every  day  sotne  further  progress  from  it. 

Tnese  different  motives  produce  the  excesses 
which  men  are  ^ilty  of  in  me  negligence  of  and 
provision  for  themiseives.  Usarvj  stotefc-jobWng, 
extortion  and  oppression,  have  uieir  seed  in  the 
dread  of  want;  and  vanity,  riot,  and  prodigality, 
from  the  i^anle  of  ft;  but  botii  theise  excesses  are 
infinitely  b^lbw  the  puri^uit  of  a  re^i^ft!maMe  crea- 
ture. After  we  have  taken  cate  t6  eofhroiand  b6 
ihtich  h"?  is  necessary  for  n^i Ataiinitie  oarselvts  itk 
ai6  ei^r  of  then  sritMffe  tb  6ik^  S»a^ct6!ry  tfiie 
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care  of  superfluities  is  a  vice  no  less  extravagant 
than  the  neglect  of  necessaries  would  have  been 
before. 

Certain  it  is,  that  they  are  hoth  out  of  nature, 
when  she  is  followed  with  reason  and  good  sense. 
It  is  from  this  reflection  that  1  alwavs  read  Mr. 
Cowley  with  the  greatest  pleasure:  his  magnan- 
imity IS  as  much  above  that  of  other  considerable 
men  as  his  understanding,  and  it  is  a  true  distin- 
guishing spirit  in  the  elegant  author  who  publish- 
ed his  works,  to  dwell  so  much  upon  the  temper 
of  his  mind,  and  the  moderation  of  his  desires; 
by  this  means  he  has  rendered  his  friend  as  amia- 
ble as  famous.  That  state  of  life  which  bears  the 
face  of  poverty  with  Mr.  Cowlev's  great  Vul- 
gar* is  admirably  described;  and  it  is  no  small 
satisfaction  to  those  of  the  same  turn  of  desire, 
that  he  produces  the  author itv  of  the  wisest  men 
of  the  best  age  of  the  world  to  strengthen  his 
opinion  of  the  ordinary  pursuits  of  mankind. 

It  would,  methinks,  be  no  ill  maxim  of  life,  if 
according  to  that  ancestor  of  Sir  Roger  whom  I 
lately  mentioned,  every  man  would  point  to  him- 
self what  sum  he  would  resolve  not  to  exceed. 
He  might,  by  this  means,  cheat  himself  into  a 
tranquillity  on  this  side  of  that  expectation,  or, 
convert  what  he  should  get  above  it  to  nobler 
uses  than  his  own  pleasures  or  necessities.  This 
temper  of  mind  would  exempt  a  man  from  an  ig- 
norant envy  of  restless  men  above  him,  and  a 
more  inexcusable  contempt  of  happy  men  below 
him.     This  would  be  sailing  by  some  compass, 

•  "  Hence,  ye  profane;  I  hate  ye  all,    . 
Both  the  great  vulgar  and  the  amall." 
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living  with  some  design;  but  to  be  eternally  be- 
wildered in  prospects  of  future  gain,  and  putting 
on  unnecessary  armour  against  improbable  blows 
of  fortune,  is  a  mechanic  being  which  has  not  good 
sense  for  its  direction,  but  is  carried  on  by  a  sort 
of  acquired  instinct  towards  things  below  our 
consideration  and  unworthy  our  esteem.  It  is 
possible  that  the  tranquillity  I  now  enjoy  at  Sir 
Roger's  may  have  created  in  me  this  way  of 
thinking,  which  is  so  abstracted  from  the  com- 
mon relish  of  the  world :  but  as  I  am  now  in  a 
pleasing  arbour  surrounded  with  a  beautiful  land- 
scape, I  find  no  inclination  so  strong  as  to  con- 
tinue in  these  mansions,  so  remote  from  the  os- 
tentatious scenes  of  life;  and  am  at  this  present 
writing  philosopher  enough  to  conclude  with 
Mr.  Cowley, 

*  If  e'er  ambition  did  my  fancy  cheat 
With  any  wish  so  mean  as  to  be  ^at; 
Continue,  Heav'n,  stiU  from  me  to  remove 
The  humble  blessings  of  that  life  I  lor^. 

Steele.  T. 


No.  115.    THURSDAY,  JULY  12. 

—Ui  rit  mens  aana  in  eorpore  atmo.    Jut.  Sat  z.  356. 
A  healthy  body  and  a  nund  at  ease. 

Bodily  labour  is  of  two  kinds,  either  that 
which  a  man  submits  to  for  his  livelihood,  or  that 
which  hd  undergoes  for  his  pleasure.  The  latter 
of  them  generally  changes  the  name  of  labour  for 
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that  of  exercise,  but  differs  only  from  ordinary 
labour  as  it  rises  from  another  motive. 

A  country  life  abounds  in  both  these  kinds  of 
labour,  and  for  that  reason  gives  a  man  a  greater 
stock  of  health,  and  consequently  a  more  perfect 
enjoyment  of  hinj^elf,  than  any  other  way  of  life. 
I  consider  the  body  as  a  system  of  tubes  and 
f^nds,  or  to  use  a  more  rustic  phrase,  a  bundle 
of  pipes  and  strainers,  fitted  to  one  another  after 
so  wonderful  a  manner  as  to  make  a  proper  en- 

§ine  for  the  soul  to  work  with.  This  aescription 
oes  not  only  comprehend  the  bowels,  bones, 
tendons,  veins,  nerves,  and  arteries,  but  every 
muscle  and  every  ligature,  which  is  a  composi- 
tion of  fibres;  that  are  so  many  imperceptible 
tubes  or  pipes  interwoven  on  all  sides  with  in- 
visible glands  or  strainers. 

This  general  idea  of  a  human  body,  without 
considering  it  in  the  niceties  of  anatomy,  lets  us 
see  how  absolutely  necessary  labour  is  for  the 
right  preservation  of  it.  There  must  be  frequent 
motions  and  agitations  to  mix,  digest,  and  sepa- 
rate the  juices  contained  in  it,  as  well  as  to  clear 
and  cleanse  that  infinitude  of  pipes  and  strainers 
of  which  it  is  composed,  and  to  give  their  solid 
parts  a  more  firm  and  lasting  tone. — Labour  or 
exercise  ferments  the  humours,  casts  them  into 
their  proper  channels,  throws  off  redundancies, 
and  helps  nature  in  those  secret  distributions, 
without  which,  the  body  can  not  subsist  in  its 
vigour,  nor  the  soul  act  with  cheerfulness. 

1  might  here  mention  the  effects  which  this  has 
upon  all  the  faculties  of  the  mind,  by  keeping  the 
understanding  clear,  the  imagination  untroubled, 
and  refining  those  spirits  that  are  necessary  for 
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the  proper  exertion  of  our  intellectual  faculties 
during  the  present  laws  of  union  between  soul 
and  body.  It  is  to  a  neglect  in  this  particular 
that  we  must  ascribe  the  spleen,  which  is  so  fre- 
quent in  nnen  of  studious  and  sedentary  tempers, 
as  well  as  the  vapours  to  which  those  of  the  other 
sex  are  so  often  subject. 

Had  not  exercise  been  absolutely  necessary  for 
our  well-being,  Nature  would  not  have  made  the 
body  so  proper  for  it,  by  giving  such  an  activity 
to  the  limbs,  and  such  a  pliancy  to  every  part, 
as  necessarily  produce  those  compressions,  ex- 
tensions, contortions,  dilations,  and  all  other 
kinds  of  motions  that  are  necessary  for  the  pre- 
servation of  such  a  system  of  tubes  and  glands  as 
has  been  before  mentioned.  And  that  we  might 
not  want  inducements  to  engage  us  in  such  an 
exercise  of  the  body  as  is  proper  for  its  welfare, 
it  is  so  ordered,  that  nothing  valuable  can  be  pro- 
cured without  it.  Not  to  mention  riches  and 
honour,  even  food  and  raiment  are  not  to  be 
come  at  without  the  toil  of  the  hands  and  sweat 
of  the  brows.  Providence  furnishes  materials, 
but  expects  that  we  should  work  them  up  our- 
selves. The  earth  must  be  laboured  before  it 
gives  its  increase,  and  when  it  is  forced  into  its 
several  products,  how  many  hands  must  they  pass 
through  before  they  are  fit  for  use?  Manufactures, 
trade,  and  agriculture,  naturally  employ  more 
than  nineteen  parts  of  the  species  in  twenty;  and 
as  for  those  who  are  not  obliged  to  labour,  oy  the 
condition  in  which  they  are  Dorn,  they  are  more 
miserable  than  the  rest  of  mankind,  unless  they 
indulge  themselves  in  that  voluntary  labour  which 
^oes  by  the  name  of  exercise. 
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My  friend  Sir  Roger  has  been  an  indefatiga- 
ble man  in  business  of  this  kind,  and  has  hung 
several  parts  of  his  house  with  the  trophies  of  his 
former  labours.  The  walls  of  his  great  hall  are 
covered  with  the  horns  of  several  kinds  of  deer 
that  he  has  killed  in  the  chase,  which  he  thinks 
the  most  valuable  furniture  of  his  house,  as  they 
afford  him  frequent  topics  of  discourse,  and  show 
that  he  has  not  been  idle.  At  the  lower  end  of 
the  hall  is  a  large  otter's  skin  stuffed  with  hay, 
which  his  mother  ordered  to  be  hung  up  in  that 
manner,  and  the  knight  looks  upon  with  great 
satisfaction,  because  it  seems  he  was  but  nine 
years  old  when  his  dog  killed  him.  A  little 
room  adjoining  to  the  hall  is  a  kind  of  arsenal 
filled  with  guns  of  several  sizes  and  inventions, 
with  which  the  knight  has  made  great  havoc  in 
the  woods,  and  destroyed  many  thousands  of 

Eheasants,  partridges,  and  woodcocks.  His  sta- 
le dodrs  are  patched  with  noses  that  belonged 
to  foxes  of  the  knight's  own  hunting  down.  Sir 
Roger  showed  me  one  of  them,  that,  for  distinc- 
tion sake,  has  a  brass  nail  struck  through  it, 
which  cost  him  about  fifteen  hours  riding,  carri- 
ed him  through  half  a  dozen  counties,  killed  him 
a  brace  of  geldings,  and  lost  above  half  his  dogs. 
This  the  knight  looks  upon  as  one  oif  the  great- 
est exploits  of  his  life.  The  perverse  widow, 
whom  1  have  given  some  account  of,  was  the 
death  of  several  foxes,  for  Sir  Roger  has  told 
me,  that  in  the  course  of  his  amours  he  patched 
the  western  door  of  his  stable.  Whenever  the 
widow  was  cruel,  the  foxes  were  sure  to  pay  for 
it.  In  proportion  as  his  passion  for  the  widow 
abated,  and  old  age  came  on,  he  left  off  fox-hunt 
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ing,  but  a  hare  is  not  yet  safe  that  sits  within  ten 
miles  of  his  house. 

There  is  no  kind  of  exercise  which  1  would  so 
recommend  to  my  readers  of  both  sexes  as  this  of 
riding,  as  there  is  none  which  so  much  conduces 
to  health,  and  is  every  way  accommodated  to  the 
body,  according  to  the  idea  which  I  have  given 
of  it.  Dr.  Sydenham  is  very  lavish  in  its  praises; 
and  if  the  English  reader  will  see  the  mechanical 
effects  of  it  described  at  length,  he  may  find  them 
in  a  book  published  not  many  years  since,  under 
the  title  of  Medicina  Gymnastica,  For  my 
own  part,  when  I  am  in  town,  for  want  of  these 
opportunities  I  exercise  myself  an  hour  every 
morning  upon  a  dumb-bell  that  is  placed  in  a 
corner  of  my  room;  and  pleases  me  the  more, 
because  it  does  every  thing  I  require  of  it  in  the 
most  profound  silence.  My  landlady  and  her 
daughters  are  so  well  acquainted  with  my  hours 
of  exercise,  that  they  never  come  into  my  room 
to  disturb  me  while  1  am  ringing. 

When  1  was  some  years  younger  than  I  am  at 
present,  I  used  to  employ  myself  in  a  more  la- 
Dorious  diversion,  which  I  learned  from  a  Latin 
treatise  of  exercises,  that  is  written  with  great 
erudition:  it  is  there  called  the  cfxM)^;t'»>  or  the 
fighting  with  a  man's  own  shadow;  and  consists 
in  the  orandishing  of  two  short  sticks  grasped 
in  each  hand,  and  loaded  with  plugs  of  lead  at 
either  end.  This  opens  the  chest,  exercises  the 
limbs,  and  gives  a  man  all  the  pleasures  of  boxing 
without  the  blows.  1  could  wish  that  several 
learned  men  would  lay  out  that  time  which  they 
employ  in  controversies  and  disputes  about  no- 
fhlng,  in  this  method  of  fighting  with  their  own 
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shadows — it  might  conduce  very  much  to  evapo- 
rate the  spleen  which  makes  them  uneasy  to  the 
public  as  well  as  to  themselves. 

To  conclude,  as  1  am  a  compound  of  soul  and 
body,  1  consider  myself  as  obliged  to  a  double 
scheme  of  duties;  and  think  1  have  not  fulfilled 
the  business  of  the  day,  when  I  do  not  thus  em- 
ploy the  one  in  labour  and  exercise,  as  well  as 
the  other  in  study  and  contemplation. 

ADDISON.  L. 


No.  116.     FRIDAY,  JULY  13. 

Fbcai  ingenti  clamore  Cithseron, 
Taygetique  canea Viho.  Georg".  iii.  43. 

The  echoing  hills  and  chiding'  hounds  invite. 

Those  who  have  searched  into  human  nature 
observe,  that  nothing  so  much  shows  the  noble- 
ness of  the  soul,  as  that  its  felicity  consists  in  ac- 
tion. Every  man  has  such  an  active  principle  in 
him,  that  he  will  find  out  something  to  employ 
iiimself  upon  in  whatever  place  or  state  of  life 
he  is  posted.  I  have  heard  of  a  gentleman  who 
was  under  close  confinement  in  the  bastile  seven 
years;  during  which  time  he  amused  himself  in 
scattering  a  few  small  pins  about  his  chamber, 
gathering  them  up  agam,  and  placing  them  in 
diflferent  fieures  on  the  arm  of  a  great  chair.  He 
often  told  his  friends  afterwards,  that  unless  he 
had  found  out  this  piece  of  exercise,  he  verily 
believed  he  should  have  lost  his  senses. 

After  what  has  been  said,  I  need  not  inform 
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my  readers  that  Sir  Roger,  with  whose  character 
I  hope  they  are  at  present  pretty  well  acquainted, 
has  in  his  youth  gone  through  the  whole  course  of 
thpse  rural  diversions  which  the  country  abounds 
in;  and  which  seem  to  be  extremely  well  suited  to 
that  laborious  industry  a  man  may  observe  here 
in  a  far  greater  degree  than  in  towns  and  cities.  I 
have  before  hinted  at  some  of  my  friend's  ex- 
ploits: (See  No.  115)  he  has  in  his  youthful  days 
taken  forty  coveys  of  partridges  in  a  season,  and 
tired  many  a  salmon  with  a  line  consisting  but  of 
a  single  hair.  The  constant  thanks  and  good 
wishes  of  the  neighbourhood  always  attended 
him,  on  account  of  his  remarkable  enmity  to- 
wards foxes;  having  destroyed  more  of  those  ver- 
min in  one  year  than  it  was  thought  the  whole 
country  could  have  produced.  — Indeed  the  knight 
does  not  scruple  to  own  among  his  most  intimate 
friends,  that  in  order  to  establish  his  reputation 
this  way,  he  has  secretly  sent  for  great  numbers 
of  them  out  of  other  counties,  which  he  used  to 
turn  loose  about  the  country  by  night,  that  he 
might  the  better  signalize  himself  in  their  de- 
struction the  next  day.  His  hunting  horses  were 
the  finest  and  best  managed  in  all  those  parts;  his 
tenants  are  still  full  of  the  praises  of  a  gray  stone- 
horse  that  unhappily  staked  himself  several  years 
since,  and  was  buried  with  great  solemnity  in  the 
orchard. 

Sir  Roger  being  at  present  too  old  for  fox-hunt- 
ing, to  keep  himself  in  action,  has  disposed  of  his 
beagles,  and  got  a  pack  of  stop-hounds.  What 
these  want  in  speed,  he  endeavours  to  make 
amends  for  by  the  deepness  of  their  mouths,  and 
the  variety  of  their  notes,  which  are  suited  in 
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such  a  manner  to  each  other,  that  the  whole  cry 
makes  up  a  complete  concert.  He  is  so  nice  in 
this  particular,  that  a  gentleman  having  made 
him  a  present  of  a  very  fine  hound  the  other  day, 
the  knight  returned  it  hy  the  servant  with  a  great 
many  expressions  of  civility;  but  desired  him  to 
tell  his  master,  that  the  dog  he  had  sent  was  in- 
deed a  most  excellent  bass,  but  that  at  present  he 
only  wanted  a  counter  tenor.  Could  I  believe 
my  friend  had  ever  read  Shakspeare,  I  should  cer- 
tainly conclude  he  had  taken  the  hint  from  The- 
seus m  The  Midsummer  NighVs  Dream,, 

*  My  hounds  are  bred  out  of  the  Spai-tan  kind. 
So  flu'd,  so  sanded;  and  their  heads  ai*e  hung^ 
"With  ears  that  sweep  away  the  morning  dew, 
Crook-knee'd  and  dew-lap'd  like  Thessalian  bulls. 
Slow  in  pursuit,  but  match'd  in  mouth  like  bells, 
Each  under  each.   A  cry  more  tuneable 
Was  never  halloo'd  to,  nor  cheer*d  with  horn.* 

Sir  Roger  is  so  keen  in  this  sport,  that  he  has 
been  out  almost  every  day  since  I  came  down; 
and  upon  the  chaplain'^s  offering  to  lend  me  his 
easy  pad,  I  was  prevailed  on  yesterday  morning 
to  maKe  one  of  the  company.     I  was  extremely 

E leased,  as  we  rid  along,  to  observe  the  general 
enevolence  of  all  the  neighbourhood  towards  my 
friend.  The  farmers'  sons  thought  themselves 
happy  if  they  could  open  a  gate  for  the  good  old 
knignt  as  he  passed  by,  which  he  generally  re- 
quited with  a  nod  or  a  smile,  and  a  kind  inquiry 
after  their  fathers  or  uncles. 

After  we  had  rid  about  a  mile  from  home,  we 
came  upon  a  large  heath,  and  the  sportsmen  be- 
gan to  beat     They  had  done  so  for  some  time, 
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when,  as  1  was  at  a  little  distance  from  the  rest 
of  the  company,  I  saw  a  hare  pop  out  from  a 
small  furze  brake  almost  under  my  horse's  feet 
1  marked  the  way  she  took,  which  1  endeavour- 
ed to  make  the  company  sensible  of  by  extending 
my  arm,  but  to  no  purpose,  till  Sir  Koger,  who 
knows  that  none  oi  my  extraordinary  motions 
are  insignificant,  rode  up  to  me,  and  asked  me, 
if  puss  was  gone  that  way?  Upon  my  answering 
yeSf  he  immediately  called  in  the  dogs,  and  put 
them  upon  the  scent.  As  they  were  going  on,  I 
heard  one  of  the  country  fellows  muttering  to  his 
companion,  *  That  it  was  a  wonder  they  had  not 
lost  their  sport  for  want  of  the  silent  gentle- 
man's crying.  Stole  away,' 

This,  with  my  aversion  to  leaping  hedges, 
made  me  withdraw  to  a  rising  ground,  from 
whence  I  could  have  the  pleasure  of  the  whole 
chase,  without  the  fatigue  of  keeping  in  with  the 
hounds.  The  hare  immediately  threw  them  above 
a  mile  behind  her;  but  I  was  pleased  to  find  that 
instead  of  running  straight  forwards,  or  in  hun- 
ters' language  flying  the  country^  as  1  was  afraid 
she  might  nave  done,  she  wheeled  about,  and 
described  a  sort  of  circle  round  the  hill  where  1 
had  taken  my  station,  in  such  manner  as  gave 
me  a  very  distinct  view  of  the  sport.  I  could  see 
her  first  pass  by,  and  the  dogs  some  time  after- 
wards unravelhng  the  whole  tract  she  had  made, 
and  following  her  through  all  her  doubles.  I 
was  at  the  same  time  delighted  in  observing  that 
deference  which  the  rest  of  the  pack  paid  to  each 
particular  hound,  according  to  the  character  he 
nad  acquired  amongst  them.  If  they  were  at  a 
fault,  and  an  old  hound  of  reputation  opened  but 
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once,  he  was  immediately  followed  by  the  whole 
cry;  while  a  raw  dog,  or  one  who  was  a  noted 
liar,  might  have  yelped  his  heart  out,  without 
being  taken  notice  of. 

The  hare  now,  after  having  squatted  two  or 
three  times,  and  been  put  up  again  as  often,  came 
still  nearer  to  the  place  wnere  she  was  at  first 
started.  The  does  pursued  her,  and  these  were 
followed  by  the  jolly  knight,  who  rode  upon  a 
white  geldmg,  encompassed  by  his  tenants  and 
servants,  and  cheering  his  hounds  with  all  the 
gaiety  of  five-and-twenty.  One  of  the  sportsmen 
rode  up  to  me,  and  told  me,  that  he  was  sure  the 
chase  was  almost  at  an  end,  because  the  old  dogs, 
which  had  hitherto  lain  behind,  now  headed  the 
pack.  The  fellow  was  in  the  right.  Our  hare 
took  a  large  field  just  under  us,  fSlowed  by  the 
full  cry  in  view.  1  must  confess,  the  brightness 
of  the  weather,  the  cheerfulness  of  every  thing 
around  me,  the  chiding  of  the  hounds,  which  was 
returned  upon  us  in  a  doubled  echo  from  two 
neghbouring  hills,  with  the  hallooing  of  the 
sportsmen,  and  the  sounding  of  the  horn,  lifted 
my  spirits  into  a  most  lively  pleasure;  which  1 
freely  indulged,  because  I  was  sure  it  was  inno- 
cent. If  I  was  under  any  concern,  it  was  on  ac- 
count of  the  poor  hare,  that  was  now  quite  spent, 
and  almost  within  the  reach  of  her  enemies; 
when  the  huntsman  getting  forward,  threw  down 
his  pole  before  the  dogs.  They  were  now  with- 
in eight  yards  of  that  game,  which  they  had  been 
pursuing  for  almost  as  many  hours;  yet,  on  the 
signal  before  mentioned,  they  all  made  a  sudden 
stand,  and  though  they  continued  opening  as 
much  as  before,  durst  not  once  attempt  to  pass  be- 


48  THE  SPECTATOR.  No.  116. 

yond  the  pole.  At  the  same  time  Sir  Roger  rode 
forward,  and  alighting,  took  up  the  hare  in  his 
arms;  which  he  soon  after  delivered  up  to  one  of 
his  servants,  with  an  order,  if  she  could  be  kept 
alive,  to  let  her  go  in  his  great  orchard;  where,  it 
seems,  he  has  several  of  tnose  prisoners  of  war, 
who  live  together  in  a  very  comfortable  captivity. 
I  was  highly  pleased  to  see  the  discipline  of  tne 
pack,  and  the  good  nature  of  the  knight,  who 
could  not  find  m  his  heart  to  murder  a  creature 
that  had  given  him  so  much  diversion. 

As  we  were  returning  home,  I  remembered 
that  Monsieur  Paschal,  in  his  most  excellent  dis- 
course on  the  misery  of  man^  tells  us,  that  *  all 
our  endeavours  after  greatness,  proceed  from  no- 
thing but  a  desire  of  being  surrounded  by  a  mul- 
titude of  persons  and  affairs  that  may  hmder  us 
from  lookmg  into  ourselves,  which  is  a  view  that 
we  can  not  bear.  ^  He  afterwards  goes  on  to  show 
that  our  love  of  sports  comes  from  the  same  rea- 
son, and  is  particularly  severe  upon  hunting. 
*'  What  (says  he)  unless  it  be  to  drown  thought, 
can  make  men  throw  away  so  much  time  and 
pains  upon  a  silly  animal,  which  they  might  buy 
cheaper  in  the  market?'  The  foregoing  reflec- 
tion is  certainly  just,  when  a  man  suffers  his  whole 
mind  to  be  drawn  into  his  sports,  and  altogether 
loses  himself  in  the  woods;  but  does  not  affect 
those  who  propose  a  far  more  laudable  end  from 
this  exercise:!  mean,  *  the  preservation  of  health, 
and  keeping  all  the  organs  of  the  soul  in  a  condi- 
tion to  execute  her  orders.'  Had  that  incom-' 
parable  person,  whom  1  last  quoted,  been  a  little 
more  indulgent  to  himself  in  uiis  point,  the  world 
might  probably  have  enjoyed  him  much  longer; 
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whereas,  through  too  great  an  application  to  his 
studies  in  his  youth,  he  contracted  that  ill  habit 
of  body,  which,  after  a  tedious  sickness,  carried 
him  on  in  the  fortieth  year  of  his  age;  and  the 
whole  history  we  have  of  his  life  till  that  time, 
is  but  one  continued  account  of  the  behaviour  of 
a  noble  soul,  struggling  under  innumerable  pains 
and  distempers. 

For  my  own  part,  I  intend  to  hunt  twice  a 
week  during  my  stay  with  Sir  Roger;  and  shall 
prescribe  the  moderate  use  of  this  exercise  to  all 
my  country  friends,  as  the  best  kind  of  pliysic  for 
mending  a  bad  constitution,  and  preserving  a  good 
one. 

I  can  not  do  this  better  than  in  tlie  following 
lines  out  of  Mr.  Dryden. 

*The  first  physicians  by  debauch  were  made; 
Excess  began,  and  sloth  sustains  the  trade. 
By  chase  our  long  liv*d  fathers  eam*d  tlieir  food; 
Toil  strung  the  nerves,  and  purified  the  blood: 
But  we  their  sons,  a  pamper'd  race  of  men. 
Are  dwindled  down  to  threescore  years  and  ten. 
Better  to  hunt  in  fields  for  health  unbought. 
Than  fee  the  doctor  for  a  nauseous  draught 
The  wise  for  cure  on  exercise  depend: 
God  never  made  his  work  for  mail  to  mend.* 
BUDOELL.  X. 


Vol..  III.. 
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Ipsi  aibi  somniafingunt     Vikg.  Eel.  viii.  108. 


Their  own  imaginations  they  deceive. 

There  are  some  opinions  in  which  a  man 
should  stand  neuter,  without  engaging  his  assent 
to  one  side  or  the  other.  Such  a  hovering  faith 
as  this,  which  refuses  to  settle  upon  any  deter 
mination,  is  absolutely  necessary  m  a  mind  that 
is  careful  to  avoid  errors  and  prepossessions. 
When  the  arguments  press  equally  on  both  sides 
in  matters  tfiat  are  indifferent  to  us,  the  safest 
method  is  to  give  up  ourselves  to  neither. 

It  is  with  this  temper  of  mind  that  I  consider 
the  subject  of  witchcraft.  When  1  hear  the  rela- 
tions that  are  made  from  all  parts  of  the  world, 
not  only  from  Norway  and  Lapland,  from  the 
East  and  West  Indies,  but  from  every  particular 
nation  in  Europe,  1  can  not  forbear  thinking  that 
there  is  such  an  intercourse  and  commerce  with 
evil  spirits,  as  that  which  we  express  by  the  name 
of  witchcraft.  But  when  I  consider  that  the  ig- 
norant and  credulous  parts  of  the  world  abound 
most  in  these  relations,  and  that  the  persons 
among  us  who  are  supposed  to  engage  in  such  an 
infernal  commerce,  are  people  of  a  weak  under- 
standing and  crazed  imagination,  and  at  the  same 
time  reflect  upon  the  many  impostures  and  delu- 
sions of  this  nature  that  have  been  detected  in  all 
ages,  I  endeavour  to  suspend  my  belief  till  I  hear 
more  certain  accounts  tnan  any  which  have  yet 
nome  to  my  knowledge.     In  short,  when  I  con- 
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sider  the  question,  whether  there  are  such  per- 
sons in  the  world  as  those  we  call  witches,  my 
mind  is  divided  between  the  two  opposite  opin- 
ions; or  rather  (to  speak  my  thoughts  freely)  I 
believe  in  general  that  there  is  and  has  been  such 
a  thing  as  witchcraft;  but,  at  the  same  time,  can 
give  no  credit  to  any  particular  instance  of  it 

1  am  engaged  in  this  speculation  by  some  oc- 
currences that  I  met  with  yesterday,  which  1  shall 
give  my  readers  an  account  of  at  large.  As  I 
was  walking  with  my  friend  Sir  Roger,  by  the 
side  of  one  of  his  woods,  an  old  woman  applied 
herself  to  me  for  my  charity.  Her  dress  and 
figure  put  me  in  mind  of  the  following  descrip- 
tion in  Otway: 

<  In  a  close  lane  as  1  pursu'd  my  journey, 

I  spy'd  a  wrinkled  hag,  with  age  grown  double. 

Piling  dry  sticks,  and  mumbling  to  herself. 

Her  eyes  with  scalding  rheum  were  gall'd  and  red, 

Gold  palsy  shook  her  head ;  her  hands  seem'd  withei'd, 

And  on  her  crooked  shoulders  had  she  wrapp'd 

The  tatter'd  remnant  of  an  old  stripM  hanging, 

Which  senr'd  to  keep  her  carcase  from  the  cold 

So  there  was  nothing  of  a  piece  about  her. 

Her  lower  weeds  were  all  o'er  coarsely  patch'd 

With  different  colourM  rags,  black,  red,  white,  yeIlo% 

And  seem'd  to  speak  variety  of  wretchedness.' 

As  I  was  musing  on  this  description,  and  com- 
paring it  with  the  object  before  me,  the  knight 
told  me,  that  this  very  old  woman  had  the  repu- 
tation of  a  witch  all  over  the  country,  that  ner 
lips  were  observed  to  be  always  in  motion,  and 
that  there  was  not  a  switch  about  her  house  which 
her  neighbours  did  not  believe  had  carried  her 
seyeral  hundreds  of  miles.     If  she  chanced  to 
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stumble,  they  always  found  sticks  or  straws  that 
lay  in  the  figure  ot  a  cross  before  her.  If  she 
made  any  mistake  at  church,  and  cried  amen  in 
a  wrong  place,  they  never  failed  to  conclude  that 
she  was  saying  her  prayers  backwards.  There 
was  not  a  maid  in  the  parish  that  would  take  a 
pin  of  her,  though  she  should  offer  a  bag  of  mo- 
ney with  it.  She  goes  by  the  name  of  Moll 
Wnite,  and  has  made  the  country  ring  with  se- 
veral imaginary  exploits  which  are  palmed  upon 
her.  If  the  dairy-maid  does  not  make  her  butter 
oome  so  soon  as  she  would  have  it,  Moll  White 
is  at  the  bottom  of  the  churn.  If  a  horse  sweats 
in  the  stable,  Moll  Whites  has  been  upon  his  back. 
If  a  hare  makes  an  unexpected  escape  from  the 
hounds,  the  huntsman  curses  Moll  White.  Nay 
(says  sir  Roger)  1  have  known  the  master  of  the 
pack,  upon  such  an  occasion,  send  one  of  his  ser- 
vants to  see  if  Moll  White  had  been  out  that 
morning. 

This  account  raised  my  curiosity  so  far,  that  I 
begged  my  friend  Sir  Roger  to  go  with  me  into 
her  hovel,  which  stood  in  a  solitary  corner  under 
the  side  of  the  wood.  Upon  our  first  entering. 
Sir  Roger  winked  to  me,  and  pointed  at  some- 
thing that  stood  behind  the  door,  which,  upon 
looking  that  way,  I  found  to  be  an  old  brooni- 
staff.  At  the  same  time  he  whispered  me  in  the 
ear  to  take  notice  of  »  tabby  cat  that  sat  in  the 
chimney  corner,  which,  as  the  old  kniorht  told 
me,  lay  under  as  bad  a  report  as  MolT  White 
herself;  for  besides  that  Moil  is  said  often  to  ac- 
company her  in  the  same  shape,  the  cat  is  re- 
ported to  have  spoken  twice  or  thrice  in  her  life. 
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and  to  have  played  several  pranks  above  the  ca- 
pacity of  an  ordinary  cat. 

1  was  secretly  concerned  to  see  human  nature 
in  so  much  wretchedness  and  disgrace,  but  at 
the  same  time  could  not  forbear  smiling  to  hear 
Sir  Roger,  who  is  a  little  puzzled  about  the  old 
woman,  advising  her,  as  a  Justice  of  peace,  to 
avoid  all  communication  with  the  devil,  and  ne- 
ver to  hurt  any  of  her  neighbours'  cattle.  We 
concluded  our  visit  with  a  bounty  which  was 
very  acceptable. 

In  our  return  home.  Sir  Roger  told  me  that 
old  Moll  had  been  often  brought  before  him  for 
making  children  spit  pins,  and  giving  maids  the 
night-mare;  and  that  the  country  people  would 
be  tossing  her  into  a  pond,  and  trying  experi- 
ments with  her  every  day,  if  it  was  not  for  him 
and  his  chaplain. 

I  have  since  found  upon  inquiry,  that  Sir  Ro- 
ger was  several  times  staggered  with  the  reports 
that  had  been  brought  him  concerning  this  old 
woman,  and  would  frequently  have  hound  her 
over  to  the  county  sessions,  had  not  his  chaplain 
with  much  ado,  persuaded  him  to  the  contrary. 

1  have  been  the  more  particular  in  this  account, 
because  1  hear  there  is  scarce  a  village  m  En- 
gland that  has  not  a  Moll  White  in  it.  When  an 
old  woman  begins  to  dote,  and  grows  chargeable 
to  a  parish,  she  is  generally  turned  into  a  witch, 
and  fills  the  whole  country  with  extravagant 
fancies,  imaginary  distempers,  and  terrifying 
dreams.  In  the  mean  time  the  poor  wretch,  that 
is  the  innocent  occasion  of  so  many  evils,  begins 
to  be  frightened  at  herself,  and  sometimes  con- 
fesses secret  commerces  and  familiarities  that  her 
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tmagination  forms  in  a  delirious  old  age.  This 
frequently  cuts  off  charity  from  the  greatest  ob- 
jects of  compassion,  and  inspires  people  with  a 
malevolence  towards  those  poor  decrepid  parts 
of  our  species,  in  whom  human  nature  is  deraced 
by  infirmity  and  dotage. 

ADDISON.  L. 
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—Haeret  kUeri  kthaUs  arundo.    Yiro.  JEn.  iv..  73* 
^The  f^tal  dart 


Sticks  in  his  side,  and  rankles  in  his  heart.    BRTBXir. 

This  agreeable  seat  is  surrounded  with  so 
many  pleasing  walks,  which  are  struck  out  of  a 
wood,  in  the  midst  of  which  the  house  stands, 
that  one  can  hardly  ever  be  weary  of  rambling 
from  one  labyrinth  of  delight  to  another.  To  one 
used  to  live  in  a  city,  the  charms  of  the  country 
are  so  exquisite,  that  the  mind  is  lost  in  a  cer- 
tain transport  which  raises  us  above  ordinary  life; 
and  yet  is  not  strong  enough  to  be  inconsistent 
with  tranquillity.  This  state  of  mind  was  1  in, 
ravished  with  the  murmur  of  waters,  the  whis- 

fer  of  breezes,  the  singing  of  birds;  and  whether 
looked  up  to  the  heavens,  down  on  the  earth, 
or  turned  to  the  prospects  around  me,  still  struck 
with  new  sense  of  pleasure;  when  1  found  by  the 
voice  of  my  friend,  who  walked  by  me,  that  we 
had  insensibly  strolled  into  the  grove  sacred  to 
the  widow.  This  woman  (says  hej  is,  of  all 
others  the  most  unintelligible;  she  eitner  designs 
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to  marry  or  she  does  not.  What  is  the  most  per^ 
plexing  of  all  is,  that  she  does  not  either  say  to 
her  lovers  she  has  any  resolution  against  that 
condition  of  life  in  general,  or  that  she  hanishen 
them;  but  conscious  of  her  own  merit,  she  per 
mits  their  addresses,  without  fear  of  an^  ill  con 
sequence,  or  want  of  respect,  from  their  rage  oi 
despair.  She  has  that  in  her  aspect,  against  which 
it  is  impossible  to  offend.  A  man  whose  thoughts 
are  constantly  bent  upon  so  agreeable  an  object, 
must  be  excused  if  the  ordinary  occurrences  in 
conversation  are  below  his  attention.  I  call  her 
indeed  perverse,  but,  alas!  why  do  1  call  her  so? 
Because  her  superior  merit  is  such,  that  1  can 
not  approach  her  without  awe,  that  my  heart  is 
checked  by  too  much  esteem;  I  am  angry  that 
her  charms  are  not  more  accessible,  that  I  am 
more  inclined  to  worship  than  salute  her:  how 
often  have  I  wished  her  unhappy  that  1  might 
have  an  opportunity  of  serving  her,  and  how  of- 
ten troubfed  in  that  very  imagination  at  giving 
her  the  pain  of  being  obliged?  Well,  I  have  leu 
a  miserahle  life  in  secret  upon  her  account;  bvit 
fancy  she  would  have  condescended  to  have  some 
regard  for  me,  if  it  had  not  been  for  that  watch- 
fulanimal  her  confidant. 

Of  all  persons  under  the  sun  (continued  he, 
calling  me  by  my  name)  be  sure  to  set  a  mark 
upon  confidants;  they  are  of  all  people  the  most 
impertinent.  What  is  most  pleasant  to  observe 
in  them  is,  that  they  assume  to  themselves  the 
merit  of  the  persons  whom  they  have  in  their 
custody,  Orestilla  is  a  great  fortune,  and  in  won- 
derful danger  of  surprises,  therefore  full  of  sus- 
picions of  flie  least  indifferent  thing,  particularly 
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careful  of  new  acquaintance,  and  of  gi'owing  too 
familiar  with  the  old.  Themista,  her  favourite 
woman,  is  every  whit  as  careful  of  whom  she 
speaks  to,  and  what  she  says.  Let  the  ward  be  a 
beauty,  her  confidant  shall  treat  you  with  an  air 
of  distance:  let  her  be  a  fortune,  and  she  assumes 
the  suspicious  behaviour  of  her  friend  and  pa- 
troness. Thus  it  is  that  very  many  of  our  un- 
married women  of  distinction  are  to  all  intents 
and  purposes  married,  except  the  consideration 
of  different  sexes.  They  are  directly  under  the 
conduct  of  their  whisperer;  and  think  they  are  in 
a  state  of  freedom,  while  they  can  prate  with  one 
of  these  attendants  of  all  men  in  general,  and  still 
avoid  the  man  they  most  like.  You  do  not  see 
one  heiress  in  a  hundred  whose  fate  does  not  turn 
upon  this  circumstance  of  choosing  a  confidant. 
Thus  it  is  that  the  lady  is  addressed  to,  pre- 
sented and  flattered,  only  by  proxy,  in  her  wo- 
man. In  my  case,  how  is  it  possible  that '  Sir 

Roger  was  proceeding  in  his  harangue,  when  we 
heard  the  voice  of  one  speaking  very  importu- 
nately, and  repeating  these  words,  *What,  not 
one  smile?'  W  e  followed  the  sound  till  we  came 
to  a  close  thicket,  on  the  other  side  of  which  we 
saw  a  young  woman  sitting,  as  it  were,  in  a  per- 
sonated sullenness  just  over  a  transparent  foun- 
tain. Opposite  to  her  stood  Mr.  William,  Sir 
Roger's  master  of  the  game.  The  knight  whisper- 
ed me,  *  Hist,  these  are  lovers.'  The  huntsman 
looking  earnestly  at  the  shadow  of  the  young 
maiden  in  the  stream,  <  0  thou  dear  picture,  if 
thou  couldst  remain  there  in  the  absence  of  that 
fair  creature  whom  you  represent  in  the  water, 
how  willingly  could  I  stand  here  satisfied  for 
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ever,  without  troubling  my  dear  Betty  herself 
with  any  mention  of  her  unfortunate  William, 
whom  she  is  angry  with:  but  alas!  when  she 
pleases  to  begone,  thou  wilt  also  vanish — Yet  let 
me  talk  to  thee  while  thou  dost  stay.  Tell  my 
dearest  Betty  thou  dost  not  more  depend  upon 
her  than  does  her  William,  her  absence  will 
make  away  with  me  as  well  as  thee.  If  she  of- 
fers to  remove  thee,  I'll  jump  into  these  waves 
'  to  lay  hold  on  thee,  herself;  ner  own  dear  per- 
son, I  must  never  embrace  again — Still  do  you 
hear  me  without  one  smile — It  is  too  much  to 

bear.' He  had  no  sooner  spoke  these  words, 

but  he  made  an  offer  of  throwing  himself  into  the 
water;  at  which  his  mistress  started  up,  and  at 
the  next  instant  he  jumped  across  the  fountain, 
and  met  her  in  an  embrace.  She,  half  recover- 
ing from  her  fright,  said,  in  the  most  charming 
voice  imaginable,  and  withk  a  tone  of  complaint, 
*  I  thought  how  well  you  would  drown  yourself. 
No,  no,  you  wont  drown  yourself  till  you  have 
taken  your  leave  of  Susan  Holiday.'  The  hunts- 
man, with  a  tenderness  that  spoke  the  most  pas- 
sionate love,  and  with  his  cheek  close  to  her's, 
whispered  the  softest  vows  of  fidelity  in  her  ear, 
and  cried,  *  Don't,  my  dear,  believe  a  word  Kate 
Willow  says:  she  is  spiteful,  and  makes  stories, 
because  she  loves  to  hear  me  talk  to  herself  for 
your  sake. '  Look  3rou  there  (quoth  Sir  Roger)  do 
you  see  there,  all  mischief  comes  from  conndants! 
but  let  us  not  interrupt  them;  the  maid  is  honest, 
and  the  man  dare  not  be  otherwise,  for  he  knows 
1  loved  her  father:  I  will  interpose  in  this  mat- 
ter, and  hasten  the  wedding.  Kate  Willow  is  a 
witty  mischievous  wench  in  the  neighbourhood, 
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who  was  a  beauty;  and  makes  me  hope  I  shall 
see  the  perverse  widow  in  her  condition.  She 
was  so  flippant  with  her  answers  to  all  the  hon- 
est fellows  that  came  near  her,  and  so  very  vain 
of  her  beauty^,  that  she  has  valued  herself  upon 
her  charms  till  they  are  ceased.  She  therefore 
now  makes  it  her  business  to  prevent  other  young 
women  from  being  more  discreet  than  she  was 
herself:  however,  the  saucy  thing  said  the  other 
day  well  enough,  *  Sir  Roger  and  I  must  make  a 
matclf,  for  we  are  both  despised  by  those  we  lov- 
ed;' the  hussy  has  a  great  deal  of  power  wherever 
she  comes,  and  has  her  share  of  cunning. 

However,  when  I  reflect  upon  this  woman,  1 
do  not  know  whether  in  the  main  I  am  the  worse 
for  having  loved  her:  whenever  she  is  recalled  to 
my  imagination,  my  youth  returns,  and  I  feel  a 
forgotten  warmth  in  my  veins.  This  affliction 
in  my  life  has  streaked  all  my  conduct  with  a 
softness  of  which  1  should  otherwise  have  been 
incapable.  It  is  owing,  perhaps,  to  this  dear 
image  in  my  heart,  that  1  am  apt  to  relent,  that  I 
easily  forgive,  and  that  many  desirable  things  are 
grown  into  my  temper,  which  1  should  not  have 
arrived  at  by  better  motives  than  the  thought  of 
being  one  day  her's.  1  am  pretty  well  satisfied 
such  a  passion  as  I  have  had  is  never  well  cured: 
and  between  you  and  me,  1  am  often  apt  to  ima- 

fine  it  has  had  some  whimsical  effect  upon  my 
rain:  for  I  frequently  find,  that  in  my  most  sen 
ous  discourse  I  let  fall  some  comical  familiarity 
of  speech,  or  odd  phrase,  that  makes  the  company 
laugh:  however,  1  can  not  but  allow  she  is  a  most 
excellent  woman.  When  she  is  in  the  country  1 
fvsrrant  she  does  not  run  into  dairies,  but  reads 
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upon  the  nature  of  plants;  she  has  a  glass  bee- 
hive, and  comes  into  the  garden  out  oi  books  to 
see  them  work,  and  observe  the  policies  of  their 
commonwealth.  She  understancls  every  thing. 
IM  give  ten  pounds  to  hear  her  argue  with  my 
friend  Sir  Andrew  Freeport  about  trade.  No, 
no,  for  all  she  looks  so  innocent  as  it  were,  take 
my  word  for  it  she  is  no  fool. 

STEELE.  T. 


No.  1 1 9.    TUESDAY,  JULY  1 7. 

Urbem  quam  dicunt  Homam,  Melibsee,  putavi 

StuUua  ego,  huie  nostrss  simikm—^      Virg.  Eel.  i.  v.  20. 

Fool  that  I  was,  I  thought  imperial  Rome 

Like  Mantua.  Drtoeit. 

The  first  and  most  obvious  reflections  which 
arise  in  a  man  who  changes  the  city  for  the  coun- 
try, are  upon  the  different  manners  of  the  people 
wnom  he  meets  with  in  those  two  different  scenes 
of  life.  By  manners  I  do  not  mean  morals,  but 
behaviour  and  good-breeding,  as  they  show  them- 
selves in  the  town  and  in  the  country. 

And  here,  in  the  first  place,  1  must  observe  a 
a  very  great  revolution  tnat  has  happened  in  thii 
article  of  good-breeding.  Several  obliging  defer^ 
ences,  condescensions,  and  submissions,  wits 
many  outward  forms  and  ceremonies  that  accom- 
pany them,  were  first  of  all  brought  up  amon^ 
the  politer  part  of  mankind,  who  lived  m  courts 
and  cities,  and  distinguished  themselves  from  the 
rustic  part  of  the  species  (who  on  all  occasions 
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acted  bluntly  and  naturally)  br  such  a  mutual 
complaisance  and  intercourse  oi  civilities.  These 
forms  of  conversation  by  degrees  multiplied  and 
grew  troublesome;  the  modish  world  found  too 
great  a  constraint  in  them,  and  have  therefore 
thrown  most  of  them  asidei.  Conversation,  like 
the  Romish  religion,  was  so  incumbered  with 
show  and  ceremony,  that  it  stood  in  need  of  a 
reformation  to  retrench  its  superfluities,  and  re- 
store it  to  its  natural  good  sense  and  beauty.  At 
present  therefore  an  unconstrained  carriage,  and 
a  certain  openness  of  behaviour,  are  the  height  of 
good-breeaing.  The  fashionable  world  is  grown 
tree  and  easy;  our  manners  sit  more  loose  upon 
us;  nothing  is  so  modish  as  an  agreeable  negli- 
gence. In  a  word,  good-breeding  shows  itself 
most  where  to  an  ordinary  eye  it  appears  the 
least. 

If  after  this  we  look  on  the  people  of  mode  in 
the  country,  we  find  in  them  the  manners  of  the 
last  age.  They  have  no  sooner  fetched  themselves 
up  to  the  fashions  of  the  polite  world,  but  the  town 
has  dropped  them,  ana  are  nearer  to  the  first 
state  of  nature  than  to  those  refinements  which 
formerly  reigned  in  the  court,  and  still  prevail  in 
the  country.  One  may  now  know  a  man  that 
never  conversed  in  the  world  by  his  excess  of 
good-breeding.  A  polite  country  squire  shall 
make  you  as  many  bows  in  half  an  hour  as  would 
serve  a  courtier  for  a  week.  There  is  infinitely 
more  to  do  about  place  and  precedency  in  a  meet- 
ing of  justices'  wives,  than  in  an  assembly  of 
duchesses. 

This  rural  politeness  is  very  troublesonrte  to  a 
MXisun  oimy  temper,  who  generally  takes  the  chair 
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that  is  next  me,  and  walk  first  or  last,  in  they 
or  in  the  rear,  -as  chance  directs.  I  have  knS^^ 
my  friend  Sir  Roger's  dinner  almost  cold  befort. 
the  company  could  adjust  the  ceremonial,  and  be 
prevailed  upon  to  sit  down;  and  have  heartily 
pitied  my  old  friend,  when  I  have  seen  him 
forced  to  pick  and  cull  his  guests,  as  they  sat  at 
the  several  parts  of  his  table,  that  he  may  drink 
their  healths  according  to  their  respective  ranks 
and  qualities.  Honest  Will  Wimble,  who  I 
should  have  thought  had  been  altogether  unin- 
fected with  ceremony,  gives  me  aoundance  of 
trouble  in  this  particular.  Though  he  has  been 
fishing  all  the  morning,  he  will  not  help  himself 
at  dinner  till  I  am  served.  When  we  are  going 
out  of  the  hall,  he  runs  behind  me;  and  last  night, 
as  we  were  walking  in  the  fields,  stopped  short 
at  a  style  till  I  came  up  to  it,  and  upon  my  mak- 
ing signs  to  him  to  get  over,  told  me  with  a  se- 
rious smile,  that  sure  1  believed  they  had  no 
manners  in  the  country. 

There  has  happened  another  revolution  in  the 
point  of  good-breeding,  which  relates  to  the  con- 
versation among  men  of  mode,  and  which  I  can 
not  but  look  upon  as  very  extraordinary.  It  was 
certainly  one  of  the  first  distinctions  of  a  well 
bred  man,  to  express  every  thing  that  had  the  most 
remote  appearance  of  being  obscene,  in  modest 
terms  ana  distant  phrases;  whilst  the  clown,  who 
had  no  such  delicacy  of  conception  and  expres- 
sion, clothed  his  ideas  in  those  plain  homely 
terms  that  are  the  most  obvious  and  natural. 
This  kind  of  good  manners  was  perhaps  carried 
to  ftn  excess,  so  as  to  make  conversation  too  stiff, 
folimal,  and  precise;  for  which  reason,  (as  hy 
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9tet^^  {e  is  generally  succeeded  by 

3  /r)   conversation  is  in  a  great 

af  S     2  into  the  first  extreme:  so  that 

of  our  men  of  the  town,  and 
i  who  have  been  polished  in 
;  of  the  most  coarse  uncivilized 
r.  Mage^  and  often  utter  themselves 

in  such  a  mannci'asa  clown  would  blush  to  hear. 
This  infamous  piece  of  good-breeding,  which 
reigns  among  the  coxcombs  of  the  town,  has  not 
yet  made  its  way  into  the  country;  and  as  it  is 
impossible  for  such  an  irrational  way  of  conver- 
sation to  last  long  among  a  people  that  make  any 
profession  of  religion  or  show  of  modesty,  if  the 
country  gentlemen  eet  into  it,  they  will  certain 
ly  be  left  in  the  lurcn.  Their  good-breeding  will 
come  too  late  to  them,  and  they  will  be  thought  a 
parcel  of  lewd  clowns,  while  they  fancy  them- 
selves talking  together  like  men  of  wit  and  plea- 
sure. 

As  the  two  points  of  good-breeding  which  1 
have  hitherto  insisted  upon,  regard  behaviour 
and  conversation,  there  is  a  third  which  turns 
upon  dress.  In  this  too  the  country  are  very  much 
behind  hand.  The  rural  beaux  are  not  yet  got 
out  of  the  fashion  that  took  place  at  the  time  of 
the  revolution,  but  ride  about  the  country  in  red 
coats  and  laced  hats;  while  the  women,  m  many 

Earts,  are  still  trying  to  outvie  one  another  in  the 
eight  of  their  head-dresses. 
But  a  friend  of  mine,  who  is  now  upon  the 
western  circuit,  having  promised  to  give  me  an 
account  of  the  several  modes  and  fashions  that 
prevail  in  the  different  parts  of  the  nation  through 
H*hich  he  passes^  I  shall  defer  the  enlarging  upon 
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this  last  topic  till  I'have  received  a  letter  from 
him,  which  I  expect  every  post.  (See  No.  129.) 

ADPISON.  L. 
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-Equidem  credo,  quia  sit  divinitua  Hits 


Ingemum Vibs.  Georg".  i.  415. 

I  think  their  breasts  with  heavenly  souls  iiispir*d. 

Drtdeit. 

My  friend  Sir  Roger  is  very  often  merry  with 
me  upon  my  passing  so  much  of  my  time  among 
his  poultry.  He  has  caught  me  twice  or  thrice 
looking  after  a  bird's  nest,  and  several  times  sit- 
tinjr  an  hour  or  two  together,  near  a  hen  and 
chickens.  He  tells  me  he  believes  1  am  person- 
ally acquainted  with  every  fowl  about  his  house, 
calls  such  a  particular  cock  my  favourite,  and 
frequently  complains  that  his  ducks  and  geese 
have  more  of  my  company  than  himself. 

I  must  confess  I  am  infinitely  delighted  with 
those  speculations  of  nature  which  are  to  be  made 
m  a  country  life;  and  as  my  reading  has  very 
much  lain  among  books  of  natural  history,  I  can 
not  forbear  recollecting  upon  this  occasion,  the 
several  remarks  which  1  have  met  with  in  au- 
thors, and  comparing  them  with  what  falls  under 
my  own  observation,  the  arguments  for  Provi- 
dence, drawn  from  the  natural  history  of  animals, 
being  in  my  opinion  demonstrative. 

The  make  of  every  kind  of  animal  is  difi'erent 
from  that  of  every  other  kind;  and  yet  there  u 
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not  the  least  turn  in  the  muscles  or  twist  in  the 
fibres  of  any  one,  which  does  not  ren3er  them 
more  proper  for  that  particular  animal's  way  of 
life,  than  any  other  cast  or  texture  of  them  would 
have  been. 

The  most  violent  appetites  in  all  creatures  are 
lust  and  hunger;  the  nrst  is  a  perpetual  call  upon 
them  to  propagate  their  kind,  the  latter  to  pre- 
serve themselves. 

It  is  astonishing  to  consider  the  different  de- 
grees of  care  that  descend  from  the  parent  to  the 
young,  so  far  as  it  is  absolutely  necessary  for  the 
leaving  a  posterity.  Some  creatures  cast  their 
eggs  as  chance  directs  them,  and  think  of  them 
no  farther,  as  insects  and  several  kinds  of  fish: 
others  of  a  nicer  frame  find  out  proper  beds  to 
deposite  them  in,  and  there  leave  them;  as  the  ser- 
pent, the  crocodile,  and  ostrich:  others  hatch  their 
eggs  and  tend  the  birth  till  it  is  able  to  shift  for 
iUelf. 

What  can  we  call  the  principle  which  directs 
every  different  kind  of  bird  to  observe  a  particu- 
lar plan  in  the  structure  of  its  nest,  and  directs  all 
of  the  same  species  to  work  after  the  same  model? 
It  can  not  be  imitation;  for  though  you  hatch  a 
crow  under  a  hen,  and  never  let  it  see  any  of 
the  works  of  its  own  kind,  the  nest  it  makes  shall 
be  the  same,  to  the  laying  of  a  stick,  with  all  the 
other  nests  of  the  same  species.  It  can  not  be 
reason;  for  were  animals  endued  with  it  to  as 
great  a  degree  as  man,  their  buildings  would  be 
as  different  as  ours,  according  to  the  different  con 
veniences  that  they  would  propose  to  themselves. 

Is  it  not  remarkable,  that  tne  same  temper  of 
fveather  which  raises  this  genial  warmth  in  ani- 
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mals,  should  cover  the  trees  with  leaves,  and  the 
fields  with  grass,  for  their  security  and  conceal- 
ment, and  produce  such  infinite  swarms  of  insects 
for  the  support  and  sustenance  of  their  respective 
broods? 

Is  it  not  wonderful,  that  the  love  of  the  parent 
should  be  so  violent  while  it  lasts,  and  that  it 
should  last  no  longer  than  is  necessary  for  the 
preservation  of  the  young? 

The  violence  of  this  natural  love  is  exemplified 
by  a  verv  barbarous  experiment;  which  1  shall 
quote  at  length,  as  I  find  it  in  an  excellent  author, 
and  hope  my  readers  will  pardon  the  mentioning 
such  an  instance  of  cruelty,  because  there  is  no- 
thing can  so  effectuallv  show  the  strength  of  that 
principle  in  animals  oi  which  1  am  here  speaking. 
'  A  person  who  was  well  skilled  in  dissections 
o))ened  a  bitch,  and  as  she  lay  in  the  most  ex- 
q'lisite  tortures,  ofiered  her  one  of  her  youngs 
}  uppies,  which  she  immediately  fell  a  licking, 
ana  for  the  time  seemed  insensible  of  her  own 
pain:  on  the  removal  she  kept  her  eye  fixed  on  it, 
and  began  a  wailing  sort  of  cry,  which  seemed 
rather  to  proceed  from  the  loss  of  her  young  one, 
than  the  sense  of  her  own  torments.' 

But  notwithstanding  this  natural  love  in  brutes 
is  much  more  violent  and  intense  than  in  rational 
creatures.  Providence  has  taken  care  that  it  should 
be  no  longer  troublesome  to  the  parent  than  it  is 
useful  to  tne  young;  for  so  soon  as  the  wants  of 
the  latter  cease,  the  mother  withdraws  her  fond- 
ness, and  leaves  them  to  provide  for  themselves: 
and  what  is  a  very  remarkable  circumstance  in 
this  part  of  instinct,  we  find  that  the  love  of  the 
parent  may  be  lengthened  out  beyond  its  usual 

Vol.  m.— 6 
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time,  if  the  preservation  of  the  species  requires 
it;  as  we  may  see  in  birds  that  drive  away  their 
young  as  soon  as  they  are  able  to  get  their  liveli- 
hood, but  continue  to  feed  them  if  they  are  tied 
to  the  nest,  or  confined  within  a  cage,  or  by  any 
other  means  appear  to  be  out  of  a  condition  of 
supplying  their  own  necessities. 

This  natural  love  is  not  observed  in  animals  to 
ascend  from  the  young  to  the  parent,  which  is  not 
at  all  necessary  for  the  continuance  of  the  species; 
nor  indeed  in  reasonable  creatures  does  it  rise  in 
any  proportion,  as  it  spreads  itself  dow|i wards; 
for  m  all  family  affection,  we  find  protection 
granted  and  favours  bestowed  are  greater  motives 
to  love  and  tenderness,  than  safety,  benefits,  or 
life  received. 

One  would  wonder  to  hear  sceptical  men  dis- 
puting for  the  reason  of  animals,  and  telling  us  it 
is  only  our  pride  and  prejudices  that  will  not  allow 
them  the  use  of  that  faculty. 

Reason  shows  itself  in  all  the  occurrences  of 
life;  whereas  the  brute  makes  no  discovery  of 
such  a  talent,  but  in  what  immediately  regards 
his  own  preservation  or  the  continuance  of  his 
species.  Animals,  in  their  generation,  are  wiser 
than  the  sons  of  men;  but  their  wisdom  is  con- 
fined to  a  few  particulars,  and  lies  in  a  very  nar- 
row compass.  Take  a  brute  out  of  his  instinct, 
and  you  nnd  him  wholly  deprived  of  understand- 
ing. To  use  an  instance  that  comes  often  under 
observation: 

With  what  caution  does  the  hen  provide  her- 
self a  nest  in  places  unfrequented,  and  free  from 
noise  and  disturbance!  When  she  has  laid  her 
eggs  ID  5uch  a  manner  that  she  can  cover  them, 
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what  care  does  she  take  in  turning  them  frequentr 
ly,  that  all  parts  may  partake  of  the  vital  warmth ! 
When  she  leaves  them  to  provide  for  her  neces- 
sary sustenance,  how  punctually  does  she  return 
before  they  have  time  to  cool,  and  become  inca- 
pable of  producing  an  animal!  In  the  summer 
you  see  her  giving  herself  greater  freedoms,  and 
quitting  her  care  for  above  two  hours  together, 
but  in  winter,  when  the  rig;our  of  the  season 
would  chill  the  principles  of  life,  and  destroy  the 
young  one,  she  grows  more  assiduous  in  her  at- 
tendance, and  stays  away  but  half  the  time.  When 
the  birth  approaches,  with  how  much  nicety  and 
attention  aoes  she  help  the  chick  to  break  its 
prison!  Not  to  take  notice  of  her  covering  it 
from  the  injuries  of  the  weather,  providing  it 
proper  nourishment,  and  teaching  it  to  help  itself; 
nor  to  mention  her  forsaking  the  nest,  if,  after 
the  usual  time  of  reckoning,  the  young  one  does 
not  make  its  appearance.  A  chemicaloperation 
could  not  be  followed  with  greater  art  or  diligence 
than  is  seen  in  the  hatching  of  a  chick,  though 
there  are  many  other  birds  that  show  an  infinite- 
ly greater  sagacity  in  all  the  forementioned  par- 
ticulars. 

But,  at  the  same  time,  the  hen,  that  has  all  this 
seeming  ingenuity  (which  is  indeed  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  propagation  of  the  species)  con- 
sidered in  other  respects,  is  without  the  least 
glimmerings  of  thought  or  common  sense.  She 
mistakes  a  piece  of  chalk  for  an  egg,  and  sits 
upon  it  in  the  same  manner:  she  is  insensible  of 
any  increase  or  diminution  in  the  number  of  those 
she  lays:  she  does  not  distinguish  between  her 
own  and  those  of  another  species;  and  when  the 
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birth  appears  of  ever  so  diiSerent  a  bird,  will 
cherish  it  for  her  own.  In  all  these  circum- 
stances, which  do  not  carry  an  immediate  regard 
to  the  subsistence  of  herself  or  her  species,  she  is 
a  very  idiot. 

There  is  not,  in  my  opinion,  any  thing  more 
mysterious  in  nature,  than  this  instinct  in  ani- 
mals, which  thus  rises  above  reason,  and  falls  in- 
finitely short  of  it.  It  can  not  be  accounted  for 
by  any  properties  in  matter,  and  at  the  same  time 
works  after  so  odd  a  manner,  that  one  can  not 
think  it  the  faculty  of  an  intellectual  being.  For 
my  own  part,  I  look  upon  it  as  upon  the  princi- 
ple of  gravitation  in  bodies,  which  is  not  to  be 
explained  by  any  known  qualities  inherent  in  the 
bodies  themselves,  nor  from  any  laws  of  me- 
chanism, but,  according  to  the  best  notions  of  the 
greatest  philosophers,  is  an  immediate  impression 
irom  the  first  Mover,  and  the  Divine  energy  act- 
ing in  the  creatures. 

ADDISON.  L. 
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Jovis  omnia  plena,  Virg.  Eel.  iii.  v.  60. 

All  is  full  of  Jove. 

As  I  was  walking  this  morning  in  the  great 
yard  that  belongs  to  my  friend's  country-house, 
1  was  wonderfully  pleased  to  see  the  different 
workings  of  instinct  in  a  hen  followed  by  a  brood 
of  duck's.  The  young,  upon  the  sight  of  a  pond. 
Immediately  ran  into  it:  while  the  step-mother. 
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with  all  imaginable  anxiety,  iiovered  about  the 
borders  of  it,  to  call  them  out  of  an  element  that 
appeared  to  her  so  dangerous  and  destructive. 
As  the  diffe.rent  principle  which  acted  in  these 
different  animals  can  not  be  termed  reason,  so 
when  we  call  it  instincifWe  mean  something  we 
have  no  knowledge  of.  To  me,  as  1  hinted  in 
my  last  paper,  it  seems  the  immediate  direction  of 
Providence,  and  such  an  operation  of  the  Supreme 
Being,  as  that  which  determines  all  the  portions 
of  matter  to  their  proper  centres.  A  modern  phi- 
losopher, quoted  by  Monsieur  Bayle,  in  his  learn- 
ed iJissertation  on  the  Souls  of  ferutes,  delivers 
the  same  opinion,  though  in  a  bolder  form  of 
words,  where  he  says,  £)eus  est  anima  bruto- 
rum^  '  God  himself  is  the  soul  of  brutes.'  Who 
can  tell  what  to  call  that  seeming  sagacity  in  ani- 
mals, which  directs  them  to  such  food  as  is  pro- 
j>er  for  them,  and  makes  them  naturally  avoid 
whatever  is  noxious  or  unwholesome?  Tully  has 
observed,  that  a  lamb  no  sooner  falls  from  its 
mother,  but  immediately  and  of  its  own  accord 
it  applies  itself  to  the  teat.  Dampier,  in  his 
Travels,  tells  us,  that  when  seamen  are  thrown 
upon  any  of  the  unknown  coasts  of  America,  they 
never  venture  upon  the  fruit  of  any  tree,  how 
tempting  soever  it  may  appear,  unless  \h^y  ob- 
serve that  it  is  marked  witn  the  pecking  of  birds; 
but  fall  on  without  any  fear  or  apprehension 
where  the  birds  have  been  before  them. 

But  notwithstanding  animals  have  nothing  like 
the  use  of  reason,  we  find  in  them  all  the  lower 
|3arts  of  our  nature,  the  passions  and  senses  in 
their  greatest  strength  ana  perfection.  And  here 
it  is  worth  our  observation,  that  all  beasts  and 
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birds  of  prey  are  wonderfully  subject  to  anger, 
malice,  revenge,  and  all  the  other  violent  pas- 
sions that  may  animate  them  in  search  of  their 
proper  food;  as  those  that  are  incapable  of  de- 
fending themselves,  or  annoying  others,  or  whose 
safety  lies  chiefly  in  their  flight,  are  suspicious, 
fearful,  and  apprehensive  of  every  thing  they  see 
or  hear;  whilst  others  that  are  of  assistance  and 
use  to  man,  have  their  natures  softened  with 
something  mild  and  tractable,  and  by  that  means 
are  qualified  for  a  domestic  life.  In  this  case  the 
passions  generally  correspond  with  the  make  of 
the  body.  We  do  not  fina  the  fury  of  a  lion  in  so 
weak  and  defenceless  an  animal  as  a  lamb,  nor 
the  meekness  of  a  lamb  in  a  creature  so  armed 
for  battle  and  assault  as  the  lion.  In  the  same 
manner,  we  find  that  particular  animals  have  a 
more  or  less  exquisite  sharpness  and  sagacity  in 
those  particular  senses  which  most  turn  to  their 
advantage,  and  in  which  their  safety  and  welfare 
is  the  most  concerned. 

Nor  must  we  here  omit  that  great  variety  of 
arms  with  which  nature  has  difierently  fortified 
the  bodies  of  several  kinds  of  animals,  such  as 
claws,  hoofs  and  horns,  teeth  and  tusks,  a  tail, 
a  sting,  a  trunk,  or  a  proboscis.  It  is  likewise 
observed  by  naturalists,  that  it  must  be  some 
hidden  principle,  distinct  from  what  we  call  rea- 
son, which  instructs  animals  in  the  use  of  these 
their  arms,  and  teaches  them  to  manage  them  to 
the  best  advantage;  because  they  naturally  de- 
fend themselves 'with  that  part  in  ^hich  their 
strength  lies,  before  the  weapon  be  formed  in  it: 
as  is  remarkble  in  lambs,  which  though  they  are 
/?red  within  doors,  and  never  saw  the  actions  of 
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their  own  species,  push  at  those  who  approach 
them  with  their  foreheads,  before  the  first  bud- 
ding of  a  horn  appears.    . 

I  shall  add  to  these  general  observations,  an 
instance  which  Mr.  Locke  has  given  us  of  Pro- 
vidence, even  in  the  imperfections  of  a  creature 
which  seems  the  meanest  and  most  despicable  in 
the  whole  animal  world.  '  We  may  (says  he) 
from  the  make  of  an  oyster,  or  cockle,  conclude, 
that  it  has  not  so  many,  nor  so  quick,  senses  as  a 
man,  or  several  other  animals:  nor  if  it  had, 
would  it  in  that  state  and  incapacity  of  transfer- 
ring itself  from  one  place  to  another,  be  bettered 
by  them.  What  good  would  sight  and  hearing 
do  to  a  creature  that  can  not  move  itself  to  or 
from  the  object,  wherein  at  a  distance  it  per- 
ceives good  or  evil?  And  would  not  quickness 
of  sensation  be  an  inconvenience  to  an  animal 
that  must  be  still  where  chance  has  once  plac- 
ed it,  and  there  receive  the  afflux  of  colder  or 
warmer,  clean  or  foul  water,  as  it  happens  to 
come  to  it.' 

1  shall  add  to  this  instance  out  of  Mr.  Locke 
another  out  of  the  learned  Dr.  More,  who  cites 
it  from  Cardan,  in  relation  to  another  animal 
which'  Providence  has  left  defective,  but  at  the 
same  time  has  shown  its  wisdom  in  the  forma- 
tion of  that  organ  in  which  it  seems  chiefly  to 
have  failed.  *  What  is  more  obvious  and  ordi- 
nary than  a  mole?  and  yet  what  more  palpable 
argument  of  Providence  than  she?  The  members 
of  her  body  are  so  exactly  fitted  to  her  nature 
and  manner  of  life;  for  her  dwelling  being  under 
ground,  where  nothing  is  to  be  seen,  nature  has 
obscuredly  fitted  her  with  eyes,  that  naturalists  can 
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hardly  agree  whether  she  has  any  sight  at  all  or 
not.  But  for  amends,  what  she  is  capable  of  for 
her  defence  and  warning  of  danger,  she  has  very 
eminently  conferred  upon  her;  K)r  she  is  exceed- 
ing quicK  of  hearing.  And  then  her  short  tail 
and  snort  legs,  but  broad  fore-feet,  armed  with 
sharp  claws,  we  see  by  the  event  to  what  pur- 
pose they  are,  she  so  swiftly  working  herself 
under  ground,  and  making  her  way  so  fast  in  the 
earth,  as  they  that  behold  it  can  not  but  admire 
it.  Her  legs  therefore  are  short,  that  she  need 
dig  no  more  than  will  serve  the  mere  thickness 
of  ner  body ;  and  her  fore-feet  are  broad,  that  she 
may  scoop  away  much  earth  at  a  time,  and  little 
or  no  tail  she  has,  because  she  courses  it  not  on 
the  ground,  like  the  rat  or  mouse  of  whose  kin- 
dreashe  is,  but  lives  under  the  earth,  and  is  fain 
to  dig  herself  a  dwelling  there.  And  she  making 
her  way  through  so  thick  an  element,  which  will 
not  yield  easily,  as  the  air  or  the  water,  it  had 
been  dangerous  to  have  drawn  so  long  a  train  be- 
hind her;  for  her  enemy  might  fall  upon  her  rear, 
and  fetch  her  out  before  sheliad  completed  or  got 
full  possession  of  her  works.' 

1  can  not  forbear  mentioning  Mr.  Boyle's  re- 
mark upon  this  last  creature;  who,  I  remember, 
somewhere  in  his  works  observes,  that  though 
the  mole  be  not  totally  blind  (as  it  is  commonly 
thought)  she  has  not  sight  enough  to  distinguish 
particular  objects.  Her  eye  is  said  to  have  but 
one  humour  m  it,  which  is  supposed  to  give  her 
the  idea  of  light,  but  of  nothing  else,  and  is  so 
formed  that  this  idea  is  probably  painful  to  the 
animal.  Whenever  she  comes  up  into  broad  day, 
/She  might  be  in  danger  of  being  taken  unless  she 
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were  thus  affected  by  a  light  strikhig  upon  her 
eye,  and  immediately  warning  her  to  bury  herself 
in  her  proper  element.  More  sight  would  be  use- 
less to  her,  as  none  at  all  might  be  fatal. 

I  have  only  instanced  such  animals  as  seem  the 
most  imperfect  works  of  nature;  and  if  Provi- 
dence shows  itself  even  in  the  blemishes  of  these 
creatures,  how  much  more  does  it  discover  itself 
in  the  several  endowments  which  it  has  various- 
ly bestowed  upon  such  creatures  as  are  more  or 
less  finished  and  completed  in  their  several  facul- 
ties, according  to  the  condition  of  life  in  which 
they  are  posted. 

I  could  wish  our  Royal  Society  would  compile 
a  body  of  natural  history,  the  best  that  coula  be 
gathered  together  from  books  and  observations. 
If  the  several  writers  among  them  took  each  his 
particular  species,  and  gave  us  a  distinct  account 
of  its  original,  birth,  and  education;  its  policies, 
hostilities,  and  alliances,  with  the  frame  and  tex- 
ture of  its  inward  and  outward  parts,  and  particu- 
larly those  that  distinguish  it  irom  all  other  ani- 
mals, with  their  peculiar  aptitudes  for  the  state 
^f  being  in  which  Providence  has  placed  them; 
it  would  be  one  of  the  best  services  their  studies 
could  do  mankind  and  not  a  little  redound  to  the 
glory  of  the  all-wise  Contriver. 

It  is  true,  such  a  natural  history,  after  all  the 
disquisitions  of  the  learned,  would  be  infinitely 
short  and  defective.  Seas  and  deserts  hide  mil-  ' 
lions  of  animals  from  our  observation.  Innu- 
merable artifices  and  stratagems  are  acted  in  the 
howling  wilderness  and  in  the  great  deep,  that 
can  never  come  to  our  knowledge.  Besides,  that 
there  are  infinitely  more  species  of  creatures 
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which  are  not  to  be  seen  without,  nor  indeed 
with  the  help  of  the  finest  glasses,  than  of  such 
as  are  bulky  enough  for  the  naked  eye  to  take 
hold  of.  However,  from  the  consideration  of 
such  animals  as  lie  within  the  compass  of  our 
knowledge,  we  might  easily  form  a  conclusion 
of  the  rest,  that  the  same  variety  of  wisdom 
and  goodness  runs  through  the  wnole  creation, 
and  puts  every  creature  in  a  condition  to  pro- 
vide for  its  safety  and  subsistence  in  its  proper 
station. 

Tully  has  given  us  an  admirable  sketch  of  na- 
tural history,  in  his  second  book  concerning  the 
nature  of  the  gods;  and  that  in  a  style  so  raised 
by  metaphors  and  descriptions,  that  it  lifts  the  sub- 
ject above  raillery  and  ridicule,  which  frequently 
fall  on  such  nice  observations,  when  they  pass 
through  the  hands  of  an  ordinary  writer. 

ADDISON.  L. 


No.  122.     FRIDAY,  JULY  20. 

Comes  Jucundus  in  via  pro  vehiculo  est     Publ.  Syr.  Frag. 

An  agreeable  companion  upon  the  road  is  as  good  as  a 
coach. 

A  man's  first  care  should  be  to  avoid  the  re- 
proaches of  his  own  heart,  his  next,  to  escape  the 
censures  of  the  world :  if  the  last  interferes  with 
the  former,  it  ought  to  be  entirely  neglected;  but 
otherwise  there  can  not  be  a  greater  satisfaction 
to  an  honest  mind  than  to  see  those  approbations 
which  2 1  gives  itself,  seconded  by  the  applauies 
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of  the  public.     A  man  is  more  sure  of  his  con 
duct,  when  the  verdict  which  he  passes  upon  his 
own  behaviour  is  thus  warranted  and  confirmed 
by  the  opinion  of  all  that  know  him. 

My  worthy  friend  Sir  Roger  is  one  of  those 
who  is  not  only  at  peace  witnin  himself,  but  be- 
loved and  esteemed  by  all  about  him.  He  re- 
ceives a  suitable  tribute  for  his  universal  bene- 
volence to  mankind,  in  the  returns  of  affection 
and  good  will,  which  are  paid  him  by  every  one 
that  lives  within  his  neighbourhood.  I  lately 
met  with  two  or  three  odd  instances  of  that  ge- 
neral respect  which  is  shown  to  the  good  old 
knight.  He  would  needs  carry  Will  Wimble 
(see  No.  108)  and  myself  with  him  to  the  county 
assizes.  As  we  were  upon  the  road,  Will  Wimble 
joined  a  couple  of  plam  men  who  rid  before  us, 
and  conversed  with  them  for  some  time:  during 
which  my  friend  Sir  Roger  acquainted  me  with 
their  characters. 

The  first  of  them  (says  he)  that  has  a  spaniel 
by  his  side,  is  a  yeoman  of  about  an  hundred 
pounds  a  year,  an  honest  man:  he  is  just  within 
the  game-act,  and  Qualified  to  kill  a  hare  or  a 
pheasant.  He  knocks  down  his  dinner  with  his 
gun  twice  or  thrice  a  week;  and  by  that  means 
fives  much  cheaper  than  those  who  have  not  so 
good  an  estate  as  himself  He  would  be  a  good 
neighbour  if  he  did  not  destroy  so  many  par- 
tridges; in  short,  he  is  a  very  sensible  man;  shoots 
flying;  and  has  been  several  times  foreman  of  the 
petty  jury. 

The  other  that  rides  along  with  him  is  Tom 
Touchy,  a  fellow  famous  for  taking  the  law  of 
erery  body.  There  is  not  one  in  the  town  where 
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he  lives  that  he  has  not  sued  at  a  quarter-sessions. 
The  rogue* had  once  the  impudence  to  go  to  law 
with  the  fVidow,  His  head  is  full  of  costs,  da- 
mages, and  ejectments;  he  plagued  a  couple  of 
honest  gentlemen  so  long  for  a  trespass  in  break- 
ing one  of  his  hedges,  tul  he  was  forced  to  sell 
the  ground  it  inclosed  to  defray  the  charges  of 
the  prosecution.  His  father  left  him  fourscore 
pounds  a  year;  but  he  has  cast  and  been  cast  so 
often,  that  he  is  not  now  worth  thirty.     I  sup- 

f)ose  he  is  going  upon  the  old  business  of  the  wil- 
ow-tree. 

As  Sir  Roger  was  giving  me  this  account  of 
Tom  Touchy,  Will  Wimble  and  his  two  com- 
panions stopped  short  till  we  came  up  to  them. 
After  having  paid  their  respects  to  Sir  Roger, 
Will  told  him  that  Mr.  Touchy  and  he  must  ap- 
peal to  him  upon  a  dispute  that  arose  between 
them.  Will  it  seems  had  been  giving  his  fellow- 
traveller  an  account  of  his  angling  one  day  in 
such  a  hole;  when  Tom  Touchy,  instead  of  hear- 
ing out  his  story,  told  him,  that  Mr.  Such-a-one, 
if  he  pleased,  might  take  the  lata  of  him  for  fishing 
in  that  part  of  the  river.  My  friend  Sir  Roger 
heard  tnem  both,  upon  a  round  trot;  and  alter 
having  paused  some  time,  told  them,  with  the  air 
of  a  man  who  would  not  give  his  judgment  rash- 
ly, that  much  m^ight  be  said  on  both  sides,  Thev 
were  neither  of  them  dissatisfied  with  the  knight's 
determination,  because  neither  of  them  found 
himself  in  the  wrong  by  it.  Upon  which  we 
made  the  best  of  our  way  to  the  assizes. 

The  court  was  set  before  Sir  Roger  came;  but 

notwithstanding  all  the  justices  had  taken  their 

places  upon  the  bench,  tney  made  room  for  the 
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old  knight  at  the  head  of  them;  who  for  his  re- 
putation in  the  country  took  occasion.to  v^hisper 
m  the  judge's  ear,  *  T*hat  he  was  glad  his  lord- 
ship had  met  with  so  much  good  weather  in  his 
circuit.'  I  was  listening  to  the  proceeding  of  the 
court  with  much  attention,  and  infinitely  pleased 
with  that  great  appearance  of  solemnity  which 
so  properly  accompanies  such  a  public  adminis- 
tration of  our  laws;  when  after  about  an  hour's 
sitting,  1  observed  to  my  great  surprise,  in  the 
midst  of  a  trial,  that  my  mend  Sir  Roger  was 
getting  up  to  speak.  I  was  in  some  pain  for  him, 
until  I  found  he  had  acquitted  himself  of  two  or 
three  sentences,  with  a  look  of  much  business 
and  great  intrepidity. 

Upon  his  first  rismg  the  court  was  hushed,  and 
a  general  whisper  ran  among  the  country  people 
that  Sir  Roger  was  up,  Tne  speech  he  made 
was  so  little  to  the  purpose,  that  1  shall  not  trou- 
ble my  readers  with  an  account  of  it;  and  I  be- 
lieve was  not  so  much  designed  by  the  knight 
himself  to  inform  the  court,  as  to  give  him  a  figure 
in  my  eye,  and  keep  up  his  credit  in  the  country. 

I  was  highly  delighted,  when  the  court  rose, 
to  see  the  gentlemen  of  the  county  gathering 
about  my  old  friend,  and  striving  who  shoula 
compliment  him  most;  at  the  same  time  that  the 
ordinary  people  gazed  upon  him  at  a  distance, 
not  a  little  admiring  his  courage,  that  was  not 
afraid  to  speak  to  the  judge. 

In  our  return  home  we  met  with  a  very  odd 
accident;  which  I  can  not  forbear  relating,  be- 
cause it  shows  how  desirous  all  who  know  Sir 
Roger  are  of  giving  him  marks  of  their  esteem. 
When  we  were  arrived  upon  the  verge  of  his  es 
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tate,  we  stopped  at  a  little  inn  to  rest  ourselves 
and  our  horses.  The  man  of  the  house  had  it 
seems  been  formerly  a  servant  in  the  knight's 
family;  and  to  do  honour  to  his  old  master,  had 
some  time  since,  unknown  to  Sir  Roger,  put  him 
up  in  a  sign-post  before  the  door;  so  that  the 
Knighfs  head  had  huns;  out  upon  the  road  about 
a  week  before  he  himself  knew  any  thing  of  the 
matter.  As  soon  as  Sir  Roger  was  acquainted 
with  it,  finding  that  his  servant's  indiscretion 

groceeded  wholly  from  afiection  and  good-will, 
e  only  told  him  that  he  had  made  him  too  high 
a  compliment;  and  when  the  fellow  seemed  to 
•think  that  could  hardly  be,  added  with  a  more 
decisive  look^  that  it  was  too  great  an  honour  for 
any  man  under  a  duke;  but  told  him  at  the  same 
time  that  it  might  be  altered  with  a  very  few 
touches,  and  that  he  himself  would  be  at  the 
charge  of  it.  Accordingly  they  got  a  painter  by 
the  Knight's  directions  to  add  a  pair  oi  whiskers 
to  the  face,  and  by  a  little  aggravation  of  the  fea- 
tures to  change  it  into  the  Saracen^s  Head.  I 
should  not  have  known  this  storv,  had  not  the 
inn-keeper,  upon  Sir  Roger's  alighting,  told  him 
in  my  hearing,  that  his  honour's  head  was 
brought  back  last  night  with  the  alterations  that 
he  had  ordered  to  be  made  in  it.  Upon  this  my 
friend,  with  his  usual  cheerfulness,  related  the 
particulars  above-mentioned,  and  ordered  the 
nead  to  be  brought  into  the  room.  1  could  not 
forbear  discovermg  greater  expressions  of  mirth 
than  ordinary  upon  the  appearance  of  this  mon- 
strous face,  under  which,  notwithstanding  it  was 
made  to  frown  and  stare  in  a  most  extraordinary 
manner,  I  could  still  discover  a  distant  resem- 
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blance  of  my  old  friend.  Sir  Roger,  upon  seeing 
me  laugh,  desired  me  to  tell  him  truly  if  1  thought 
it  possi  ole  for  people  to  know  him  in  that  ais- 
ffuise.  I  at  first  kept  my  usual  silence;  but  upon 
9ie  knight's  conjuring  me  to  tell  him  whether  it 
was  not  still  more  like  himself  than  a  Saracen,  I 
composed  my  countenance  in  the  best  manner  I 
could,  and  replied,  *  That  much  might  be  said  on 
both  sides.' 

These  several  adventures,  with  the  knight's 
behaviour  in  them,  gave  me  as  pleasant  a  day  as 
ever  I  met  with  in  any  of  my  travels. 

ADDISON.  L. 
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Doctrina  sed  vimpromovet  insitam, 
Rectique  cultus  pedora  rohorant: 

Utcunque  defecere  moresy 

Dedecorant  bene  nata  culpas.         Hon.  Od.  iv.  33. 

Yet  the  best  blood  by  learning  is  refin'd. 

And  virtue  arms  the  solid  mind. 

Whilst  vice  will  stain  tlie  noblest  race, 

And  the  paternal  stamp  efface.  Oldis  worth. 

As  I  was  yesterday  taking  the  air  with  my 
friend  Sir  Roger,  we  were  met  by  a  fresh-colour- 
ed ruddy  young  man  who  rid  by  us  full  speed, 
with  a  couple  of  servants  behind  him.  Upon  my 
inquiry  who  he  was,  Sir  Roger  told  me  that  he 
was  a  young  gentleman  of  a  considerable  estate, 
who  had  been  educated  by  a  tender  mother  that 
lived  not  many  miles  from  the  place  where  we 
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were.  She  is  a  very  good  lady,  says  my  friend, 
but  took  so  much  care  of  her  son's  heahh,  that 
she  has  made  him  good  for  nothing.  She  quick- 
ly found  that  reading  was  bad  for  his  eyes,  and 
that  writing  made  his  head  ache.  He  was  let 
loose  among  the  woods  as  soon  as  he  was  able  to 
ride  on  horseback,  or  to  carry  a  gun  upon  his 
shoulder.  To  be  brief,  I  found  by  my  friend's 
account  of  him,  that  he  had  got  a  great  stock  of 
health,  but  nothing  else;  and  that  if  it  were  a 
man's  business  only  to  live,  there  would  not  be 
a  more  accomplished  young  fellow  in  the  whole 
country. 

The  truth  of  it  is,  since  my  residing  in  these 
parts  1  have  seen  and  heard  innumerable  instances 
of  young  heirs  and  elder  brothers,  who,  either 
from  their  own  reflecting  upon  the  estates  they 
are  born  to,  and  therefore  thinking  all  other  ac- 
complishments unnecessary,  or  from  hearing 
these  notions  frequently  inculcated  to  them  by 
the  flattery  of  their  servants  and  domestics,  or 
from  the  same  foolish  thought  prevailing  in  those 
who  have  the  care  of  their  education,  are  of  no 
manner  of  use  but  to  keep  up  their  families,  and 
transmit  their  lands  and  houses  in  a  line  to  pos- 
terity. 

This  makes  me  often  think  on  a  story  I  have 
heard  of  two  friends,  which  I  shall  give  my  rea- 
der at  large,  under  feigned  names.  The  moral 
of  it  may,  1  hope,  be  useful,  though  there  are 
some  circumstances  which  make  it  rather  appear 
like  a  novel  than  a  true  story. 

Eudoxus  and  Leontine  began  the  world  with 
small  estates.  They  were  both  of  them  men  of 
good  sen&Q  and  great  virtue.     They  prosecuted 
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their  studies  together  in  their  earlier  years,  and 
entered  into  such  a  friendship  as  lasted  to  the  end 
of  their  lives.  Eudoxus,  at  his  first  setting  out  in 
the  world,  threw  himself  into  a  court,  where,  by 
his  natural  endowments  and  his  acquired  abilities, 
he  made  his  way  from  one  post  to  another,  till  at 
length  he  had  raised  a  very  considerable  fortune. 
Leontine,  on  the  contrary,  sought  all  opportuni- 
ties of  improving  his  mind,  by  study,  conversa- 
tion, and  travel.  He  was  not  only  acquainted 
with  all  the  sciences,  but  with  the  most  eminent 
professors  of  them  throughout  Europe.  He  knew 
perfectly  well  the  interests  of  its  princes,  with 
the  customs  and  fashions  of  their  courts,  and 
could  scarce  meet  with  the  name  of  an  extraor- 
dinary person  in  the  Gazette  whom  he  had  not 
■either  talked  to  or  seen.  In  short,  he  had  so  well 
mixed  and  digested  his  knowledge  of  men  and 
books,  that  he  made  one  of  the  most  accomplish- 
ed persons  of  his  age.  During  the  w^hole  course 
of  nis  studies  and  travels  he  kept  up  a  punctual 
correspondence  with  Eudoxus,  who  often  made 
himself  acceptable  to  the  principal  men  about 
court  by  the  intelligence  which  he  received  from 
Leontine.  When  they  were  both  turned  of  forty 
(an  age  in  which,  according  to  Mr.  Cowley, 
there  ts  no  dallying  loith  life)  thev  determined, 
pursuant  to  the  resolution  they  haa  taken  in  the 
beginning  of  their  lives,  to  retire  and  pass  the  re- 
mainder of  their  days  in  the  country.  In  order 
to  this,  they  both  of  them  married  much  about 
the  same  time.  Leontine,  with  his  own  and  his 
wife's  fortune,  bought  a  farm  of  three  hundred 
a  year  which  lay  within  the  neighbourhood  of  his 
friend  Eudoxus,  who  had  purchased  an  estate  of 
Vol.  in.— 6 
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as  many  thousands.  They  were  both  of  them 
fathers  about  the  same  time,  Eudoxus  having  a 
son  born  to  him  and  Leontine  a  daughter;  but  to 
the  unspeakable  grief  of  the  latter,  his  young  wife 
(in  whom  all  his  happiness  was  wrapt  up)  died  in 
a  few  days  after  the  birth  of  her  daughter.  His 
affliction  would  have  been  insupportable,  had  he 
not  been  comforted  by  the  daily  visits  and  con- 
versations of  his  friend.  As  they  were  one  day 
talking  together  with  their  usual  mtimacy,  Leon- 
tine,  considering  how  incapable  he  was  of  giving 
his  daughter  a  proper  education  in  his  own  house, 
and  Eudoxus  reflecting  on  the  ordinary  behaviour 
of  a  son  who  knows  himself  to  be  the  heir  of  a 
great  estate,  they  both  agreed  upon  an  exchange 
of  children,  namely,  that  the  boy  should  be  bred 
up  with  Leontine  as  his  son,  and  that  the  girl 
should  live  with  Eudoxus  as  his  daughter,  till 
they  were  each  of  them  arrived  at  the  years  of 
discretion.  The  wife  of  Eudoxus  knowing  that 
her  son' could  not  be  so  advantageously  brought 
up  as  under  the  care  of  Leontine,  and  consider- 
ing at  the  same  time  that  he  would  be  perpetually 
under  her  own  eye,  was  by  degrees  prevailed 
upon  to  fall  in  with  the  project.  She  therefore 
took  Leonilla,  for  that  was  the  name  of  the  girl, 
and  educated  her  as  her  own  daughter.  The  two 
friends  on  each  side  had  wrought  themselves  to 
such  an  habitual  tenderness  for  the  children  who 
were  under  their  direction,  that  each  of  them 
had  the  real  passion  of  a  father,  where  the  title 
was  but  imaginary.  Florio,the  name  of  the  young 
heir  that  lived  with  Leontine,  though  he  had  all 
the  duty  and  affection  imaginable  for  his  supposed 
parent^  was  taught  to  rejoice  at  the  sight  oi  Eu- 
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doxus,  who  visited  his  friend  very  frequently, 
and  was  dictated  by  his  natural  affection,  as  well 
as  by  the  rules  of  prudence,  to  make  himself  es- 
teemed and  beloved  by  Florio.  The  boy  was 
now  old  enough  to  know  his  supposed  father's 
circumstances,  and  that  therefore  ne  was  to  make 
his  way  in  the  world  by  his  own  industry.  This 
consideration  grew  stronger  in  him  every  day, 
and  produced  so  good  an  effect,  that  he  applied 
himself  with  more  than  ordinary  attention  to  the 
pursuit  of  every  thing  which  Leontine  recom- 
mended to  him.  His  natural  abilities,  which  were 
very  good,  assisted  by  the  directions  of  so  excel- 
lent a  counsellor,  enabled  him  to  make  a  quicker 
progress  than  ordinary  through  all  the  parts  of 
nis  education.  Before  he  was  twenty  years  of 
age,  having  finished  his  studies  and  exercises  with 
great  applause,  he  was  removed  from  the  Univer- 
sity to  tne  inns  of  court;  where  there  are  very 
few  that  make  themselves  considerable  proficients 
in  the  studies  of  the  place,  who  know  they  shall 
arrive  at  great  estates  without  them.  This  was 
not  Florio^s  case:  he  found  that  three  hundred  a 
year  was  but  a  poor  estate  for  Leontine  and  him- 
self to  live  upon;  so  that  he  studied  without  in- 
termission till  he  gained  a  very  good  insight  into 
the  constitution  and  laws  of  his  country. 

1  should  have  told  my  reader,  that  whilst  Florio 
lived  at  the  house  of  his  foster-father,  he  was  al- 
waysan  acceptable  guest  in  the  family  of  Eudoxus, 
where  he  became  acquainted  with  Leonilla  from 
her  infancy.  His  acquaintance  with  her  by  de- 
grees grew  inJ:o  love,  which  in  a  mind  trained  up 
m  all  the  sentiments  of  honour  and  virtue,  becamo 
a  very  uneasy  passion.  He  despaired  of  gaiam^«j\ 
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heiress  of  so  great  a  fortune,  and  would  rather 
have  died  than  attempted  it  by  any  indirect 
methods.  Leon  ilia,  who  was  a  woman  of  the 
greatest  beauty  joined  with  the  greatest  modes- 
ty, entertained  at  the  same  time  a  secret  passion 
for  Florio,  but  conducted  herself  with  so  much 
prudence,  that  she  never  gave  him  the  least  inti- 
mation of  it.  Florio  was  now  engaged  in  all 
those  arts  and  improvements  that  are  proper  to 
raise  a  man's  private  fortune,  and  give  nim  a 
figure  in  his  country,  but  secretly  tormented 
with  that  passion  which  burns  witn  the  greatest 
fury  in  a  virtuous  and  noble  heart,  when  he  re- 
ceived a  sudden  summons  from  Leontine  to  re- 
pair to  him  in  the  countrv  the  next  day.  For  it 
seems  Eudoxus  was  so  filled  with  the  report  of 
his  son's  reputation,  that  he  could  no  longer  with- 
hold making  himself  known  to  him.  The  morn- 
ing after  his  arrival  at  the  house  of  his  supposed 
father,  Leontine  told  him  that  Euxodus  had 
something  of  great  importance  to  communicate 
to  him;  upon  which  the  good  man  embraced  him 
and  wept.     Florio  was  no  sooner  arrived  at  the 

f'eat  house  that  stood  in  his  neighbourhood,  but 
udoxus  took  him  by  the  hand,  after  the  first 
salutes  were  over,  and  conducted  him  into  his 
closet.  He  there  opened  to  him  the  whole  secret 
of  his  parentage  and  education:  concluding  after 
this  manner:  '  I  have  no  other  way  left  of  ac- 
knowledging my  gratitude  to  Leontine  than  by 
marrying  you  to  hisdaughter.  He  shall  not  lose 
the  pleasure  of  being  your  father  by  the  discove- 
ry 1  have  made  to  you.  Leonilla  too  shall  he  still 
my  daughter:  her  filial  piety,  though  misplaced, 
Aas  been  so  exemplary,  that  it  deserves  the  great- 
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est  reward  I  can  confer  upon  it.  You  shall  have 
the  pleasure  of  seeing  a  great  estate  fall  to  you, 
which  you  would  have  lost  the  relish  of  had  you 
known  yourself  born  to  it.  Continue  only  to  de- 
serve it  in  the  same  manner  you  did  before  you 
were  possessed  of  it.  1  have  left  your  mother  in 
the  next  room.  Her  heart  yearns  towards  you. 
She  is  making  the  same  discoveries  to  Leon  ilia 
which  I  have  made  to  yourself.  Florio  was  so 
overwhelmed  with  this  profusion  of  happiness, 
that  he  was  not  able  to  make  a  reply,  but  threw 
himself  down  at  his  father's  feet,  and  amidst  a 
flood  of  tears  kissed  and  embraced  his  knees, 
asking  his  blessing,  and  expressing  in  dumb  show 
those  sentiments  of  love,  dfuty  and  gratitude,  that 
were  too  big  for  utterance.  To  conclude,  the 
happy  pair  were  married,  and  half  Eudoxus's  es- 
tate settled  upon  them.  Leontine  and  Eudoxus 
passed  the  remainder  of  their  liv-es  together;  and 
received  in  the  dutiful  and  affectionate  behaviour 
of  Florio  and  Leonilla,  the  just  recompense  as 
well  as  the  natural  effects  of  that  care  which  they 
had  bestowed  upon  them  in  their  education. 

ADDISON.  L. 
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A  gfreat  book  is  a  great  evil. 

A  MAN  who  publishes  his  works  in  a  volume, 
baa  an  infinite  advantage  over  one  who  commu- 
nicates his  writings  to  the  world  in  loose  tracts  and 
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single  pieces.  We  do  not  expect  to  meet  with 
any  thing  in  a  bulky  volume,  till  after  some  heavy 
preamble,  and  several  words  of  course,  to  prepare 
the  reader  for  what  follows:  nay,  authors  have 
established  it  as  a  kind  of  rule,  that  a  man  ouffht 
to  be  dull  sometimes:  as  the  most  severe  reaaer 
makes  allowances  for  many  rests  and  nodding 
places  in  a  voluminous  writer.  This  ^ave  occa- 
sion to  the  famous  Greek  proverb  which  1  have 
chosen  for  my  motto,  that  a  great  book  is  a 
great  evil. 

On  the  contrary,  those  who  publish  their 
thoughts  in  distinct  sheets,  and  as  it  were  by 
piece^meal,  have  none  of  these  advantages.  We 
must  immediately  fall  into  our  subject,  and  treat 
every  part  of  it  in  a  lively  manner,  or  our  papers 
are  thrown  by  as  dull  and  insipid:  our  matter 
must  lie  close  together,  and  either  be  wholly  new 
in  itself  or  in  the  turn  it  receives  from  our  ex- 
pressions. Were  the  books  of  our  best  authors 
thus  to  be  retailed  to  the  public,  and  every  page 
submitted  to  the  taste  of  forty  or  fifty  thousand 
readers,  I  am  afraid  we  should  complain  of  many 
flat  expressions,  trivial  observations,  beaten  topics, 
and  common  thoughts,  which  go  off  very  well 
in  the  lump.  At  the  same  time,  notwithstand- 
ing some  papers  may  be  made  up  of  broken 
hints  and  irregular  sketches,  it  is  often  expected 
that  every  sheet  should  be  a  kind  of  treatise,  and 
make  out  in  thought  what  it  wants  in  bulk:  that 
a  point  of  humour  should  be  worked  up  in  all  its 
parts;  and  a  subject  touched  upon  in  its  most  es- 
sential articles,  without  the  repetitions,  tautolo- 
gies, and  enlargements,  that  are  indulged  to  long- 
er labours.     The  ordinary  writers  of  morality* 
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prescribe  to  their  readers  after  the  Galenic  way; 
their  medicines  are  made  up  in  large  quantities. 
An  essay  writer  must  practise  in  the  chemical 
method,  and  give  the  virtue  of  a  full  draught  in 
a  few  drops.  Were  all  books  reduced  thus  to 
their  quintessence,  many  a  bulky  author  would 
make  nis  appearance  in  a  penny  paper;  there 
would  be  scarce  such  a  thing  in  nature  as  a  folio: 
the  works  of  an  age  would  be  contained  on  a  few 
shelves,  not  to  mention  millions  of  volumes  that 
would  be  utterly  annihilated. 

I  can  not  think  but  the  diflficulty  of  furnishing 
out  separate  papers  of  this  nature  has  hindered 
authors  from  communicating  their  thoughts  to 
the  world  after  such  a  manner:  though  I  must 
confess  I  am  amazed  that  the  press  should  be  only 
made  use  of  in  this  way  by  news-writers  and  the 
zealots  of  parties;  as  ii  it  were  not  more  advan- 
tageous to  mankind  to  be  instructed  in  wisdom 
and  virtue  than  in  politics;  and  to  be  made  good 
fathers,  husbands,  and  gons,  than  counsellors  and 
statesmen.  Had. the  philosophers  and  great  men 
of  antiquity,  who  took  so  much  pains  in  order  to 
instruct  mankind,  and  leave  the  world  wiser  and 
better  than  they  found  it;  had  they,  1  say,  been 
possessed  of  the  art  of  printing,  there  is  no  ques- 
tion but  they  would  have  made  such  an  advan- 
tage of  it  in  dealing,  out  their  lectures  to  the  pub- 
lic. Our  common  prints  would  be  of  great  use 
were  they  thus  calculated  to  diffuse  good  sense 
through  the  bulk  of  the  people  to  clear  up  their  « 
understandings,  animate  tneir  minds  with  virtue, 
dissipate  the  sorrows  of  a  heavy  heart,  or  unbend 
the  mind  from  its  more  severe  employments 
with  innocent  amusements.     When  knowled^^ 
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instead  of  being  bound  up  in  book«,  and  kept  in 
libraries  and  retirements,  is  thus  obtruded  upon 
the  public;  when  it  is  canvassed  in  every  assem- 
bly, and  exposed  upon  every  table — 1  can  not 
forbear  reflecting  upon  that  passage  in  the  Pro- 
verbs, "  Wisdom  crieth  without,  she  uttereth 
her  voice  in  the  streets,  she  crieth  in  the  chief 
places  of  concourse,  in  the  openings  of  the  gates, 
in  the  city  she  uttereth  her  words,  saying,  How 
long,  ye  simple  ones,  will  ye  love  simplicity? 
and  the  scorners  delight  in  their  scorning?  and 
fools  hate  knowledge?' 

The  many  letters  which  come  to  me  from  per- 
sons of  the  best  sense  in  both  sexes  ^for  1  may 
pronounce  their  characters  from  their  way  of 
Writing)  do  not  a  little  encourage  me  in  the  prose- 
cution of  this  my  undertaking:  besides  that,  my 
bookseller  tells  me  the  demand  for  these  my  pa- 
pers increases  daily.  It  is  at  his  instance  that  I 
shall  continue  my  rural  speculaHons  to  the  end 
of  this  month;  several  having  made  up  separate 
sets  of  them,  as  they  have  donp  before  of  those 
relating  to  wit,  to  operas,  to  points  of  morality, 
or  subject  of  humour. 

I  am  not  at  all  mortified,  when  sometimes  I  see 
my  works  thrown  aside  by  men  of  no  taste  nor 
learning.  There  is  a  kind  of  heaviness  and  igno- 
rance that  hangs  upon  the  minds  of  ordinary  men, 
which  is  too  thick  tor  knowledge  to  break  tm-ough. 
Their  souls  are  not  to  be  enlightened. 

Nox  atra  cav^  dreumvolat  umbrd.   . 

ViRG.  JEn.  ii.  ver.  360. 

Dark  nifirht  surrounds  them  with  her  hollow  shade. 
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To  these  I  must  apply  the  fable  of  the  mole, 
that  after  having  consulted  many  oculists  for  the 
bettering  of  his  sight,  was  at  last  provided  with 
a  good  pair  of  spectacles;  but  upon  his  endeavour- 
ing to  make  use  of  them,  his  mother  told  him 
very  prudently,  <  That  spectacles,  though  they 
might  help  the  eye  of  a  man,  could  be  of  no  use 
to  a  mole.  It  is  not  therefore  for  the  benefit  of 
moles  that  1  publish  these  my  daily  essays. 

But  besides  such  as  are  moles  through  igno- 
rance, there  are  others  who  are  moles  through 
envy.  As  it  is  said  in  the  Latin  proverb,  *  That 
one  man  is  a  wolf  to  another,'  so,  generally  speak- 
ing, one  author  is  a  mole  to  another.  It  is  im- 
possible for  them  to  discover  beauties  in  one  ano- 
ther's works;  they  have  eyes  only  for  spots  and 
blemishes:  they  can  indeed  see  the  light,  as  it  is 
said  of  the  animals  which  are  their  namesakes, 
but  the  idea  of  it  is  painful  to  them ;  they  immedi- 
ately shut  their  eyes  upon  it,  and  withdraw  them- 
selves into  a  wilful  obscurity.  I  have  already 
caught  two  or  three  of  these  dark  undermining 
vermin,  and  intend  to  make  a  string  of  them,  in 
order  to  hang  them  up  in  one  of  my  papers,  as  an 
example  to  all  such  voluntary  moles. 

ADDISON.  C. 
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No.  125.    TUESDAY,  JULY  24. 

Ne  pueri,  ne  tarita  animis  aasuesclte  hello: 
Neu  patrise  validas  in  viscera  vertite  vireA. 

VmG.  iEn.  vi.  ver.  832. 

Embrace  again,  my  sons,  be  foes  no  more, 
Nor  stain  your  country  witJi  her  cliildren's  gore. 

DnT»£ir. 

My  worthy  friend  Sir  Roger,  when  we  are 
talking  of  the  malice  of  paa*ties,  very  frequently 
tells  us  an  accident  that  happened  to  him  when 
he  was  a  school-boy,  which  wasat  the  time  when 
the  feuds  ran  high  between  the  Round-heads  and 
Cavaliers.  This  worthy  knight  being  then  but  a 
stripling,  had  occasion  to  inquire  which  was  the 
way  to  St.»  Anne's  Lane,  upon  which  the  person 
whom  he  spoke  to,  instead  of  answering  his  ques- 
tion, called  him  a  young  popish  cur  and  asked 
him  who  had  made  Anne  a  saint?  The  boy,  be- 
ing in  some  confusion,  inquired  of  the  next  he 
met,  which  was  the  way  to  Arine'sjane,  but  was 
called  a  prick-eared  cur  tor  his  pains,  and,  instead 
of  being  shown  the  way,  was  told,  that  she  had 
been  a  saint  before  he  was  born,  and  would  be 
one  after  he  was  hanged.  Upon  this,  says  Sir 
Roger,  1  did  not  think  fit  to  repeat  the  former 
question,  but  going  into  every  lane  of  the  neigh- 
bourhood, asked  what  they  called  the  name  of 
that  lane.  By  which  ingenious  artifice  he  found 
out  the  place  he  inquired  after,  without  giving 
offence  to  any  party.  Sir  Roger  generally  closes 
this  narrative  with  reflections  on  the  mischief  that 
parties  do  in  the  country;  how  they  spoil  good 
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neighbourhood,  and  make  honest  gentlemen  hate 
one  another;  besides  that  they  manifestly  tend  to 
the  prejudice  of  the  land-tax  and  the  destruction 
of  the  game. 

There  can  not  a  greater  judgment  befall  a  coun- 
try than  such  a  dreadful  spirit  of  division  as 
rends  a  government  into  two  distinct  people,  and 
makes  them  greater  strangers  and  more  averse  to 
one  another  than  if  they  were  actually  two  dif- 
ferent nations.  The  effects  of  such  a  division  are 
pernicious  to  the  last  degi'ee,  not  only  with  re- 
gard to  those  advantages  which  they  give  the 
common  enemy,  but  to  those  private  evils  which 
they  produce  in  the  heart  of  almost  every  par- 
ticular person.  This  influence  is  very  fatal  both 
to  men^s  morals  and  their  understanding;  it  sinks 
the  virtue  of  a  nation,  and  not  only  so,  but  de- 
stroys even  common  sense. 

A  furious  party  spirit,  when  it  rages  in  its  full 
violence,  exerts  itself  in  civil  war  and  bloodshed ; 
and  when  it  is  under  its  gi*eatest  restraints  natu^ 
rally  breaks  out  in  falsehood,  detraction,  calum- 
ny, and  a  partial  administration  of  justice.  In  a 
word,  it  fills  a  nation  with  spleer  and  rancour, 
and  extinguishes  all  the  seeas  of  good-nature, 
compassion  and  humanity. 

Plutarch  says  very  finely,  that  a  man  should  not 
allow  himself  to  hate  even  his  enemies;  because, 
says  he,  if  you  indulge  this  passion  in  some  occa- 
sions, it  will  rise  of  itself  in  others;  if  you  hate 
your  enemies,  you  will  contract  such  a  vicious 
habit  of  mind,  as  by  degrees  will  break  out  upon 
those  who  are  your  friends,  or  those  who  are  in- 
different to  you.  I  might  here  observe  how  ad- 
mirably this  precept  ot  morality,  (which  derives 
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the  malignity  of  hatred  from  the  passion  itself, 
not  from  its  object)  answers  to  that  great  rule 
which  was  dictated  to  the  world  about  a  hundred 
years  before  this  philosopher  wrote;  but  instead 
of  that,  I  shall  only  take  notice,  with  a  real  grief 
of  heart,  that  the  minds  of  many  good  men  among 
us  appear  soured  with  party  prmciples,  and  alien- 
ated irom  one  another,  in  such  a  manner  as  seems 
to  me  altogether  inconsistent  with  the  dictates 
either  of  reason  or  religion.  Zeal  for  a  public 
cause  is  apt  to  breed  passions  in  the  hearts  of  vir- 
tuous persons,  to  which  the  regard  of  their  own 
private  interest  would  never  have  betrayed  them. 
If  this  party-spirit  has  so  ill  an  effect  on  our 
morals,  it  nas  likewise  a  very  great  one  upon  our 
judgments.  We  often  hear  a  poor  insipid  paper 
or  pamphlet  cried  up,  and  sometimes  a  noble 
piece  depreciated,  by  those  who  are  of  a  different 

Erinciple  from  the  author.  One  who  is  actuated 
y  this  spirit  is  almost  under  an  incapacity  of  dis- 
cerning either  real  blemishes  or  beauties.  A  man 
of  merit  in  a  different  principle,  is  like  an  object 
seen  in  two  different  mediums,  that  appears  crook- 
ed or  broken,  however  straight  and  entire  it  may 
be  in  itself.     For  this  reason  there  is  scarce  a 

Eerson  of  any  figure  in  England  who  does  not  go 
y  two  contrary  characters,  as  opposite  to  one 
another  as  light  and  darkness.  Knowledge  and 
learning  suffer  in  a  particular  manner  from  this 
strange  prejudice,  which  at  present  prevails 
amongst  all  ranks  and  degrees  in  the  British  na- 
tion. As  men  formerly  became  eminent  in  learn- 
ed societies  by  their  parts  and  acquisitions,  they 
now  distinguish  themselves  by  the  warmth  and 
violence  with  which  they  espouse  their  respective 
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parties.  Books  are  valued  upon  the  like  consi- 
derations: an  abusive  scurrilous  style  passes  for 
satire,  and  a  dull  scheme  of  party  notions  is  called 
fine  writing. 

There  is  one  piece  of  sophistry  practised  by 
both  sides,  and  that  is  the  taKing  any  scandalous 
story,  that  has  been  ever  whispered  or  invented 
of  a  private  man,  for  a  known  undoubted  truth, 
and  raising  suitable  speculations  upon  it.  Calum- 
nies that  have  been  never  proved,  or  have  been 
often  refuted,  are  the  ordmary  postulatums  of 
these  infamous  scribblers,  upon  which  they  pro- 
ceed as  upon  first  principles  granted  by  all  menj 
though  in  their  hearts  they  know  they  are  false, 
or  at  best  very  doubtful.  When  they  have  laid 
these  foundations  of  scurrility,  it  is  no  wonder 
that  their  superstructure  is  every  way  answerable 
to  them.  If  this  shameless  practice  of  the  pre- 
sent age  endures  much  longer,  praise  and  re- 
proach will  cease  to  be  motives  of  action  in  good 
men. 

There  are  certain  periods  of.time  in  all  govern- 
ments when  this  inhuman  spirit  prevails.  Italjr 
was  long  torn  in  pieces  by  the  Guelfes  and  Gi- 
bellines,  and  France  by  those  who  wei'e  for  and 
against  the  League:  but  it  is  very  unhappy  for  a 
man  to  be  born  in  such  a  stormy  and  tempestuous 
season.  It  is  the  restless  ambition  of  artful  men 
that  thus  breaks  a  people  into  factions,  and  draws 
several  well  meaning  persons  to  their  interest  by 
a  specious  concern  for  their  country.  How  many 
honest  minds  are  filled  with  uncharitable  and  bar- 
barous notions,  out  of  their  zeal  for  the  public 
good?  What  cruelties  and  outrages  would  they 
not  commit  against  men  of  an  adverse  party. 
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whom  they  would  honour  and  esteem,  if  instead 
of  considering  them  as  they  are  represented,  they 
know  them  as  they  are?  Thus  are  persons  of  the 
greatest  probity  seduced  into  shameful  errors 
and  prejudices,  and  made  bad  men  even  by  that 
noblest  of  principles,  the  love  of  their  country. 
I  can  not  here  forbear  mentioning  the  famous 
Spanish  proverb,  *  If  there  were  neither  fools 
nor  knaves  in  the  world,  all  people  would  be  of 
one  mind.' 

For  my  own  part,  1  could  heartily  wish  that 
all  honest  men  would  enter  into  an  association  for 
the  support  of  one  another  against  the  endeavours 
of  those  whom  they  ought  to  look  upon  as  their 
common  enemies,  whatsoever  side  they  may  be- 
long to.  Were  there  such  an  honest  body  of  neu- 
tral forces,  we  should  never  see  the  worst  of  men 
in  great  figures  of  life,  because  they  are  useful  to 
a  party;  nor  the  best  unregarded,  because  they 
are  above  practising  those  methods  which  would 
be  grateful  to  their  faction.  We  should  then 
single  every  criminal  out  of  the  herd,  and  hunt 
him  down,  however  formidable  and  overgrown 
he  might  appear;  on  the  contrary,  we  should 
shelter  distressed  innocence,  and  defend  virtue, 
however  beset  with  contempt  or  ridicule,  envy  or 
defamation.  In  short,  we  should  not  any  longer 
regard  our  fellow-subjects  as  Whigs  or  Tories, 
but  should  make  the  man  of  merit  our  friend,  and 
the  villain  our  enemy. 

ADDISON.  C. 
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No.  126.    WEDNESDAY,  JULY  25. 

Tro8  JRutuhuve  fuatf  nuUo  disertmine  habebo, 

ViBo.  JEw.  X.  ver.  108. 

Rutulians,  Trojans,  are  the  same  to  me.      Drtden. 

In  my  yesterday's  paper  I  proposed,  that  the 
honest  men  of  all  parties  should  enter  into  a  kind 
of  association  for  tne  defence  of  one  another,  and 
the  confusion  of  their  common  enemies.  As  it 
is  designed  this  neutral  body  should  act  with  a 
regard  to  nothing  but  truth  and  eauity,  and  divest 
themselves  of  the  little  heats  ana  prepossessions 
that  cleave  to  parties  of  all  kinds,  I  nave  prepared 
for  them  the  following  form  of  an  association, 
which  may  express  their  intentions  in  the  most 
plain  and  simple  manner. 

*  We  whose  names  are  hereunto  subscribed,  do 
solemnly  declare,  that  we  do  in  our  consciences 
believe  two  and  two  make  four;  and  that  we  shall 
adjudge  any  man  whatsoever  to  be  our  enemy 
who  endeavours  to  persuade  us  to  the  contrarv. 
We  are  likewise  ready  to  maintain,  with  the 
hazard  of  all  that  is  near  and  dear  to  us,  that  six 
is  less  than  seven  in  all  times  and  in  all  places; 
and  that  ten  will  not  be  more  three  years  hence 
than  it  is  at  present  We  do  also  firmly  declare, 
that  it  is  our  resolution  as  long  as  we  live  to  call 
black  black,  and  white  white.  And  we  shall  upon 
all  occasions  oppose  such  persons  that  upon  any 
day  of  the  year,  shall  call  olack  white,  or  white 
black,  with  the  utmost  peril  of  our  lives  and  for- 
tunes. ' 

Were  there  such  a  combination  of  honest  men, 
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who,  without  any  regard  to  places,  would  en- 
deavour to  extinguish  all  such  furious  zealots  as 
would  sacrifice  one  half  of  their  country  to  the 
passion  and  interest  of  the  other;  as  also  such  in- 
famous hypocrites,  that  are  for  promoting  their 
own  advantage,  under  colour  of  tne  public  good; 
with  all  the  profligate  immoral  retainers  to  each 
side,  that  have  nothing  to  recommend  them  but 
an  implicit  submission  to  their  leaders;  we  should 
soon  see  that  furious  party-spirit  extinguished, 
which  may  in  time  expose  us  to  the  derision  and 
contempt  of  all  the  nations  about  us. 

A  member  of  this  society,  that  would  thus 
carefully  employ  himself  in  making  room  for 
merit,  by  throwing  down  the  worthless  and  de- 
praved part  of  mankind  from  those  conspicuous 
stations  of  life  to  which  they  have  been  some- 
times advanced,  and  all  this  without  any  regard 
to  his  private  interest,  would  be  no  small  bene- 
factor to  his  country. 

I  remember  to  have  read  in  Diodorus  Siculus 
an  account  of  a  very  active  little  animal,  which 
1  think  he  calls  the  ichneumon^  that  makes  it 
the  whole  business  of  his  life  to  break  the  eggs 
of  the  crocodile,  which  he  is  always  in  search  af- 
ter. This  instinct  is  the  more  remarkable,  be- 
cause the  ichneumon  never  feeds  upon  the  eggs 
he  has  broken,  nor  any  other  way  finds  his  ac- 
count in  them.  Were  it  not  for  the  incessant 
labours  of  this  industrious  animal,  Egypt  (says 
the  historian)  would  be  over-run  with  crocodiles; 
for  the  Egyptians  are  so  far  from  destroying 
those  pernicious  creatures,  that  they  worship 
them  as  gods. 

If  we  look  into  the  behaviour  of  ordinary  par- 
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tizans,  we  shall  find  them  far  from  resembling 
this  disinterested  animal,  and  rather  acting  after 
the  example  of  the  wild  Tartars,  who  are  ambi- 
tious of  destroying  a  man  of  the  most  extraordi- 
nary parts  and  accomplishments,  as  thinking  that 
upon  his  decease  the  same  talents,  whatever  posts 
they  qualified  him  for,  enter  of  course  into  his 
destroyer. 

As  in  the  whole  train  of  my  speculations  1  have 
endeavoured,  as  much  as  I  am  able,  to  extinguisli 
that  pernicious  spirit  of  passion  and  prejudice 
which  rages  with  the  same  violence  in  ail  parties, 
I  am  still  the  more  desirous  of  doing  some  good 
in  this  particular,  because  1  observe  that  the 
spirit  of  party  reigns  more  in  the  country  than 
in  the  town.  It  here  contracts  a  kind  of  brutali- 
ty and  rustic  fierceness,  to  which  men  of  a  politer 
conversation  are  wholly  strangers.  It  extends 
itself  even  to  the  return  of  the  bow  and  the  hat; 
and  at  the  same  time  that  the  heads  of  parties  pre- 
serve towards  one  another  an  outward  show  of 
good  breeding,  and  keep  up  a  perpetual  inter- 
course of  civilities,  their  tools  that  are  dispersed 
in  these  outlying  parts  will  not  so  much  as  min- 
gle together  at  a  cock-match.  This  humour  fills 
the  country  with  several  periodical  meetings  of 
Whig  jockies  and  Tory  fox-hunters;  not  to  men- 
tion the  innumerable  curses,  frowns,  and  whis- 
pers it  produces  at  a  quarter-sessions. 

I  do  not  know  whether  1  have  observed  in  any 
of  my  former  papers,  that  my  friends  Sir  Roger 
de  Coverley  and  Sir  Andrew  Freeport  are  of  dif- 
ferent principles;  the  first  of  them  mclined  to  the 
landed,  and  the  other  to  the  monied  interest. 
This  humour  is  so  moderate  in  each  of  them,  that 
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it  proceeds  no  farther  than  to  an  agreeable  raille- 
ry, which  very  often  diverts  the  rest  of  the  Club. 
I  find  however  that  the  knight  is  a  much  strong- 
er Tory  in  the  country  than  in  town;  which,  as 
he  has  told  me  in  my  ear,  is  absolutely  necessary 
for  the  keeping  up  his  interest.  In  all  our  jour- 
ney from  London  to  his  house  we  did  not  so 
much  as  bait  at  a  Whig  inn;  or  if  by  chance  the 
coachman  stopped  at  a  wrong  place,  one  of  Sir 
Roger's  servants  would  ride  up  to  his  master  full 
speed,  and  whisper  to  him  that  the  master  of  the 
house  was  against  such  an  one  in  the  last  election. 
This  often  betrayed  us  into  hard  beds  and  bad 
cheer;  for  we  were  not  so  inquisitive  about  the 
inn  as  the  innkeeper;  and  provided  our  landlord's 
principles  were  sound,  aid  not  take  any  notice 
of  the  staleness  of  his  provisions.  This  1  found 
still  the  more  inconvenient,  because  the  better 
the  host  was,  the  worse  generally  were  his  ac- 
commodations: ihe  fellow  knowing  very  well 
that  those  who  were  his  friends  would  take  up 
with  coarse  diet  and  a  hard  lodging.  For  these 
reasons,  all  the  while  I  was  upon  the  road  1  dread- 
ed entering  into  a  house  of  any  one  that  Sir  Roger 
had  applauded  for  an  honest  man. 

Since  my  stay  at  Sir  Roger's  in  the  country,  1 
daily  find  more  instanqes  of  this  narrow  party 
humour.  Being  upon  the  bowling-green  at  a 
neighbouring  niarket  town  the  other  day  (for 
that  is  the  place  where  the  gentlemen  of  one  side 
meet  once  a  week,)  1  observed  a  stranger  among 
them  of  a  better  presence  and  genteeler  beha- 
viour than  ordinary;  but  was  much  surprised, 
that  notwithstanding  he  was  a  very  fair  better, 
nobody  would  take  him  up.     But  upon  inquiry 
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1  found  that  he  was  one  who  had  given  a  disa- 
greeable vote  in  a  former  parliament;  for  wliich 
reason  there  was  not  a  man  upon  that  bowling- 
green  who  would  have  so  much  correspondence 
with  him  as  to  win  his  money  of  him. 

Among  other  instances  of  this  nature,  1  must 
not  omit  one  which  concerns  myself.  Will  Wim- 
ble was  the  other  day  relating  several  strange 
stories  that  he  had  picked  up,  nobody  knows 
where,  of  a  certain  great  man;  and  upon  my  star- 
ing at  him  as  one  that  was  surprised  to  hear  such 
thmgs  in  the  country,  which  had  never  been  so 
much  as  whispered  in  the  town,  Will  stopped 
short  in  the  tnread  of  his  discourse,  and  after 
dinner  asked  my  friend  Sir  Roger  in  his  ear,  if 
he  was  sure  that  I  was  not  a  fanatic. 

It  gives  me  a  serious  concern  to  see  such  a 
spirit  of  dissension  in  the  country;  not  only  as  it 
destroys  virtue  and  common  sense,  and  renders 
us  in  a  manner  barbarians  towards  one  another, 
but  as  it  perpetuates  our  animosities,  widens  our 
breaches,  and  transmits  our  present  passions  and 
prejudices  to  our  posterity.  For  my  own  part,  1 
am  sometimes  afraid  that  I  discover  the  seeds  of 
a  civil  war  in  these  our  divisions,  and  therefore, 
can  not  but  bewail,  as  in  their  first  principles,  the 
miseries  and  calamities  of  our  children. 

ADDISON.  C. 
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Quantum  esA  in  rebus  inane!   Perns.  Sat.  L  t.  1. 
How  much  of  empdness  we  find  in  thlrgs. 

It  is  our  custom  at  Sir  Roger's  upon  the  com- 
ing in  of  the  post,  to  sit  about  a  pot  of  coffee,  and 
liear  the  old  Knight  read  Dyers  Letter:  which 
he  does  with  his  spectacles  upon  his  nose,  and  in 
an  audible  voice,  smiling  very  often  at  those  lit- 
tle strokes  of  satire  which  are  so  frequent  in  the 
writings  of  that  author.  I  afterwards  communi- 
cate to  the  Knight  such  packets  as  I  receive  un- 
der the  quality  of  Spectator.  The  following  let- 
ter chancing  to  please  him  more  than  ordinary,  1 
shall  publish  it  at  his  request 

<MR.  SPECTATOR, 

*  You  have  diverted  the  town  almost  a  whole 
month  at  the  expense  of  the  country;  it  is  now 
high  time  that  you  should  give  the  country  their 
revenge.  Since  your  withdrawing  from  this 
place,  the  fair  sex  are  run  into  great  extravagan- 
cies. Their  petticoats,  which  began  to  heave  and 
swell  before  you  left  us,  are  now  blown  up  into  a 
most  enormous  concave,  and  rise  every  day  more 
and  more;  in  short,  sir,  since  our  women  know 
themselves  to  be  out  of  the  eye  of  the  Spectator, 
they  will  be  kept  within  no  compass.  You  prais- 
ed them  a  little  too  soon  for  the  modesty  of  their 
head-dresses;  for  as  the  humour  of  a  sick  person 
is  often  driven  out  of  one  limb  into  another,  their 
superfluity  of  ornaments,  instead  of  being  entire- 
ly banished,  seems  only  fallen  from  their  heads 
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upon  their  lower  parts.  What  they  have  lost  in 
height  they  make  up  in  breadth,  and,  contrary  to 
all  rules  of  architecture,  widen  the  foundations  at 
the  same  time  that  they  shorten  the  superstruc- 
ture. Were  they,  like  Spanish  jennets,  to  im- 
pregnate by  the  wind,  they  could  not  have 
thought  on  a  more  proper  invention.  But  as  we 
do  not  yet  hear  any  particular  use  in  this  petti  • 
coat,  or  that  it  contains  any  thing  more  than  what 
was  supposed  to  be  in  those  of  scantier  make,  we 
are  wonderfully  at  a  loss  about  it. 

*  The  women  give  out,  in  defence  of  these  wide 
bottqms,  that  they  are  airy,  and  very  proper  for 
the  season:  but  this  I  look  upon  to  be  only  a  pre- 
tence, and  a  piece  of  art;  for  it  is  well  known  we 
have  not  had  a  more  moderate  summer  these 
many  jrears,  so  that  it  is  certain  the  heat  they 
complain  of  can  not  be  in  the  weather:  besides, 
I  would  fain  ask  these  tender  constitutioned  la- 
dies, why  they  should  require  more  cooling  than 
their  mothers  before  them? 

*  I  find  several  speculative  persons  are  of  opin- 
ion, that  our  sex  has  of  late  years  been  very  saucy, 
and  that  the  hoop-petticoat  is  made  use  of  to  keep 
us  at  a  distance.  It  is  most  certain  that  a  wo- 
man's honour  can  not  be  better  intrenched  than 
after  this  manner  in  circle  within  circle,  amidst 
such  a  variety  of  outworks  and  lines  of  circum- 
vallation.  A  female  who  is  thus  invested  in 
whalebone  is  sufficiently  secured  against  the  ap- 
proaches of  an  ill-bred  fellow,  who  might  as  well 
think  of  Sir  George  Etheridge's  way  of  making 
love  in  a  tub,*  as  m  the  midst  of  so  many  hoops. 

*  In  the  comedy  so  called,  act  iv.  scene  6,  Dufoy,  a 
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^  Amon^  these  Tarioas  coojectoreSy  there  are 
men  of  siiperstitions  tempers,  who  look  upon  the 
hoop-petticoat  as  a  kind  of  prodigy.  Some  will 
have  It  that  it  portends  the  downfal  of  the  French 
kingy  and  observe  that  the  farthingale  appeared 
in  England  a  little  hefore  the  ruin  of  the  Spanish 
monarchy.  Others  are  of  opinion  that  it  foretels 
battle  and  bloodshed,  and  believe  it  of  the  same 
prognostication  as  the  tail  of  a  blazing  star.  For 
my  part^  I  am  apt  to  think  it  is  a  sign  that  multi- 
tudes are  coming  into  the  world  rather  than  go- 
ing out  of  it 

<  The  first  time  1  saw  a  lady  dressed  in  one  of 
these  petticoats,  1  could  not  K)rbear  blaming  her 
in  my  own  thoughts  for  walking  abroad  when  she 
was  80  near  her  time;  but  soon  recovered  my- 
self out  of  my  error,  when  I  found  all  the  modish 
part  of  the  sex  as  far  gone  as  herself.  It  is  gene- 
rally thought  some  crafty  women  have  thus  be- 
trayed their  companions  into  hoops,  that  they 
might  make  them  accessary  to  their  own  conceal- 
ments, and  by  that  means  escape  the  censure  of 
the  world;  as  wary  generals  have  sometimes 
dressed  two  or  three  dozen  of  their  friends  in 
their  own  habit,  that  they  might  not  draw  upon 
themselves  any  particular  attacks  from  the  ene- 
my. The  strutting  petticoat  smooths  all  distinc- 
tions, levels  the  mother  with  the  daughter,  and 
sets  maids  and  matrons,  wives  and  widows,  upon 
the  same  bottom.  In  the  mean  while,  I  can  not 
but  be  troubled  to  see  so  many  well  shaped  inno- 

Frenchman,  carries  a  tub  about  the  stage  on  his  shoulders, 
his  head  coming"  through  a  hole  at  the  upper  end. 
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cent  virffins  bloated  up,  and  waddling  up  and 
down,  like  big-bellied  women.* 

*  Should  this  fashion  get  among  the  ordinary 
people,  our  public  ways  would  be  so  crowdea, 
that  we  should  want  street-room.  Several  con- 
gregations of  the  best  fashion  find  themselves  al- 
ready very  much  straitened;  and  if  the  mode  in- 
crease, I  wish  it  may  not  drive  many  ordinary 
women  into  meetings  and  conventicles.  Should 
our  sex  at  the  same  time  take  it  into  their  heads 
to  wear  trunk  breeches  (as  who  knows  what  their 
indignation  at  this  female  treatment  may  drive 
them  to,)  a  man  and  his  wife  would  fill  a  whole 
pew. 

*  You  know,  Sir,  it  is  recorded  of  Alexander 
tlie  Great,  that,  in  his  Indian  expedition,  he  bu- 
ried several  suits  of  armour,  which  by  his  direc- 
tions were  made  much  too  big  for  any  of  his  sol- 
diers, in  order  to  give  posterity  an  extraordinary 
idea  of  him,  and  make  them  believe  he  had  com- 
manded an  army  of  giants.  I  am  persuaded,  that 
if  one  of  the  present  petticoats  nappens  to  be 
hung  up  in  any  repository  of  curiosities,  it  will 
lead  into  the  same  error  the  generations  that  lie 
some  removes  from  us;  unless  we  can  believe  our 
posterity  will  think  so  disrespectfully  of  their 
great  grandmothers,  that  they  made  themselves 
monstrous  to  appear  amiable. 

'  When  I  survey  this  new  fashioned  rotunda 
in  all  its  parts,  1  can  not  but  think  of  the  old  phi- 
losopher, who  after  having  entered  into  an  Egyp- 


•  An  absurd  and  indelicate  custom,  in  effect  somewhat 
similar,  prevailed  for  a  time  about  the  year  1793,  and  waa 
tlien  called  the  Pad, 
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tian  temple,  and  looked  about  for  the  idol  of  the 
place,  at  length  discovered  a  little  black  monkey 
enshrined  in  the  midst  of  it;  upon  which  he  could 
not  forbear  crying  out  (to  the  great  scandal  of 
the  worshippers,)  what  a  magnificent  palace  is 
here  for  such  a  ridiculous  inhabitant! 

*  Though  you  have  taken  a  resolution,  in  one 
o  your  papers,  to  avoid  descending  to  particu- 
larities of  dress,  I  believe  you  will  not  think  it 
below  you,  on  so  extraordinary  an  occasion,  to 
unhoopthe  fair  sex,  and  cure  this  fashionable 
tympany  that  is  got  among  them.  1  am  apt  to 
thinK  the  petticoat  will  shnnk  of  its  own  accord 
at  your  first  coming  to  town,  at  least  a  touch  of 
your  pen  will  make  it  contract  itself  like  the  sen- 
sitive plant,  and  by  that  means  oblige  several 
who  are  either  terrified  or  astonished  at  this  por- 
tentous novelty;  and  among  the  rest, 

*  Your  humble  servant,  &c. 

ADDISON.  C. 


-(•-^©©-O- 
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— Concordia  discars,  Lucab*.  1.  i.  v.  98. 


Harmonious  discord. 


Women  in  their  nature  are  much  more  gay 
and  joyous  than  men;  whether  it  be  that  their 
blood  IS  more  refined,  their  fibres  more  delicate, 
and  their  animal  spirits  more  light  and  volatile; 
or  whether,  as  some  have  imagined,  there  may 
not  be  a  kind  of  sex  in  the  very  soul,  1  shall  not 
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pretend  to  determine.  As  vivacity  is  the  gift  of 
women,  gravity  is  that  of  men.  They  should 
each  of  them  therefore  keep  a  watch  upon  the 
particular  bias  which  nature  has  fixed  m  their 
minds,  that  it  may  not  draw  too  much,  and  lead 
them  out  of  the  paths  of  reason.  This  will  cer- 
tainly happen,  if  the  one  in  every  word  and  ac- 
tion affects  the  character  of  being  rigid  and  severe, 
and  the  other  of  being  brisk  and  airy.  Men 
should  beware  of  being  captivated  by  a  kind  of 
savage  philosophy,  women  by  a  thoughtless  gal- 
lantry. Where  tnese  precautions  are  not  observ- 
ed, tne  man  often  degenerates  into  a  cynic,  the 
woman  into  a  coquette;  the  man  grows  sullen  and 
morose,  the  woman  impertinent  and  fantastical. 

By  what  I  have  said,  we  may  conclude  men 
and  women  were  made  as  counterparts  to  one 
another,  that  the  pains  and  anxieties  of  the  hus- 
band might  be  relieved  by  the  sprightliness  and 
good  humour  of  the  wife.  When  these  are  right- 
ly tempered,  care  and  cheerfulness  go  hand  in 
hand;  and  the  family,  like  a  ship  that  is  duly 
trimmed,  wants  neither  sail  nor  ballast. 

Natural  historians  observe  (for  whilst  I  am  in 
thecountry  I  must  fetch  my  allusions  from  thence,) 
that  only  the  male  birds  have  voices;  that  their 
songs  begin  a  little  before  breeding  time,  and  end 
a  little  after;  that  whilst  the  hen  is  covering  her 
eggs,  the  male  generally  takes  his  stand  upon  a 
nlfghbouring  bough  within  her  hearing;  and  by 
that  means  amuses  and  diverts  her  with  his  songs 
during  the  whole  time  of  her  sitting. 

This  contract  among  birds  lasts  no  longer  than 
till  a  brood  of  young  ones  arises  from  it;  so  that  in 
the  feathered  kind  the  cares  and  fatigues  of  the 


106  THE  SPECTATOR.  No.   128. 

married  state,  if  1  may  so  call  it,  lie  principally 
upon  the  female.  On  the  contrary,  as  in  our  spe- 
cies the  man  and  the  woman  are  joined  together 
for  life,  and  the  main  burden  rests  upon  the  for- 
mer, nature  has  given  all  the  little  arts  of  sooth- 
ing and  blandishment  to  the  female,  that  she  may 
cheer  and  animate  her  companion  in  a  constant 
and  assiduous  application  to  the  making  a  provi- 
sion for  his  family,  and  the  educating  of  their 
common  children.  This,  however,  is  not  to  be 
taken  so  strictly  as  if  the  same  duties  were  not 
often  reciprocal  and  incumbent  on  both  parties; 
but  only  to  set  forth  what  seems  to  have  been  the 
general  intentions  of  nature,  in  the  different  in- 
clinations and  endowments  which  are  bestowed 
on  the  different  sexes. 

But  whatever  was  the  reason  that  man  and  wo- 
man were  made  with  this  variety  of  temper,  if  we 
obser\''e  the  conduct  of  the  fair  sex,  we  find  that 
they  choose  rather  to  associate  themselves  with 
a  person  who  resembles  them  in  that  light  and 
volatile  humour  which  is  natural  to  them,  than 
to  such  as  are  qualified  to  moderate  and  counter- 
balance it.  It  has  been  an  old  complaint,  that  the 
coxcomb  carries  it  with  them  before  the  man  of 
sense.  When  we  see  a  fellow  loud  and  talkative, 
full  of  insipid  life  and  laughter,  we  may  venture 
to  pronounce  him  a  female  favourite:  noise  and 
flutter  are  such  accomplishments  as  they  can  not 
withstand.  To  be  short,  the  passion  of  an  or- 
dinary woman  for  a  man  is  nothing  else  but  self- 
love  diverted  upon  another  object:  she  would 
have  the  lover  a  woman  in  every  thing  but  the 
sex.     I  do  not  know  a  finer  piece  of  satire  on 
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this  part  of  womankind  than  those  lines  of  Mr. 
Dry  den : 

*  Our  thoughtless  sex  is  caught  by  outward  form 
And  empty  noise,  and  loves  itself  in  man.' 

This  is  a  source  of  infinite  calamities  to  the  sex, 
as  it  frequently  joins  them  to  men  who,  in  their 
own  thoughts,  are  as  fine  creatures  as  themselves; 
or,  if  they  chance  to  be  good-humoured,  serve 
only  to  dissipate  their  fortunes,  inflame  their  fol- 
lies, and  aggravate  their  indiscretions. 

The  same  female  levity  is  no  less  fatal  to  them 
after  marriage  than  before:  it  represents  to  their 
imaginations  the  faithful  prudent  husband  as  an 
honest,  tractable,  and  domestic  animal;  and  turns 
their  thoughts  upon  the  fine  gay  gentleman  that 
laughs,  sings,  and  dresses  so  much  more  agree- 
ably. 

As  this  irregular  vivacity  of  temper  leads 
astray  the  hearts  of  ordinary  women  in  the  choice 
of  their  lovers  and  the  treatment  of  their  hus- 
bands, it  operates  with  the  same  pernicious  influ- 
ence towards  their  children,  who  are  taught  to 
accomplish  themselves  in  all  those  sublime  per- 
fections that  appear  captivating  in  the  eye  of 
their  mother.  She  admires  in  her  son  what  she 
loved  in  her  gallant;  and  by  that  means  contri- 
butes all  she  can  to  perpetuate  herself  in  a  worth- 
less progeny. 

The  younger  Faustina  was  a  lively  instance  of 
this  sort  of  women.  Notwithstanding  she  was 
married  to  Marcus  Aur^lius,  one  of  the  greatest, 
wisest,  and  best  of  the  Roman  emperors,  she 
thought  a  common  gladiator  much  the  prettier 


lOS  THE  SPECTATOR.  No.   128. 

gentleman;  and  had  taken  such  care  to  accom- 
plish her  son  Commodus  according  to  her  own 
notions  of  a  fine  man,  that,  when  he  ascended  the 
throne  of  his  father,  he  became  the  most  foolish 
and  abandoned  tyrant  that  was  ever  placed  at  the 
head  of  the  Roman  empire,  signalizing  himself 
in  nothing  but  the  fightmg  of  prizes,  and  knock- 
ing out  men's  brains.  As  he  had  no  taste  of  true 
glory,  we  see  him  in  several  medals  and  statues 
which  are  still  extant  of  him,  equipped  like  an 
Hercules  with  a  club  and  a  lion's  skin. 

1  have  been  led  into  this  speculation  by  the 
characters  I  have  heard  of  a  country  gentleman 
and  his  lady,  who  do  not  live  many  miles  from 
Sir  Roger.  The  wife  is  an  old  coquette,  that  is 
always  nankering  after  the  diveriSions  of  the  town ; 
the  husband  a  morose  rustic,  that  frowns  and 
frets  at  the  name  of  it.  The  wife  is  over-run  with 
affectation,  the  husband  sunk  into  brutality:  the 
lady  can  not  bear  the  noise  of  the  larks  and  night- 
ingales, hates  your  tedious  summer  days,  and  is 
sick  at  the  sight  of  shady  woods  and  purling 
streams:  the  husband  wonders  how  any  one  can 
be  pleased  with  the  fooleries  of  plays  and  operas, 
and  rails  from  morning  to  night  at  essenced  fops 
and  tawdry  courtiers.  Their  children  are  edu- 
cated in  these  different  notions  of  their  parents. 
The  sons  follow  the  father  about  his  grounds, 
while  the  daughters  read  volumes  of  love  letters 
and  romances  to  their  mother.  By  this  means 
it  comes  to  pass,  that  the  girls  look  upon  their 
father  as  a  clown,  and  the  boys  think  their  mo- 
ther no  better  than  she  should  be. 

How  different  are  the  lives  of  Aristus  and  As- 
pasia?  The  innocent  vivacity  of  the  one  is  tern- 
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pered  and  composed  by  the  cheerful  gravity  of 
the  other.  The  wifejgrows  wise  by  thie  discourses 
of  the  husband,  ana  the  husband  good-humour- 
ed by  the  conversation  of  the  wife.  Aristufl 
would  not  be  so  amiable  were  it  not  for  his  As- 
pasia,  nor  Aspasia  so  much  esteemed  were  it  not 
for  her  Aristus.  Their  virtues  are  blended  in 
their  children,  and  diffuse  through  the  whole 
family  a  perpetual  spirit  of  benevolence,  com- 
placency, ana  satisfaction. 

ADDISON.  C. 
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Vertentem  seaefrustra  seetahere  eanthum. 
Cum  rota  posterior  curraa  et  in  axe  secundo, 

pERs.  Sat.  v.  ver.  71. 

Thou,  like  the  lundmost  chariot  wheels,  art  curst 
Still  to  be  near,  but  ne'er  to  be  the  first        Dbtsxk. 

Gbe  AT  masters  in  painting  never  care  for  draw- 
ing people  in  the  fasnion;  as  very  well  knowing 
that  the  head-dress  or  periwig  that  now  prevails, 
and  gives  a  grace  to  their  portraitures  at  present, 
will  make  a  very  odd  figure,  and  perhaps  look 
monstrous  in  the  eyes  of  posterity.  For  tnis  rea- 
son they  often  represent  an  illustrious  person  in 
a  Roman  habit,  or  in  some  other  dress  tnat  never 
varies.  1  could  wish,  for  the  sake  of  my  coun- 
try frienfis,  that  there  was  such  a  kind  of  ever- 
lasting drnpery  to  be  made  use  of  by  all  who  live 
at  a  certain  distance  from  the  town,  and  that  they 
would  agree  upon  such  fashions  as  should  nev^r 
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be  liable  to  changes  and  innovations.  For  want 
of  this  standing  dress,  a  man  who  takes  a  journey 
into  the  country  is  as  much  surprised  as  one  who 
walks  in  a  gallery  of  old  family  pictures;  and 
finds  as  great  a  variety  of  garbs  and  habits  in  the 
persons  he  converses  with.  Did  they  keep  to  one 
constant  dress,  they  would  sometimes  be  in  the 
fashion,  which  they  never  are  as  matters  are  man- 
aged at  present  If,  instead  of  running  after  the 
mode,  tney  would  continue  fixed  in  one  certain 
habit,  the  mode  would  some  time  or  other  over- 
take them,  as  a  clock  that  stands  still  is  sure  to 
point  right  once  in  twelve  hours.  In  this  case, 
therefore,  I  would  advise  them,  as  a  gentleman 
did  his  friend  who  was  hunting  about  tne  whole 
town  after  a  rambling  fellow,  *  If  you  follow  him 
you  will  never  find  nim,  but  if  you  plant  your- 
self at  the  corner  of  any  one  street,  I'll  engage  it 
will  not  be  long  before  you  see  him.' 

1  have  already  touched  upon  this  subject  in  a 
speculation,  (No.  119)  which  shows  how  cruelly 
tne  country  are  led  astray  in  following  the  town, 
and  equipped  in  a  ridiculous  habit,  when  they 
fancy  themselves  in  the  height  of  the  mode. 
Since  that  speculation,  I  have  received  a  letter 
{which  I  there  hinted  at)  from  a  gentleman  who 
IS  now  in  the  western  circuit. 

*MR.  SPECTATOR, 

*  Being  a  lawyer  of  the  Middle  Temple,  a 
Cornish-man  by  birth,  I  generally  ride  the  west- 
ern circuit  for  my  health;  and  as  1  am  not  inter- 
rupted with  clients,  have  leisure  to  make  many 
observations  that  escape  the  notice  of  my  fellow 
travellers. 
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'One  of  the  most  fashionable  women  I  met 
with  in  all  the  circuit,  was  my  landlady  at  Staines, 
where  1  chanced  to  be  on  a  holiday.  Her  com- 
mode was  not  half  a  foot  high,  and  her  petticoat 
within  some  yards  of  a  modish  circumference. 
In  the  same  place  I  observed  a  voung  fellow  with 
a  tolerable  periwig,  had  it  not  been  covered  with 
a  hat  that  was  shaped  in  the  Ramilie  cock.  As 
l^roceeded  on  my  journey  1  observed  the  petti- 
coat grew  scantier  and  scantier,  and  about  three- 
score miles  from  London  was  so  very  unfashion- 
able, that  a  woman  might  walk  in  it  without  any 
manner  of  inconvenience. 

*  Not  far  from  Salisbury  I  took  notice  of  a  jus- 
tice of  peace's  lady,  who  was  at  least  ten  years 
behind-hand  in  her  dress,  but  at  the  same  time  as 
fine  as  hands  could  make  her.  She  was  flounced 
and  furbelowed  from  head  to  foot;  every  riband 
was  wrinkled,  and  every  part  of  her  garments  in 
curl;  so  that  she  looked  like  one  of  those  animals 
which  in  the  country  we  call  a  Friezland  hen. 

'  Not  many  miles  beyond  this  place,  1  was  in- 
formed that  one  of  the  last  year's  little  muffs  had 
by  some  means  or  other  straggled  into  those  parts, 
and  that  all  the  women  of  fashion  were  cutting 
their  old  muffs  in  two,  or  retrenching  them,  ac- 
cording to  the  little  model  which  was  got  among 
them.  I  can  not  believe  the  report  they  have 
there,  that  it  was  sent  down  franked  by  a  parlia- 
ment-man in  a  little  packet;  but  probably,  by 
next  winter,  this  fashion  will  be  at  the  height  in 
the  country,  when  is  is  quite  out  at  London. 

'  The  greatest  beau  at  our  next  country  ses- 
sions was  dressed  in  a  most  monstrous  flaxen  peri- 
wig that  was  made  in  King  William's  reign.  The 
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wearer  of  it  goes,  it  seems,  in  his  own  hair  when 
he  is  at  home,  and  lets  his  wig  lie  in  buckle  for  a 

.  whole  half  year,  that  he  may  put  it  on  upon  oe- 

^  casion  to  meet  the  judges  in  it. 

^  1  must  not  here  omat  an  adventure  which  hap- 
pened to  us  in  a  country  church  upon  the  fron- 
tiers of  Cornwall.  As  we  were  in  the  midst  of 
the  service,  a  lady,  who  is  the  chief  woman  of 
the  place,  and  haa  passed  the  winter  at  London 
with  her  husband,  entered  the  congregation  in  a 
little  head-dress  and  a  hooped  petticoat.  The 
people,  who  were  wonderfully  startled  at  such  a 
sight,  all  of  them  rose  up.  Some  stared  at  the 
prodigious  bottom,  and  some  at  the  little  top,  of 
this  strange  dress.  In  the  mean  time  the  lady 
of  the  manor  filled  the  area  of  the  church,  and 
walked  up  to  her  pew  with  an  unspeakable  satis- 
faction, amidst  the  whispers,  conjectures  and  as- 
tonishments of  the  whole  congregation. 

^  Upon  our  way  from  hence  we  saw  a  young 
fellow  riding  towards  us  full  gallop,  with  a  bob- 
wig  and  a  black  silken  bag  tied  to  it.  He  stopt 
short  at  the  coach  to  ask  us  how  far  the  judges 
were  behind  us.  His  stay  was  so  very  short, 
that  we  had  only  time  to  observe  his  new  silk 
waistcoat,  which  was  unbuttoned  in  several  places, 
to  let  us  see  that  he  had  a  clean  shirt  on,  which 
was  ruffled  down  to  his  middle. 

^  From  this  place,  during  our  progress  through 
the  most  western  parts  of  the  kingdom,  we  fan- 
cied ourselves  in  King  Charles  the  Second^s 
reign,  the  people  having  made  very  little  varia- 
tions in  their  dress  since  that  time.  The  smartest 
of  the  country  'squires  appear  still  in  the  Mon* 
mouth  cock;  and  when  they  go  a  wooing,  (whe- 
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« 

ther  they  have  any  post  in  the  militia  or  not) 
they  generally  put  on  a  red  coat.  We  were,  in- 
deed, very  much  surprised,  at  the  place  we  lay  at 
last  night,  to  meet  with  a  gentleman  that  had  ac- 
coutred himself  in  a  night-cap  wig,  a  coat  with 
long  pockets  and  slit  sleeves,  and  a  pair  of  shoes 
with  nigh  scollop  tops;  but  we  soon  found  by  his^ 
conversation  that  he  was  a  person  who  laughed  * 
at  the  ignorance  and  rusticity  of  the  country  peo- 
ple, and  was  resolved  to  live  and  die  in  the  mode. 

*  Sir,  if  you  think  this  account  of  my  travels 
may  be  of  any  advantage  to  the  public,  I  will  next 
year  trouble  you  with  such  occurrences  as  1  shall 
meet  with  in  other  parts  of  England.  For  1  am 
informed  there  are  greater  curiosities  in  the  north- 
ern circuit  than  in  the  western;  and  that  a  fashion 
makes  its  progress  much  slower  into  Cumberland 
than  into  Cornwall.  I  have  heard  in  particular, 
that  the  Steenkirk*  arrived  but  two  months  ago 
at  Newcastle,  and  that  there  are  several  com- 
modes in  those  parts  which  are  worth  taking  a 
journey  thither  to  see.' 

ADDISON.  C. 

•  The  Steenkirk  was  a  kind  of  military  cravat  of  black 
Bilk,  probably  worn  first  at  tlie  battle  of  Steenkirk  in  Au- 
gust, 1692. 


Vol.  III.— 8 
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Semperque  recentes 


OonvectarejuvaipraBdaSf  etvivererapto.  Yibo.  iE)n.  vii,  748. 
Hunting  their  vport,  and  plundering*  was  their  trade. 

As  I  was  yesterday  riding  out  in  the  fields  with 
my  friend  Sir  Roger,  we  saw  at  a  little  distance 
from  us  a  troop  of  gipsies.  Upon  the  first  dis- 
covery of  them,  my  friend  was  in  some  doubt 
trhether  he  should  not  exert  the  Justice  of  the 
Peace  upon  such  a  band  of  lawless  vagrants,  but 
not  having  his  clerk  with  him,  who  is  a  necessary 
counsellor  on  these  occasions,  and  fearing  that 
his  poultry  might  fare  the  worse  for  it,  he  let  the 
thought  drop:  but  at  the  same  time  gave  me  a  par- 
ticular account  of  the  mischiefs  they  do  in  the 
country,  in  stealing  people's  goods  and  spoiling 
their  servants.  If  a  stray  piece  of  linen  hangs 
upon  a  hedge,  says  Sir  Koger,  they  are  sure  to 
have  it;  if  a  riog  loses  his  way  in  the  fields,  it  is 
ten  to  one  that  he  becomes  their  prey;  our  geese 
can  not  live  in  peace  for  them;  if  a  man  prosecutes 
them  with  severity,  his  hen-roost  is  sure  to  pay 
for  it:  they  generally  straggle  into  these  parts 
about  this  time  of  the  year;  and  set  the  heads  of 
our  servant  maids  so  agog  for  husbands,  that  we 
do  not  expect  to  have  any  business  done  as  it 
should  be  whilst  they  are  in  the  country.  I  have 
an  honest  dairy-maid  who  crosses  their  hands 
with  a  piece  of  silver  every  summer,  and  never 
fails  being  promised  the  handsomest  young  fellow 
in  the  parish  for  her  pains.    Your  friend  the  but- 
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ler  has  been  fool  enough  to  be  seduced  by  them; 
and  though  he  is  sure  to  lose  a  knife,  a  fork,  or  a 
spoon,  every  time  his  fortune  is  told  him,  gene- 
rally shuts  himself  up  in  the  pantry  with  an  old 
gipsy  for  above  half  an  hour  once  in  a  twelve- 
month. Sweethearts  are  the  things  they  live 
upon,  which  they  bestow  very  plentifully  upon 
all  those  that  apply  themselves  to  them.  You 
see  now  and  then  some  handsome  young  jades 
among  them:  the  sluts  have  very  often  white 
teeth  and  black  eyes. 

Sir  Roger  observing  that  I  listened  with  great 
attention  to  his  account  of  a  people  who  were  so 
entirely  new  to  me,  told  me,  that  if  I  would  they 
should  tell  us  our  fortunes.  As  I  was  very  well 
pleased  with  the  knight's  proposal,  we  rode  up 
and  communicated  our  hands  to  them.  A  Cas- 
sandra of  the  crew,  after  having  examined  my 
lines  very  diligently,  told  me  that  1  loved  a  pret- 
ty maid  m  a  corner,  that  I  was  a  good  woman^s 
man,  with  some  other  particulars  which  I  do  not 
think  proper  to  relate.  My  friend  Sir  Roger 
alighted  from  his  horse,  and  exposing  his  palm  to 
two  or  three  that  stood  by  him,  they  crumpled 
it  into  all  shapes,  and  diligently  scanned  every 
wrinkle  that  could  be  made  in  it;  when  one  of 
them,  who  was  older  and  more  sun  burnt  than 
the  rest,  told  him,  that  he  had  a  widow  in  his  line 
of  life:  upon  which  the  knight  cried.  Go,  go, 
you  are  an  idle  baggage;  and  at  the  same  time 
smiled  upon  me.  The  gipsy  finding  he  was  not 
displeased  in  his  heart,  told  him,  after  a  farther 
inquiry  into  his  hand,  that  his  true-love  was  con- 
stant, and  that  she  should  dream  of  him  to-night. 
My  old  friend  cried,  pish,  and  bid  her  go  on. 


116  THE  SPECTATOR.  No.  130. 

The  gipsy  told  him  that  he  was  a  bachelor,  but 
would  not  be  so  long;  and  that  he  was  dearer  to 
somebody  than  he  thought.  The  knight  still  re- 
peated, she  was  an  idle  baggage,  and  bid  her  go 
on.  Ah,  master,  says  the  gipsy,  that  roguish 
leer  of  your's  makes  a  pretty  woman's  heart  ache; 
you  han't  that  simper  about  the  mouth  for  no- 
thing. The  uncouth  gibberish  with  which  all 
this  was  uttered,  like  tne  darkness  of  an  oracle, 
made  us  the  more  attentive  to  it.  To  be  short, 
the  knight  left  the  money  with  her  that  he  had 
crossed  ner  hand  with,  and  got  up  again  on  his 
horse. 

As  we  were  riding  away,  Sir  Roger  told  me, 
the  he  knew  several  sensible  people  who  believ- 
ed these  gipsies  now  and  then  foretold  very 
strange  things:  and  for  half  an  hour  together  ap- 
peared more  jocund  than  ordinary.  In  the  heignt 
of  his  good-humour,  meeting  a  common  beggar 
upon  the  road,  who  was  no  conjurer,  as  he  went 
to  relieve  him,  he  found  his  pocket  was  picked, 
that  being  a  kind  of  palmistry  at  which  this  raco 
of  vermin  are  very  aexterous. 

I  might  here  entertain  my  reader  with  histori- 
cal remarks  on  this  idle  profligate  people,  w^ho 
infest  all  the  countries  of  Europe,  and  live  in  the 
midst  of  governments  in  a  kind  of  comnion  wealth 
by  themselves.  But  instead  of  entering  into  ob- 
servations of  this  nature,  1  shall  fill  the  remain- 
ing part  of  my  paper  with  a  story  which  is  still 
fresh  in  Holland,  and  was  printed  in  one  of  our 
monthly  accounts  about  twenty  years  ago.  *  As 
the  trekschuyty  or  hackney-boat,  which  carries 
passengers  from  Leyden  to  Amsterdam,  was  put- 
ting off,  a  boy  running  along  the  side  of  the  ca- 
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nal  desired  to  be  taken  in;  which  the  master  of  the 
boat  refused,  because  the  lad  had  not  quite  money 
enough  to  pay  the  usual  fair.  An  eminent  mer- 
chant being  pleased  with  the  looks  of  the  boy, 
and  secretly  touched  with  compassion  towards 
him,  paid  the  money  for  him,  and  ordered  him 
to  be  taken  on  board.  Upon  talking  with  him 
afterwards,  he  found  that  he  could  speak  readi- 
ly in  three  or  four  languages;  and  learned,  upon 
farther  examination,  that  he  had  been  stolen  away, 
when  he  was  a  child,  by  a  gipsy,  and  had  rambled 
ever  since  with  a  gang  of  those  strollers  up  and 
down  several  parts  of  Europe.  It  happened  that 
the  merchant,  whose  heart  seems  to  have  inclin- 
ed towards  the  boy  by  a  secret  kind  of  instinct, 
had  himself  lost  a  child  some  years  before.  The 
parents,  after  a  long  search  for  him,  gave  him  for 
drowned  in  one  of  the  canals  with  which  that 
country  abounds;  and  the  mother  was  so  afflicted 
at  the  loss  of  a  fine  boy,  who  was  her  only  son, 
that  she  died  for  grief  of  it  Upon  laying  toge- 
ther all  particulars,  and  examming  the  several 
moles  ana  marks  by  which  the  mother  used  to 
describe  the  child  when  he  was  first  missing, 
the  boy  proved  to  be  the  son  of  the  merchant 
whose  heart  had  so  unaccountably  melted  at  the 
sight  of  him.  The  lad  was  very  well  pleased  to 
find  a  father  who  was  so  rich,  and  likely  to  leave 
him  a  good  estate;  the  father,  on  the  other  hand^ 
was  not  a  little  delighted  to  see  a  son  return  to 
him,  whom  he  had  given  for  lost,  with  such 
a  strength  of  constitution,  sharpness  of  under- 
standing, and  skill  in  languages.^  Here  the  print- 
ed  story  leaves  oflf ;  but,  if  I  may  give  credit  to 
reports,  our  linguist,  having  received  such  extr^- 
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ardinary  rudiments  towards  a  good  education, 
was  afterwards  trained  up  in  every  thing  that  be- 
comes a  gentleman;  and  wearing  off,  oy  little 
and  little,  all  the  vicious  habits  and  practices  that 
he  had  been  used  to  in  the  course  oi  his  peregri- 
nations; nay,  it  is  said,  that  he  has  since  been 
employed  in  foreign  courts  upon  national  busi- 
ness, with  great  reputation  to  himself  and  honour 
to  those  who  sent  him,  and  that  he  has  visited 
several  countries  as  a  public  minister,  in  which 
he  formerly  wandered  as  a  gipsy. 

ADDISON.  C. 


■<i-a©©-i>- 
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— Ipse  rursum  concedde  ayhsB.     Viho.  Eel.  x.  63. 


Once  more,  ye  woods,  adieu. 

It  is  usual  for  a  man  who  loves  country  sports 
to  preserve  the  game  in  his  own  grounds,  and  di- 
vert himself  upon  those  that  belong  to  his  neigh- 
bour. My  friend  Sir  Roger  generally  goes  two 
or  three  miles  from  his  house,  and  gets  into  the 
frontiers  of  his  estate,  before  he  beats  about  in 
search  of  a  hare  or  partridge,  on  purpose  to  spare 
his  own  fields,  where  he  is  always  sure  of  finding 
diversion  when  the  worst  comes  to  the  worst. 
By  this  means  the  breed  about  his  house  has 
time  to  increase  and  multiply;  besides  that  the 
sport  is  the  more  agreeable  where  the  game  is 
tne  harder  to  come  at,  and  where  it  does  not  lie 
80  thick  as  to  produce  any  perplexity  or  confu- 
mon  in  the  pursuit.    For  these  reasons  the  coun- 
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try  gentleman,  like  the  fox,  seldom  preys  near 
his  own  home. 

In  the  same  manner  I  have  made  a  month's 
excursion  out  of  the  town,  which  is  the  great 
field  of  game  for  sportsmen  of  my  species,  to  try 
my  fortune  in  the  country,  where  Ihave  started 
several  subjects,  and  hunted  them  down  with 
some  pleasure  to  myself  and  I  hope  to  others.  I 
am  here  forced  to  use  a  great  deal  of  diligence 
before  I  can  spring  any  thing  to  my  mind;  where- 
as, in  town,  whilst  1  am  following  one  charac- 
ter, it  is  ten  to  one  but  I  am  crossed  in  my  way 
by  another,  and  put  up  such  a  variety  of  odd 
creatures  in  both  sexes,  that  they  foil  the  scent 
of  one  another,  and  puzzle  the  chase.  My  great- 
est difficulty  in  the  country  is  to  find  sport,  and 
in  town  to  choose  it.  In  the  mean  time,  as  I  have 
given  a  whole  month's  rest  to  the  cities  of  London 
and  Westminster,  1  promise  myself  abundance  of 
new  ^ame  upon  my  return  thither. 

it  IS  indeed  high  time  for  me  to  leave  the  coun- 
try, since  I  find  the  whole  neighbourhood  begin 
to  grow  very  inquisitive  after  my  name  and  cha- 
racter; my  love  of  solitude,  taciturnity,  and  par- 
ticular way  of  life,  having  raised  a  great  curiosity 
in  all  these  parts. 

The  notions  which  have  been  framed  of  me  are 
various:  some  look  upon  me  as  very  proud,  some 
as  very  modest,  and  some  as  very  melancholy. 
Will  Wimble,  as  my  friend  the  butler  tells  me, 
observing  me  very  much  alone,  and  extremely 
silent  when  I  am  in  company,  is  afraid  I  have 
killed  a  man.  The  country  people  seem  to  sus- 
pect me  for  a  conjurer;  and  some  of  them  hear- 
ing of  Uie  visit  which  I  made  to  Moll  White^ 
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will  needs  have  it  that  Sir  Roger  has  brought 
down  a  cunning  man  with  him,  to  cure  the  old 
woman,  and  free  the  country  from  her  charms. 
So  that  the  character  which  I  go  under  in  part 
of  the  neighbourhood  is  what  they  here  call  a 
white  witch, 

A  justice  of  peace  who  lives  about  five  miles 
off,  and  who  is  not  of  Sir  Rocer's  party,  has  it 
seems  said  twice  or  thrice  at  nis  table,  that  he 
wishes  Sir  Roger  does  not  harbour  a  Jesuit  in  his 
house;  and  that  he  thinks  the  gentlemen  of  tho. 
country  would  do  very  well  to  make  me  give 
some  account  of  myself. 

On  the  other  side,  some  of  Sir  Roger's  friends 
are  afraid  the  old  knight  is  imposed  upon  by  a 
designing  fellow;  and  as  they  have  heard  that  he 
converses  very  promiscuously  when  he  is  in  town, 
do  not  know  but  he  has  brousht  down  with  him 
9ome  discarded  Whig,  that  is  sullen,  and  says 
nothing,  because  he  is  out  of  place. 

Such  is  the  variety  of  opinions  v/hich  are  here 
entertained  of  me;  so  that  I  pass  among  some  for 
a  disaffected  person,  and  amon^  others  for  a  po- 
pish priest;  amonssome  for  a  wizard,  and  among 
others  for  a  murderer;  and  all  this  for  no  other 
reason,  that  1  can  imagine,  but  because  1  do  not 
hoot  and  halloo  and  make  a  noise.  It  is  true,  my 
friend  Sir  Roger  tells  them,  that  it  is  my  way^ 
and  that  1  am  only  a  philosopher;  but  this  will 
not  satisfy  them.  They  thinlc  there  is  more  in 
me  than  he  discovers,  and  that  I  do  not  hold  my 
tongue  for  nothing. 

For  these  and  other  reasons  I  shall  set  out  for 
London  to-morrow,  having  found  by  experienee 
thai  the  country  is  not  a  place  for  a  person  of  my 
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temper,  who  does  not  love  jollity,  and  what  they 
call  good  neighbourhood.  A  man  that  is  out  of 
humour  when  an  unexpected  guest  breaks  in  upon 
him,  and  does  not  care  for  sacrificing  an  after- 
noon to  every  chance-comer,  that  will  be  the 
master  of  his  own  time,  and  the  pursuer  of  his 
own  inclinations,  makes  but  a  very  unsociable 
figure  in  this  kind  of  life.  I  shall  therefore  retire 
into  the  town,  if  I  may  make  use  of  that  phrase, 
and  get  into  the  crowd  again  as  fast  as  I  can,  in 
order  to  be  alone.  1  can  there  raise  what  specu- 
lations 1  please  upon  others,  without  being  ob- 
served myself,  and  at  the  same  time  enjoy  all  the 
advantages  of  company  with  all  the  privileges  of 
solitude.  In  the  meanwhile,  to  finish  the  month, 
and  conclude  these  my  rural  speculations,  I  shall 
here  insert  a  letter  from  my  friend  Will  Honey- 
comb, who  has  not  lived  a  montli  for  these  forty 
years  out  of  the  smoke  of  London,  and  rallies  me 
after  his  way  upon  my  country  life. 

*  DEAR  SPEC, 

*  I  suppose  this  letter  will  find  thee  picking  of 
daisies,  or  smelling  to  a  lock  of  hay,  or  passing 
away  thy  time  in  some  innocent  country  diver- 
sion of  the  like  nature.  I  have,  however,  orders 
from  the  club  to  summon  thee  up  to  town,  being 
all  of  us  cursedly  afraid  thou  wilt  not  be  able  to 
relish  our  companv,  after  thy  conversations  with 
Moll  White  and  Will  Wimble.  Pr'ythee,  do 
not  send  us  up  any  more  stories  of  a  cock  and  a 
bull,  nor  frighten  the  town  with  spirits  and  witch- 
es. Thy  speculations  begin  to  smell  confound- 
edly of  woods  and  meadows.  If  thou  dost  not 
come  up  quickly,  we  shall  conclude  that  thou  art 
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in  love  with  one  of  Sir  Roger's  dairy-maids. 
Service  to  the  knight.  Sir  Andrew  is  grown  the 
cock  of  the  club  since  he  left  us;  and  if  he  does 
not  return  quickly,  will  make  every  mother's  son 
of  us  commonwealth's  men. 

*  Dear  Spec,  thine  eternally, 

*  Will  Honeycomb.' 
addison.  c. 
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— >Qttt,  aut  tempus  guidpostukt  non  videt,  aut  plura  loqui' 
tw,  aut  86  osierUcU,  aut  eorum  quihuscum  eat  rationem  non 
habet,  is  ineptua  esse  cUeitur.  Titll. 

That  man  is  gmlty  of  impertinence,  who  considers  not  the 
circumstances  of  time,  or  engrosses  the  conversation,  or 
makes  himself  the  subject  of  his  discourse,  or  pays  no  re- 
gard to  the  company  he  is  in. 

Having  notified  to  my  good  friend  Sir  Roger 
that  1  should  set  out  for  London  the  next  day,  his 
horses  were  ready  at  the  appointed  hour  m  the 
evening;  and,  attended  by  one  of  his  grooms,  1 
arrived  at  the  county  town  at  twilight,  in  order 
to  be  ready  for  the  stage-coach  the  day  following. 
As  soon  as  we  arrived  at  the  inn,  the  servant 
who  waited  upon  me,  inquired  of  the  chamber- 
lain, in  my  hearing,  what  company  he  had  for 
the  coach?  The  fellow  answered,  Mrs.  Betty 
Arable  the  great  fortune,  and  the  widow  her  mo- 
ther; a  recruiting  ofiScer  (who  took  a  place  be- 
cause they  were  to  go,)  young  ^squire  Quickset 
her  cousin^  that  her  mother  wished  her  to  be  mar- 
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ried  to;  Ephraim  the  quaker,  her  guardian;  and  a 
gentleman  that  had  studied  himself  dumb,  from 
Sir  Roger  de  Coverley^s.  1  observed,  by  what 
he  said  of  myself,  that,  according  to  his  office  he 
had  dealt  much  in  intelligence:  and  doubted  not 
there  was  some  foundation  for  his  reports  of  the 
rest  of  the  company,  as  well  as  for  the  whimsical 
account  he  gave  of  me.  The  next  morning  at  day 
break  we  were  all  called:  and  I,  who  know  my 
own  natural  shyness,  and  endeavoured  to  be  as 
little  liable  to  be  disputed  with  as  possible,  dress- 
ed immediately,  that  1  might  make  no  one  wait. 
The  first  preparation  for  our  setting  out  was,  that 
the  captain's  half-pike  was  placed  near  the  coach- 
man, and  a  drum  behind  the  coach.  In  the  mean 
time  the  drummer,  the  captain's  equipage,  was 
very  loud,  that  none  of  the  captain's  things  should 
be  placed  so  as  to  be  spoiled:  upon  which  his 
cloak-bag  was  fixed  in  the  seat  of  the  coach;  and 
the  captain  himself,  acco^'ding  to  a  frequent, 
though  invidious  behaviour  of  military  men,  or- 
dered his  man  to  look  sharp,  that  none  but  one 
of  the  ladies  should  have  the  place  he  had  taken 
fronting  the  coach-box. 

We  were  in  some  little  time  fixed  in  our  seats, 
and  sat  with  that  dislike  which  people  not  too 
good-natured  usually  conceive  of  each  other  at 
first  sight  The  coach  jumbled  us  insensibly  into 
some  sort  of  familiarity;  and  we  had  not  moved 
above  two  miles,  when  the  widow  asked  the  cap- 
tain what  success  he  had  in  his  recruiting?  The 
officer,  with  a  frankness  he  believed  very  grace- 
ful, told  her,  *  that  indeed  he  had  but  very  little 
luck,  and  had  suffered  much  by  desertion;  there- 
for^ should  be  glad  to  end  his  warfare  in  the  ser- 
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Vice  of  her  or  her  fair  daughter!  In  a  word,  con- 
tinued he,  1  am  a  soldier,  and  to  be  plain  is  my 
character:  you  see  me.  Madam,  young,  sound  and 
impudent:  take  me  yourself,  widow,  or  give  me 
to  ner;  1  will  be  wholly  at  your  disposal.  I  am 
a  soldier  of  fortune,  hat'  This  was  followed  by  a 
vain  laugh  of  his  own  and  a  deep  silence  of  all  the 
rest  of  the  company.  I  had  nothing  left  for  it  but 
to  fall  fast  asleep,  which  I  did  with  all  speed. 
'  Come,'  said  he,  *  resolve  upon  it,  we  will  make 
a  wedding  at  the  next  town;  we  will  wake  this 

t)leasant  companion,  who  is  fallen  asleep,  to  be  the 
)ride-man;  and'  (giving  the  quaker  a  clap  on  the 
knee)  he  concluded,  *  This  sly  saint,  who  I'll  war- 
rant, understands  what's  what  as  well  as  you  or 
I,  widow,  shall  give  the  bride  as  father.'  The 
quaker,  who  happened  to  be  a  man  of  smartness, 
answered,  ^  Friend,  I  take  it  in  good  part  that 
thou  hast  given  me  the  authority  of  a  father  over 
this  comely  and  virtuous  child;  and  I  must  as- 
sure thee,  that  if  I  have  the  giving  her  I  shall  not 
bestow  her  on  thee.  Thy  mirth,  friend,  savoureth 
of  folly:  thou  art  a  person  of  a  light  mind;  thy 
drum  is  a  type  of  thee;  it  soundeth  because  it  is 
empty,  verily,  it  is  not  from  thy  fulness,  but 
thy  emptiness,  that  thou  hast  spoken  this  day. 
Friend,  friend,  we  have  hired  this  coach  in  part- 
nership with  thee  to  carry  us  to  the  great  city; 
we  can  not  go  any  other  way.  This  worthy  mo- 
ther must  hear  thee  if  thou  wilt  needs  utter  thy 
follies;  we  can  not  help  it,  friend,  I  say:  if  thou 
wilt,  we  must  hear  thee;  but  if  thou  wert  a  man 
of  understanding,  thou  wouldst  not  take  advan- 
tage of  thy  courageous  countenance  to  abash  us 
children  of  peace.     Thou  art,  thou  say  est,  a  sol 
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dier;  give  quarter  to  us  who  can  not  resist  thee. 
Why  didst  thou  fleer  at  our  friend  who  feigned 
himself  asleep?  He  said  nothing,  but  how  dost 
thou  know  what  he  containeth?  if  thou  speakest 
improper  things  in  the  hearing  of  this  virtuous 
young  virgin,  consider  it  is  an  outrage  against  a 
distressed  person  that  can  not  get  from  thee.  To 
speak  indiscreetly  what  we  are  obliged  to  hear, 
bv  being  hasped  up  with  thee  in  this  public  vehi- 
cle, is  in  some  degree  assaulting  on  the  high  road.' 

Here  Ephraim  paused;  and  the  captain,  with  a 
happy  and  uncommon  impudence  (which  can  be 
convicted  and  support  itself  at  the  same  time), 
cries,  ^  Faith,  friend,  1  thank  thee;  1  should  have 
been  a  little  impertinent  if  thou  hadst  not  repri- 
manded me.  C5ome,  thou  art,  I  see,  a  smoky  old 
fellow,  and  I'll  be  very  orderly  the  ensuing  part 
of  my  journey.  I  was  going  to  give  myself  airs, 
but,  ladies,  I  beg  pardon. ' 

The  captain  was  so  little  out  of  humour,  and 
our  company  was  so  far  from  being  soured  by 
this  little  ruffle,  that  Ephraim  and  he  took  a  par- 
ticular delight  in  being  agreeable  to  each  other 
for  the  future,  and  assumed  their  different  pro- 
vinces in  the  conduct  of  the  company.  Our 
reckonings,  apartments,  and  accommodations,  fell 
under  Ephraim;  and  the  captain  looked  to  all  dis- 
putes on  the  road,  as  the  good  behaviour  of  our 
coachman,  and  the  right  we  had  of  taking  place 
as  going  to  London  of  all  vehicles  coming  from 
thence.  The  occurrences  we  met  with  were  or- 
dinary, and  very  little  happened  which  could  en- 
tertain by  the  relation  of  them:  but  when  1  con- 
sidered the  company  we  were  in,  1  took  it  for  no 
small  good  fortune  that  the  whole  journey  was 
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not  spent  in  impertinences,  which  to  one  part  ol 
us  might  be  an  entertainment,  to  the  other  a  suf- 
fering. What  therefore  Ephraim  said  when  we 
were  almost  arrived  at  London,  had  to  me  an  air 
not  only  of  good  understanding,  but  good  breed- 
ing. Upon  the  young  lady's  expressing  her  sa^ 
tisfaction  in  the  journey,  and  declaring  how  de- 
lightful it  had  been  to  her,  Ephraim  delivered 
himself  as  follows:  ^  There  is  no  ordinary  part  of 
human  life,  which  expresseth  so  much  a  good 
mind,  and  a  right  inward  man,  as  his  behaviour 
upon  meeting  with  strangers,  especially  such  as 
may  seem  the  most  unsuitai)le  companions  to  him : 
such  a  man,  when  he  falleth  in  the  way  with  per- 
sons of  simplicity  and  innocence,  however  know 
ing  he  may  be  in  the  ways  of  men,  will  not  vaunt 
himself  thereof;  but  will  the  rather  hide  his  su- 
periority to  them,  that  he  may  not  be  painful  unto 
them.  My  good  friend  (continued  he,  turning 
to  the  officer),  thee  and  I  are  to  part  by  and  by, 
and  peradventure  we  may  never  meet  again;  but 
be  advised  by  a  plain  man;  modes  and  apparel 
are  but  trifles  to  the  real  man;  therefore  no  not 
think  such  a  man  as  thyself  terrible  for  thy  garb, 
nor  such  a  one  as  me  contemptible  for  mine. 
When  two  such  as  thee  and  I  meet,  with  affec- 
tions as  we  ought  to  have  towards  each  other, 
thou  shouldst  rejoice  to  see  my  peaceable  de- 
meanour, and  I  should  be  glad  to  see  thy  strength 
and  ability  to  protect  me  in  it. 

STEELE.  T 
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Quis  desideno  ait  pudor^  out  modus. 
Tarn  chart  capitis?  Hor.  Od.  24. 1. 1.  v.  1. 

^Who  can  g^eve  too  much,  what  time  shall  end 

Our  mourning  for  so  dear  a  friend.^  Crbkch. 

There  is  a  sort  of  delight,  which  is  alternately 
mixed  with  terror  and  sorrow  in  the  contempla- 
tion of  death.  The  soul  has  its  curiosity  more 
than  ordinarily  awakened,  when  it  turns  its 
thoughts  upon  the  conduct  of  such  who  have  be- 
haved themselves  with  an  equal,  a  resigned,  a 
cheerful,  a  generous  or  heroic  temper  in  that  ex- 
tremity. We  are  affected  with  these  respective 
manners  of  behaviour,  as  we  secretly  believe  the 
part  of  the  dying  person  iraitable  by>  ourselves, 
or  such  as  we  imagine  ourselves  more  particular- 
ly capable  of.  Men  of  exalted  minds  march  be- 
fore us  like  princes,  and  are,  to  the  ordinary  race 
of  mankind,  rather  subjects  for  their  admiration 
than  example.  However,  there  are  no  ideas 
strike  more  forcibly  upon  our  imaginations,  than 
those  which  are  raised  from  reflections  upon  the 
exits  of  great  and  excellent  men.  Innocent  men 
who  have  suffered  as  criminals,  though  they  were 
benefactors  to  human  society,  seem  to  be  persons 
of  the  highest  distinction,  among  the  vastly  great- 
er number  of  hunian  race,  the  dead.  When  the 
iniquity  of  the  times  brought  Socrates  to  his  exe- 
cution, how  great  and  wonderful  is  it  to  behold 
him,  unsupported  by  any  thing  but  the  testimony 
of  his  own  conscience  and  conjectures  of  here 
after,  receive  the  poison  with  an  air  of  mirth  and 
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sood  humour,  and,  as  if  going  on  an  agreeable 
journey,  bespeak  some  deity  to  make  it  fortunate. 

When  Phocion's  good  actions  had  met  with  the 
like  reward  from  his  country,  and  he  was  led  to 
death  with  many  others  of  his  friends,  they  be- 
wailing their  fate,  he  walking  composedly  towards 
the  place  of  execution,  how  gracefully  does  he 
support  his  illustrious  character  to  the  very  last 
instant!  One  of  the  rabble  spitting  at  him  as  he 
passed,  with  his  usual  authority  he  called  to 
know,  if  no  one  was  ready  to  teach  this  fellow 
how  to  behave  himself.  When  a  poor  spirited 
creature,  that  died  at  the  same  time  for  his  crimes, 
bemoaned  himself  unmanfuUy,  he  rebuked  him 
with  this  question.  Is  it  no  consolation  to  such  a 
man  as  thou  art  to  die  with  Phocion?  At  the  in- 
stant when  he  was  to  die,  they  asked  what  com- 
mands he  bad  for  his  son?  he  answered,  *  To  for- 
get this  injury  of  the  Athenians.'  Niocles,  his 
triend,  unaer  the  same  sentence,  desired  he  might 
drink  the  potion  before  him:  Phocion  said,  *  be- 
cause he  never  had  denied  him  any  thing,  he 
would  not  even  this,  the  most  difficult  request  he 
had  ever  made.' 

These  instances  were  very  noble  and  great;  and 
the  reflections  of  those  sublime  spirits  had  made 
death  to  them,  what  it  is  really  intended  to  be  by 
the  Author  of  nature,  a  relief  from  a  various  be- 
ing, ever  subject  to  sorrows  and  difficulties. 

Epaminondas,  the  Theban  general,  having  re- 
ceived in  fight  a  mortal  stab  with  a  sword,  which 
was  left  in  his  body,  lay  in  that  posture  till  he 
had  intelligence  that  his  troops  had  obtained  the 
victory,  and  then  permitted  it  to  be  drawn  out; 
at  which  instant  he. expressed  himself  in   this 
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manner:  *  This  is  not  the  end  of  my  life,  my  fel- 
low-soldiers; it  is  now  yonr  Epaminondas  is 
born,  who  dies  in  so  much  glory.* 

It  were  an.  endless  labour  to  collect  the  ac^ 
counts  with  which  all  ages  have  filled  the  world 
of  noble  and  heroic  minds  that  have  resigned  this 
being,  as  if  the  termination  of  life  were  but  an 
ordinary  occurrence  of  it. 

This  common-place  way  of  thinking  I  fell  into 
from  an  awkward  endeavour  to  throw  off  a  real 
and  fresh  affliction,  by  turning  over  books  in  a 
melancholy  mood;  b\it  it  is  not  easy  to  remove 

friefs  which  touch  the  heart,  by  applying  reme- 
ies  which  only  entertain  the  imagmation.  As 
therefore  this  paper  is  to  consist  of  any  thing 
which  concerns  human  life,  I  can  not  help  let- 
ting the. present  subject  regard  what  has  been  the 
last  object  of  my  eyes,  though  an  enlertamment 
of  sorrow. 

I  went  this  evening  to  visit  a  frietid,  with  a 
design  to  rally  him  upon  a  story  I  had  heard  of 
his  intending  to  steal  a  marriage  without  the 
privity  of  us  his  intimate  friends  and  acquaint- 
ance. *  I  came  into  his  apartment  with  that  in- 
timacy which  I  have  done  for  very  many  years, 
and  walked  directly  into  his  bed-chamber,  where 
I  found  my  friend  in  the  agonies  of  death.  What 
could  I  do?  The  innocent  mirth  in  my  thoughts 
struck  upon  me  like  the  most  flagitious  wicked- 
ness; 1  in  vain  called  upon  him;  he  was  sense- 
less, and  too  far  spent  to  have  the  least  know- 

•  The  name  of  his  friend  here,  so  pathetically  lamented, 
was  Stephen  Clay,  a  barrister.  There  are  two  poems  of  his 
in  Steele's  correspondence,  vol.  2.  p.  315. 

Vol.  IU.— 9 
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ledse  of  my  sorrow,  or  any  pain  in  himself.  Give 
me  leave  then  to  transcribe  my  soliloquy,  as  1 
stood  by  his  mother,  dumb  with  the  weight  of 
grief  for  a  son  who  was  her  honouc  and  her  com- 
K)rt,  and  never  till  that  hour  since  his  birth,  had 
been  an  occasion  of  a  moment's  sorrow  to  her. 

*  How  surprising  is  this  change!  from  the  pos- 
session of  vigorousiifeand  strength,  to  be  reduced 
in  a  few  hours  to  this  fatal  extremity!  Those 
lips,  which  look  sO  pale  and  livid,  within  these 
few  days  gave  delight  to  all  who  heard  their  ut- 
terance; it  was  the  business,  the  purpose  of  his 
being,  next  to  obeying  Him  to  whom  he  is  gone, 
to  please  and  instruct,  and  that  for  no  other  end 
but  to  please  and  instruct.  Kindness  was  the 
motive  of  his  actions;  and  with  all  the  capacity 
requisite  for  making  a  figure  in  a  contentious 
world;  moderation,  good-nature,  affability,  tem- 
perance and  chastity,  were  the  arts  of  his  excel- 
lent life.  There,  as  he  lies  in  helpless  agony, 
no  wise  man  who  knew  him  so  well  as  1,  but 
would  resign  all  the  world  can  bestow  to  be  so 
near  the  end  of  such  a  life.  Why  does  my  heart 
80  little  obey  my  reason  as  to  lament  thee,  thou 
excellent  man! — Heaven  receive  him  or  restore 
him ! — Thy  beloved  mother,  thy  obliged  friends, 
thy  helpless  servants,  stand  around  thee  without 
distinction.  How  much  wouldst  thou,  hadst 
thou  thy  senses,  say  to  each  of  us! 

*  But  now  that  good  heart  bursts,  and  he  is  at 
rest — ^With  that  breath  expired  a  soul  who  never 
indulged  a  passion  unfit  for  the  place  he  is  gone 
to.  Where  are  now  thy  plans  of  justice,  of  truth, 
of  honour?  Of  what  use  the  volumes  thou  hast 
collated^  the  arguments  thou  hast  invented,  the 
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examples  thou  hast  followed?  Poor  were  the  ex- 
pectations of  the  studious,  the  modest,  and  the 
food,  if  the  reward  of  their  labours  were  only  to 
e  expected  from  man.  No,  my  friend,  thy  in- 
tended pleadings,  thy  intended  good  offices  to 
thy  friends,  thy  intended  services  to  thy  coun- 
try, are  already  performed,  as  to  thy  concern  in 
them,  in  His  sight,  before  whom  tne  past,  pre- 
sent, and  future,  appear  at  one  view.  "While 
others  with  thy  talents  were  tormented  with  am- 
bition, with  vain-glory,  with  envy,  with  emula- 
tion, how  well  didst  thou  turn  thy  mind  to  its 
own  improvement  in  things  out  of  the  power  of 
fortune;  in  probity,  in  integrity,  in  the  practice 
and  study  of  justice!  How  silent  thy  passage, 
how  private  thy  journey,  how  glorious  tny  end ! 
"  Many  have  I  known  more  famous,  some  more 
knowing,  not  one  so  innocent."  ' 

STEELE.  R. 


-d-GSe-o- 
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■Opiferque  per  orbem 


Dieor Ovid.  Met  1.  1.  v.  521. 

And  am  the  great  physician  call*d  below.   Drtosit. 

During  my  absence  in  the  country,  several 
packets  have  been  left  for  me,  which  were  not 
forwarded  to  me,  because  I  was  expected  every 
day  in  town.  The  author  of  the  following  letter, 
dated  from  Tower-hill,  having  sometimes  been 
entertained  with  some  learned  gentlemen  in  plush 
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doublets,*  who  have  vended  their  wares  from  a 
stage  in  that  place,  has  pleasantly  enough  ad- 
dressed to  me,  as  no  less  a  sage  in  morality,  than 
those  are  in  physic.  To  comply  with  his  kind 
o'nclination  to  make  nij  cures  famous,  1  shall  give 
you  his  testimonial  of  my  great  abilities  at  large 
in  his  own  words. 

*  SIR,  Tower-hill,  July  5, 1711. 

*Your  saying  the  other  day  there  is  some- 
thins  wonderful  in  the  narrowness  of  those  minds 
which  can  be  pleased,  and  be  barren  of  bounty  to 
those  who  please  them,  (see  No.  107)  makes  me 
in  pain  that  1  am  not  a  man  of  power.  If  I  were, 
you  should  soon  see  how  mucn  1  approve  your 
speculations.  In  the  mean  time,  1  oeg  leave  to 
supply  that  inability  with  the  empty  tribute  of 
an  nonest  mind,  by  tellins  you  plainly  I  love 
and  thank  you  for  your  oaily  retreshments.  I 
constantly  peruse  your  paper  as  I  smoke  my 
morning's  pipe  (though  I  can  not  forbear  readinjg 
the  motto  oefore  1  fin  and  light,)  and  really  it 
gives  a  grateful  relish  to  every  whiff;  each  para- 
graph is  fraught  either  with  useful  or  delightful 
notions,  and  Inever  fail  of  being  highly  diverted 
or  improved.  The  variety  of  your  subjects  sur- 
prises me  as  much  as  a  box  of  pictures  did  for- 
merly, in  which  there  was  only  one  face,  that 
by  pulling  some  pieces  of  isinglass  over  it,  was 
cnanged  into  a  grave  senator  or  a  Merry- Andrew, 
a  patched  lady  or  a  nun,  a  beau  or  a  black-a-moory 
a  prude  or  a  coquette,  a  country  'squire  or  a  con- 
jurer, with  many  other  different  representationi, 

*  MeaniDgp  quack-doctors. 
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very  entertaining  (as  yon  are,)  thoudi  still  the 
same  at  the  bottom.  This  was  a  childish  amuse- 
ment  when  I  was  carried  away  with  outward 
appearances;  but  you  make  a  deeper  impression, 
and  affect  the  secret  springs  of  the  mind;  you 
charm  the  fancy,  sooth  the  passions,  and  insensi- 
bly lead  the  reader  to  that  sweetness  of  temper 
that  yon  so  well  describe;  you  rouse  generosity 
with  that  spirit,  and  inculcate  humanity  with 
tiiat  ease,  that  he  must  be  miserably  stu^d  that 
is  not  affiscted  by  you.  1  can  not  say,  mdeed, 
that  you  have  put  impertinence  to  silence,  or 
vanity  out  of  countenance;  but  methinks  you 
haye  bid  as  fair  for  it  as  any  man  that  ever  ap- 
peared upon  a  public  stage;  and  offer  an  infallible 
cure  of  Tiee  ana  iblly,  for  the  price  of  one  penny. 
And  since  it  is  usual  for  those  who  receive  bene- 
fit by  such  famous  operators,  to  publish  an  adver- 
tisement, that  others  may  reap  the  same  advan- 
tage, 1  think  myself  oUiced  to  declare  to  all  the 
world,  that  having  for  a  fonjg  time  been  splentic, 
iU-natured,  froward,  suspicious,  and  unsociaUe, 
by  the  application  of  your  medicines  taken  only 
with  haU  an  ounce  of  ririit  Virginia  tobacco,  for 
six  successive  mornings,!  am  become  open,  oblig- 
ing, officious,  frank,  and  hospitable. 

*  I  am,  your  humble  servant, 

*  And  great  admirer, 

*  George  Trusty.* 

"Hie  earefol  father  and  humble  petitioner  here- 
after-mentioned, who  are  under  difficulties  about 
the  just  management  of  &nSy  will  soon  reeetve 
poper  advertiaements  rdating  to  the  professon 
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in  that  behalf,  with  their  places  of  abode,  and 
methods  of  teaching. 

*  SIR,  July  the  5thf  1711. 

*  In  your  Spectator  of  June  the  7th,  you  tran- 
scribe a  letter  sent  to  you  from  a  new  sort  of  mus- 
ter-master, who  teaches  ladies  the  whole  exercise 
of  the  fan.  I  have  a  daughter  just  come  to  town, 
who,  though  she  has  always  held  a  fan  in  her 
hand  at  proper  times,  yet  she  knows  no  more 
how  to  use  It  according  to  true  discipline,  than  an 
awkward  school-boy  does  to  make  use  of  his  new 
sword.  1  have  sent  for  her  on  purpose  to  learn 
the  exercise,  she  being  already  very  well  accom- 
plished in  all  other  arts  which  are  necessary  for 
a  young  lady  to  understand.  My  request  is  that 
you  will  speak  to  your  correspondent  on  my  be- 
half, and,  m  your  next  paper,  let  me  know  what 
he  expects  either  by  the  month  or  quarter,  for 
teaching;  and  where  he  keeps  his  place  of  ren- 
dezvous. 1  have  a  son  too,  whom  1  would  fain 
have  taught  to  gallant  fans;  and  should  be  glad 
to  know  what  the  gentleman  will  have  for  teach- 
ing them  both,  1  finding  fans  for  practice  at  my 
own  expense.  This  information  will  in  the  highest 
manner  oblige,  sir, 

'  Your  most  humble  servant, 

*  William  Wiseacre.  ' 

*  As  soon  as  my  son  is  perfect  in  this  art  (which 
1  hope  will  be  in  a  year's  time,  for  the  boy  is 
pretty  apt,)  1  design  he  shall  learn  to  ride  the 
great  horse  (although  he  is  not  yet  above  twenty 
years  old,)  if  his  mother,  whose  darling  he  is, 
ir/77  renture  him.* 
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TO  THE  SPECTATOR. 

*  The  humble  petition  of  Benjamin  Easy^  gent, 

<  Showeth, 

*  That  it  was  your  petitioner's  misfortune  to 
walk  to  Hackney  church  last  Sunday,  where,  to 
his  great  amazement,  he  met  with  a  soldier  of 
your  own  training,  she  furls  a  fan,  recovers  a 
fan,  and  goes  through  the  whole  exercise  of  it  to 
admiration.  This  well-managed  ofl&cer  of  yours 
has,  to  my  knowledge,  been  the  ruin  of  above 
five  young  gentlemen  besides  myself,  and  still 
goes  on  laying  waste  wheresoever  she  comes, 
whereby  the  whole  village  is  in  great  danger. 
Our  humble  request  is,  therefore,  that  this  bold 
Amazon  be  oraered  immediately  to  lay  down 
her  arms,  or  that  you  would  issue  forth  an  order, 
that  we  who  have  been  thus  injured  may  meet 
at  the  place  of  general  rendezvous,  and  there  be 
taught  to  manage  our  snuff-boxes  in  such  manner 
as  we  may  be  an  equal  match  for  her; 

*  And  your  petitioner  shall  ever  pray,  &c. ' 

STEELE.  R* 
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Eat  breviiate  cptts,  ut  currat  sententia.    Hob.  Sat. 
Express  your  sentiments  with  brevity. 

I  HAVE  somewhere  read  of  an  eminent  person, 
who  used  in  his  private  offices  of  devotion  to  give 
thanks  to  heaven  that  he  was  born  a  Frenchman; 
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for  my  own  part  I  look  upon  it  as  a  peculiar  bless- 
ing that  I  was  born  an  Englishman.  Among  ma- 
ny other  reasons,  I  think  myself  very  happy  in 
my  country,  as  the  language  of  it  is  wonderful- 
ly adapted  to  a  man  who  is  sparing  of  his  words, 
and  an  enemy  to  loquacity. 

As  I  have  frequently  reflected  on  my  good  for- 
tune in  this  particular,  I  shall  communicate  to 
the  public  my  speculations  upon  the  English 
tongue,  not  doubting  but  they  wuU  be  acceptable 
to  all  nvv  curious  readers. 

The  English  delight  in  silence  more  than  any 
other  European  nation,  if  the  remarks  which  are 
made  on  us  by  foreigners  are  true.  Our  discourse 
is  not  kept  up  in  conversation,  but  falls  into  more 
pauses  and  intervals  than  in  our  neighbouring 
countries:  as  it  is  observed,  that  the  matter  of  our 
writings  is  thrown  much  closer  together,  and  lies 
in  a  narrower  compass,  than  is  usual  in  the  works 
of  foreign  authors:  for,  to  favour  our  natural  taci- 
turnity, when  we  are  obliged  to  utter  our  thoughts, 
we  do  it  in  the  shortest  way  we  are  able,  and 

five  as  quick  a  birth  to  our  conceptions  as  possi- 
le. 

This  humour  shows  itself  in  several  remarks 
that  we  may  make  upon  the  English  language. 
As,  first  of  all,  by  its  abounding  in  monosyllables, 
which  gives  us  an  opportunity  of  delivering  our 
thoughts  in  few  sounds.  This  indeed  takes  off 
from  the  elegance  of  our  tongue,  but  at  the  same 
time  expresses  our  ideas  in  the  readiest  manner, 
and  consequently  answers  the  first  design  of 
speech  better  than  the  multitudeof  syllables  which 
make  the  words  of  other  languages  more  tuneable 
and  sonorous.    The  sounds  of  our  English  words 
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are  commonly  like  those  of  strins  music,  short 
and  transient,  which  rise  and  perish  upon  a  single 
touch;  those  of  other  languages  are  lite  the  notes 
of  wind  instruments,  sweet  and  swelling,  and 
lengthened  out  into  variety  of  modulation. 

In  the  next  place  we  may  may  observe,  that 
where  the  words  are  not  monosvllables,  we  often 
make  them  so,  as  much  as  lies  in  our  power,  by 
our  rapidity  of  pronunciation ;  as  it  generally  hap- 
pens in  most  of  our  long  words  which  are  derived 
from  the  Latin,  where  we  contract  the  length 
of  the  syllables  that  gives  them  a  grave  and  so- 
lemn air  in  their  own  language,  to  make  them 
more  proper  for  dispatch,  and  more  conformable 
to  the  genius  of  our  tongue.  This  we  may  find 
in  a  multitude  of  words,  as  liberty j  conspiracy^ 
theatre^  orator^  &c. 

The  same  natural  aversion  to  loquacity  has  of 
late  years  made  a  very  considerable  alteration  in 
our  language,  by  closmg  in  one  syllable  the  ter- 
mination of  our  praeterperfect  tense,  as  in  the 
words  drotvn^d^  waWdj  arriv^dj  for  drownedj 
walked^  arrived^  which  has  very  much  disfigured 
the  tongue  and  turned  a  tenth  part  of  our  smooth- 
est words,  into  so  many  clusters  of  consonants. 
This  is  the  more  remarkable,  because  the  want 
of  vowels  in  our  language  has  been  the  general 
complaint  of  our  politest  authors,  who  neverthe- 
less are  the  men  that  have  made  these  retrench- 
ments, and  consequently  very  much  increased 
our  former  scarcity. 

This  reflection  on  the  words  that  end  in  erf,  1 
have  heard  in  conversation  from  one  of  the  great- 
est geniuses  this  age  has  produced.*     1  think  we 

•  Dean  Swift 
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may  add  to  the  foregoing  observations,  the  chan^ 
tvhich  has  happened  in  our  language  by  the  ab- 
breviation of  several  words  that  are  terminated 
in  ethj  by  substituting  an  s  in  the  room  of  the  last 
syllable,  as  in  drowns^  walks,  arriveSy  and  in- 
numerable other  words,  which  in  the  pronuncia- 
tion of  our  forefathers,  were  drowneth,  walkethy 
arriveth.  This  has  wonderfully  multiplied  a  let- 
ter which  was  before  too  frequent  in  the  English 
tongue,  and  added  to  that  hissing  in  our  language, 
which  is  taken  so  much  notice  of  by  foreigners; 
but  at  the  same  time  humours  our  taciturnity,  and 
eases  us  of  many  superfluous  syllables. 

1  might  here  observe,  that  the  same  single  let- 
ter on  many  occasions  does  the  office  of  a  whole 
word,  and  represents  the  his  and  her  of  our  fore- 
fathers. There  is  no  doubt  but  the  ear  of  a  for- 
eigner, which  is  the  best  judge  in  this  case, 
would  very  much  disapprove  of  such  innovations, 
which  indeed  we  do  ourselves  in  some  measure, 
by  retaining  the  old  termination  in  writing,  and 
in  all  the  solemn  offices  of  our  religion. 

As  in  the  instances  I  have  given,  we  have  epi- 
tomized many  of  our  particular  words  to  the  ue- 
triment  of  our  tongue,  so  on  other  occasions  we 
have  drawn  two  words  into  one,  which  has  like- 
wise very  much  untuned  our  language,  and  clog- 
ged it  with  consonants,  as  mayn^t,  can^t,shan'fy 
won^t,  and  the  like,  for  mai/  not^  can  not,  shall 
not,  will  not,  &c. 

It  is  perhaps  this  humour  of  speaking  no  more 
than  we  needs  must,  which  has  so  miserably  cur- 
tailed some  of  our  words,  that,  in  familiar  writ- 
mgs  and  conversations,  they  often  lose  all  but 
their  first  syllables,  as  in  mob.  rep,  pos,  incog. 
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and  the  like;  and  as  all  ridiculous  words  make 
their  first  entry  into  a  language  by  familiar 
phrases,  I  dare  not  answer  for  these,  that  they  will 
not  in  time  be  looked  upon  as  a  part  of  our  tongue. 
We  see  some  of  our  poets  have  been  so  indiscreet 
as  to  imitate  Hudibras's  doggerel  expressions  in 
their  serious  compositions,  oy  throwing  out  the 
signs  of  our  substantive,  which  are  essential  to 
the  English  language.  Nay,  this  humour  of 
shortening  our  language  had  once  run  so  far,  that 
some  of  our  celebrated  authors,  among  whom  we 
may  reckon  Sir  Roger  I'Estrange  in  particular, 
began  to  prune  their  words  of  all  superfluous  let- 
ters, as  they  termed  them,  in  order  to  adjust  the 
spelling  to  the  pronunciation;  which  would  have 
confounded  all  our  etymologies,  and  have  quite 
destroyed  our  tongue. 

We  may  here  likewise  observe,  that  our  proper 
names,  when  familiarized  in  English,  generally 
dwindle  to  monosyllables;  whereas  in  other  mod- 
ern languages  they  receive  a  softer  turn  on  this 
occasion  by  the  addition  of  a  new  syllable;  Nick 
in  Italian  is  Nicolini;  Jack  in  French  Janot; 
and  so  on  of  the  rest. 

There  is  another  particular  in  our  language 
which  is  a  great  instance  of  our  frugality  of 
words,  and  that  is  the  suppressing  of  several  par- 
ticles, which  must  be  produced  in  other  tongues 
to  make  a  sentence  intelligible;  this  often  per- 
plexes the  best  writers,  when  they  find  the  rela- 
tives whom  J  which,  or  thai/,  at  their  mercy, 
whether  they  may  have  admission  or  not;  and 
will  never  be  decided  till  we  have  something 
like  an  academy,  that  by  the  best  authorities  and 
rules,  drawn  from  the  analogy  of  languages,  shall 


140  THE  SPECTATOR.  No.   136. 

settle  all  controversies  between  grammar  and 
idiom. 

I  have  only  considered  our  language  as  it 
shows  the  genius  and  natural  teniper  of  the  En- 
glish, which  is  modest,  thoughtful  and  sincere; 
and  which  perhaps  may  recommend  the  people 
though  it  has  spoiled  the  tongue.  We  might 
perhaps  carry  the  same  thought  into  other  lan- 
guages, and  deduce  a  great  part  of  what  is  pecu- 
fiar  to  them  from  the  genius  of  the  people  who 
speak  them.  It  is  certain  the  light  talkative  hu- 
mour of  the  French  has  not  a  little  infected  their 
*  tongue,  which  might  be  shown  by  many  instances, 
as  the  genius  of  the  Italians,  which  is  so  much 
addicted  to  music  and  ceremony,  has  moulded 
all  their  words  and  phrases  to  those  particular 
uses.  The  stateliness  and  gravity  of  tne  Span- 
iard shows  itself  to  perfection  in  the  solemnity  of 
their  language;  ana  the  blunt  honest  humour  of 
the  German  sounds  better  in  the  roughness  of  the 
High-Dutch  than  it  wpuld  in  a  politer  tongue. 

ADDISON.  C. 
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^—Parthis  mendador Hon.  Ep. 

A  greater  liar  Parthia  never  bred. 

According  to  the  reauest  of  this  strange  fel- 
low, I  shall  print  the  following  letter. 

*MR.  SPECTATOR, 

*  I  shall,  without  any  manner  of  preface  or  apo- 
logy, acquaint  you,  that  1  am,  and  ever  have  been, 
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from  my  youth  upward,  one  of  the  greatest  liar» 
this  island  has  produced.  I  have  read  all  the 
moralists  upon  the  subject,  but  could  never  find 
any  effect  their  discourses  had  upon  me,  but  to 
add  to  my  misfortune  by  new  thoughts  and  ideas, 
and  making  me  more  ready  in  my  language,  and 
capable  of  sometimes  mixing  seeming  truths  with 
my  improbabilities.  With  this  strong  passion 
towards  falsehood  in  this  kind,  there  does  not 
live  an  honester  man  or  a  sincerer  friend;  but  my 
imagination  runs  away  with  me,  and  whatever 
is  started  I  have  such  a  scene  of  adventures  ap- 
pear in  an  instant  before  me,  that  1  can  not  help 
uttering  them,  though  to  my  immediate  confu- 
sion, I  can  not  but  know  I  am  liable  to  be  detect- 
ed by  the  first  man  I  meet. 

*  Upon  occasion  of  the  mention  of  the  battle  of 
Pultowa,  I  could  not  forbear  giving  an  account  of 
a  kinsman  of  mine,  a  young  merchant  who  was 
bred  at  Moscow,  that  had  too  much  mettle  to  at- 
tend books  of  entries  and  accounts,  when  there 
was  so  active  a  scene  in  the  country  where  he 
resided,  and  followed  the  Czar  as  a  volunteer: 
this  warm  youth,  born  at  the  instant  the  thing 
was  spoken  of,  was  the  man  who  unhorsed  the 
Swedish  general,  he  was  the  occasion  that  the 
Muscovites  kept  their  fire  in  so  soldier-like  a 
manner,  and  brought  up  those  troops  which  were 
covered  from  the  enemy  at  the  beginning  of  the 
day;  besides  this,  he  had  at  least  the  good  fortune 
to  be  the  man  who  took  Count  Piper.*  With 
all  this  fire  I  knew  my  cousin  to  be  the  civilest 
creature  in  the  world.     He  never  made  any  im- 

*  He  was  prime  minister  of  ChaHes  XII. 


142  THE  SPECTATOR.  No.  135. 

pertinent  show  of  his  valour,  and  then  he  had  an 
excellent  genius  for  the  world  in  every  other 
kind.  1  had  letters  from  him  (here  I  felt  in  my 
pockets)  that  exactly  spoke  the  Czar's  character, 
which  I  knew  perfectly  well:  and  I  could  not 
forbear  concludmg,  that  1  lay  with  his  imperial 
majesty  twice  or  tnrice  a-week  all  the  while  he 
lodged  at  Deptford.  What  is  worse  than  all  this, 
it  is  impossiole  to  speak  to  me  but  you  give  me 
some  occasion  of  coming  out  with  one  lie  or 
other,  that  has  neither  wit,  humour,  prospect  of 
interest,  or  any  other  motive  that  1  can  think  of 
in  nature.  The  other  day,  when  one  was  com- 
mending an  eminent  ana  learned  divine,  what 
occasion  in  the  world  had  1  to  say,  methinks  he 
would  lodk  more  venerable  if  he  were  not  so  fair 
a  man?  1  remember  the  company  smiled.  I  have 
seen  the  gentleman  since,  and  he  is  coal  black.  I 
have  intimations  every 'day  in  my  life  that  nobo- 
dy believes  me,  yet  I  am  never  the  better.  I  was 
saying  something  the  other  day  to  an  old  friend 
at  WilPs  coflfee-house,  and  he 'made  me  no  man- 
ner of  answer;  but  told  me  that  an  acquaintance 
of  Tully  the  orator  having  two  or  three  times 
together  said  to  him,  without  receiving  any  an- 
swer, that  upon  his  honour  he  was  but  that  very 
month  forty  years  of  age;  Tully  answered.  Sure- 
ly you  think  me  the  most  incredulous  man  in  the 
world,  if  I  do  not  believe  what  you  have  told  me 
every  day  these  ten  years.  The  mischief  of  it  is, 
1  find  myself  wonderfully  inclined  to  have  been 
present  at  every  occurrence  that  is  spoken  of  be- 
fore me:  this  has  led  me  into  many  inconveni- 
ences; but  indeed  they  have  been  the  fewer,  be- 
cause I  am  no  ill-natured  man,  and  never  speak 
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things  to  any  man's  disadvantage.  I  never  di- 
rectly defame,  but  I  do  what  is  as  bad  in  the 
consequence,  for  I  have  often  made  a  man  say 
such  and  such  a  lively  expression,  who  was  born 
a  mere  elder  brother.  When  one  has  said  in  my 
hearing,  such  a  on€  is  no  wiser  than  he  should 
be,  I  immediately  have  replied,  now  faith  I  can 
not  see  that,  he  said  a  very  good  thing  to  my  lord 
such-a-one  upon  such  an  occasion,  and  the  likei 
Such  an  honest  dolt  as  this  has  been  watched  in 
every  expression  he  uttered,  upon  my  recommen- 
dation of  him,  and  consequently  been  subjected  to 
the  more  ridicule.  1  once  endeavoured  to  cure 
myself  of  this  impertinent  quality,  and  resolved 
toehold  my  tongue  for  seven  days  together.  I  did 
so,  but  then  I  had  so  many  winks  andun  necessary 
distortions  of  my  face  upon  what  any  body  else 
said,  that  I  found  I  only  forbore  the  expression, 
and  that  1  still  lied  in  my  heart  to  every  man  1 
met  with.  You  are  to  know  one  thing  (which  1 
believe  you  will  say  is  apity,  considering  the  use 
I  should,  have  made  of  it,)  1  never  travelled  in 
my  life;  but  I  do  not  know  whether  I  could  have 
spoken  of  any  foreign  country  with  more  fami- 
liarity than  I  do  at  present,  in  company  who  are 
strangers  to  me.  I  have  cursed  the  inns  in  Ger- 
many; commended  the  brothels  at  Venice;  the 
freedom  of  conversation  in  France;  and  though  I 
was  never  out  of  this  dear  town  and  fifty  miles 
about  it,  have  been  three  nights  together  dogged 
by  bravoes  for  an  intrigue  with  a  cardinal's  mis- 
tress at  Rome. 

It  were  endless  to  give  you  particulars  of  this 
kind;  but  I  can  assure  you,  Mr,  Spectator,  there 
are  about  twenty  or  thirty  of  us  in  this  town;  I 
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mean  by  this  town  the  cities  of  London  and 
Westminster;  1  say  there  afe  in  town  a  sufficient 
number  of  us  to  make  a  society  among  ourselves: 
and  since  we  can  not  be  believed  any  langer,  1 
beg  of  you  to  print  this  my  letter,  that  we  may 
meet  together,  and  be  under  such  regulation  as 
there  may  be  no  occasion  for  belief  or  confidence 
among  us.  If  you  think  fit  we  might  be  called 
the  historians^  for  liar  is  become  a  very  harsh 
word.  And  that  a  member  of  the  society  may 
not  hereafter  be  ill  received  b^  the  rest  of  the 
world,  1  desire  yon  would  explam  a  little  this  sort 
of  men,  and  not  let  us  historians  be  ranked  as 
we  are  in  the  imaginations  of  ordinary  people, 
among  common  iiars,  make-bates,  impostors, 
and  incendiaries.  For  your  instruction  herein, 
you  are  to  know  that  a  historian  in  conversation 
is  only  a  person  of  so  pregnant  a  fancy,  that  he 
can  not  be  contented  with  ordinary  occurrences. 
1  know  a  man  of  Quality  of  our  order,  who  is  of 
the  wrong. side  ol  forty-three,  and  has  been  of 
that  age,  according  to  Tully's  jest,  for  some  years 
since,  whose  vein  is  upon  the  romantic.  Give 
him  the  least  occasion,  and  he  will  tell  you  some- 
thing so  very  particular  that  happened  in  such  a 
}^ar,  and  in  such  a  company,  where  by  the  by 
was  present  such  a  one,  who  was  afterwards  made 
such  a  thing.  Out  of  all  these  circumstances,  in 
the  best  language  in  the  world,  he  will  join  to- 
gether, with  soen  probable  incidents,  an  account, 
that  shows  a  person  of  the  deepest  |>enetration, 
the  honestest  mind,  and  withal  something  so  hum- 
ble, when  he  speaks  of  himself^  that  you  would  ad- 
mire. Dear  sir,  wh3r  should  thii  be  lying?  there 
i^i^othingsouisftructive.  Uelias  mthal  ^e  grarv- 


No.  136.  THE  SPECTATOR.  145 

est  aspect,  something  so  very  venerable  and  great . 
Another  of  these  historians  is  a  young  man  whom 
we  would  take  in,  though  he  extremely  wants 

f)arts:  as  people  send  children,  (before  they  can 
earn  any  thing)  to  school  to  keep  them  out  of 
harm's  way.  He  tells  things  which  have  nothing 
at  all  in  them,  and  can  neither  please  nor  dis- 
please, but  merely  take  up  your  time  to  no  man- 
ner of  purpose,  no  manner  of  delight;  but  he  is 
good  natured,  and  does  it  because  he  loves  to  be 
saying  something  to  you  and  entertain  you. 

^  I  could  name  you  a  soldier  that  has  done  very 
great  things  without  slaughter;  he  is  prodigiously 
dull  and  slow  of  head,  but  what  he  can  say  is  for 
ever  false,  so  that  we  must  have  him. 

*  Give  me  leave  to  tell  you  of  one  more  who  is 
a  lover;  he  is  the  most  aflSicted  creature  in  the 
world,  lest  what  happened  between  him  and  a 

freat  beauty  should  ever  be  known.  Yet  again, 
e  comforts  himself,  "  Hang  the  jade  her  woman. 
If  money  can  keep  the  slut  trusty,  1  will  do  it, 
though  1  mortgage  every  acre:  Anthony  and 
Cleopatra  for  that;  all  for  love,  and  the  world 
well  lost." 

*  Then,  Sir,  there  is  my  little  merchant,  honest 
Indigo  of  the  'Change:  there  is  my  man  for  loss 
and  gain;  there  is  tare  and  tret;  there  is  lying  all 
round  the  globe.  He  has  such  a  prodigious  in- 
telligence, he  knows  all  the  French  are  doing, 
and  what  we  intend,  or  ought  to  intend,  and  has 
it  from  such  hands. — ^But,  alas,  whither  am  I 
••unning!  While  1  complain,  while  1  remonstrate 
to  you,  even  all  this  is  a  lie,  and  there  is  not  one 
such  person  of  quality,  lover,  soldier,  or  mer- 
chant, as  I  have  now  described,  in  the  whole 

Vol.  III.— 10 
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world,  that  I  know  of.  But  1  will  catch  myself 
once  in  my  life,  and  in  spite  of  nature  speak  one 
truth,  to  wit,  that  1  am, 

*  Your  humble  servant,  &c. 

STEELE.  T. 


-(i-9©©-e- 
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At  hsBC  etiam  servis  semper  Uhera  faerunU  timerenti  gaude- 
rentj  dokrent,  suopotius  qtiamiiltetius  arbitrio. 

TuLL.  Efist. 

Even  slaves  Were  always  at  liberty  to  fear,  rejoice,  and 
grieve,  at  their  own  I'ather  than  another's  pleasure. 

It  is  no  small  concern  to  me,  that  1  find  so 
many  complaints  frofti  that  part  of  mankind 
whose  portion  it  is  to  life  in  servitude,  that  those 
whom  they  depend  upon  will  not  allow  them  to 
be  even  as  happy  as  their  condition  will  admit 
of.  There  are,  as  these  unhappy  correspondents 
inform  me,  masters  who  are  oSended  at  a  cheer- 
ful countenance,  and  think  a  servant  is  broke 
loose  from  them,  if  he  does  not  preserve  the  ut- 
most awe  in  their  presence.  There  is  one  who 
savs,  if  he  looks  satisfied,  his  master  asks  him 
what  makes  him  so  pert  this  n>orning?  If  a  little 
sour,  hark  you,  sirrah,  are  you  not  paid  your 
wages?  The  poor  creatures  live  in  the  most  ex- 
treme misery  together;  the  master  knows  not 
how  to  preserve  respect,  nor  the  servant  how  to 
give  it.  It  seems  this  person  is  of  so  sullen  a  na- 
ture, that  he  knows  but  little  satisfaction  in  the 
midst  of  a  plentiful  fortune,  and  secretly  frets  to 
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»ee  any  appearance  of  content  in  one  that  live* 
upon  tne  nundredth  part  of  his  income,  while  he 
is  unhappy  in  the  possession  of  the  whole.  Un- 
easy persons,  who  can  not  possess  their  own 
minds,  vent  their  spleen  upon  all  who  depend 
upon  them,  which  I  think  is  expressed  in  a  live- 
ly manner  in  the  following  letters: 

<  SIR,  August  2,  1711. 

*  I  have  read  your  Spectator  of  the  third  of  the 
last  month,  and  wish  I  had  the  happiness  of  be- 
ing preferred  to  serve  so  good  a  master  as  Sir 
Roger.  The  character  of  my  master  is  the  very 
reverse  of  that  good  and  gentle  Knight's.  All 
his  directions  are  given  and  his  mind  revealed  by 
way  of  contraries;  as  when  any  thing  is  to  be  re- 
membered, with  a  peculiar  cast  of  face,  he  cries, 
"  Be  sure  to  forget  now."  If  I  am  to  make  haste 
back,  '<  Do  not  come  these  two  hours;  be  sure  to 
call  by  the  way  on  some  of  your  companions." 
Then  another  excellent  way  of  his  is,  if  he  sets 
me  any  thing  to  do,  which  he  knows  must  ne- 
cessarily take  up  half  a  day,  he  calls  ten  times  in 
a  quarter  of  an  hour  to  know  whether  1  have 
done  yet.  This  is  his  manner;  and  the  same  per- 
verseness  runs  through  all  his  actions,  according 
as  the  circumstances  vary.  Besides  all  this,  he 
is  so  suspicious,  that  he  submits  himself  to  the 
drudgery  of  a  spy;  he  is  as  unhappy  himself  as 
he  makes  his  servants:  he  is  constantly  watching 
us;  and  we  differ  no  more  in  pleasure  and  liberty 
than  as  a  jailer  and  a  prisoner.  He  lays  traps  for 
faults;  and  no  sooner  makes  a  discovery,  but  falls 
into  such  language,  as  I  am  more  ashamed  of  for 
coming  from  nim,  than  for  being  directed  to  me. 


148  THE  SPECTATOR.  No.  137. 

This,  sir,  is  a  short  sketch  of  a  master  1  have 
served  upwards  of  nine  years:  and  though  I  have 
never  wronged  him,  1  confess  my  despair  of  pleas- 
ing him  has  very  much  abated  my  endeavour  to 
do  it.  If  you  will  give  me  leave  to  steal  a  sen- 
tence out  of  my  master's  Clarendon,  1  shall  tell 
you  my  case  in  a  word,  *^  Being  used  worse  than 
I  deserved,  I  cared  less  to  deserve  well  than  1  had 
done."    1  am,  Sir, 

'  Your  humble  servant, 

< Ralph  Valet.' 

*  dear  mr.  specter, 

*  1  am  the  next  thing  to  a  lady's  woman,  and 
am  under  both  my  lady  and  her  woman.  I  am 
so  used  by  them  both,  that  1  should  be  very  dad 
to  see  them  in  the  Specter.  My  lady  herself  is 
of  no  mind  in  the  w^orld,  and  for  that  reason  her 
woman  is  of  twenty  minds  in  a  moment.  My 
lady  is  one  that  never  knows  what  to  do  with 
herself:  she  pulls  on  and  puts  oflf  every  thing  she 
wears  twenty  times  before  she  resolves  upon  it 
for  that  day.  I  stand  at  one  end  of  the  room,  and 
reach  things  to  her  woman.  When  my  lady  ask« 
for  a  thing,  1  hear,  and  have  half  brought  it, 
when  the  woman  meets  me  in  the  middle  of  the 
room  to  receive  it,  and  at  that  instant  she  says, 
No,  she  will  not  have  it.  Then  I  go  back,  and 
her  woman  comes  up  to  her,  and  by  this  time  she 
will  have  that,  and  two  or  three  tnings  more  in 
an  instant:  the  woman  and  1  run  to  each  other;  I 
am  loaded,  and  delivering  the  things  to  her,  when 
my  lady  says  she  wants  none  of  all  these  things, 
and  we  are  the  dullest  creatures  in  the  world,  and 
she  the  unhappiest  woman  living,  for  she  shall 
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not  be  dressed  in  any  time.  Thus  we  stand,  not 
knowing  what  to  do,  when  our  good  lady,  with 
all  the  patience  in  the  world,  tells  us,  as  plain  as 
she  can  speak,  that  she  will  have  temper  oecause 
we  have  no  manner  of  understanding;  and  begins 
again  to  dress,  and  see  if  we  can  find  out  of  our- 
selves  what  we  are  to  do.  When  she  is  dressed, 
she  goes  to  dinner,  and,  after  she  has  disliked 
every  thing  there,  she  calls  for  her  coach;  then 
commands  it  in  again;  and  then  she  will  not  go 
out  at  all,  and  then  will  go  too,  and  orders  the 
chariot  Now,  good  Mr.  Specter,  I  desire  vou 
would,  in  the  behalf  of  all  who  serve  froward  la- 
dies, give  out  in  your  paper,  that  nothing  can  be 
done  without  allowing  time  for  it,  and  tnat  one 
can  not  be  back  again  with  what  one  was  sent  for, 
if  one  is  called  back  before  one  can  go  a  step  for 
that  they  want.  And,  if  you  please,  let  them 
know  that  all  mistresses  are  as  like  as  all  servants. 

<  1  am  your  loving  friend, 

Patience  Giddy.' 

These  are  great  calamities;  butl  met  the  other 
day  in  the  Five-fields  towards  Chelsea,  a  pleasanter 
tyrant  than  either  of  the  above  represented.  A 
fat  fellow  was  passing  on  in  his  open  waistcoat;  a 
boy  of  fourteen  in  a  liv^ery,  carrying  after  him 
his  cloak,  upper  coat,  hat,  wig,  and  sword.  The 
poor  lad  was  ready  to  sink  with  the  weight,  and 
could  not  keep  up  with  his  master,  who  turned 
back  every  half  furlong,  and  wondered  what  made 
the  lazy  young  dog  lag  behind. 

There  is  something  very  unaccountable,  that 
people  can  not  put  themselves  in  the  condition  of 
the  persons  below  them,  when  they  consider  the 
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commands  they  give.  But  there  is  nothing  more 
common,  than  to  see  a  fellow  (who,  if  he  were 
reduced  to  it,  would  not  be  hired  by  any  man 
living;)  lament  that  he  is  troubled  witn  the  most 
worthless  dogs  in  nature. 

It  would,  perhaps,  be  running  too  far  out  of 
common  life  to  urge,  that  he  who  is  not  master 
of  himself  and  his  own  passions,  can  not  be  a  pro- 
per master  of  another.  Eauanimity  in  a  man^s 
own  words  and  actions  will  easily  diffuse  itself 
through  his  whole  family.  Pamphilio  has  the 
happiest  household  of  any  man  1  know,  and  that 
proceeds  from  the  humane  regard  he  has  to  them 
m  their  private  persons,  as  well  as  in  respect  that 
they  are  his  servants.  If  there  be  any  occasion, 
wherein  they  may  in  themselves  be  supposed  to 
be  unfit  to  attend  their  master's  concerns,  by  rea- 
son of  any  attention  to  their  own,  he  is  so  good 
as  to  place  himself  in  their  condition.  I  thought 
it  very  becoming  in  him,  when  at  dinner  the  other 
day  he  made  an  apology  for  want  of  more  attend- 
ants. He  said,  <  One  of  my  footmen  is  gone  to 
the  wedding  of  his  sister,  and  the  other  I  do  not 
expect  to  wait,  because  his  father  died  but  two 
days  ago.' 

STEELE.  T. 
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Uittur  in  re  rum  dubid  testibus  rum  necessariis.     Tull. 
He  uses  unnecessary  proofs  in  an  indisputable  point. 

One  meets  no^v  and  then  with  persons  who  are 
ex /remely  learned  and  knotty  in  expounding  clear 
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eases.  Tully  tells  us  of  an  author  that  spent 
some  pages  to  prove  that  generals  could  not  per- 
form the  great  enterprises  which  have  made  them 
so  illustrious,  if  they  had  not  had  men.  He  as- 
serted also,  it  seems,  that  a  minister  at  home,  no 
more  than  a  commander  abroad,  could  do  any 
thing  without  other  men  were  his  instruments 
and  assistants.  On  this  occasion  he  produces  the 
example  of  Themistocles,  Pericles,  Cyrus,  and 
Alexander  himself,  whom  he  denies  to  have  been 
capable  of  effecting  what  they  did,  except  they 
had  been  followed  by  others.  It  is  pleasant 
enough  to  see  such  persons  contend  without  op- 
ponents, and  triumph  without  victory. 

The  author  above  mentioned  by  tne  orator  is 
placed  for  ever  in  a  very  ridiculous  light;  and  we 
meet  every  day  in  conversation  such  as  deserve 
the  same  kind  of  renown,  for  troubling  those 
with  whom  they  converse  with  the  like  certain- 
ties. The  persons  that  1  have  always  thought  to 
deserve  the  highest  admiration  in  this  kind  are 
your  ordinary  story-tellers,  who  are  most  reli- 
giously careful  of  keeping  to  the  truth  in  every 
particular  circumstance  of  a  narration,  whether 
it  concern  thfe  main  end  or  not.  A  gentleman, 
whom  1  had  the  honour  to  be  in  company  with 
the  other  day,  upon  some  occasion  that  he  was 
pleased  to  take,  said  he  remembered  a  very  pret- 
ty repartee  made  by  a  very  witty  man  in  King 
Charles's  time  upon  the  like  occasion.  1  remem- 
ber (said  he,  upon  entering  into  the  tale,)  much 
about  the  time  of  Oates's  plot,  that  a  cousiur 

ferman  of  mine  and  I  were  at  the  Bear  in  Hol- 
orn:  No,  1  am  out,  it  was  at  the  Cross  Keys; 
but  Jack  Thomson  was  there,  for  he  was  very 
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great  with  the  gentleman  who  made  the  answer. 
Sut  I  am^  sure  it  was  spoken  somewhere  there- 
abouts, for  we  drank  a  bottle  in  that  neighbour- 
hood every  evening:  But  no  matter  for  all  that, 
the  thing  is  the  same;  but- 

He  was  going  on  to  settle  the  geography  of 
the  jest  when  I  left  the  room,  wondering  at  this 
odd  turn  of  head,  which  can  play  away  its  words 
with  uttering  nothing  to  the  purpose,  still  ob- 
serving its  own  impertinences,  ana  yet  proceed- 
ing in  them.  1  do  not  question  but  he  informed 
the  rest  of  his  audience,  who  had  more  patience 
than  1,  of  the  birth  and  parentage,  as  well  as  the 
collateral  alliances  of  his  family  who  made  the 
repartee,  and  of  him  who  provoked  him  to  it. 

It  is  no  small  misfortune  to  any  who  have  a 
just  value  for  their  time,  when  this  quality  of 
being  so  very  circumstantial,  and  careful  to  be 
exact,  happens  to  show  itself  in  a  man  whose 
quality  obliges  them  to  attend  his  proofs,  that  it 
is  now  day,  and  the  like.  But  this  is  augment- 
ed when  the  same  genius  gets  into  authoritj^,  as 
it  often  does.  Nay,  I  have  known  it  more  tlian 
once  ascend  the  very  pulpit.  One  of  this  sort 
taking  it  in  his  head  to  be  a  great  admirer  of  Dr. 
Tillotson  and  Dr.  Beveridge,  never  failed  of 
proving  out  of  these  great  authors,  things  which 
no  man  living  would  have  denied  him  upon  his 
own  single  authority.  One  day,  resolving  to 
come  to  tne  point  in  hand,  he  said,  ^  According  to 
that  excellent  divine,  1  will  enter  upon  the  mat- 
ter, or  in  his  words,  in  his  fifteenth  sermon  of  the 
folio  edition,  page  160. 

'  I  shall  briefly  explain  the  words,  arid  then 
consider  the  matter  contained  in  them,' 
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This  honest  gentleman  needed  not,  one  would 
Ihinky  strain  his  modesty  so  far  as  to  alter  his  de- 
sign of  ^entering  upon  the  matter,'  to  that  ^of 
briefly  explaining.'  But  so  it  was,  that  he  would 
not  even  be  contented  with  that  authority,  but 
added  also  the  other  divine  to  strengthen  his  me- 
thod, and  told  us,  with  the  pious  and  learned  Dr. 
Beveridge,  page  4th  of  his  9th  volume,  '^  I  shall 
endeavour  to  make  it  as  plain  as  I  can  from  the 
words  which  I  have  now  read;  wherein  for  that 
purpose  we  shall  consider — "  This  wiseacre  was 
reckoned  by  the  parish,  who  did  not  understand 
him,  a  most  excellent  preacher,  but  that  he  read 
too  much,  and  was  so  humble  that  he  did  not 
trust  enough  to  his  own  parts. 

Next  to  these  ingenious  gentlemen,  who  argue 
for  what  nobody  can  deny  them,  are  to  be  rank- 
ed a  sort  of  people  who  ao  not  indeed  attempt  to 
prove  insignificant  things,  but  are  ever  labouring 
to  raise  arguments  with  you  about  matters  you 
will  give  up  to  them  without  the  least  controver- 
sy. One  of  these  people  told  a  gentleman  who 
said  he  saw  Mr.  Such-a-one  go  this  morning  at 
nine  o'clock  towards  the  Gravel-pits,  *  Sir,  I  must 
beg  your  pardon  for  that,  for  though  1  am  very 
loth  to  have  any  dispute  with  you,  yet  I  must  take 
the  liberty  to  tell  you  it  was  nine  when  I  saw  him 
at  St.  James's.'  When  men  of  this  genius  are  pret- 
ty far  gone  in  learning,  they  will  put  you  to  prove 
that  snow  is  white,  and  wnen  you  are  upon  that 
topic,  can  say  that  there  is  really  no  such  thing 
as  colour  in  nature:  in  a  word,  they  can  turn  what 
little  knowledge  they  have  in  a  ready  capacity 
of  raising  doubts,  into  a  capacity  of  being  always 
frivolous  and  always  unansweraole.  It  was  of  two 
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« 

disputants  of  this  impertinent  and  laborious  kind 
that  the  Cynic  sai(^  ^  One  of  these  fellows  is 
milking  a  ram,  and  the  other  holds  the  pail.' 

ADVERTISEMENT. 

*  The  exercise  of  the  snuff-box,  according  to 
the  most  fashionable  airs  and  motions,  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  exercise  of  the  fan,  will  be  taught  with 
the  best  plain  or  perfumed  snuff,  at  Charles  Lil- 
lie's,  perfumer,  at  the  corner  of  Beaufort-build- 
ings in  the  Strand,  and  attendance  given  for  the 
benefit  of  young  merchants  about  the  exchange 
for  two  hours  every  day  at  noon,  except  Satur- 
days, at  a  toy-shop  near  Garraway's  cofiee-house. 
There  will  be  likewise  taught  the  ceremony  of 
thesnuff-boxy  or  rules  for  offering  snuff  to  a 
stranger,  a  friend,  or  a  mistress,  according  to  the 
degrees  of  familiarity  or  distance:  with  an  expla- 
nation of  the  careless,  the  scornful,  the  polite,  and 
the  surly  pinch,  and  the  gestures  proper  to  each 
of  them,* 

*  N.  B.  The  undertaker  does  not  question  but 
in  a  short  time  to  have  informed  a  body  of  regular 
snuff-boxes  ready  to  meet  and  make  head  against 
all  the  regiments  of  fans  which  have  been  lately 
disciplined,  and  are  now  in  motion.' 

STEELE.  T. 

*  This  advertisement  ia  said  to  have  brought  Lillie  into 
such  notice,  that  he  soon  raised  a  fortune  from  his  trade. 
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No.  139.    THURSDAY,  AUGUST  9. 

Vera  eloria  radices  a^t,  atque  etiam  prcpagatur;  fida 
<nnntaeelenier,tanquamJlo8eulif  deddumt^  nee  aimulatum 
potest  qyidquam  esse  diutumum.  Tull. 

True  glory  takes  root,  and  even  spreads:  all  false  pretences, 
like  flowers,  fall  to  the  ground;  nor  can  any  counter- 
feit last  long. 

Op  all  the  affections  which  attend  human  life, 
the  love  of  elory  is  the  most  ardent  According 
as  this  is  cultivated  in  princes,  it  produces  the 
greatest  good  or  the  greatest  evil.  Where  sove- 
reigns have  it  by  impressions  received  from  edu- 
cation only,  it  creates  an  ambitious  rather  than  a 
noble  mind:  where  it  is  the  natural  bent  of  the 
prince's  inclination,  it  proinpts  him  to  the  pursuit 
of  things  truly  glorious.  The  two  greatest  men 
now  in  Europe  (according  to  the  common  accep- 
tation of  the  word  great)  are  Louis  king  of 
France,  and  Peter  emperor  of  Russia.  As  it  is 
certain  that  all  fame  does  not  arise  from  the  prac- 
tice of  virtue,  it  is,  methinks,  no  unpleasing amuse- 
ment to  examine  the  glory  of  these  potentates,  and 
distinguish  that  which  is  empty,  perishing,  and 
frivolous,  from  what  is  solia,  lasting,  and  im- 
portant. Louis  of  France  had  his  infancy  attend- 
ed by  crafty  and  worldly  men,  who  made  extent 
of  territory  the  most  glorious  instance  of  power, 
and  mistook  the  spreading  of  fame  for  the  acqui- 
sition of  honour.  The  young  monarch's  heart 
was  by  such  conversation  easily  deluded  into  a 
fondness  for  vain  glory,  and  upon  these  unjust 
principles  to  form  or  fall  in  with  suitable  projects 
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of  invasion,  rapine,  murder,  and  all  the  guilts  that 
attend  war  when  it  is  unjust.  At  the  same  time 
this  tyranny  was  laid,  sciences  and  arts  were  en- 
couraged in  the  most  generous  manner,  as  if  men 
of  hi^er  faculties  were  to  be  bribed  to  permit 
the  massacre  of  the  rest  of  the  world.  Every 
superstructure  which  the  court  of  France  built 
u[>on  their  first  designs,  which  were  in  them- 
selves vicious,  was  suitable  to  its  false  founda- 
tion. The  ostentation  of  riches,  tlie  vanity  of 
equipage,  shame  of  poverty  and  ignorance  of  mo- 
desty, were  the  common  arts  of  life:  the  generous 
love  of  one  woman  was  changed  into  gallantry 
for  all  the  sex,  and  friendship's  among  men  turn- 
ed into  commerces  of  interest,  or  mere  profes- 
sions. *  While  these  were  the  rules  of  life,  per- 
juries in  the  prince,  and  a  general  corruption  of 
manners  in  the  subject,  were  the  snares  in  which 
France  has  entangled  all  her  neighbours.'  With 
such  false  colours  have  the  eyes  of  Louis  been 
enchanted,  from  the  debauchery  of  his  early 
youth,  to  the  superstition  of  his  present  old  age. 
Hence  it  is,  that  he  has  the  patience  to  have  sta- 
tues erected  to  his  prowess,  nis  valour,  his  forti- 
tude; and  in  the  soilness  and  luxury  of  a  court, 
to  be  applauded  for  magnanimity  and  enterprise 
in  military  achievements. 

Peter  Alexowitz  of  Russia,  when  he  came  to 
the  years  of  manhood,  though  he  found  himself 
emperor  of  a  vast  and  numerous  people,  master 
of  an  endless  territory >  absolute  commander  of  the 
lives  and  fortunes  of  his  subjects,  in  the  midst  of 
this  unbounded  power  and  greatness,  turned  his 
thoughts  upon  himself  and  people  with  sorrow. 
Sordid  ignorance  and  a  brute  manner  of  life  this 
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generous  prince  beheld  and  contemned  from  the 
fight  of  huy.  own  genius.  His  judgment  suggest- 
ed ibis  to  him,  and  his  courage  prompted  him  to 
amend  it.  In  order  to  this^  he  did  not  send  to 
the  nation  from  whence  the  rest  of  the  world  has 
borrowed  its  politeness,  but  himself  left  his  dia- 
dem to  learn  the  true  way  to  glory  and  honour, 
and  application  to  useful  arts,  wherein  to  employ 
the  laborious,  the  simple,  the  honest  part  of  his 
people.  Mechanic  employments  and  operations 
were  very  justly  the  first  objects  of  his  favour  and 
observation.  With  this  glorious  intention  he 
travelled  into  foreign  nations  in  an  obscure  man- 
ner, above  receiving  little  honours  where  he  so- 
journed, but  prying  into  what  was  of  more  con- 
sequence, their  arts  of  peace  and  of  war.  By 
this  means  has  this  great  prince  laid  the  founda- 
tion of  a  great  and  lasting  fame,  by  personal  la- 
bour, personal  knowledge,  personal  valour.  It 
would  oe  injury  to  any  ofantiquity  to  name  them 
with  him.  Who,  but  himself,  ever  left  a  throne 
to  learn  to  sit  in  it  with  more  grace?  Who  ever 
thought  himself  mean  in  absolute  power  till  he 
had  {earned  to  use  it? 

If  we  consider  this  wonderful  person,  it  is  per- 
plexity to  know  where  to  begin  his  encomium. 
Others  may  in  a  metaphorical  or  philosophic 
flense  be  said  to  command  themselves,  but  this 
emperor  is  also  literally  under  his  own  command. 
How  generous  and  how  good  was  his  entering 
his  own  name  as  a  private  man  in  the  army  he 
raised,  that  none  in  it  might  expect  to  outrun  the 
steps  with  which  he  himself  advanced!  By  such 
measures  this  godlike  prince  learned  to  conquer, 
learned  to  use  iiis  conquests.     How  terrible  has 


158  THE  SPECTATOR.  No.  139. 

he  appeared  in  battle,  how  centle  in  victory? 
Shall  tnen  the  base  arts  of  the  Frenchman  be  held 

golite,  and  the  honest  labours  of  the  Russian  bar- 
arous?  No:  barbarity  is  the  ignorance  of  true 
honour,  or  placing  any  thing  instead  ^f  it  The 
unjust  prince  is  ignoble  and  barbarous,  the  good 
prince  only  renowned  and  glorious. 

Though  men  may  impose  upon  themselves 
what  they  please  by  their  corrupt  imaginations, 
truth  will  ever  keep  its  station,  and  as  glory  is 
nothing  else  but  the  shadow  of  virtue,  it  will  cer- 
tainly disappear  at  the  departure  of  virtue.  But 
how  carefully  ought  the  true  notions  of  it  to  be 
preserved,  and  how  industrious  should  we  be  to 
encourage  any  impulses  towards  it!  The  West- 
minster school-boy  that  said  the  other  day  he 
could  not  sleep  nor  play  for  the  colours  in  the 
hall,*  ought  to  be  free  from  receiving  a  blow  for 
ever. 

But  let  us  consider  what  is  truly  glorious  ac- 
cording; to  the  author  1  have  to  day  quoted  in  the 
front  of  my  paper. 

The  perfection  of  glory,  says  Tully,  consists  in 
these  three  particulars:  *  That  the  people  love  us; 
that  they  have  confidence  in  us;  that  being  affect- 
ed with  a  certain  admiration  towards  us,  they 
think  we  deserve  honour.^  This  was  spoken  of 
greatness  in  the  commonwealth ;  but  if  one  were 
to  form  a  notion  of  consummate  glory  under  our 
constitution,  one  must  add  to  the  abovemention- 
ed  felicities,  a  certain  necessary  inexistence,  and 
direlish  of  all  the  rest  without  the  prince's  fa- 

•  The  colours  taken  at  Blenheim  in  1704,  were  fixed  up 
in  Westnunster-hall,  after  having  been  carried  in  procession 
through  the  city. 


No.  139.  THE  SPECTATOR.  150 

vour. — ^He  should,  methinks,  have  riches,  pow- 
er, honour,  command,  glory;  but  riches,  power, 
honour,  command  and  glory,  should  have  no 
charms,  but  as  accompanied  with  the  affection  of 
his  prince.  He  should,  methinks,  be  popular 
because  a  favourite,  and  a  favourite  because  po- 
pular. Were  it  not  to  make  the  charact'T  too 
imaginary,  I  would  give  him  sovereignty  over 
some  foreign  territory,  and  make  him  esteem 
that  an  emptor  addition  without  the  kind  regards 
of  his  own  prince.  One  may  merely  have  an  idea 
of  a  man  tnus  composed  and  circumstantiated; 
and  if  he  were  so  made  for  power  without  a  ca- 
pacity of  giving  jealousy,  he  would  be  also  glo- 
rious without  possibility  of  receiving  disgrace. 
This  humility  and  this  importance  must  make 
his  glory  immortal. 

These  thoughts  are  apt  to  draw  me  beyond  the 
usual  length  of  this  paper;  but  if  I  could  suppose 
such  rhapsodies  could  outlive  the  common  fate 
of  ordinary  things,  I  would  sav  these  sketches 
and  faint  images  of  glory  were  drawn  in  August, 
1711,  when  John  Duke  of  Marlborough  made 
that  memorable  march*  wherein  he  took  the 
French  lines  without  bloodshed. 

STEELE.  T. 


*  Related  in  Kane's  Memoirs. 
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<— — «^mmum  nunc  hue  celerem,  nunc  cUvidit  iHuc. 

ViHG.  JEir, 

This  way  and  that  he  turns  his  anxious  mind.    Drtssit. 

When  I  acquaint  my  reader,  that  I  have  many 
other  letters  not  yet  acknowledged,  1  believe  he 
will  own,  what  1  have  a  mind  he  should  believe, 
that  I  have  no  small  charge  upon  me,  but  ani  a 
person  of  some  consequence  in  this  world.  1  shall 
therefore  employ  the  present  hour  only  in  read- 
ing petitions,  in  the  order  as  follows. 

*MR.  SPECTATOR, 

*  I  have  lost  so  much  time  already,  that  1  de- 
sire, upon  the  receipt  hereof,  you  will  sit  down 
immeaiately  and  give  me  your  answer.  1  would 
know  of  you  whether  a  pretender  of  mine  really 
loves  me.  As  well  as  1  can,  I  will  describe  his 
manners.  When  he  sees  me,  he  is  always  talk- 
ing of  constancy,  but  vouchsafes  to  visit  me  but 
once  a  fortnight,  and  then  is  always  in  haste  to 
be  gone.  Wnen  I  am  sick,  1  hear,  he  says,  he 
is  mightily  concerned,  but  neither  conies  nor 
sends,  because,  as  he  tells  his  acquaintance  with 
a  sigh,  he  does  not  care  to  let  me  know  all  the 
power  1  have  over  him,  and  how  impossible  it  is 
for  him  to  live  without  me.  When. he  leaves  the 
town,  he  writes  once  in  six  weeks,  desires  to 
hear  from  me,  complains  of  the  torments  of  ab- 
sence, speaks  of  flames,  tortures,  languishings, 
and  ecstacies.  He  has  the  cant  of  an  impatient 
lover,  but  keeps  the  pace  of  a  lukewarm  one. 
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You  know  I  must  not  go  faster  than  he  does;  and 
to  move  at  this  rate  is  as  tedious  as  counting  a 
great  clock.  But  you  are  to  know  he  is  rich ;  and 
my  mother  says,  as  he  is  slow  he  is  sure:  he  will 
love  me  long  if  he  loves  me  little:  but  1  appeal 
to  you  whether  he  loves  at  all. 

<  Your  neglected  humble  servant, 

*  Lydia  Novel.  * 

*  All  these  fellows  who  have  money  are  ex- 
tremely saucy  and  cold.  Pray,  Sir,  tell  them 
ofit^ 

*MR.  SPECTATOR, 

*  I  have  been  delighted  with  nothing  more, 
through  the  whole  course  of  your  writings,  than 
the  substantial  accounts  you  lately  gave  of  wit; 
and  1  could  wish  you  would  take  some  other  op- 
portunity to  express  further  the  corrupt  taste  the 
age  has  run  into;  which  I  am  chiefly  apt  to  attri- 
bute to  the  prevalency  of  a  few  popular  authors, 
whose  merit  in  some  respects  has  given  a  sanc- 
tion to  their  faults  in  others.  Thus  the  imitators 
of  Milton  seem  to  place  all  the  excellency  of  that 
sort  of  writing  eitner  in  the  uncouth  or  antique 
words,  or  something  else  which  was  highly  vi- 
cious, though  pardonable,  in  that  great  man. 
The  admirers  of  what  we  call  point,  or  turn, 
look  upon  it  as  the  particular  happiness  to  which 
Cowley,  Ovid,  and  others,  owe  their  reputation; 
and  therefore  imitate  them  only  in  such  in- 
stances: what  is  just,  proper,  and  natural,  does 
not  seem  to  be  the  question  with  them,  but  by 
what  means  a  quaint  antithesis  may  be  brought 
about,  how  one  word  may  be  made  to  look  two 

Vol.  III.— 11 
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ways,  and  what  will  be  the  consequence  of  a  forc- 
ed allusion.  Now,  though  such  authors  appear 
to  me  to  resemble  those  who  make  themselves 
fine,  instead  of  being  well  dressed  or  graceful; 
yet  the  mischief  is,  that  these  beauties  in  them, 
which  I  call  blemishes,  are  thought  to  proceed 
from  luxuriance  of  fancy  and  overflowing  of  good 
sense:  in  one  word,  they  have  the  character  of 
being  too  witty;  but  if  you  would  acquaint  the 
world  they  are  not  witty  at  all,  you  would,  among 
many  others,  oblige,  Sir, 

*  Your  most  benevolent  reader, 

*  SIR, 

<  I  am  a  young  woman,  and  reckoned  pretty; 
therefore  you  will  pardon  me  that  I  trouble  you 
to  decide  a  wager  oetween  me  and  a  cousin  of 
mine,  who  is  always  contradicting  one  because 
he  understands  Latin.  Pray,  Sir,  is  dimple  spelt 
with  a  single  or  a  double  p?    I  am,  Sir, 

*  Your  very  humble  servant, 

*  BETTY  SAUNTER.' 

• 

*  Pray,  Sir,  direct  thus,  To  the  kind  Querist; 
and  leave  it  at  Mr.  Lillie's;  for  1  do  not  care  to 
be  known  in  the  thing  at  all. .  1  am.  Sir,  again 
your  humble  servant.' 

*MR.  SPECTATOR, 

'  I  must  needs  tell  you  there  are  several  of  your 
papers  I  do  not  much  like.  You  are  often  so  nice 
there  is  no  enduring  you,  and  so  learned  there  is 
no  understanding  you.  What  have  you  to  do  with 
our  petticoats?  Your  humble  servant, 

*  PARTHENOPE. ' 
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^KR.  SPECTATOR, 

<  Last  night,  as  I  was  walking  in  the  Park,  1 
met  a  couple  of  friends.  Pr*  vthee,  Jack,  says  one 
of  them,  let  us  go  drink  a  glass  of  wine,  for  I  am 
fit  for  nothing  else.  This  put  me  upon  reflecting 
on  the  many  miscarriages  which  happen  in  con- 
versations over  wine,  when  men  go  to  the  bottle 
to  remove  such  humours  as  it  only  stirs  up  and 
awakens.  This  1  could  not  attribute  more  to  any 
thing  than  to  the  humour  of  putting  company 
upon  others  which  men  do  not  like  themselves. 
Fray,  sir,  declare  in  your  papers,  that  he  who  is 
a  troublesome  companion  to  himself,  will  not  be 
an  agreeable  one  to  others.  Let  people  reason 
themselves  into  good  humour,  before  they  im 

Eose  themselves  upon  their  friends.  Pray,  sir, 
e  as  eloquent  as  you  can  upon  this  subject;  and 
do  human  life  so  much  good  as  to  argue  power- 
fully, that  it  is  not  every  one  that  can  swallow, 
who  is  fit  to  drink  a  glass  of  wine. 

*  Your  most  humble  servant.' 

*SIR, 

*  I  this  morning  cast  my  eye  upon  your  paper 
concerning  the  expense  of  time.  You  are  very 
obliging  to  the  women,  especially  to  those  who  are 
not  young  and  past  gallantry,  by  touching  so 
gently  upon  gammg;  therefore  I  hope  you  do  not 
think  it  wrong  to  employ  a  little  leisure  time  in 
that  diversion;  but  I  should  be  glad  to  hear  you 
say  something  upon  the  behaviour  of  some  of  the 
female  gamesters. 

*  I  have  observed  ladies,  who  in  all  other  re- 
spects are  gentle,  good-humoured,  and  the  very 
pmks  of  good  breeding;  who,  as  soon  as  the  om- 
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bre-table  is  called  for,  and  set  down  to  their  busi- 
ness, are  immediately  transmigrated  into  the 
veriest  wasps  in  nature. 

*  You  must  know  I  keep  my  temper,  and  win 
their  money,  but  am  out  of  countenance  to  take 
it,  it  makes  them  so  very  uneasy.  Be  pleased, 
dear  sir,  to  instruct  them  to  lose  with  a  better 
grace,  and  you  will  oblige  your^s 

*  RACHEL  BASTO.^ 
*MR.  SPECTATOR, 

'  Your  kindness  to  Leonora,  in  one  of  your  pa 
pers,  (See  No.  92)  has  given  me  encouragement 
to  do  myself  the  honour  of  writing  to  you.  The 
great  regard  you  have  so  often  expressed  for  the 
instruction  and  improvement  of  our  sex,  will,  1 
hope,  in  your  own  opinion,  sufl&ciently  excuse  me 
from  making  any  apology  for  the  impertinence 
of  this  letter. — The  great  desire  I  have  to  embel- 
lish my  mind  with  some  of  those  graces  which 
you  say  are  so  becoming,  and  which  you  assert 
reading  helps  us  to,  has  made  me  uneasy  till  I  am 
put  in  a  capacity  of  attaining  them:  this,  sir,  I 
shall  never  think  myself  in,  till  you  shall  be 
pleased  to  recommend  some  author  or  authors  to 
my  perusal. 

'  I  thought,  indeed,  when  1  first  cast  my  eye 
on  Leonora's  letter,  that  I  should  have  had  no  oc- 
casion for  requesting  it  of  you ;  but,  to  my  very 
great  concern,  1  found  on  the  perusal  ot  that  Spec- 
tator, 1  was  entirely  disappointed,  and  am  as  much 
at  a  loss  how  to  make  use  of  my  time  for  that  end 
as  ever.  Pray,  Sir,  oblige  me  at  least  with  one 
scene,  as  you  were  pleased  to  entertain  Lfionora 
with  .your  prologue.     1  write  to  you  not  only  my 


No.  140.  THE  SPECTATOR.  165 

own  sentiments,  but  also  those  of  several  others 
of  my  acquaintance,  who  are  as  little  pleased  with 
the  ordinary  manner  of  spending  one^s  time  as 
myself:  and  if  a  fervent  desire  after  knowledge, 
and  a  great  sense  of  our  present  ignorance,  may 
be  thought  a  good  presage  and  earnest  of  improve- 
ment, you  may  look  upon  your  time  you  shall 
bestow  in  answering  this  request  not  thrown  away 
to  no  purpose.  And  I  can  not  but  add,  that  un- 
less you  have  a  particular  and  more  than  ordina- 
ry regard  for  Leonora,  1  have  a  better  title  to 
your  favour  than  she;  since  I  do  not  content  my- 
self with  a  tea-table  reading  of  your  papers,  but 
it  is  my  entertainment  very  often  when  alone  in 
my  closet.  To  show  you  1  am  capable  of  im 
provement,  and  hate  flattery,  I  acknowledge  I  do 
not  like  some  of  your  papers;  but  even  there  I 
am  readier  to  call  m  question  my  own  shallow  un- 
derstanding than  Mr.  Spectator's  profound  judg- 
ment. I  am,  sir,  your  already  (and  in  hopes  of 
being  more  your)  obliged  servant, 

PARTHENIA.* 

This  last  letter  is  written  with  so  urgent  and 
serious  an  air,  that  1  can  not  but  think  it  incum- 
bent upon  me  to  comply  with  her  commands, 
which  I  shall  do  very  suddenly.! 

STEELE.  T. 


*  Miss  Shepheard*  a  sister  of  Mrs.  Peny.  See  No  92, 
andl63. 

f  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  this  promise  never  was  ful- 
6Ued. 
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No.  141.    SATURDAY,  AUGUST  11. 

'—^^  Mtgravii  ab  aure  vohpias 
Omnia Hon.  Ep. 

Pleasure  no  more  arises  from  the  ear. 

In  the  present  emptiness  of  the  town,  I  have 
several  applications  from  the  lower  part  of  the 
players,  to  admit  suffering  to  pass  tor  acting. 
They,  in  very  obliging  terms,  desire  me  to  let  a 
fall  on  the  ground,  a  stumble,  or  a  good  slap  on 
the  back,  be  reckoned  a  jest.  These  gambols  I 
shall  tolerate  for  a  season,  because  I  hope  the  evil 
can  not  continue  longer  than  till  the  people  of 
condition  and  taste  return  to  town.  The  method, 
some  time  ago,  was  to  entertain  that  part  of  the 
audience  who  have  no  faculty  above  eye-sight, 
with  rope-dancers  and  tumblers;  which  was  a 
way  discreet  enough,  because  it  prevented  con- 
fusion, and  distinguished  such  as  could  show  all 
the  postures  which  the  body  is  capable  of,  from 
those  who  were  to  represent  all  tne  passions  to 
which  the  mind  is  subject.  But  though  this  was 
prudently  settled,  corporeal  and  intellectual  ac- 
tors ought  to  be  kept  at  a  still  wider  distance 
than  to  appear  on  the  same  stage  at  all;  for  which 
reason,  Imust  suppose  some  methods  for  theim* 
provement  of  the  bear-garden,  by  dismissing  all 
Dodily  actors  to  that  quarter. 

In  cases  of  greater  moment,  where  men  appear 
in  public,  the  consequence  and  importance  ol  the 
thing  can  bear  them  out.  And  though  a  pleader 
or  preacher  is  hoarse  or  awkward,  the  weight  of 
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their  matter  commands  respect  and  attention; 
but  in  theatrical  speaking,  if  the  performer  is  not 
exactly  proper  and  graceful,  he  is  utterly  ridicu- 
lous. In  cases  where  there  is  little  else  expected 
but  the  pleasure  of  the  ears  and  eyes,  the  least 
diminution  of  that  pleasure  is  the  highest  offence. 
In  actinc,  barely  to  perform  the  part,  is  not  com- 
mendable, but  to  be  the  least  out  is  contemptible. 
To  avoid  these  difficulties  and  delicacies,  I  am 
informed,  that  while  I  was  out  of  town,  the  ac- 
tors have  flown  in  the  air,  and  played  such  pranks 
and  run  such  hazards,  that  none  but  the  servants 
of  the  fire-office,  tilers,  and  masons,  could  have 
been  able  to  perform  the  like.**  The  author  of 
the  following  letter,  it  seems,  has  been  of  the  au- 
dience at  one  of  these  entertainments,  and  has  ac- 
cordingly complained  to  me  upon  it;  but  1  think 
he  has  oeen  to  the  utmost  degree  severe  against 
what  is  exceptionable  in  the  play  he  mentions, 
without  dwelling  so  much  as  he  might  have  done 
on  the  author's  most  excellent  talent  of  humour. 
The  pleasant  pictures  he  has  drawn  of  life  should 
have  been  more  kindly  mentioned,  at  the  same 
time  tiiat  he  banishes  his  witches,  who  are  too 
dull  devils  to  be  attacked  with  so  much  warmth. 

<MH.  SPECTATOR, 

<  Upon  a  report  that  Moll  White  had  followed 
you  to  town,  and  was  to  act  a  part  in  the  Lanca- 

*  An  allusion  to  Shadwell's  comedy  of  *  The  Lancashire 
Witches!'  in  which  we  find  such  stage  directions  as  the  fol- 
lowing.— '  One  of  the  witches  Jlies  away  with  the  candle 
and  knthorn;  Mother  Demdike  sets  Clod  upon  the  top  of  a 

tree,  and  they  all  fly  away  laughing.' *  Their  brooms  all 

march  off  and  fetch  botUcs.' 
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shire  Witches,  I  went  last  week  to  see  that  play. 
It  was  my  fortune  to  sit  next  to  a  countryjustice 
of  the  peace,  a  neighbour,  as  he  said,  of  Sir  Ro- 
ger's, who  pretended  to  show  her  to  us  in  one  of 
the  dances.  There  was  witchcraft  enough  in  the 
entertainment  almost  to  incline  roe  to  believe 
him :  Ben  Jonson*  was  almost  lamed;  young  Bul- 
lock* narrowly  saved  his  neck;  the  audience  was 
astonished;  and  an  old  acquaintance  of  mine,  a 
person  of  worth,  whom  I  would  have  bowed  to 
m  the  pit,  at  two  yards  distance  did  not  know  me. 

*  If  you  were  what  the  country  people  reported 
you,  a  white  witch,  I  could  have  wished  vou  had 
been  there  to  have  exorcised  that  rabble  oi  broom- 
sticks with  which  we  were  haunted  for  above 
three  hours.  1  could  have  allowed  them  to  set 
Clod  in  the  tree,  to  have  scared  the  sportsmen, 
plagued  the  justice,  and  employed  honest  Teague 
with  his  holy  water,  t  This  was  the  proper  use 
of  them  in  comedy,  if  the  author  had  stopped 
here;  but  1  can  not  conceive  what  relation  the  sa- 
crifice of  the  black  lamb,  and  the  ceremonies  of 
their  worship  to  the  devil,t  have  to  the  business 
of  mirth  and  humour. 

*  The  gentleman  who  writ  this  play,  and  has 
drawn  some  characters  in  it  verv  justly,  appears 
to  have  been  misled  in  his  witclicraft  by  an  un- 
wary following  the  inimitable  Shakspeare.  The 
incantations  in  JMacbeth  have  a  solemnity  admira- 
bly adapted  to  the  occasion  of  that  tragedy,  and 
fill  the  mind  with  a  suitable  horror;  besides  that, 
the  witches  are  part  of  the  story  itself,  as  we  find 

*  The  names  of  two  of  the  actors. 

t  Different  incidenta  in  the  play  of  the  Lancashire 
WJtchea, 
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it  very  particularly  related  in  Hector  Boetius, 
from  whom  he  seems  to  have  taken  it.  This, 
therefore,  is  a  proper  machine  where  the  business 
is  dark,  horrid,  and  bloody;  but  is  extremely 
forelsn  from  the  affair  of  comedy.  Subjects  of 
this  kind,  which  are  in  themselves  disagreeable, 
can  at  no  time  become  entertaining,  but  by  pass- 
ing through  an  imagination  like  Shakspeare's  to 
form  them;  for  which  reason  Mr.  Dryaen  would 
not  allow  even  Beaumont  and  Fletcher  capable 
of  imitating  him. 

*But  Shakspeare's  magic  coxild  not  copied  be; 
Within  that  circle  none  durst  walk  but  he.' 

*1  should  not,  however,  have  troubled  you 
with  these  remarks,  if  there  were  not  something 
else  in  this  comedy  which  wants  to  be  exorcised 
more  than  the  witches:  1  mean  the  freedom  of 
some  passages,  which  I  should  have  overlooked, 
if  I  had  not  observed  that  those  jests  can  raise  the 
loudest  mirth,  though  they  are  painful  to  right 
sense,  and  an  outrage  upon  modesty. 

*  We  must  attribute  such  liberties  to  the  taste 
of  that  age;  but  indeed  by  such  representations  a 
poet  sacrifices  the  best  part  of  his  audience  to  the 
worst;  and,  as  one  would  think,  neglects  the 
boxes  to  write  to  the  orange-wenches. 

*  I  must  not  conclude  tiU  1  have  taken  notice 
of  the  moral  with  which  this  comedy  ends.  The 
two  young  ladies  having  given  a  notable  example 
of  outwittmg  those  who  nad  a  right  in  the  dis- 
posal of  them,  and  marrying  without  consent  of 
parents,  one  of  the  injured  parties,  who  is  easiU 
reconciled  winds  up  all  with  this,  remark, 
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Design  whate'er  we  wiD, 


There  is  a  fate  which  over-rules  us  still.' 

*  We  are  to  suppose  that  the  gallants  are  men 
of  merit;  but  if  they  had  been  rakes,  the  excuse 
might  have  served  as  well.  Hans  Carvel's  wife 
was  of  the  same  principle,  but  has  expressed  it 
with  a  delicacy  wnich  snows  she  is  not  serious  in 
her  excuse,  but  in  a  sort  of  humorous  philosophy 
turns  off  the  thought  of  her  guilt,  and  says, 

*  That  if  weak  women  go  astray. 
Their  stars  are  more  in  fault  than  they.' 

*  This,  no  doubt,  is  a  full  reparation,  and  dis- 
misses the  audience  with  very  edifying  impres- 
sions. 

*  These  things  fall  under  a  province  you  have 
partly  pursued  already,  and  therefore  demands 
your  animadversion  for  the  regulating  so  noble 
an  entertainment  as  that  of  the  stage.  It  were  to 
be  wished,  that  all  who  write  wr  it  hereafter 
would  raise  their  genius,  by  the  ambition  of 
pleasing  people  of  the  best  understanding;  and 
leave  others  who  show  nothing  of  the  human 
species  but  risibility,  to  seek  their  diversion  at 
the  Bear-garden,  or  some  other  privileged  place, 
where  reason  and  good  manners  nave  no  right  to 
disturb  them. 

August  8j  171 1.  <  I  am,  4»c. ' 

STEELE. — The  letter  by  hughes.  T. 
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No.  142.    MONDAY,  AUGUST  13. 

Lrupta  tend  eopuh-^       Hon.  od. 

They  equal  move 


In  an  unbroken  yoke  of  faithful  love.     Glanyillb. 

The  following  letters  being  genuine,  and  the 
images  of  a  worthy  passion,  I  am  willing  to  give 
Uie  old  lady's  admonition  to  myself,  and  the  re- 
presentation of  her  own  happiness,  a  place  in  my 
writings. 

*MR.  SPECTATOR,  AuglLSt  9,  1711. 

^  1  am  now  in  the  sixty-seventh  year  of  my 
age,  and  read  you  with  approbation;  but  methinks 
you  do  not  strike  at  the  root  of  the  greatest  evil 
m  life,  which  is  the  false  notion  of  gallantry  in 
love.  It  is,  and  has  long  been,  upon  a  very  ill 
foot;  but  1  who  have  been  a  wife  forty  years,  and 
was  bred  in  a  way  that  has  made  me  ever  since 
very  happy,  see  through  the  folly  of  it  In  a 
word,  sir,  when  I  was  a  young  woman,  all  who 
avoided  the  vices  of  the  age  were  very  carefully 
educated,  and  all  fantastical  objects  were  turned 
out  of  our  sight.  The  tapestry  hangings,  with  the 
great  and  venerable  simplicity  of  the  scripture 
stories,  had  better  effects  than  now  the  loves  of 
Venus  and  Adonis,  or  Bacchus  and  Ariadne,  in 
your  fine  present  prints.  The  gentleman  I  am 
married  to  made  love  to  me  in  rapture;  but  his 
was  the  rapture  of  a  Christian  and  a  man  of  hon- 
our, not  a  romantic  hero,  or  a  whining  coxcomb: 
this  put  our  life  upon  a  right  basis.     To  give  you 
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an  idea  of  our  regard  one  to  another,  1  enclose  to 
you  several  of  his  letters,  writ  forty  years  ago, 
when  my  lover;  and  one  writ  the  other  day,  af- 
ter so  many  years  cohabitation. 

*  Your  servant, 

*  ANDROMACHE.' 
*  MADAM,  •August  7,  1671. 

*  If  my  vigilance  and  ten  thousand  wishes  for 
your  welfare  and  rejjose,  could  have  any  force, 
you  last  night  slept  in  security,  and  had  every 
good  angel  in  your  attendance.  To  have  my 
thoughts  ever  fixed  on  you,  to  live  in  constant 
fear  of  every  accident  to  which  human  life  is  lia- 
ble, and  to  send  up  my  hourly  prayers  to  avert 
them  from  you;  I  say,  madam,  thus  to  think,  and 
thus  to  sufier,  is  what  I  do  for  her  who  is  in  pain 
at  my  approach,  and  calls  all  my  tender  sorrow 
impertinence.  You  are  now  before  my  eyes, 
my  eyes  that  are  ready  to  flow  with  tenderness, 
but  can  not  give  relief  to  my  gushing  heart,  that 
dictates  what  I  am  now  saying,  and  yearns  to 
tell  you  all  its  achings.  How  art  thou,  oh  my 
soul,  stolen  from  thyself!  How  is  all  thy  atten- 
tion broken!  My  books  are  blank  paper,  and 
my  friends  intruders.  1  have  no  hope  of  quiet 
but  from  your  pity.  To  grant  it,  would  make 
more  for  your  triumph;  to  give  pain  is  the  ty- 
ranny, to  make  happy  the  true  empire  of  beauty. 
If  you  would  consider  aright,  you  would  find  an 
agreeable  change  in  dismissing  the  attendance  of 
a  slave,  to  receive  the  complaisance  of  a  com- 
panion. I  bear  the  former  in  hopes  of  the  latter 
condition:  as  I  live  in  chains  without  murmur- 
ing at  the  power  which  inflicts  them,  so  1  could 
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enjoy  freedom  without  forgetting  the  mercy  that 
gave  it        Madam,  I  am, 

*  Your  most  devoted, 

*  Most  obedient  servant.' 

'  Though  1  made  him  no  declarations  in  his  fa- 
vour, you  see  he  had  hopes  of  me  when  he  writ 
this  in  the  month  following. 

<  MADAM,  September  3,  1671. 

*  Before  the  light  this  morning  dawned  upon 
the  earth,  I  awaked,  and  la^  in  expectation  of  its 
return,  not  that  it  could  give  any  new  sense  of 
joy  to  me,  but  as  I  hoped  it  would  bless  you  with 
its  cheerful  face,  after  a  quiet  which  1  wished 
you  last  night.  If  my  prayers  are  heard,  the 
day  appeared  with  all  the  influence  of  a  merciful 
Creator  upon  your  person  and  actions.  Let 
others,  my  lovely  charmer,  talk  of  a  blind  being 
that  disposes  their  hearts;  I  contemn  their  low 
images  of  love.  1  have  not  a  thought  which  re- 
lates to  you  that  1  can  not  with  confidence  be- 
seech the  all-seeing  Power  to  bless  me  in.  May 
He  direct  you  in  all  your  steps,  and  reward  your 
innocence,  your  sanctity  of  manners,  your  pru- 
dent youth  and  becoming  piety,  with  the  con- 
tinuance of  His  grace  ana  protection.  This  is  an 
unusual  language  to  ladies;  but  you  have  a  mind 
elevated  above  the  giddy  notions  of  a  sex  ensnar- 
ed by  flattery,  and  misled  by  a  false  and  short 
adoration  intf»  a  solid  and  long  contempt.  Beau- 
ty, my  faireSv,  creature,  palls  in  the  possession, 
but  1  love  also  your  mind;  your  soul  is  as  dear 
to  me  as  my  own;  and  if  the  advantages  of  a  libe- 
ral education,  some  knowledge,  and  as  much 
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contempt  of  the  world,  joined  with  the  endea- 
vours towards  a  life  of  strict  virtue  and  religion, 
can  qualify  me  to  raise  new  ideas  in  a  breast  so 
well  disposed  as  yours  is,  our  days  will  pass  away 
with  joy;  and  old  age,  instead  of  introducing  me- 
lancholy prospects  of  deca^,  rives  us  hope  o** 
eternal  youth  in  a  better  li^.  1  have  but  few 
minutes^  from  the  duty  of  my  employment  to 
write  in,  and  without  time  to  read  over  what  I 
have  writ;  therefore  beseech  you  to  pardon  the 
first  hints  of  my  mind,  which  I  have  expressed 
in  so  little  order. 

*  I  am,  dearest  creature,  your  most  obedient, 

*  Most  devoted  servant. ' 

*  The  two  next  were  written  after  the  day  for 
our  marriage  was  fixed.' 

*  MADAM,  September  25, 1671. 

*  It  is  the  hardest  thing  in  the  world  to  be  in 
love,  and  yet  attend  business.  As  for  me,  all  that 
speak  to  me  find  me  out,  and  I  must  lock  myself 
up  or  other  people  will  do  it  for  me.  A  gentle- 
man asked  me  this  morning  what  news  from  Hol- 
land, and  I  answered,  she's  exquisitely  hand- 
some. Another  desired  to  know  when  I  had 
been  last  at  Windsor;  1  replied,  she  designs  to 
go  with  me.  Pr'ythee  allow  me  at  least  to  kiss 
your  hand  before  the  appointed  day,  that  my 
mind  may  be  in  some  composure.  Methinks  1 
could  write  a  volume  to  you,  but  all  the  lan- 
guage on  earth  would  fail  in  saying  now  much, 
and  with  what  disinterested  passion,  1  am  ever 
your's.' 
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September,  30, 1671. 
'  DSAA  CBX  ATTTRX,        Seven  in  the  morning, 

'  Next  to  the  influence  of  heaven,  I  am  to  thank 
you  that  1  see  the  returning  day  with  pleasure. 
To  pass  my  evenings  in  so  sweet  a  conversation, 
and  nave  the  esteem  of  a  woman  of  your  merit, 
has  in  it  a  peculiarity  of  happiness  no  more  to  be 
expressed  than  returned.  But  I  am,  mjr  lovely 
creature,  contented  to  be  on  the  obliged  side,  and 
to  employ  all  my  days  in  new  endeavours  to  con- 
vince you,  and  all  the  world,  of  the  sense  I  have 
of  your  condescension  in  choosing, 

*  Madam,  you  most  faithful, 
*  most  obedient  humble  servant' 

*  He  was  when  he  writ  the  folio  win  t?  letter  as 
agreeable  and  pleasant  a  man  as  any  in  England. ' 

'madam,  October  20,  1671. 

*  I  beg  pardon  that  my  paper  is  not  finer,  but  1 
am  forced  to  write  from  a  coffee-house  where  I 
am  attending  about  business.  There  is  a  dirty 
crowd  of  busy  faces  all  around  me  talking  of  mo- 
ney, while  all  my  ambition,  all  my  wealth,  is 
love:  love  which  animates  my  heart,  sweetens 
my  humour,  enlarges  my  soul,  and  affects  every 
action  of  my  life.  It  is  to  my  lovely  charmer  1 
owe  that  many  noble  ideas  are  continually  affixed 
to  my  words  and  actions:  it  is  the  natural  effect 
of  that  generous  passion  to  create  in  the  admirer 
some  similitude  of  the  object  admired.  Thus,  my 
dear,  am  I  every  day  to  improve  from  so  sweet  a 
companion.  Look  up,  my  fair  one,  to  that  heaven 
which  made  thee  such,  and  join  with  me  to  im- 
plore its  influence  on  our  tender  innocent  hours, 
and  beseech  the  Author  of  love  to  bless  the  rites 
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he  has  ordained,  and  mingle  with  our  happiness 
a  just  sense  of  our  transient  condition,  ana  a  re- 
signation to  His  will,  which  only  can  regulate 
our  minds  to  a  steady  endeavour  to  please  Him 
and  each  other, 

'  I  am,  for  ever,  your  faithful  servant. ' 

"  I  will  not  trouble  you  with  more  letters  at 
this  time;  but  if  you  saw  the  poor  withered  hand 
which  sends  you  these  minutes,  I  am  sure  you 
would  smile  to  think  that  there  is  one  who  is  so 
gallant  as  to  speak  of  it  still  as  so  welcome  a  pre- 
sent, after  forty  years  possession  of  the  woman 
whom  he  writes  to." 

^MADAM,  June  23,  nil. 

*  1  heartily  beg  your  pardon  for  my  omission 
to  write  yesterday.  It  was  not  failure  of  my 
tender  regard  for  you:  but  having  been  very  much 
perplexed  in  my  thoughts  on  the  subject  of  my 
last,  made  me  determine  to  suspend  speaking  ol 
it  till  I  came  myself.  But,  my  lovely  creature, 
know  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  age,  of  misfortune, 
or  any  other  accident  which  hangs  over  human 
life,  to  take  from  me  the  pleasing  esteem  I  have 
for  you,  or  the  memory  of  the  bright  figure  you 
appeared  in  when  you  gave  your  hand  and  heart 
to, 

*  Madam,  your  most  grateful  husband, 

'and  obedient  servant.'* 

STEELE.  T. 

•  These  letters  are  all  genuine,  and  were  sent  by  Steele 
to  Mrs.  Scurlock,  afterwai-ds  Lady  Steele. 
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JVbfi  at  vivere  sed  vakre  vita.  Mart.  Epio, 

To  breathe,  is  not  to  live,  but  to  be  well. 

It  is  an  unreasonable  thing  some  men  expect  of 
their  acquaintance.     They  are  ever  complaining 
that  they  are  out  of  order,  or  displeased,  or  they 
know  not  how;  and  are  so  far  from  letting  that 
be  a  reason  for  retiring  to  their  own  homes,  that 
ihey  make  it  their  argument  for  coming  into  com- 
pany.   What  has  any  body  to  do  with  accounts 
of  a  man's  being  indisposed  but  his  physician?  If 
a  man  laments  in  company,  where  the  rest  are 
in  humour  to  enjoy  themselves,  he  should  not 
take  it  ill  if  a  servant  is  ordered  to  present  him 
with  a  porringer  of  caudle  or  posset-drink,  by 
way  of  admonition  that  he  go  home  to  bed.  That 
part  of  life  which  we  ordinarily  understand  by 
the  word  conversation,  is  an  indulgence  to  the 
sociable  part  of  our  make;  and  shoiud  incline  us 
to  bring  our  proportion  of  good-will  or  good-hu- 
mour among  the  friends  we  meet  with,  and  not 
to  trouble  them  with  relations  which  must  of  ne- 
cessity oblige  them  to  a  real  or  feigned  affliction. 
Cares,  distresses,  diseases,  uneasiness,  and  dis- 
likes of  our  own,  are  by  no  means  to  be  obtruded 
upon  our  friends.    If  we  would  consider  how  lit- 
Ue  of  this  vicissitude  of  motion  and  rest,  which 
we  call  life,  is  spent  with  satisfaction,  we  should 
be  more  tender  of  our  friends,  than  to  bring  them 
little  sorrows  which  do'  not  belonjg  to  them. 
There  is  no  real  life  but  cheerful  life;  therefore 

valetudinarians  should  be  sworn  before  they  en 
Vol.  IIL— 12 
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ter  into  company,  not  to  say  a  word  of  themselves 
till  the  meetmg  breaks  up.  It  is  not  here  pre- 
tended that  we  should  fee  always  sitting  with 
chaplets  of  flowers  round  our  heads,  or  be  crown- 
ed with  roses,  in  order  to  make  our  entertainment 
agreeable  to  us;  but  if  (as  it  is  usually  observed) 
they  who  resolve  to  be  merry  seldom  are  so,  it 
will  be  much  more  unlikely  for  us  to  be  well 
pleased,  if  they  are  admitted  who  are  always 
complaining  they  are  sad.  Whatever  we  do,  we 
shomd  keep  up  the  cheerfulness  of  our  spirits, 
and  never  let  them  sink  below  an  inclination  at 
least  to  be  well  pleased ;  the  way  to  this,  is  to 
keep  our  bodies  in  exercise,  our  minds  at  ease. 
That  insipid  state  wherein  neither  are  in  vigour 
is  not  to  be  accounted  any  part  of  our  portion  of 
being.  When  we  are  in  tne  satisfaction  of  some 
innocent  pleasure,  or  pursuit  of  some  laudable 
design,  we  are  in  the  possession  of  life,  of  human 
life.  Fortune  will  give  us  disappointments  enough, 
and  nature  is  attended  with  infirmities  enough, 
without  our  adding  to  the  unhappy  side  of  our 
account  by  our  spleen  or  ill-humour.  Poor  Cotti- 
lus,  among  so  many  real  evils,  a  chronical  distem- 
per and  a  narrow  fortune,  is  never  heard  to  com- 
plain:  that  equal  spirit  of  his,  which  any  man  may 
nave,  that  like  him  will  conquer  pride,  vanity,  and 
affectation,  and  follow  nature,  is  not  to  be  broken, 
because  it  has  no  points  to  contend  for.  To  be 
anxious  for  nothing  but  what  nature  demands  as 
necessary,  if  it  is  not  the  way  to  an  estate,  is  the 
way  to  what  men  aim  at  by  getting  an  estate. 
This  temper  will  preserve  health  in  the  body  as 
well  as  tranquillity  in  the  mind.  Cottilus  sees  the 
world  in  a  hurry,  with  the  same  scorn  that  a  so- 
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ber  person  sees  a  man  drunk.  Had  he  been  con- 
tented with  what  he  ought  to  have  been,  how 
could,  says  he,  such  a  one  have  met  with  such  a 
disappointment?  If  another  had  valued  his  mis- 
tress for  what  he  ought  to  have  loved  her,  he  had 
not  been  in  her  power:  if  her  virtue  had  had  a 
part  of  big  passion,  her  levity  had  been  his  cure: 
she  could  not  then  have  been  false  and  amiable 
at  the  same  time. 

Since  we  can  not  promise  ourselves  constant 
health,  let  us  endeavour  at  such  a  temper  as  may 
be  our  best  support  in  the  decay  of  it.  Uranius  has 
arrived  at  that  composure  of  soul,  and  wrou^^ht 
himself  up  to  such  a  neglect  of  every  thing  with 
which  the  generality  of  mankind  is  enchanted, 
that  nothing  but  acute  pains  can  give  him  disturb- 
ance^ and  against  those  too,  he  will  tell  his  inti- 
'mate  friends,  he  has  a  secret  which  gives  him 
present  ease.  Uranius  is  so  thoroughly  persuad- 
ed of  another  life,  and  endeavours  so  smcerely'to 
secure  an  interest  in  it,  that  he  looks  upon  pain 
but  as  a  quickening  of  his  pace  to  a  home,  wnere 
he  shall  be  better  provided  for  than  in  his  present 
apartment.  Instead  of  the  melancholy  views 
which  others  are  apt  to  give  themselves,  he  will 
tell  you  that  he  has  forgot  he  is  mortal,  nor  will 
he  Ihink  of  himself  as  such.  He  thinks  at  the 
time  of  his  birth  he  entered  into  an  eternal  being; 
and  the  short  article  of  death  he  will  not  allow  an 
interruption  of  life;  since  that  moment  is  not  of 
half  the  duration  as  is  his  ordinary  sleep.  Thus 
is  his  bein^  one  uniform  and  consistent  series  of 
cheerful  diversions  and  moderate  cares,  without 
fear  or  hope  of  futurity.    Health  to  him  is  more 
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than  pleasure  to  another  man,  and  sickness  less 
affecting  to  him  than  indisposition  is  to  others. 

1  must  confess,  if  one  does  not  regard  life  after 
this  manner,  none  but  idiots  can  pass  it  away 
with  any  tolerable  patience.  Take  a  fine  lady 
who  is  of  a  delicate  frame;  and  you  may  observe 
from  the  hour  she  rises  a  certain  weariness  of  all 
that  passes  about  her.  I  know  more  than  one 
who  IS  much  too  nice  to  be  quite  alive.  They 
are  sick  of  such  strange  frighttul  people  that  they 
meet,  one  is  so  awkward,  and  another  is  so  dis- 
agreeable, that  it  looks  like  a  penance  to  breathe 
the  same  air  with  them.  You  see  this  is  so  very- 
true,  that  a  great  part  of  ceremony  and  good- 
breeding  among  the  ladies  turns  am>n  thefr  un- 
easiness;  and  I'll  undertake,  if  the  how-d'ye  ser- 
vants of  our  women  were  to  make  a  weekly  bill 
of  sickness,  as  the  parish-clerks  do  of  mortality, 
ypu  would  not  find  in  an  account  of  seven  days, 
one  in  thirty  that  was  not  downright  sick  or  in- 
disposed, or  but  a  very  little  better  than  she  was, 
ana  so  forth. 

It  is  certain,  that  to  enjoy  life  and  health  as  a 
constant  feast,  we  should  not  think  pleasure  ne- 
cessary; but,  if  possible,  to  arrive  at  an  equality 
of  mind.  It  is  as  mean  to  be  overjoyed  upon  oc 
casions  of  good  fortune,  as  to  be  dejected  in  cir- 
cumstances of  distress.  Laughter  in  one  condi- 
tion is  as  unmanly  as  weeping  in  the  other.  We 
should  not  form  our  minds  to  expect  transport  on 
every  occasion,  but  know  how  to  make  it  enjoy- 
ment to  be  out  of  pain.  Ambition,  envy,  vagrant 
desire,  or  impertinent  mirth,  will  take  up  our 
minds,  without  we  can  possess  ourselves  in  that 
Mobrieiy  of  heart  which  is  above  all  pleasures,  and 
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can  be  felt  much  better  than  described.  But  the 
ready  way,  1  believe,  to  the  right  eajoyment  of 
life  is,  by  a  prospect  towards  another,  to  have  but 
a  very  mean  opinion  of  it  A  great  author*  of 
our  time  has  set  this  in  an  excellent  light,  when 
with  a  philosophic  pity  of  human  life,  he  spoke 
of  it  in  nis  Theory  of  the  Earth  in  the  following 
manner. 

*  For  what  is  this  life  but  a  circulation  of  little 
mean  actions?  We  lie  down  and  rise  asain,  dress 
and  undress,  feed  and  wax  hungry,  worK  or  play, 
and  are  weary,  and  then  we  lie  down  again,  and 
the  circle  returns.  We  spend  the  day  in  trifles; 
and  when  the  night  comes,  we  throw  ourselves 
into  the  bed  of  foUy  amongst  dreams,  and  broken 
thoughts,  and  wild  imaginations.  Our  reason 
lies  asleep  by  us,  and  we  are  for  the  time  as  ai 
rant  brutes  as  those  that  sleep  in  the  stalls  or  in 
the  field.  Are  not  the  capacities  of  man  higher 
than  these?  And  ought  not  his  ambition  and  ex- 
pectations to  be  greater?  Let  us  be  adventurers 
for  another  world:  it  is  at  least  a  fair  and  noble 
chance;  and  there  is  nothing  in  this  worth  our 
thoughts  or  our  passions.  If  we  should  be  dis- 
appointed, w^  are  still  no  worse  than  the  rest  of 
our  fellow-mortals;  and  if  we  succeed  in  our  ex- 
pectations, we  are  eternally  happy. ' 

STEELE.  T. 

*  Dr.  Burnet,  master  of  the  Charter-house.     See  Nflu 
146. 
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ydris  qudm  elegana  formarum  spedaior  aiem, 

TsR.  Euir. 

Tou  shall  see  how  nice  a  judge  of  beauty  I  am. 

Beauty  has  been  the  delight  and  torment  of 
the  world  ever  since  it  began.  The  philosophers 
have  felt  its  influence  so  sensibly,  that  almost 
every  one  of  them  has  left  us  some  saying  or 
other  which  intimated  that  he  too  well  knew  the 
power  of  it.  One*  has  told  us  that  a  ^aceful  per- 
son is  a  more  powerful  recommendation  than  the 
best  letter  that  can  be  writ  in  jour  favour.  Ano- 
thert  desires  the  possessor  of  it  to  consider  it  as  a 
mere  gift  of  nature,  and  not  any  perfection  of  his 
own.  A  third  J  calls  it  a  short  lived  tyranny;  a 
fourth§  a  silent  fraud,  because  it  imposes  upon  us 
without  the  help  of  language;  but  I  think  Car- 
neades  spoke  as  much  like  a  philosopher  as  anv 
of  them,  though  more  like  a  lover,  when  he  calls 
it  royalty  witnout  force.  It  is  not  indeed  to  be 
denied,  but  there  is  something  irresistible  in  a 
beauteous  form:  the  most  severe  will  not  pre- 
tend, that  they  do  not  feel  an  immediate  prepos- 
session in  favour  of  the  handsome.  No  one  de- 
nies them  the  privilege  of  being  first  heard,  and 
being  regarded  before  others  in  matters  of  ordi- 
aary  consideration.  At  the  same  time,  the  hand- 
some should  consider  that  it  is  a  possession,  as  it 
were,  foreign  to  them.     No  one  can  give  it  him- 

•  Aristotle.  f  Plato,  t  Socrates.  §  Theophrastus. 
These  apophthegms  are  taken  from  Diogenes  Laertius. 
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self,  or  preserve  it  when  they  have  it.  Yet  so  it 
is,  that  people  can  bear  any  quality  in  the  world 
better  tnan  beauty.  It  is  the  consolation  of  all 
who  are  naturally  too  much  affected  with  the 
force  of  it,  that  a  little  attention,  if  a  man  can  at- 
tend with  judgment,  will  cure  them.  Handsome 
people  usually  are  so  fantastically  pleased  with 
themselves,  that  if  they  do  not  kill  at  first  sight, 
as  the  phrase  is,  a  second  interview  disarms 
them  of^all  their  power.  But  I  shall  make  this 
paper  rather  a  warning-piece  to  give  notice  where 
the  danger  is  than  to  propose  instructions  how 
to  avoid  it  when  you  have  fallen  in  the  way  of 
it.  Handsome  men  shall  be  the  subject  of  another 
•chapter,  the  women  shall  take  up  the  present 
discourse. 

Amaryllis,  who  has  been  in  town  but  one  win- 
ter, is  extremely  improved  with  the  arts  of  good- 
breeding  without  leaving  nature.  She  has  not 
lost  the  native  simplicity  of  her  aspect,  to  substi- 
tute that  patience  of  being  stared  at,  which  is 
the  usual  triumph  and  distinction  of  a  town  lady. 
In  public  assemblies  you  meet  her  careless  e^e 
diverting  itself  with  the  objects  around  her,  in- 
sensible that  she  herself  is  one  of  the  brightest  in 
the  place. 

Dulcissa  is  quite  of  another  make;  she  is  al- 
most a  beauty  by  nature,  but  more  than  one  by 
art.  If  it  were  possible  for  her  to  let  her  fan  or 
any  limb  about  her  rest,  she  would  do  some  part 
of  the  execution  she  meditates;  but  though  she 
designs  herself  a  prey,  she  will  not  stay  to  be 
taken.  No  painter  can  give  you  words  for  the 
different  aspects  of  Dulcissa  in  half  a  moment, 
wherever  she  appears;  so  little  does  she  accom- 
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pli^  what  she  takes  so  much  pains  for,  to  be  gay 
and  careless. 

Merab  is  attended  with  all  the  charms  of  wo- 
man and  accomplishtnents  of  man.  It  is  not  to  be 
doubted  but  she  has  a  great  deal  of  wit,  if  she 
were  not  such  a  beauty:  and  she  would  have  more 
beauty  had  she  not  so  much  wit.  Affectation 
prevents  her  excellencies  from  walking  together. 
If  she  has  a  mind  to  speak  such  a  thing,  it  must 
be  done  with  such  an  air  of  her  body;  and  if  she 
has  an  inclination  to  look  very  careless,  there  is 
such  a  smart  thinj^  to  be  said  at  the  same  time, 
that  the  design  of  oeing  admired  destroys  itself. 
Thus  the  unhappy  Merab,  though  a  wit  and  beau- 
ty, is  allowed  to  be  neither,  because  she  will  al- 
ways be  both. 

Albacinda  has  the  skill  as  well  as  power  of 
pleasing.  Her  form  is  majestic,  but  her  aspect 
numble.  All  good  men  should  beware  of  the 
destroyer.  She  will  speak  to  you  like  your  sis- 
ter till  she  has  you  sure;  but  is  the  most  vexa- 
tious of  tyrants  when  you  are  so.  Her  familiar- 
ity of  behaviour,  her  indiflferent  questions,  and 
general  conversation,  make  the  silly  part  of  her 
votaries  full  of  hopes,  while  the  wise  fly  from 
her  power.  She  well  knows  she  is  too  beautiful 
and  too  witty  to  be  indifferent  to  any  who  con- 
verse with  her;  and  therefore  knows  she  does 
not  lessen  herself  by  familiarity,  but  gains  occa- 
sions of  admiration  by  seeming  ignorance  of  her 
perfections. 

Eudosia  adds  to  the  height  of  her  stature  a  no- 
bility of  spirit  which  still  distinguishes  her  above 
the  rest  of  her  sex.  Beauty  in  others  is  lovely, 
in  others  agreeable,  in  others  attractive:  but  m 
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Eudosia  it  is  commanding:  love  towards  Eudosia 
is  a  sentiment  like  the  love  of  glory.  The  lovers 
of  other  women  are  softened  into  fondness,  the 
admirers  of  Eudosia  exalted  into  ambition. 

Eucratia  presents  herself  to  the  imagination 
vnth  a  more  kindly  pleasure,  and  as  she  is  wo- 
man, her  praise  is  wnolly  feminine.  If  we  were 
to  form  an  image  of  dignity  in  a  man,  we  should 
give  him  wisdom  and  valour,  as  being  essential 
to  the  character  of  manhood.  In  like  manner,  if 
you  describe  a  right  woman  in  a  laudable  sense, 
she  should  have  gentle  softness,  tender  fear,  and 
all  those  parts  of  life  which  distinguish  her  from 
the  other  sex;  with  some  subordination  to  it,  but 
such  an  inferiority  that  makes  her  still  more  love- 
ly. Eucratia  is  that  creature;  she  is  all  over  wo- 
man; kindness  is  all  her  art,  and  beauty  all  her 
arms.  Her  look,  her  voice,  her  gesture,  and 
whole  behaviour,  is  truly  feminine.  A  goodness 
mixed  with  fear  give  a  tincture  to  all  her  beha- 
viour. It  would  be  savage  to  offend  her,  and  cru- 
elty to  use  art  to  gain  her.  Others  are  beautiful, 
but  Eucratia  .thou  art  beauty! 

Omniamante  is  made  for  deceit;  she  has  an  as- 
pect as  innocent  as  the  famed  Lucrece,  but  a 
mind  as  wild  as  the  more  famed  Cleopatra.  Her 
face  speaks  a  vestal,  but  her  heart  a  Messalina. 
Who  that  beheld  Omniamante's  negligent  un- 
observing  air,  would  believe  that  she  hid  under 
that  regardless  manner  the  witty  prostitute,  the 
rapacious  wench,  the  prodigal  courtezan?  She 
can,  when  she  pleases,  adorn  those  eyes  with 
tears  like  an  infant  that  is  chid:  she  can  cast  down 
that  pretty  face  in  confusion,  while  you  rage  with 
jealousy,  and  storm  at  her  perfidiousness;  she  can 
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wipe  her  eyes,  tremUe,  and  look  frighted,  t£U 
Tou  think  yourself  a  brute  for  your  rage,  own 
yourself  an  ofienikr,  beg  pardon^  and  make  her 
new  presents. 

But  1  go  too  far  in  reporting  only  the  dangers 
m  beholding  the  beauteous,  which  I  design  for 
the  instruction  of  the  fair  as  weU  as  tiieir  behold-* 
ers;  and  shall  end  tMs  rhapsody  with  mentioning 
what  I  thought  was  well  enough  said  of  an  an- 
cient sa^*  to  a  beautiful  youth  whom  he  saw 
admirinc  his  own  figureHin  brass.  <  What  (said 
tlie  phiwsopher)  could  that  image  of  your^s  say 
for  itself  if  it  could  speak?'  *  It  might  say,  an- 
swered the  youth,  *  That  it  is  very  beautiful.  * 
*  And  are  you  not  ashamed  fr^lied  the  cynic) 
to  value  yourself  upon  that  only  of  which  a  piece 
of  brass  is  capable?' 

STEELE.  T. 


■<i-^@©-€)- 
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StuUUiam  paiiuntwr  opes Hob.  £f. 

Their  folly  pleads  the  privilege  of  wealth. 

If  the  following  enormities  are  not  amended 
upon  the  first  mention,  I  desire  farther  notice 
from  my  correspondents. 

*MR.  SPECTATOR, 

*  I  am  obliged  to  you  for  your  discourse  the 
Other  day  (see  No.  138)  upon  frivolous  dispu- 

*  Aatisthx^nes^ 
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tants,  who  with  great  warmth,  and  enumeration  oi 
many  circumstances  and  authorities,  undertake 
to  prove  matters  which  nobody  livinc  denies. 
You  can  not  employ  yourself  more  usefully  thaiji 
in  adjusting  the  laws  of  disputation  in  cofifee- 
houses  and  accidental  companies,  as  well  as  in 
more  formal  debates.  Among  many  other  things 
which  your  own  experience  must  suggest  to  you, 
it  will  be  very  obliging  if  you  please  to  take  no- 
tice of  wagerers.  1  will  not  here  repeat  whaA 
Hudibras  says  of  such  disputants,  which  is  so 
true,  that  it  is  almost  proverbial;*  but  shall  onjy 
acquaint  you  with  a  set  of  young  fellows  of  the 
Inns  of  Court,  whose  fathers  have  provided  for 
them  so  plentifully,  that  they  need  not  be  very 
anxious  to  get  law  into  their  heads  for  the  ser- 
vice of  their  country  at  the  bar;  but  are  of  those 
who  are  sent  (as  the  phrase  of  parents  is)  to  the 
Temple  to  know  how  to  keep  their  own.  One  of 
these  gentlemen  is  very  loud  and  ca{>tious  at  a 
coffee-house  which  1  frequent;  and  beine  in  hip 
nature  troubled  with  a  humour  of  contradiction^ 
though  withal  excessive  ignorant,  he  has  found  a 
way  to  indulge  this  temper,  go  on  in  idleness  ajid 
ignorance,  and  yet  still  give  niraself  the  air  of  a 
very  learned  and  knowing  man,  by  the  strength 
of  his  pocliet.  The  misfortune  of  the  thing  is, 
I  have,  as  it  happens  sometimes,  a  greater  stock 
of  learning  than  of  money.  The  gentleman  I  ai?i 
speaking  of  takes  advantage  of  the  narrowness  of 
my  circumstances  in  such  a  manner,  that  he  has 
read  all  that  1  can  pretend  to,  and  runs  me  down 

•  "  Quoth  she,  I've  heard  old  cunning'  stagers 
Say,  fools  for  argwnents  use  wagers."         Hum. 
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with  such  a  positive  air,  and  with  such  powerful 
arguments,  that  from  a  very  learned  person  1  am 
thought  a  mere  pretender.  Not  long  ago  I  was 
relating  that  I  had  read  such  a  passage  in  Taci- 
tus; up  starts  my  young  gentleman  in  a  full  com- 
pany, and  pullmg  out  his  purse,  offered  to  lay 
me  ten  guineas,  to  be  staked  immediately  in  that 
gentleman^s  hands  (pointing  to  one  smoking  at 
another  table)  that  1  was  utterly  mistaken.  1 
was  dumb  for  want  of  ten  guineas;  he  went  on 
unmercifully  to  triumph  over  my  ignorance  how 
to  take  him  up,  and  told  the  whole  room  he  had 
read  Tacitus  twenty  times  over,  and  such  a  re- 
markable incident  as  that  could  not  escape  him. 
He  has  at  this  time  three  considerable  wagers  de- 
pending between  him  and  some  of  his  compan- 
ions, who  are  rich  enough  to  hold  an  argument 
with  him.  He  has  five  guineas  upon  questiorfc 
in  geography,  two  that  the  Isle  of  Wight  is  a 
peninsula,  and  three  guineas  to  one  that  the  world 
is  round.  We  have  a  gentleman  comes  to  our  cof- 
fee-house, who  deals  mightily  in  antique  scandal ; 
my  disputant  has  laid  him  twenty  pieces  upon 
a  point  of  history,  to  wit,  that  Caesar  never  laid 
with  Cato's  sister,  as  is  scandalously  reported  by 
some  people. 

*  There  are  several  of  this  sort  of  fellows  in 
town,  who  wager  themselves  into  statesmen,  his- 
torians, geographers,  mathematicians,  and  every 
other  art,  when  the  persons  with  whom  they  talk 
have  not  wealth  equal  to  their  learning,  1  beg  of 
you  to  prevent,  in  these  youngsters,  this  compen- 
dious way  to  wisdom,  which  costs  other  people 
BO  much  time  and  pains^  and  you  will  oblige 

*  Your  humble  servant.  * 
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Coffee^housdj  near  the  Temple, 

*MR.  SPECTATOR,  JlugUSt  12,  1711. 

•  Here  is  a  young  gentleman  that  sings  opera- 
tunes  or  whistles  in  a  full  house  Pray  let  him 
know  that  he  has  no  right  to  act  here  as  if  he 
were  in  an  empty  room.  Be  pleased  to  divide 
the  spacesof  a  public  room,  and  certify  whistlers, 
singers,  and  common  orators,  that  are  heard  far- 
ther than  their  portion  of  the  room  comes  to, 
that  the  law  is  open,  and  that  there  is  an  equity 
which  will  relieve  us  from  such  as  interrupt  us 
in  our  lawful  discourse,  as  much  as  against  such 
as  stop  us  on  the  road.  I  take  these  persons,  Mr. 
Spectator,  to  be  such  trespassers  as  the  oflBcer  in 
your  stage-coach,  and  am  of  the  same  sentiment 
with  counsellor  Ephraim.  (See  No.  132.)  It  is 
true  the  young  man  is  ricn,  and,  as  the  vulgar 
say,  needs  not  care  for  any  body:  but  sure  that 
is  no  authority  for  him  to  go  whistle  where  he 
pleases.  ^  1  am,  sir. 

Your  most  humble  servant. ' 

<  P.  S.  I  have  chambers  in  the  Temple,  and 
here  are  students  that  learn  upon  the  hautboy; 
pray  desire  the  benchers,  that  all  lawyers  who 
are  proficients  in  wind-music  may  lodge  to  tha 
Thames. ' 

'  MRc  SPECTATOR, 

*  We  are  a  company  of  young  women  wj)o 
pass  our  time  very  much  together,  aad  obliged 
by  the  mercenary  humour  of  the  men  to  be  a$ 
mercenarily  inclined  as  they  are.  There  visits 
among  us  an  old  bachelor  whom  each  of  us  has  a 
mind  to.     The  fellow  is  rich,  and  knows  he  may 
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have  any  of  us,  therefore  is  particular  to  none; 
but  excessively  ill-bred.  His  pleasantry  consists 
in  romping,  he  snatches  kisses  by  surprise,  puts 
his  hands  m  our  necks,  tears  our  fans,  robs  us  ot 
ribands,  forces  letters  out  of  our  hands,  looks  into 
any  of  our  papers,  and  a  thousand  other  rudeness- 
es. Now  what  1  will  desire  of  you,  is  to  acquaint 
him  bv  printing  this,  that  if  he  does  not  marry 
one  of  us  very  suddenly,  we  have  all  agreed,  the 
next  time  he  pretends  to  be  merry,  to  affront 
him,  and  use  him  like  a  clown  as  he  is.  In  the 
name  of  the  sisterhood  I  take  my  leave  of  you ; 
and  am,  as  tbey  all  are, 

*  Your  constant  reader  and  well-wisher.' 

^MR.  SPECTATOR, 

*  1  and  several  others  of  your  female  readers 
have  conformed  ourselves  to  your  rules,  even  to 
our  very  dress.  There  is  not.  one  of  us  but  has 
reduced  our  outward  petticoat  to  its  ancient  size- 
able circumference,  though  indeed  we  retain 
still  a  quilted  one  underneath;  which  makes  us 
not  altogether  unconformable  to  the  fashion;  but 
it  is  on  condition  Mr.  Spectator  extends  not  his 
censure  so  far.  But  we  find  you  men  secretly 
approve  our  practice  by  imitating  our  pyramidi- 
cal  form.  The  skirt  of  your  fashionable  coats 
forms  as  large  a  circumference  as  our  petticoats; 
as  these  are  set  out  with  whalebone,  so  are  those 
with  wire,  to  increase  and  sustain  the  bunch  of 
fold  that  hangs  down  on  each  side:  and  the  hat, 
I  perceive,  is  decreased  in  just  proportion  to  our 
head-dresses.  We  make  a  regular  figure;  but  1 
defy  your  mathematics  to  give  name  to  the  form 
^ou  appear  in.  Your  architecture  is  mere  Gothic, 
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and  betrays  a  worse  genius  than  ours:  therefore 
if  you  are  partial  to  your  own  sex,  I  shall  be  less 
than  1  am  now 

*  Your  humble  servant.  * 

STEELE.  T. 
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Nemo  mr  magnus  sine  aUguo  afflatu  divino  unquamfuit, 

TULL. 

All  great  men  are  in  some  degree  inspired.   . 

We  know  the  highest  pleasure  our  minds  are 
capable  of  enjoying  with  composure,  when  we 
read  sublime  thoughts  communicated  to  us  by 
men  of  great  genius  and  eloquence.  Such  is  the 
entertainment  we  meet  with  in  the  philosophic 

Earts  of  Cicero's  writings.  Truth  and  good  sense 
ave  there  so  charming  a  dress,  that  they  could 
hardly  be  more  agreeably  represented  with  the 
addition  of  poetical  fiction  and  the  power  of  num- 
bers. This  ancient  author,  and  a  modern  one, 
have  fallen  into  my  hands  within  these  few  days; 
and  the  impressions  they  have  left  upon  me  have 
at  the  present  quite  spoiled  me  for  a  merry  fellow. 
The  modern  is  that  admirable  writer,  the  author 
of  the  Theory  of  the  Earth.  The  subjects  with 
which  I  have  lately  been  entertained  in  them  both 
bear  a  near  afl&nity;  they  are  upon  inquiries  into 
hereafter:  and  the  thoughts  of  the  latter  seem  to 
me  to  be  raised  above  those  of  the  former  in  pro- 
portiou  to  his  advantages  of  scripture  and  revela- 
tion.   If  I  had  a  mind  to  it,  1  could  not  at  present 
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talk  of  any  thing  else:  therefore  1  shall  translate 
a  passage  in  the  one,  and  transcribe  a  paragraph 
out  of  the  other,  for  the  speculation  of  this  day. 
Cicero  tells  us,  that  Plato  reports  Socrates,  upon 
receiving  his  sentence,  to  nave  spoken  to  his 
judges  in  the  following  manner. 

'1  have  great  hopes,  oh  my  judges!  that  it  is 
infinitely  to  my  advantage  that  I  am  sent  to  death ; 
for  it  must  of  necessity  oe  that  one  of  these  two 
things  must  be  the  consequence.  Death  must 
take  away  all  these  senses,  or  convey  me  to  ano- 
ther life.  If  all  sense  is  to  be  taken  away,  and 
death  is  no  more  than  that  profound  sleep  without 
dreams,  in  which  we  are  sometimes  buried,  oh 
heavens!  how  desirable  is  it  to  die?  how  many 
days  do  we  know  in  life  preferable  to  such  a  state? 
But  if  it  be  tnie  that  death  is  but  a  passage  to 
places  which  they  who  lived  before  us  do  now 
inhabit,  how  much  still  happier  is  it  to  go  from 
those  who  call  themselves  judges,  to  appear  be- 
fore those  that  really  are  such;  before  Minos, 
Rhadamanthus,  -^acus,  and  Triptolemus,  and  to 
meet  men  who  have  lived  with  justice  and  truth? 
Is  this,  do  you  think,  no  happy  journey?  Do  you 
think  it  nothing  to  speak  witn  Orpheus,  Musaeusj 
Homer,  and  Hesiod?  I  would,  indeed,  suffer  ma- 
ny deaths  to  enjoy  these  things.  With  what  par- 
ticular delight  should  I  talk  to  Palamedes,  Ajax, 
and  others,  who  lilce  me  have  suffered  by  the  ini- 
quity of  their  judges!  I  should  examine  the  wis- 
aom  of  that  great  prince,  who  carried  such  mighty 
forces  against  Troy;  and  argue  with  Ulysses  and 
Sisyphus,  upon  difficult  points,  as  I  have  in  con- 
versatioh  here,  without  being  in  danger  of  being 
condemned.     But  let  not  those  among  you  who 
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hare  pronounced  me  an  innocent*  man  foe  afraid 
of  death.  No  harm  can  arrive  at  a  good  man 
whether  dead  or  living;  his  afiairs  are  always 
under  the  direction  of  the  gods;  nor  will  1  believe 
Uie  fate  which  is  allotted  to  me  myself  this  day 
to  have  arrived  by  chance,  nor  have  I  aught  to 
say  either  against  my  judges  or  accusers,  but 
that  they  thought  they  did  me  an  injury — 'But 
I  detain  you  too  long;  it  is  time  that  1  retire  to 
death,  and  you  to  your  affairs  of  life;  which  of  us 
has  the  better  is  known  to  the  gods,  but  to  no 
mortal  man.^ 

The  divine  Socrates  is  here  represented  in  a 
figure  worthy  his  great  wisdom  and  philosophy, 
worthy  the  greatest  mere  man  that  ever  breath- 
ed. But  the  modern  discourse  is  written  upon  a 
subject  no  less  than  the  dissolution  of  nature  it- 
self. Oh  how  glorious  is  the  old  age  of  that  great 
man,  who  has  spent  his  time  in  such  contempla- 
tions as  has  made  this  being,  what  only  it  should 
be,  an  education  for  heaven!  He  has,  according 
to  the  lights  of  reason  and  revelation  which 
seemed  to  him  clearest,  traced  the  steps  of  Om- 
nipotence: he  has,  with  a  celestial  ambition,  as 
far  as  it  is  consistent  with  humility  and  devotion, 
examined  the  ways  of  Providence,  from  the  crea- 
tion to  the  dissolution  of  the  visible  world.  How 
pleasing  must  have  been  the  speculation,  to  ob- 
serve nature  and  Providence  move  together,  the 
physical  and  moral  world  march  the  same  pace: 
to  observe  paradise  and  eternal  spring  the  seat  of 
innocence:  troubled  seasons  and  angry  skies  the 
portion  of  wickedness  and  vice.  When  this  ad- 
mirable author  has  reviewed  all  that  has  past  or 

is  to  come  which  relates  to  the  habitable  world. 
Vol.  in.— 18 
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and  run  through  the  whole  fate  of  it,  how  could 
a  suardian  angel,  that  had  attended  it  through 
all  its  courses  or  changes,  speak  more  emphati- 
cally at  the  end  of  his  charge,  than  does  our  au- 
thor, when  he  makes,  as  it  were,  a  funeral  oration 
over  this  globe,  looking  to  the  point  where  it 
once  stood? 

<  Let  us  only,  if  you  please  to  take  leave  of  this 
subject,  reflect  upon  this  occasion  on  the  vanity 
and  transient  glory  of  this  habitable  world.  How 
by  the  force  of  one  element  breaking  loose  upon 
the  rest,  all  the  vanities  of  nature,  all  the  works 
of  art,  all  the  labours  of  men,  are  reduced  to 
nothing.  All  that  we  admired  and  adored  be- 
fore as  great  and  magnificent,  is  obliterated  or 
vanished;  and  another  form  and  face  of  things, 
plain,  simple,  and  every  where  the  same,  over- 
spreads the  whole  earth.  Where  are  now  the 
great  empires  of  the  world,  and  their  great  impe- 
rial cities?  their  pillars,  trophies,  and  monuments 
of  glory?  Show  me  where  they  stood,  read  the 
inscription,  tell  me  the  victor^s  name.  What  re- 
mains, what  impressions,  what  difference  or  dis- 
tinction do  you  see  in  this  mass  of  fire?  Rome 
itself,  eternal  Rome,  the  great  city,  the  empress 
of  the  world,  whose  domination  and  superstition, 
ancient  and  modern,  make  a  great  part  of  the 
history  of  this  earth,  what  has  become  of  her 
now?  She  laid  her  foundations  deep,  and  her  pa- 
laces were  strong  and  sumptuous;  *  She  glorified 
herself,  and  lived  deliciously,  and  said  in  her 
heart,  I  sit  a  queen,  and  shall  see  no  sorrow:' 
but  her  hour  is  come,  she  is  wiped  away  from 
the  face  of  the  earth,  and  buried  in  everlastine 
oblivion.   But  it  is  not  cities  only,  and  works  ot 
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men's  hands,  but  the  everlasting  hills,  the  moun- 
tains and  rocks  of  the  earth,  ^re  melted  as  wax 
before  the  sun,  and  their  place  is  no  where  found. 
Here  stood  the  Alps,  the  load  of  earth,  that  cover- 
ed many  countries,  and  reached  their  arms  from 
the  ocean  to  the  Black  Sea:  this  huge  mass  of 
stone  is  softened  and  dissolved  as  a  tender  cloud 
into  rain.  Here  stood  the  African  mountains,  and 
Atlas  with  his  top  above  the  clouds;  there  was 
frozen  Caucasus  and  Taurus,  and  Imaus,  and  the 
mountains  of  Asia;  and  yonder  towards  the  north, 
stood  the  Riphaean  hills,  clothed  in  ice  and  snow. 
All  these  are  vanished ;  dropt  away  as  the  snow 
upon  their  heads.  <  Great  and  marvellous  are 
thy  works,just  and  true  are  thy  ways,  thou  King 
of  saints!  Hallelujah.^* 

STEELE.  T. 
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Pronunci^io  est  voeis,  et  vultiis  et  gestCs  moderatio  cum  ve^ 
nustate.  Toll. 

Good  delivery  is  a  graceful  management  of  the  voice,  coun- 
tenance, andgestm'e. 

^MR.  SPECTATOR, 

*  The  well  reading  of  the  Common-Prayer  is  of 
SO  great  importance,  and  so  much  neglected,  that 
I  take  the  liberty  to  offer  to  your  consideration 
some  particulars  on  that  subject.  And  what  more 
worthy-  your  observation  than  this?  a  thing  so 

•  Burnet's  Theory  of  the  Earth. 


&B  MS  SPECTATOR.  No.  147; 

public,  and  of  so  high  consequence.  It  is  indeed 
wonderful,  that  tlm  frequent  exercise  of  it  should 
not  make  the  performers  of  that  duty  more  ex- 
pert in  it.  This  inability,  as  I  conceive,  proceeds 
from  the  little  care  that  is  taken  of  their  reading, 
while  boys,  and  at  school,  where,  when  they  are 
got  intojLatin^  they  are  looked  upon  as  above 
English,  the  reading  of  which  is  wnolly  neglect- 
ed, or  at  least  read  to  very  little  purpose,  without 
any  due  observations  made  to  them  of  the  proper 
accent  and  manner  of  reading;  by  this  means  they 
have  acauired  such  ill  habits  as  will  not  easily  be 
removea.  The  only  way  that  1  know  of  to  re- 
medy this  is,  to  propose  some  person  of  great  abi- 
lity that  way  as  a  pattern  for  tnem ;  example  be- 
ing most  effectual  to  convince  the  learned,  as  well 
as  instruct  the  ignorant. 

*  You  must  know,  sir,  1  have  been  a  constant 
freouenter  of  the  service  of  the  church  of  Enp- 
lana  for  above  these  four  years  last  past,  and  till 
Sunday  was  seven-night  never  discovered,  to  so 
great  a  degree,  the  excellency  of  the  Common- 
Prayer.  When,  being  at  St.  James's  Garlic-hill 
church,  I  heard  the  service  read  so  distinctly,  so 
emphatically,  and  so  fervently,  that  it  was  next 
to  an  impossibility  to  be  inattentive.  My  eyes 
and  my  thoughts  could  not  wander  as  usual,  but 
were  confined  to  my  prayers.  1  then  considered 
I  addressed  myself  to  the  Almighty,  and  not  to 
a  beautiful  face.  And  when  1  reflected  on  my 
former  performances  of  that  duty,  I  found  1  had 
run  it  over  as  a  matter  of  form,  in  comparison 
to  the  manner  in  which  I  then  discharged  it 
My  mind  was  really  affected,  and  fervent  wishes 
accompanied,  my  words.    The  Confession  was 
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read  with  a  resigned  humilit}^,  the  Absolution 
with  such  a  comfortable  autho^ty^  the  Thanks- 
givings with  such  a  religious  jo^^  as  made  me 
feel  those  affections  of  the  mind  in  a  manner  I 
never  did  before.  To  remedy  therefore  the 
grievance  above  complained  of,  I  humbly  pro- 
pose, that  this  excellent  reader,  upon  the  next 
and  every  annual  assembly  of  the  clergy  of  Sion 
College,  and  all  other  conventions,  should  read 
prayers  before  them.  For  then  those  that  are 
afraid  of  stretching  their  mouths,  and  spoiling 
their  soft  voices,  wul  learn  to  read  with  clearness, 
loudness,  and  strength.  Others  that  affect  a  rak- 
ish, negligent  air,  by  folding  their  aams,  and 
lolling  on  their  book,  will  be  taught  a  decent  be- 
haviour and  comely  erection  of  body.  Those  that 
read  so  fast  as  if  impatient  of  their  work,  may 
learn  to  speak  deliberatelv.  There  is  another 
sort  of  persons  whom  I  call  Pindaric  readers,  as 
being  confined  to  no  set  measure:  these  pro- 
nounce five  or  six  words  with  great  deliberation, 
and  the  five  or  six  subsequent  ones  with  as  great 
celerity:  the  first  part  of  a  sentence  with  a  very 
exaltea  voice,  and  the  latter  part  with  a  submis- 
sive one;  sometimes  again  witn  one  sort  of  a  tone, 
and  immediately  after  with  a  very  different  one. 
These  gentlemen  will  learn  of  my  admired  reader 
an  evenness  of  voice  and  delivery.  And  all  who 
are  innocent  of  these  affections,  but  read  with 
such  an  indifferency  as  if  they  did  not  understand 
the  language,  may  then  be  informed  of  the  art  of 
reading  movingly  and  fervently,  how  to  place 
the  emphasis,  and  give  the  proper  accent  to  each 
word,  and  how  to  vary  the  voice  according  to  the 
nature  of  the  sentence.  There  is  certainly  a  very 
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great  difSrentse  between  the  Teading  arprayer  and 
a*  ^leette,  whioh  I  begiof  you  to  inform  a  set  of 
readeriE^who  affeet,  forsooth,  a  certain;  gentleman- 
like &miliari^  of  tone,. and  mend  the  language 
as  they  ^  on^  cpying^  instead  of  ^  pardoneth  and 
abaolvem,'  *' pardons  and^  absolves.'  These  are 
often  pretty  ctassiicai  scholars^  and  would  think  it 
an  unpmlDnahle  sinito  read  Virgil  or  Martial  with 
so  littUe  tasEte  as  they  do  divine  service; 

^Thiff  indifibnency  seems  to  me  to  arise  from 
the  endeavxmr  €^:i»yoidingthe  imputation  of  cant^ 
and  the  felse  notion  of  it  It  will  oe  proper  there*- 
fore  to  trace  the  original  and  signifioation  of  this 
word.  Cant  i^.  by  some  people,  derived  from 
one  Andrew  Gant,  who,  they  say,. was  a  presby- 
terian  minister  in  some  illiterate  part  of  Scotland, 
who: by  exercise anduse  had  obtiained  the  faculty,; 
alias  gift>  of  talking. in  die  pulpit  in  such  a  dia-p 
lect,  that  it  is  said*  ne  was  understood  by  none 
but  his  own  consre^tion^  and  not  by  all  of  them. 
Since  Mr.  Cant^  time  it  has  heen  understood  in« 
a  larger  sense,  and  signifiesi  all  sudden  exclama- 
tions, whining^  unusual  tones^  and,  in  fine,  all 
praying  and  preachine  like  the  unlearned  of  the 
presbyterians.  But  I  hope  a  proper  elevation 
of  voice,,  a;  due  emphasis  and  accent,  are  not  to 
come  within  this  description:  so  that  our  readers 
may  still- be  as  unlike  the  presbyterians  as  they 

f  lipase.  The  dissenters  (I  mean  such  as  I  have 
card)  do  indeed  elevate  their  voices,  but  it  is 
with  sudden  jumps  from  the  lower  to  the  hiffher 
part  of  them;  and  that  with  so  little  sense  or  skill,, 
that  their  elevation  and  cadence  is  bawling,  and 
muttering;  They  make  use  of  an  emphasis^  but 
so  improperly,  Uiat  it  is  often  placea  on  some 


very  insignificant  particle,  as  upon  if  or  and. 
Now  if  these  improprieties  have  so  ereat  an  effect 
on  the  people^  as^  we  seo-they  have,  How  great  an 
influence  would  the  service  of  our  church,  con- 
taining* the  bestprayer*  that  ever  were  composed, 
and  that,  in  terms  most  affeeting,,  most  humble, 
and  most  expressive  of  our  wants,  and  dependence 
oa  the  object  of  our  wor^ip^  disposeaan  most 
proper  order^.and  void,  of  all  confusion;,  what  in- 
fluence,,! sayv  would  these  prayers^  hav%  were 
they  delivered  with  a  due  emphasis,,  an  apposite 
rising  and  variation  of  voice,  the  sentence  eon- 
oludediwith  a  gentle  cadence,and,  in.a.word;  with* 
such/  an  aecent  and:  turn  of  speeeh^ashis  peculiar  to 
pra3^er. 

^  As  the  matter  of  worship  is  now  mana^^  in* 
dissenting  congregations^  you:  find  insignificant- 
words  and' phrases  raised  by  a  lively  vehemencei^ 
in  our  own  churches^  the  most  exalted  sense  de- 
preciated, by  a  dispassionate  indolence.  I  re- 
member to  have  heard  Dr.  S e  say  in.his  pul- 

pit>  of  the  Gommon  Prayer,  that,  at  least,  it  was 
as  perfect  as  any  thing  of  human  institution.  If 
the  gentlemen  who  err  in:  this  kind'would  pliease 
to  recollect  the  many  pleasantries  they  have  read- 
upon  those  who  recite  good  things  with  an  ill 
grace,  thev  would  go  on  to  think  that  what  in  that 
case  is  only  ridiculous,  in  themselves  is  impious. 
But  leaving  this  to  their  own  reflections,  I  shall 
conclude  this  trouble  with  what  Csssar  said  upoa 
the  irr^ffularity  of  tone  in  one  who  read  belore 
him,  "Ik)  you  read  or  sing?  if  you  sing,,  you 
sing  very  ill.^'' 

<  Your  most  humble  servant.^ 

8TEEI.E.  T 
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MONDAY,  AUGUST  20. 

^^^-Extmptajuvatf  pints  ^pbmbus  una.        Hos.  ip. 
Better  one  thorn  plucked  out,  than  all  remam. 

Mt  correspondents  assure  me  that  the  enormi- 
ties which  they  lately  complained  of,  and  I  pub- 
lished an  account  of,  are  so  far  from  being  amend- 
ed, that  new  evils  arise  every  day  to  interrupt 
their  conversation,  in  contempt  oi  my  reproofs. 
My  friend,  who  writes  from  the  coffee-house  near 
the  Temple,  informs  me,  that  the  gentleman  who 
constantly  sings  a  voluntary  in  spite  of  the  whole 
company,  was  more  musical  than  ordinary  after 
readmg  my  paper  (No.  145) ;  and  has  not  been  con- 
tented with  that,  but  has  danced  up  to  the  glass  in 
the  middle  of  the  room,  and  practised  minuet-steps 
to  his  own  humming.  The  incorrigible  creature 
has  gone  still  farther,  and  in  the  open  coffee- 
house, with  one  hand  extended  as  leading  a  lady 
in  it,  he  has  danced  both  French  and  country- 
dances,  and  admonished  his  supposed  partner  by 
smiles  and  nods  to  hold  up  her  head  ana  fall  back, 
according  to  the  respective  facings  and  evolutions 
of  the  dance.  Before  this  gentleman  began  this 
his  exercise,  he  was  pleased  to  clear  his  throat  by 
coughing  and  spitting  a  full  half-hour;  and  as  soon 
as  he  struck  up,  he  appealed  to  an  attorney's 
clerk  in  the  room,  whether  he  hit  as  he  ought, 
Since  you  from  }ieath  have  saved  me?  and  men 
asked  the  young  fellow,  pointing  to  a  chancery- 
bill  under  his  arm,  whether  that  was  an  opera 
score  he  carried  or  not?  Without  staying  for  an 
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answer,  he  fell  into  the  exercise  above-mentioned, 
and  practised  his  airs  to  the  full  house,  who  were 
turned  upon  him,  without  the  least  shame  or  re- 
pentance for  his  former  transgressions. 

I  am  to  the  last  degree  at  a  loss  what  to  do  with 
this  young  fellow,  except  1  declare  him  an  out- 
law, and  pronounce  it  penal  for  any  one  to  speak 
to  him  in  the  said  house  which  he  frequents,  and 
direct  that  he  be  obliged  to  drink  his  tea  and 
coffee  without  sugary  and  not  receive  from  any 
person  whatsoever  any  thing  above  mere  neces< 
saries« 

As  we  in  England  area  sober  people,  andgeiH 
erally  inclined: rather  to  a  certain  bashfulnes^  of 
behaviour  ia  public,  it  is^  amazine  whence  some 
fellows  come  whom  one  meets  with- in  this  town; 
they  do  not  at  all  seem  to  be  the  growth  of  oup 
island;  the  pert,  the  talkative^  all  such  as  have  no 
sense  of  the  observation  of  others,  are  certainly 
of  foreign  extraction.  As  for  my  part,  1  am  as 
much  surprised  when  1  see  a  talkative  English- 
man, as  I  should  be  to  see  the  Indian  nine  grow- 
ing on  one  of  our  quickset  hedges*  Where  these: 
creatures  get  sun  enough  to  make  them  such, 
lively  animals  and  dull  men,  is  above  my  phi- 
losophy. 

There  are  another  kind  of  impertinents  which' 
a  man  is  perplexed  with  in- mixed' company,  and' 
those  are  your  loud  speakers^  these  treat  man- 
kind as  if  we  were  all  deaf;  they  do  not  express- 
but  declare  themselves.  Man^r  of  these  are  suil- 
tv  of  this  outrage  out  of  vanity,  becaiise  mey 
think  all  they  say  is  well;  or  that  they  have  their 
own  persons  in  such  veneration,  that  they  believe 
nothing  which  concerns  them  can  be  insignificant 
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to  any  body  else.  For  these  people's  sake,  I  have 
often  lamented  that  we  can  not  close  our  ears 
with  as  much  ease  as  we  can  our  eyes:  it  is  very 
uneasy  that  we  must  necessarily  be  under  perse- 
cution. Next  to  these  bawlers,  is  a  troublesome 
creature  who  comes  with  the  air  of  your  friend 
and  your  intimate,  and  that  is  your  whisperer. 
There  is  one  of  them  at  a  coffee-house,  which  1 
myself  freauent,  who  observing  me  to  be  a  man 
pretty  well  made  for  secrets,  gets  by  me,  and 
with  a  whisper  tellg  me  things  which  all  the  town 
knows.  It  is  no  very  hard  matter  to  guess  at  the 
source  of  this  impertinence,  which  is  nothing  else 
but  a  method  or  mechanic  art  of  being  wise.  You 
never  see  any  frequent  in  it,  whom  you  can  sup- 
pose to  have  any  thing  in  the  world  to  do.  These 
persons  are  worse  than  bawlers;  as  much  as  a  se- 
cret enemy  is  more  dangerous  than  a  declared 
one.  1  wish  this  my  coffee-house  friend  would 
take  this  for  an  intimation,  that  I  have  not  heard 
one  word  he  has  told  me  for  these  several  years; 
whereas  he  now  thinks  me  the  most  trusty  re- 
pository of  his  secrets.  The  whisperers  have  a 
pleasant  way  of  ending  the  close  conversation, 
with  saying  aloud,  <  Do  not  you  think  so?'  then 
whisper  again,  and  then  aloud,  *  But  you  know 
that  person;'  then  whisper  again.  The  thing 
would  be  well  enough,  if  they  whispered  to  keep 
the  folly  of  what  they  say  among  friends;  but, 
alas,  they  do  it  to  preserve  the  importance  of 
their  thoughts.  I  am  sure  I  could  name  you 
more  than  one  person,  whom  no  man  living  ever 
heard  talk  upon  any  subject  in  nature,  or  ever 
in  his  whole  life  with  a  book  in  his  hand,  that,  I 
know  not  how,  can  whisper  something  like  know- 
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Jed^e  of  what  haid  and  does  pass  in  the  world; 
which  you  would  think  he  learned  from  some  fa- 
miliar spirit  that  did  not  think  him  worthy  to 
receive  the  whole  story.  But  in  truth  whisperers 
deal  only  in  half  accounts  of  what  they  entertain 
you  with.  A  great  help  to  their  discourse  is, 
*  That  the  town  says,  and  people  begin  to  talk 
very  freely,  and  they  had  it  irom  persons  too 
considerable  to  be  named,  what  they  will  tell  you 
when  things  are  riper.'  My  friend  has  winked 
upon  me  every  day  since  1  came  to  town  last, 
and  has  communicated  to  me  as  a  secret,  that  he 
designed  in  a  very  short  time  to  tell  me  a  secret; 
but  I  shall  know  what  he  means,  he  now  assures 
me,  in  less  than  a  fortnight's  time. 

But  I  must  not  omit  the  dearer  part  of  man- 
kind, I  mean  the  ladies,  to  take  up  a  whole  pa- 
per upon  grievances  which  concern  the  men  only; 
but  shall  humbly  propose,  that  we  change  fools 
for  an  experiment  only.  A  certain  set  of  ladies 
complain  they  are  frequently  perplexed  with  a 
visitant,  who  affects  to  be  wiser  than  they  are; 
which  character  he  hopes  to  preserve  by  an  ob- 
stinate gravity,  and  great  guard  against  discover- 
ing his  opinion  upon  any  occasion  whatsoever. 
A  painfulsjlence  has  hitherto  gained  him  no  far- 
ther advantage,  than  that  as  he  might,  if  he  had 
behaved  himself  with  freedom,  been  excepted 
against;  but  as  to  this  and  that  particular,  he  now 
offends  in  the  whole.  To  relieve  these  ladies, 
my  good  friends  and  correspondents,  1  shall  ex- 
change my  dancing  outlaw  tor  their  dumb  visit- 
ant, and  assign  the  silent  gentleman  all  the  haunts 
of  the  dancer:  in  order  to  which,  I  have  sent  them 
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by  the  penny-post  the  following  letters  for  their 
conduct  in  their  new  conversations. 

*  SIR, 

*  I  have,  you  may  be  sure,  heard  of  your  irre- 
gularities, without  regard  to  my  observations 
upon  you;  but  shall  not  treat  you  with  so  much 
rigour  as  you  deserve-  If  you  will  give  yourself 
the  trouble  to  repair  to  the  place  mentioned  in 
the  postscript*  to  this  letter,  at  seven  this  eve- 
nine,  you  will  be  conducted  into  a  spacious  room 
well  lighted,  where  there  are  ladies  and  music. 
You  will  see  a  young  lady  laughing  next  the 
window  to  the  street;  you  may  take  her  out,  for 
she  loves  you  as  well  as  she  does  any  man,  though 
she  never  saw  you  before.  She  never  thought  in 
her  life,  any  more  than  yourself.  She  will  not  be 
surprised  when  you  accost  her,  norlconcerned 
when  you  leave  her.  Hasten  from  a  place  where 
you  are  laughed  at.  to  one  where  you  will  be  ad- 
mired. You  are  of  no  consequence;  therefore  go 
where  you  will  be  welcome  for  being  so. 

*  Your  most  humble  servant' 

^SIR, 

*  The  ladies  whom  you  visit,  think  a  wise  man 
the  most  impertinent  creature  living:  therefore 
V^ou  can  not  be  offended  that  they  are  displeased 
with  you.  Why  will  you  take  pains  to  appear 
wise  where  you  would  not  be  the  more  esteemed 
for  being  really  so?   Come  to  us;  forget  the  gig- 

*  No  postscript  was  printed  with  this  letter^  it  roaj, 
therefore,  be  supposed  to  have  contuned  matter  mereljof 
A  priyate  nature  or  personal  implication. 
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glers;  and  let  your  inclination  go  along  with  you, 
whether  you  speak  or  are  silent;  and  let  all  such 
women  as  are  in  a  clan  or  sisterhood  go  their  own 
way,  there  is  no  room  for  you  in  that  company, 
who  are  of  the  common  taste  of  the  sex. 

*  For  women  bom  to  be  controll'd. 
Stoop  to  the  forward  and  the  bold: 
Affect  the  haughty  and  the  proud. 
The  gay,  the  frolic,  and  the  loud.*     Waller. 
STEELE.  T. 
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Cut  in  manu  ait  quern  ease  demerUem  velit. 
Quern  aapere^  quern  aaneuii  quern  in  morhum  iryieiy 
Quern  contrd  amari,  quern  accersirif  quern  expeti, 

Cecil,  apud  Tull* 

Who  has  it  in  her  power  to  make  any  man  mad,  or  in. his 
senses;  sick,  or  m  health;  and  who  can  choose  the  ob- 
ject of  her  ajQTections  at  pleasure. 

The  following  letter  and  my  answer  shall  take 
up  the  present  speculation. 

*MR.  SPECTATOR, 

*  I  am  the  young  widow  of  a  country  gentle- 
man, who  has  left  me  entire  mistress  of  a  large 
fortune,  which  he  agreed  to  as  an  equivalent  lor 
the  difference  in  our  years.  In  these  circum- 
stances, it  is  not  extraordinary  to  have  a  crowd 
of  admirers;  which  I  have  abridged  in  my  own 
thoughts,  and  reduced  to  a  couple  of  candidates 
only,  both  young,  and  neither  of  them:  disa^^- 
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able  in  their  persons,  according  to  the  common 
way  of  computing:  in  one  the  estate  more  than 
deserves  my  fortune,  in  the  other  my  fortune 
more  than  deserves  the  estate.  When  I  consider 
the  first,  I  own  1  am  so  far  a  woman  I  can  not 
avoid  being  delighted  with  the  thoughts  of  living 
great;  but  tnen  he  seems  to  receive  such  a  degree 
of  courage  from  the  knowledge  of  what  he  has, 
he  looks  as  if  he  was  going  to  confer  an  obliga- 
tion on  me;  and  the  readiness  he  accosts  me  with, 
makes  me  jealous  1  am  only  hearing  a  repetition 
of  the  same  things  he  has  said  to  a  nundred  wo- 
men before.  When  1  consider  the  other,  1  see 
myself  approached  with  so  much  modesty  and 
respect,  and  such  a  doubt  of  himself,  as  betrays, 
methinks,  an  affection  within,  and  a  belief  at  the 
same  time  that  he  himself  would  be  the  only 
gainer  by  my  consent.  What  an  unexceptionable 
husband  could  I  make  out  of  both!  But  since  that 
is  impossible,  1  beg  to  be  conducted  by  your 
opinion;  it  is  absolutely  in  your  pov^er  to  dis- 
pose of 

*  Your  most  obedient  servant, 

*  Sylvia.' 

MADAM, 

You  do  me  great  honour  in  your  application  to 
me  on  this  important  occasion:  I  shall  therefore 
talk  to  you  with  the  tenderness  of  a  father,  in 
gratitude  for  your  giving  me  the  authority  of  one. 
You  do  not  seem  to  make  any  great  distinction 
between  these  gentlemen  as  to  their  persons:  the 
whole  question  lies  upon  their  circumstances  and 
behaviour.  If  the  one  is  less  respectful  because 
he  is  rich,  and  the  other  more  obsequious  because 
he  is  not  so^  they  are  in  that  point  moved  by  the 
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same  principle,  the  consideration  of  fortune;  and 
you  must  place  them  in  each  other's  circumstan- 
ces, before  you  can  judge  of  their  inclination.  To 
avoid  confusion  in  discussing  this  point,  I  will 
call  the  richer  man  Strephon,  and  the  other  Flo- 
rio. — If  you  believe  Florio  with  Strephon's  estate 
would  behave  himself  as  he  does  now,  Florio  is 
certainly  your  man;  but  if  you  think  Strephon, 
were  he  in  Florio's  condition,  would  be  as  obse- 
quious as  Florio  is  now,  you  ought  for  your  own 
sake  to  choose  Strephon;  for  where  the  men  are 
equal,  there  is  no  doubt  riches  ought  to  be  a  rea- 
son for  preference.  After  this  manner,  my  dear 
child,  I  would  have  you  abstract  them  from  their 
circumstances;  for  you  are  to  take  it  for  granted, 
that  he  who  is  very  humble  only  because  he  is 
poor,  is  the  very  same  man  in  nature  with  him 
who  is  haughty  because  he  is  rich. 

When  you  have  gone  thus  far,  as  to  consider 
the  figure  they  make  towards  you,  you  will 
please,  my  dear,  next  to  consider  the  appearance 
you  make  towards  them.  If  they  are  men  of  dis- 
cerning, they  can  observe  the  motives  of  your 
heart;  and  Florio  can  see  when  he  is  disregarded 
only  upon  account  of  fortune,  which  makes  you 
to  him  a  mercenary  creature;  and  you  are  still 
the  same  thing  to  Strephon,  in  taking  him  for 
his  wealth  only:  you  are  therefore  to  consider 
whether  you  had  rather  oblige,  than  receive  an  ob- 
ligation. 

j^he  marriage  life  is  always  an  insipid,  a  vexa- 
tious, or  a  happy  condition.  The  first  is,  when 
two  people  of  no  genius  or  taste  for  themselves 
meet  together,  upon  such  a  settlement  as  has  been 
thought  reasonable  by  parents  and  conveyancers. 
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from  an  exact  valuation  of  the  land  and  cash  of 
both  parties.  In  this  case  the  young  lady's  per- 
son is  no  more  regarded  than  tne  house  and  the, 
improvements  in  the  purchase  of  an  estate;  but 
she  goes  with  her  fortune,  rather  than  her  fortune 
with  her.  These  make  up  the  crowd  or  vulgar 
of  the  rich,  and  fill  up  the  lumber  of  human  race 
without  beneficence  towards  those  below  them, 
or  respect  towards  those  above  them;  and  lead  a 
despicable,  independent,  and  useless  life,  without 
sense  of  the  laws  of  kindness,  good -nature,  mu- 
tual offices,  and  the  elegant  satisfactions  which 
flow  from  reason  and  virtue. 

The  vexatious  life  arises  from  a  conjunction  of 
two  people  of  quick  taste  and  resentment,  put  to- 
geUier  for  reasons  well  known  to  their  friends, 
m  which  especial  care  is  taken  to  avoid  (what 
they  think  tnechief  of  evils)  poverty,  and  insure 
to  them  riches,  with  every  evil  besides.  These 
good  people  live  in  a  constant  constraint  before 
company,  and  too  great  familiarity  alone.  When 
they  are  within  ooservation  they  fret  at  each 
other's  carriage  and  behaviour;  when  alone  they 
revile  each  other's  person  and  conduct:  in  com- 
pany they  are  in  a  purgatory;  when  only  toge- 
ther, in  a  hell. 

The  happy  marriage  is,  where  two  persons 
meet,  and  voluntarily  make  choice  of  each  other, 
without  principally  regarding  or  neglecting  the 
circumstances  of  fortune  or  beauty.  These  may 
still  love  in  spite  of  adversity  or  sickness;  the 
former  we  may  in  some  measure  defend  ourselves 
from,  the  other  is  the  portion  of  our  very  make. 
When  you  have  a  true  notion  of  this  sort  of  pas- 
sion, your  humour  of  living  great  will  vanish  out 
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of  your  imagination,  and  you  will  find  love  nas 
nothing;  to  do  with  state.  Solitude,  with  tibe 
person  oeloved,  has  a  pleasure,  even  in  a  woman's 
mind,  beyond  show  or  pomp.  You  are  there- 
fore to  consider  which  of  your  lovers  will  like 
you  best  undressed,  which  will  bear  with  you 
most  when  out  of  humour:  and  your  way  to  this 
is  to  ask  of  yourself,  which  of  them  you  value 
most  for  his  own  sake?  and  by  that  judge  which 
gives  the  greater  instances  of  his  valuing  you  for 
yourself  only. 

After  you  have  expressed  some  sense  of  the 
humble  approach  of  Florio,  and  a  little  disdain 
at  Strephon's  assurance  in  his  address,  you  cry 
out,  "  What  an  unexceptionable  husband  could  I 
make  out  of  both ! "  It  would  therefore,  methinks, 
be  a  good  way  to  determine  yourself:  take  him 
in  whom  what  you  like  is  not  transferable  to  ano- 
ther: for  if  you  choose  otherwise,  there  is  no 
hopes  your  husband  will  ever  have  what  you 
liked  in  his  rival,  but  intrinsic  qualities  in  one 
man  may  very  probably  purchase  every  thing 
that  is  adventitious  in  another.  In  plainer  terms, 
he  whom  you  take  for  his  personal  perfections 
will  sooner  arrive  at  the  gifts  of  fortune,  than  he 
whom  you  take  for  the  sake  of  his  fortune  attain 
to  personal  perfections.  If  Strephon  is  not  as  ac- 
complished and  agreeable  as  Florio,  marriage  to 
you  will  never  make  him  so;  but  marriage  to  you  . 
may  make  Florio  as  rich  as  Strephon;  tnereiore 
to  make  a  sure  purchase,  employ  fortune  upon  . 
certainties,  but  do  not  sacrifice  certainties  to  for- 
tune.        "  I  am  your  most  obedient, 

humble  servant, 

STEELE.  T, 

Vol.  m— 14 


SIO'  THE  SPECTATOB;  l«Fo.  15&. 


No.  150.    WEDNESDAY,  AUGUST  22. 

I^l  habet  infeUx  paupertas  durius  in  se, 

Quam  quod  ridiculoa  homines  facit Jo  v.  Sat. 

Want  is  the  scorn  of  every  wealthy  fool. 

And  wit  in  rags  is  turn'd  to  ridicule.      Drtsbf. 

As  1  was  walkinfj  in  my  chamber  the  morning 
before  1  went  last  into  the  country,  I  heard  the 
hawkers,  with  great  vehemence,  crying  about  a 
paper,  entitled,  The  ninety-nine  plagues  of  an 
empty  purse.  1  had  indeed  some  time  before 
observed,  that  the  orators  of  Grub-street  had  dealt 
very  much  in  plagues.  They  have  already  pub- 
lished in  the  same  month,  The  plagues  of  matri- 
mony, .The  plagues  of  a  single  lite.  The  nine- 
teen plagues  of  a  chambermaid,  The  plagues  of 
a  coachman.  The  plagues  of  a  footman,  and  The 
plague  of  places.  TPhe  success  these  several 
plagues  met  with,  probably  gave  occasion  to  the 
above-mentioned  poem  on  an  empty  purse.  How- 
ever that  be,  the  same  noise  so  frequently  repeal- 
ed under  my  window,  drew  me  insensibly  to 
think  on  some  of  those  inconveniences  and  mor- 
tifications which  usually  attend  on  poverty,  and 
in  short  gave  birth  to  the  present  speculation; 
for,  after  my  fancy  had  run  over  the  most  obvi- 
ous and  common  calamities  which  men  of  mean 
fortunes  are  liable  to,  it  descended  to  those  little 
insults  and  contempts  which,  though  they  may 
seem  to  dwindle  into  nothing  when  a  man  oflfei^ 
to  describe  them,  are  perhaps  in  themselves  more 
cutting  and  insupportable  than  the  former.  Ju- 
venal^ with  a  great  deal  of  humour  and  reason. 
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tells  us,  that  nothing  bore  harder  upon  a  poor 
man  in  his  time,  than  the  continual  ridicule 
which  his  habit  and  dress  afforded  to  the  beaux 
of  Rome. 

Quid,  quod  tnaieriam  praehet  eausasguejocorum 

Omnibus  hie  idem;  sifizda  et  sdssa  kuima. 

Si  toga  scordidula  est,  et  ruptd  ealceus  alter 

PeUe  patet,  vel  si  consuto  vukiere  crassum 

Mque  receits  Knum  ostendit  rum  una  cicairix,    Juy.  Sat. 

Add,  that  the  rich  have  still  a  gibe  in  istore, 

And  win  be  monstrous  witty  on  the  poor; 

For  the  torn  surtout  and  the  tatter*d  vest. 

The  wretch  and  all  his  wai'drobe  are  a  jest; 

The  g^asy  g^wn  suMi'd  with  often  turning, 

Gives  a  good  hint  to  say  the  man's  in  mourning; 

Or  if  the  shoe  be  ript,  or  patch  is  put. 

He's  wounded!  see  the  plaster  on  his  foot.     Dbtokh^. 

It  is  on  this  occasion  that  he  afterwards  adds  the 
reflection  which  I  have  chosen  for  my  motto, 

*  Want  is  the  scorn  of  every  wealthy  fool, 

And  wit  in  rags  is  tum'd  to  ridicule.*      Drtden. 

It  must  be  confessed,  that  few  things  make  a 
man  appear  more  despicable,  or  more  prejudice 
his  hearers  against  what  he  is  going  to  offer,  than 
an  awkward  or  pitiful  dress:  insomuch  that  I  fan- 
CJ7,  had  Tully  himself  pronounced  one  of  his  ora- 
tions with  a  blanket  about  his  shoulders,  more 
people  would  have  laughed  at  his  dress  than  have 
admired  his  eloquence.  This  last  reflection  made 
me  wonder  at  a  set  of  men,  who,  without  being 
subjected  to  it  by  the  unkindness  of  their  for- 
tunes, are  contented  to  draw  upon  themselves 
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the  ridicule  of  the  world  in  this  particular:  I 
mean  such  as  take  it  into  their  heads,  that  the  first 
re^lar  step  to  be  a  wit  is  to  commence  a  sloven. 
It  is  certain  nothing  has  so  much  debased  that, 
which  must  have  been  otherwise  so  great  a  cha- 
racter; and  I  know  not  how  to  account  for  it, 
unless  it  may  possibly  be  in  complaisance  to 
those  narrow  mmds  who  can  have  no  notion  of 
the  same  person's  possessing  difierent  accomplish- 
ments; or  that  it  is  a  sort  of  sacrifice  whicksome 
men  are  contented  to  make  to  calumny,  by  al- 
lowing it  to  fasten  on  one  part  of  their  character, 
while  they  are  endeavouring  to  establish  another. 
Yet,  however  unaccountable  this  foolish  custom 
is,  I  am  afraid  it  could  plead  a  long  prescription; 
and  probably  give  too  much  occasion  for  the  vul- 

far  definition  still  remaining  among  us  of  an 
eathen  philosopher. 

1  have  seen  tne  speech  of  a  terrae-filius,  spo- 
ken in  King  Charles  IPs  reign;  in  which  he  de- 
scribes two  very  eminent  men,  who  were  per- 
haps the  greatest  scholars  of  their  age;  and  after 
having  mentioned  the  entire  friendship  between 
them,  concludes,  that  *  they  had  but  one  mind, 
one  purse,  one  chamber,  and  one  hat'  The  men 
of  business  were  also  infected  with  a  sort  of  sin- 
gularity little  better  than  this.  1  have  heard  my 
lather  say  that  a  broad-brimmed  hat,  short  hair, 
and  an  unfolded  nandkerchief,  were  in  his  time 
absolutely  necessary  to  denote  a  notable  man;  and 
that  he  had  known  two  or  three  who  aspired  to 
the  character  of  very  notable,  wear  shoe-strings 
with  great  success. 

To  the  honour  of  our  present  age  it  must  be 
allowed  that  some  of  our  greatest  geniuses  foi 
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wit  and  business  have  almost  entirely  broke  the 
neck  of  these  absurdities. 

Victor,  after  having  despatched  the  most  im* 
portant  affairs  of  the  commonwealth,  has  appear- 
ed at  an  assembly,  where  all  the  ladies  have  de- 
clared him  the  genteelest  man  in  the  company; 
and  in  Atticus,  though  every  way  one  of  the 
greatest  geniuses  the  age  has  produced,  one  sees 
nothing  particular  in  his  dress  or  carriage  to  de- 
note his  pretensions  to  wit  and  learning:  so  that 
at  present  a  man  may  venture  to  cock  up  his  hat, 
and  wear  a  fashionable  wig,  without  being  taken 
for  a  rake  or  a  fool. 

The  medium  between  a  fop  and  a  sloven  is  what 
a  man  of  sense  would  endeavour  to  keep;  yet  I 
remember  Mr.  Osborn  advises  his  son  to  appear 
in  his  habit  rather  above  than  below  his  fortune; 
and  tells  him  that  he  will  find  a  handsome  suit 
of  clothes  always  procure  some  additional  re- 
spect I  have  indeed  myself  observed  that  my 
banker  ever  bows  lowest  to  me  when  I  wear  my 
full-bottomed  wig;  and  writes  me  Mr.  or  Esq. 
accordingly  as  he  sees  me  dressed. 

1  shall  conclude  this  paper  with  an  adventure 
which  I  was  myself  an  eye-witness  of  very  lately. 

1  happened,  the  other  day,  to  call  in  at  a  celie*- 
brated  coffee-house  near  the  Temple.  1  had  not 
been  there  long  when  there  came  in  an  elderly 
man  very  meanly  dressed,  and  sat  down  by  me; 
he  had  a  threadbare  loose  coat  on,  which  it  was 
plain  he  wore  to  keep  himself  warm,  and  not  to 
favour  hisundersuit,  which  seemed  to  have  been 
at  least  its  contemporary;  his  short  wig  and  hat 
were  both  answerable  to  the  rest  of  his  apparel. 
He  was  no  sooner  seated  than  he  called  for  a  dish 
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of  tea;  but  as  several  gentlemen  in  the  room 
wanted  other  things,  the  boys  of  the  house  did 
not  think  themselves  at  leisure  to  mind  him.  I 
could  observe  the  old  fellow  was  very  uneasy  at 
the  affront,  and  at  his  being  obliged  to  repeat  his 
commands  several  times  to  no  purpose;  till  at  last 
one  of  the  lads  presented  him  with  some  stale  tea 
in  a  broken  dish,  accompanied  with  a  plate  of 
brown  sugar,  which  so  raised  his  indignation, 
that  after  several  obliging  appellations  of  dog  and 
rascal,  he  asked  him  aloud  before  the  whole  compa- 
ny, <  Why  he  must  be  used  with  less  re^spect  than 
that  fop  there?'  pointing  to  a  well-dressed  young 
gentleman  who  was  drinking  tea  at  the  opposite 
table.  The  boy  of  the  house  replied  with  a  great 
deal  of  pertness,  that  his  master  had  two  sorts  of 
customers;  and  that  the  gentleman  at  the  other 
table  had  given  him  many  a  sixpence  for  wiping 
his  shoes.  By  this  time  the  young  Templar,  who 
found  his  honour  concerned  in  the  dispute,  and 
that  the  eyes  of  the  whole  coffee-house  were  upon 
him,  had  thrown  aside  a  paper  he  had  in  his  hand, 
and  was  coming  towards  us,  while  we  at  the  ta- 
ble made  what  liaste  we  could  to  get  away  from 
the  impending  quarrel,  but  were  all  of  us  sur- 
prised to  see  him  as  he  approached  nearer  put  on 
an  air  of  deference  and  respect  To  whom  the 
old  man  said,  *  Hark  you,  sirrah,  1  will  pay  off 
your  extravagant  bills  once  more;  but  will  take 
effectual  care  for  the  future,  that  your  prodigality 
shall  not  spirit  up  a  parcel  of  rascals  to  insult 
your  father.^ 

Though  I  by  no  means  approve  either  the  im- 
pudence of  the  servants  or  the  extravagance  oi 
the .  SOD^  I  can  not  but  think  the  old  gentleman 
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was  in  some  measure  justly  served  for  walking 
in  masquerade;  I  mean  appearing  in  dress  so 
much  beneath  his  quality  and  estate. 

BUDOELL.  X. 
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Maximaa  vertuiesjaeere  omnea  neeesae  est  vohptate  dominanie* 

TULL.   DX  YIV. 

In  the  pursuit  of  pleasure,  the  greatest  virtues  lie  neglected. 

I  KNOW  no  one  character  that  gives  reason  a 
greater  sljock,  at  the  same  time  that  it  presents  a 
eood  ridiculous  image  to  the  imagination,  than 
tnat  of  a  man  of  wit  and  pleasure  about  the  town. 
This  description  of  a  man  of  fashion,  spoken  by 
some  with  a  mixture  of  scorn  and  ridicule,  by 
others  with  great  gravity  as  a  laudable  distinc- 
tion, is  in  every  body's  mouth  that  spends  any 
time  in  conversation.  My  friend  Will  Honey- 
comb has  this  expression  very  frequently,  and  1 
never  could  understand  by  tne  story  which  fol- 
lows, upon  his  mention  of  such  a  one,  but  that 
his  man  of  wit  and  pleasure  was  either  a  drunk- 
ard too  old  for  wencninff,  or  a  young  lewd  fellow 
with  some  liveliness,  who  liould  converse  with 
you,  receive  kind  offices  of  you,  and  at  the  same 
time  debauch  your  sister,  or  lie  with  your  wife. 
According  to  nis  description,  a  man  of  wit  when 
he  could  have  wenches  lor  crowns  a-piece,  which 
he  liked  quite  as  well,  would  be  so  extravuRnt 
as  to  bribe  servants,  make  false  friendshinjLJMlit 
relations:  1  say,  according  to  him,  plain  ftlfSkt 
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pie  vice  was  too  little  for  a  man  of  wit  and  plea- 
sure; but  he  would  leave  an  easy  and  accessible 
wickedness,  to  come  at  the  same  thing  with  only 
the  addition  of  certain  falsehood  and  possible 
murder.  Will  thinks  the  town  grown  very  dull, 
in  that  we  do  not  hear  so  much  as  we  usedf  to  do 
of  these  coxcombs,  whom,  without  observing  it, 
he  describes  as  the  most  infamous  rogues  in  na- 
ture, with  relation  to  friendship,  love,  or  conver- 
sation. 

When  pleasure  is  made  the  chief  pursuit  of 
life,  it  win  necessarily  follow  that  such  monsters 
as  these  will  arise  from  a  constant  application  to 
such  blandishments  as  naturally  root  out  the 
force  of  reason  and  reflection,  and  substitute  in 
their  place  a  general  impatience  of  thought  and 
a  constant  pruriency  of  inordinate  desire. 

Pleasure,  when  it  is  a  man's  chief  purpose,  dis- 
appoints itself,  and  the  constant  application  to  it 
palls  the  faculty  of  enjoying  it,  though  it  leaves 
the  sense  of  our  inability  for  that  we  wish,  with 
a  disrelish  of  every  thing  else.  Thus  the  inter- 
mediate seasons  oi  the  man  of  pleasure,  are  more 
heavy  than  one  would  impose  upon  the  vilest  cri- 
minal. Take  him  when  he  is  awaked  too  soon 
after  a  debauch,  or  disappointed  in  following  a 
worthless  woman  without  truth,  and  there  is  no 
man  living  whose  being  is  such  a  weight  or  vex- 
ation  as  his  is.  He  is  an  utter  stranger  to  the 
pleasing  reflections  in  the  evening  of  a  well-spent 
day,  or  the  gladness  of  heart,  or  quickness  ofspi-. 
rit  in  the  morning  after  profound  sleep  or  inao- 
lent  slumbers.  He  is  not  to  be  at  ease  any  longer 
than*he  cian  keep  reason  and  good  sense  without  >. 
/iiMifrltins^  otherwise  he  wiu  be.  haunted,  with  > 
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the  reflection,  that  he  could  not  believe  such  a 
one  the  woman  that  upon  trial  he  found  her. 
What  has  he  got  by  his  conquest,  but  to  think 
meanly  of  her,  for  whom  a  day  or  two  before  he 
had  the  highest  honour?  and  of  himself  for,  per- 
haps, wronging  the  man  whom  of  all  men  living 
he  himself  would  least  willingly  have  injured. 

Pleasure  seizes  the  whole  man  who  addicts 
himself  to  it,  and  will  not  give  him  leisure  for  any 
good  ofiBce  in  life  which  contradicts  the  gaiety 
of  the  present  hour.  You  may  indeed  observe  in 
people  of  pleasure  a  certain  complacency  and  ab- 
sence of  all  severity,  which  the  habit  of  a  loose 
unconcerned  life  gives  them;  but  tell  the  man  of 
pleasure  your  secret  wants,  cares*,  or  sorrows,  and 
you  will  find  he  has  given  up  the  delicacy  of  his 
passions  to  the  cravings  of  his  appetites.  He  lit- 
tle knows  the  perfect  joy  he  loses  for  the  disap- 
pointing gratifications  which  he  pursues.  He 
looks  at  pleasure  as  she  approaches,  and  comes  to 
him  with  the  recommendation  of  warm  wishes, 
gay  looks  and  graceful  motion;  but  he  does  not 
observe  how  she  leaves  his  presence  with  disor- 
der, impotence,  downcast  shame,  and  conscious 
imperfection.  She  makes  our  youth  inglorious, 
our  ace  shameful. 

Will  Honeycomb  gives  us  twenty  intimations 
in  an  evening  of  several  hags  whose  bloom  was 
given  up  to  his  arms;  and  would  raise  a  value  to 
himself  for  having  had,  as  the  phrase  is,  very 
good  women.  WilFs  good  women  are  the  com- 
fort of  his  heart,  and  support  him,  I  warrant,  by 
the  memory  of  past  interviews  with  persons  of 
their  condition.  No,  there  is  not  in  the  world 
an  occasion  wherein  vice  makes  so  fantastical  a 
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figure  as  at  the  meeting  of  two  old  people  who 
have  been  partners  in  unwarrantable  pleasure. 
To  tell  a  toothless  old  lady  that  she  once  had  a 
good  set,  or  a  defunct  wencher  that  he  once  was 
the  admired  thing  of  the  town,  are  satires  instead 
of  applauses;  but  on  the  other  side  consider  the 
old  age  of  those  who  have  passed  their  days  in 
labour,  industry  and  virtue;  their  decays  make 
them  but  appear  the  more  venerable,  and  the  im- 
perfections of  their  bodies  are  beheld  as  a  mis- 
fortune to  human  society  that  their  make  is  so  lit- 
tle durable. 

But  to  return  more  directly  to  my  man  of  wit 
and  pleasure.  In  all  orders  of  men,  wherever 
this  is  the  chief  character,  the  person  who  wears 
it  is  a  negligent  friend,  father,  and  husband,  and 
entails  poverty  on  his  unhappy  descendants. 
Mortgages,  diseases,  and  settlements,  are  the  le- 
gacies a  man  of  wit  and  pleasure  leaves  to  his. 
family.  All  the  poor  rogues  that  make  such  la- 
mentable speeches  after  every  sessions  at  Tyburn, 
were,  in  their  way,  men  of  wit  and  pleasure  be-, 
fore  they  fell  into  the  adventures  which  brought 
them  thither. 

Irresolution  and  procrastination  in  all  a  man's 
ajflfairs  are  the  natural  effects  of  being  addicted  to 
pleasure.  Dishonour  to  the  gentleman,  and  bank- 
ruptcy to  the  trader,  are  the  portion  of  either 
whose  chief  purpose  of  life  is  delight.  The  chief 
cause  that  this  pursuit  has  been  m  all  ages  re- 
ceived with  so  much  quarter  from  the  soberer 
part  of  mankind,  has  been  that  some  men  of  great 
talents  have  sacrificed  themselves  to  it:  the  shin- 
iag  qualities  of  such  people  have  given  a  beauty 
t9  whatever  they  were  engaged  in,  and  a  mixture 
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of  wit  has  recommended  madness.  For  let  any 
man  who  knows  what  it  is  to  have  passed  mucn 
time  in  a  series  of  jollity,  mirth,  wit,  or  humor- 
•ous  entertainments,  look  back  at  what  he  was  all 
that  while  a  doing,  and  he  will  find  that  he  has 
been  at  one  instant  sharp  to  some  man  he  is  sorry 
to  have  oflfended,  impertinent  to  some  one  it  was 
cruelty  to  treat  with  such  freedom,  ungracefully 
noisy  at  such  a  time,  unskilfully  open  at  such  a 
time,  unmercifully  calumnious  at  such  a  time; 
and  from  the  whole  course  of  his  applauded  satis- 
factions, unable  in  the  end  to  recollect  any  cir- 
cumstance which  can  add  to  the  enjoyment  of  his 
own  mind  alone,  or  which  he  would  put  his  cha- 
racter upon  with  other  men.  Thus  it  is  with 
those  who  are  best  made  for  bqjftoming  pleasures; 
but  how  monstrous  is  it  in  the  generality  of  man- 
kind who  pretend  this  way,  without  genius  or  in- 
clination towards  it!  The  scene  then  is  wild  to  an 
extravagance:  this  is  as  if  fools  should  mimic  mad- 
men. Pleasure  of  this  kind  is  the  intemperate 
meals  and  loud  jollities  of  the  common  rate  of 
country  gentlemen,  whose  practice  and  way  of 
enjoyment  is  to  put  an  end,  as  fast  as  they  can,  to 
that  little  particle  of  reason  they  have  when  they 
are  sober:  these  men  of  wit  and  pleasure  dispatcri 
their  senses  as  fast  as  possible  by  drinking  till 
they  can  not  taste,  smoking  till  they  can  not  see, 
and  roaring  till  they  can  not  hear. 

STEELE.  T. 
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Like  leaves  on  trees  the  race  of  man  is  found.     Pope. 

There  is  no  sort  of  people  whose  conversation 
is  so  pleasant  as  that  ofmilitary  men,  who  derive 
their  courage  and  magnanimity  from  thought  and 
reflection.  The  many  adventures  which  attend 
their  way  of  life  makes  their  conversation  so  full 
of  incidents,  and  gives  them  so  frank  an  air  in 
speaking  of  what  they  have  been  witnesses  of, 
tnat  no  company  can  be  more  amiable  than  that 
of  men  of  sense  who  are  soldiers.  There  is  a  cer- 
tain irregular  way  in  their  narrations  or  discourse, 
which  has  something  more  warm  and  pleasing 
than  we  meet  with  among  men  who  are  used  to 
adjust  and  methodize  their  thoughts. 

1  was  this  evening  walking  in  the  fields  with 
my  friend  Captain  Sentry,  and  1  could  not,  from 
the  many  relations  which  I  drew  him  into  of  what 
passed  when  he  was  in  the  service,  forbear  express- 
ing my  wonder,  that  the  fear  of  death,  whicti  we, 
the  rest  of  mankind,  arm  ourselves  against  with 
80  much  contemplation,  reason,  and  philosophy, 
should  appear  so  little  in  camps,  that  common 
men  march  into  open  breaches,  meet  opposite 
battalions,  not  only  without  reluctance  but  with 
alacrity.  My  friend  answered  what  I  said  in  the 
following  manner:  ^  What  you  wonder  at  may 
very  naturally  be  the  subject  of  admiration  to  all 
who  are  not  conversant  in  camps;  but  when  a  man 
has  spent  some  time  in  that  way  of  life,  he  ob- 
serves a  certain  mechanic  courage,  which  the 


No.   152.  THE  SPECTATOR.  S21 

ordinary  race  of  men  become  masters  of  from 
acting  always  in  a  crowd.  They  see  indeed  many 
drop,  but  then  they  see  many  more  alive;  they 
observe  themselves  escape  very  narrowly,  and 
they  do  not  know  why  they  should  not  again.  Be- 
sides which  general  way  of  loose  thinking,  they 
usually  spena  the  other  part  of  their  time  in  plea- 
sures, upon  which  their  minds  are  so  entirely 
bent,  that  short  labours  or  dangers  are  but  a  cheap 
purchase  of  jollity,  triumph,  victory,  fresh  quar- 
ters, new  scenes  and  uncommon  adventures.  Such 
are  the  thoughts  of  the  executive  part  of  an  army, 
and  indeed  of  the  gross  of  mankind  in  general; 
but  none  of  these  men  of  mechanical  courage 
have  ever  made  any  great  figure  in  the  profession 
of  arms.  Those  who  are  formed  for  command, 
are  such  as  have  reasoned  themselves  out  of  a  con- 
sideration of  greater  good  than  length  of  days, 
into  such  a  negligence  of  their  being,  as  to  make 
it  their  first  position  that  it  is  one  day  to  be  re- 
signed; and  since  it  is  in  the  prosecution  of 
worthy  actions  and  service  of  mankind,  they  can 
put  it  to  habitual  hazard.  The  event  of  our  de- 
signs, say  they,  as  it  relates  to  others,  is  uncertain; 
but  as  it  relates  to  ourselves  it  must  be  prosper- 
ous, while  we  are  in  the  pursuit  of  our  duty,  and 
within  the  terms  upon  wnich  Providence  has  in- 
sured our  happiness  whether  we  die  or  live.  All 
that  Nature  nas  prescribed  must  be  good;  and  as 
death  is  natural  to  us,  it  is  an  absurdity  to  fear 
it. — ^Fear  loses  its  purpose  when  we  are-sure  it 
can  not  preserve  us;  and  we  should  draw  resolu- 
tion to  meet  it  from  the  impossibility  to  escape 
it.  Without  a  resignation  to  the  necessity  of  dy- 
ing, there  can  be  no  capacity  in  man  to  attempt 
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any  thing  that  is  glorious;  hut  when  they  have 
once  attained  to  that  perfection,  the  pleasures  of 
a  life  spent  in  martial  adventures  are  as  great,  a3 
any  of  which  the  human  mind  is  capahle.  The 
force  of  reason  gives  a  certain  beauty,  mixed 
with  the  conscience  of  well-doing  and  thirst  of 
glory,  to  all  which  before  was  terrible  and  ghast- 
ly to  the  imagination. — Add  to  this,  that  the  fel- 
lowship of  danger,  the  common  good  of  mankind^ 
the  general  cause,  and  the  manifest  virtue  you 
may  observe  in  so  many  men,  who  made  no  figure 
till  that  day,  are  so  many  incentives  to  destroy 
the  little  consideration  of  their  own  persons. 
Such  are  the  heroic  part  of  soldiers  who  are  quali- 
fied for  leaders.  As  to  the  rest  whom  I  before 
spoke  of,  1  know  not  how  it  is,  but  they  arrive 
at  a  certain  habit  of  being  void  of  thought,  inso- 
much that  on  occasions  of  the  most  imminent 
danger  they  are  still  in  the  same  indifference. 
Nay,  I  remember  an  instance  of  a  gay  French- 
man,* who  was  led  on  in  battle  by  a  superior  oflS- 
cer  (whose  conduct  it  was  his  custom  to  speak  of 
always  with  contempt  and  raillery,)  ana  in  the 
beginning  of  the  action  received  a  wound  he  was 
sensible  was  mortal.  His  reflection  on  this  oc- 
casion was,  'I  wish  1  could  live  another  hour,  to 
see  how  this  blundering  coxcomb  will  get  clear 
of  this  business.^ 

1  remember  two  young  fellows  who  rode  in 
the  same  squadron  of  a  troop  of  horse,  who  were 
ever  togetner;  they  ate,  they  drank,  they  in- 
trigued; in  a  word,  all  their  passions  and  affec- 

•  The  Frenchman  was  the  Chev.  de  Floiirilles,  a  g-ene* 
ral  under  the  Prince  of  Conde. 
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ticvis  seemed  to  tend  the  same  way,  and  they  ai> 
jieared  serviceable  to  each  other  in  them.     We 
:were  in  the  dusk  of  the  evening  to  march  over  a 
river,  and  the  troop  these  gentlemen  belonged 
to  were  to  be  transported  in  a  ferry-boat  as  fast 
as  they  could.     One  of  the  friends  was  now  in 
the  boat,  while  the  other  was  drawn  up  with 
others  by  the  water-side  waiting  the  return  of 
the  boat.  A  disorder  happened  in  the  passage  by 
an  unruly  horse;  and  a  gentleman  who  had  the 
rein  of  his  horse  negligently  under  his  arm,  was 
forced  into  the  water  by  his  horse  jumping  over. 
The  friend  on  the  shore  cried  out,  *  Who  is  that 
is  drowned,  trow?'  He  was  immediately  answer- 
ed, *Your  friend  Harry  Thomson.'    He  very 
gravely  replied,  Jiy^  he  had  a  mad  horse.  This 
short  epitaph  from  such  a  familiar,  without  more 
words,  gave  me,  at  that  time  under  twenty,  a 
very  moderate  opinion  of  the  friendship  of  com- 
panions.    Thus  IS  affection,  and  every  other  mo- 
tive of  life,  in  the  generality,  rooted  out  by  the 
present  busy  scene  about  them;  they  lament  no 
mail  whose  capacity  can  be  supplied  by  another; 
and  where  men  converse  witnout  delicacy,  the 
next  man  you  meet  will  serve  as  well  as  he  whom 
you  have  lived  with  half  your  life.    To  such  the 
devastation  of  countries,  the  misery  of  inhabit- 
ants, the  cries  of  the  pillaged,  and  the  silent  sor- 
row of  the  great  unfortunate,  are  ordinary  objects; 
their  minds  are  bent  upon  the  little  gratifications 
of  their  own  senses  and  appetites,  forgetful  of 
compassion,  insensible  of  glory,  avoiding  only 
shame;  their  whole  heart  is  taken  up  with  the 
trivial  hope  of  meeting  and  being  merry.  These 
are  the  people  who  make  up  the  gross  of  the  sol- 
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diery:  but  the  fine  centleman  in  that  band  of 
men  is  such  a  one  as  1  have  now  in  my  eye,  who 
is  foremost  in  all  danger  to  which  he  is  ordered. 
His  officers  are  his  friends  and  companions,  as 
they  are  men  of  honour  and  gentlemen:  the  pri- 
vate men  his  brethren,  as  they  are  of  his  species. 
He  is  beloved  of  all  that  behold  him:  they  wish 
him  in  danger  as  he  views  their  ranks,  that  they 
may  have  occasions  to  save  him  at  their  own 
hazard.  Mutual  love  is  the  order  of  the  files 
where  he  commands;  every  man  afraid  for  him- 
self and  his  neighbour,  not  lest  their  commander 
should  punish  them,  but  lest  he  should  be  offend- 
ed. Such  is  his  regiment  who  knows  mankind, 
and  feels  their  distresses  so  far  as  to  prevent  them. 
Just  in  distributing  what  ;s  their  due,  he  would 
think  himself  below  their  tailor  to  wear  a  snip  of 
their  clothes  in  lace  upon  his  own,  and  below  the 
most  rapacious  agent,  should  he  enjoy  a  farthing 
above  his  own  pay.  Go  on,  brave  man,  immor- 
tal glory  is  thy  fortune,  and  immortal  happiness 
thy  reward.^' 

STEELE.  T 
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Habet  naiura  ut  aUarum  omnium  rerum  sic  vivendi  modum; 
senedus  autemperactio  aetatis  est  tanquam  fabubs.  Cujus 
defaiigationem  fugere  debemus  prsesertim  adjuncta  satie" 
tate,  TuLL.  de  Senect. 

Life,  as  well  as  all  other  things,  has  its  bounds  assigned  by- 
nature;  and  its  conclusion,  like  the  last  act  of  a  play,  is 
old  age;  the  fatigue  of  which  we  ought  to  shun,  especial- 
ly when  our  appetites  are  fully  satisfied. 

Of  all  the  impertinent  wishes  which  we  hear 
expressed  in  conversation,  there  is  not  one  more 
unworthy  a  gentleman  or  a  man  of  a  liberal  edu- 
cation, than  that  of  wishing  one's  self  younger. 
1  have  observed  this  wish  is  usually  made  upon 
sight  of  some  object  which  gives  the  idea  of  a 
past  action,  that  it  is  no  dishonour  to  us  that  we 
can  not  now  repeat;  or  else  on  what  was  in  it- 
self shameful  when  we  performed  it.  It  is  a  cer- 
tain sign  of  a  foolish  or  a  dissolute  mind,  if  we 
want  our  ylauth  again  only  for  the  strength  of 
bones  and  sinews  which  we  once  were  masters  of. 
It  is  (as  my  author  has  it)  as  absurd  in  an  old  man 
to  wish  for  the  strength  of  a  youth,  as  it  would 
be  in  a  young  man  to  wish  for  the  strength  of  a 
bull  or  a  horse.  These  wishes  are  both  equally  out 
of  nature,  which  should  direct  in  all  things  that 
are  not  contradictory  to  justice,  law,  and  reason. 
But  though  every  old  man  has  been  young,  and 
every  yoiing  one  hopes  to  be  old,  there  seems 
to  be  a  most  unnatural  misunderstanding  between 
those  two  stages  of  life.  This  unhappy  want  of 
commerce  arises  from  the  insolent  arrogance  or 

Vol.  m.— 15 
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exultation  in  youth,  and  the  irrational  despon- 
dence or  self-pity  in  age.  A  young  man  whose 
passion  and  ambition  is  to  be  good  and  wise,  and 
an  old  one  who  has  no  inclination  to  be  lewd  or 
debauched,  are  quite  unconcerned  in  this  specula- 
tion; but  the  cocking  young  fellow  who  treads 
upon  the  toes  of  his  elders,  and  the  old  fool  who 
envies  the  saucy  pride  he  sees  in  him,  are  the  ob- 
jects of  our  present  contempt  and  derision. — 
Contempt  and  derision  are  harsh  words;  but  in 
what  manner  can  one  give  advice  to  a  youth  in 
the  pursuit  and  possession  of  sensual  pleasure,  or 
aJSbrd  pity  to  an  old  man  in  the  impotence  and 
desire  of  enjoying  them?  When  young  men  in 
public  places  betray  in  their  deportment  an  aban- 
doned resignation  to  their  appetites,  they  give  to 
sober  minds  a  prospect  of  a  despicable  age,  which, 
if  not  interrupted  W  death  in  the  midst  of  their 
follies,  must  certainly  come.  When  an  old  man 
bewails  the  loss  of  such  gratifications  which  are 
passed,  he  discovers  a  monstrous  inclination  to 
that  which  it  is  not  in  the  course  of  Providence 
to  recall.  The  state  of  an  old  man,  who  is  dis- 
satisfied merely  for  his  being  such,  is  the  most 
out  of  all  measures  of  reason  and  good  sense  of 
any  being  we  have  any  account  of  from  the  high- 
est angel  to  the  lowest  w^orm.  How  miserable  is 
the  contemplation,  to  consider  a  libidinous  old 
man,  while  all  created  beings,  besides  himself  and 
devils,  are  following  the  order  of  Providence, 
fretting  at  the  course  of  things,  and  being  almost 
the  sole  malecontent  in  the  creation?  *But  let  us 
a  little  reflect  upon  what  he  has  lost  by  the  num- 
ber of  years:  the  passions  which  he  had  in  youth 
are  not  to  be  obeyed  as  they  were  then,  but  rea- 
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son  is  more  powerful  now  without  the  disturb- 
ance of  them.  An  old  gentleman  the  other  day, 
in  discourse  with  a  friend  of  his,  reflecting  upon 
some  adventures  they  had  in  youth  together,  cri- 
ed out, '  Oh  Jack,  those  were  happy  days!' '  That 
is  true,'  replied  his  friend,  ^  but  methinks  we  go 
about  our  business  more  quietly  than  we  did 
then.'  One  would  think  it  should  be  no  small 
satisfaction  to  have  gone  so  far  in  our  journey, 
that  the  heat  of  the  day  is  over  with  us.  When 
life  itself  is  a  fever,  as  it  is  in  licentious  youth, 
the  pleasures  of  it  are  no  other  than  the  dreams 
of  a  man  in  that  distemper,  and  it  is  as  absurd  to 
wish  the  return  of  that  season  of  life,  as  for  a  man 
in  health  to  be  sorry  for  the  loss  of  gilded  palaces, 
fairy  walks,  and  flowery  pastures,  with  which  he 
remembers  he  was  entertained  in  the  troubled 
slumbers  of  a  fit  of  sickness. 

As  to  all  the  rational  and  worthy  pleasures  of 
our  being,  the  conscience  of  a  good  fame,  the  con- 
templation 01  another  life,  the  respect  and  com- 
merce of  honcsst  men,  our  capacities  for  such  en- 
joyments are  enlarged  by  years.  While  health 
endures,  the  latter  part  of  life,  in  the  eye  of  rea- 
son, is  certainly  the  more  eligible.  The  memo- 
ry of  a  well-spent  youth  gives  a  peaceable,  un- 
mixed, and  elegant  pleasure  to  the  mind:  and  to 
such  who  are  so  untortunate  as  not  to  be  able  to 
look  back  on  youth  with  satisfaction,  they  may 
give  themselves  no  little  consolation  that  they 
are  under  no  temptation  to  repeat  their  follies; 
and  that  tfiey  at  present  despise  them.  It  was 
prettily  said,  ^  He  that  would  be  long  an  old  man, 
must  begin  early  to  be  one?'  It  is  too  late  to  re- 
sign a  thing  after  a  man  is  robbed  of  it;  therefore 
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it  is  necessary,  that  before  the  arrival  of  age,  we 
bid  adieu  to  the  pursuits  of  youth,  otherwise  sen- 
sual habits  will  live  in  our  imaginations  when 
our  limbs  can  not  be  subservient  to  them.  The 
poor  fellow  who  lost  his  arm  last  siege,  will  tell 
you,  he  feels  the  fingers  that  were  buried  in  Flan- 
ders ache  every  cold  morning  at  Chelsea. 

The  fond  humour  of  appearing  in  the  gay  and 
fashionable  world,  and  being  applauded  for  trivial 
excellencies,  is  what  makes  youth  have  age  in 
contempt,  and  makes  age  resign  with  so  ill  a 
grace  the  qualifications  of  youth:  but  this  in  both 
sexes  is  inverting  all  things,  and  turning  the  natu- 
ral course  of  our  minds,  which  should  build  their 
approbations  and  dislikes  upon  what  nature  and 
reason  dictate,  into  chimera  and  confusion. 

Age  in  a  virtuous  person  of  either  sex,  carries 
m  it  an  authority  which  makes  it  preferable  to  all 
the  pleasures  of  youth.  If  to  be  saluted,  attend- 
ed, and  consulted  with  deference,  are  instances 
of  pleasure,  they  are  such  as  never  fail  a  virtuous 
old  age.  In  the  enumeration  of  the  imperfections 
and  advantages  of  the  younger  and  later  years 
of  man,  they  are  so  near  in  their  condition,  that 
methinks,  it  should  be  incredible  we  see  so  little 
commerce  of  kindness  between  them.  If  we 
consider  youth  and  age  with  Tully,  regarding  the 
aflSnity  to  death,  youth  has  many  more  chances 
to  be  near  it  than  age.  What  youth  can  say  more 
than  an  old  man,  <  He  shall  live  till  night?'  Youth 
catches  distempers  more  easily,  its  sickness  is 
more  violent,  and  its  recovery  more  doubtful. 
The  youth  indeed  hopes  for  many  more  days,  so 
can  not  the  old  man.  The  youth's  hopes  are  ill- 
grounded:  for  what  is  more  foolish  than  to  place 
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any  confidence  upon  an  Uncertainty?  But  the  old 
man  has  not  room  so  much  as  for  hope;  he  is  still 
happier  than  the  youth,  he  has  already  enjoyed 
what  the  other  does  but  hope  for:  one  wishes  to 
live  long,  the  other  has  lived  long.  But,  alas! 
is  there  any  thing  in  human  life,  the  duration  of 
which  can  oe  called  long?  There  is  nothing  which 
must  end,  to  be  valued  for  its  continuance.  If 
hours,  days,  months,  and  years  pass  away,  it  is 
no  matter  what  hour,  what  day,  what  month,  or 
what  year  we  die.  The  applause  of  a  good  actor 
is  due  to  him  at  whatever  scene  of  the  play  he 
makes  his  exit  It  is  thus  in  the  life  of  a  man  of 
sense;  a  short  life  is  sufficient  to  manifest  him- 
self a  man  of  honour  and  virtue;  when  he  ceases 
to  be  such,  he  has  lived  too  lone;  and  while  he  is 
such,  it  is  of  no  consequence  to  him  how  looe  he 
shall  be  so,  provided  he  is  so  to  his  life's  end. 

STEELE.  T. 
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Nemo  repentefuit  turpiasimtM Juv.  Sat. 

No  man  e*er  reach*d  the  heights  of  vice  at  first     Tate. 

'MR.  SPECTATOR, 

*  You  are  frequent  in  the  mention  of  matters 
which  concern  the  feminine  world,  and  take  upon 
you  to  be  very  severe  against  men  upon  all  those 
occasions:  but  all  this  while  1  am  afraid  you  have 
been  very  little  conversant  with  women,  or  you 
would  know  the  generality  of  them  are  not  so  an 
gry  as  you  imagine  at  the  general  vices  among 
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US.  I  am  apt  to  believe,  beeging  your  pardon, 
that  you  are  still  what  I  myself  was  once,  a  queer 
modest  fellow;  and  therefore,  for  your  informa- 
tion, shall  give  you  a  short  account  of  myself, 
and  the  reasons  why  1  was  forced  to  wench,  drink, 
play,  and  do  every  thing  which  is  necessary  to 
the  character  of  a  man  of  wit  and  pleasure,  (see 
No.  151)  to  be  well  with  the  ladies. 

*  You  are  to  know  then  that  I  was  bred  a  gen- 
tleman, and  had  the  finishing  part  of  my  educa- 
tion under  a  man  of  great  pronity,  wit,  and  learn- 
ing, in  one  of  our  universities.  I  will  not  deny 
but  this  made  my  behaviour  and  mien  bear  in  it 
a  figure  of  thought  rather  than  action;  and  a  man 
of  a  quite  contrary  character,  who  never  thought 
in  his  life,  rallied  me  one  day  upon  it,  and  Said, 
he  believed  1  was  still  a  virgin.  There  was  a 
young  lady  of  virtue  present,  and  1  was  not  dis- 
pleased to  favour  the  insinuation;  but  it  had  a 
quite  contrary  effect  from  what  1  expected.  1 
was  ever  after  treated  with  great  coldness  both 
by  that  lady  and  all  the  rest  of  my  acquaintance. 
In  a  very  little  time  I  never  came  into  a  room 
but  I  could  hear  a  whisper, '  here  comes  the  maid.' 
A  girl  of  humour  would  on  some  occasion  say, 
*  Why,  how  do  you  know  more  than  any  of  us?' 
An  expression  of  that  kind  was  generally  follow- 
ed by  a  loud  laugh;  in  a  word,  for  no  other  fault 
in  the  world  than  that  they  really  thought  me  as 
innocent  as  themselves,  1  became  of  no  conse- 
quence among  them,  and  was  received  always 
upon  the  foot  of  a  jest.  This  made  so  strong  an 
impression  upon  me,  that  1  resolved  to  be  as 
agreeable  as  tne  best  of  the  men  who  laughed  at 
mc^  but  I  observed  it  was  nonsense  for  me  to  be 
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impudent  at  first  among  those  who  knew  me:  my 
character  for  modesty  was  so  notorious  wherever 
1  had  hitherto  appeared,  that  1  resolved  to  show 
my  new  face  in  new  quarters  of  the  world.  My 
first  step  1  chose  with  judgment;  for  I  went  to 
Astrop,  and  came  down  among  a  crowd  of  acade- 
mics, at  one  dash,  the  impuoentest  fellow  they 
had  ever  seen  in  their  lives.  Flushed  with  this 
success,  1  made  love  and  was  happy.  Upon  this 
conquest,  1  thought  it  would  be  unlike  a  gentle- 
man to  stay  long  with  my  mistress,  and  crossed 
the  country  to  Bury.  I  could  give  you  a  very 
good  account  of  myself  at  that  place  also.  At 
these  two  ended  my  first  summer  of  gallantry. 
The  winter  following  you  would  wonder  at  it, 
but  I  relapsed  into  modesty  upon  coming  among 
people  of  figure  in  London,  yet  not  so  much  but 
that  the  ladies  who  had  formerly  laughed  at  me, 
said,  '  Bless  us,  how  wonderfully  that  gentleman 
is  improved?^  Some  familiarities  about  the  play- 
houses towards  the  end  of  the  ensuing  winter, 
made  me  conceive  new  hopes  of  adventures;  and 
instead  of  returning  the  next  summer  to  Astrop 
or  Bury,  I  thought  myself  qualified  to  go  to  Ep- 
som, and  followed  a  young  woman,  whose  rela- 
tions were  jealous  of  my  place  in  her  favour,  to 
Scarborough.  I  carried  my  point,  and  in  my 
third  year  aspired  to  go  to  Tun  bridge,  and  in  the 
autumn  of  the  same  year  made  my  appearance  at 
Bath.  1  was  now  got  into  the  way  of  talk  proper 
for  ladies,  and  was  run  into  a  vast  acquaintance 
among  them,  which  1  always  improved  to  the 
best  advantage.  In  all  this  course  of  time,  and 
some  years  following,  I  found  a  sober  modest  man 
was  always  looked  upon  by  both  sexes  as  a  pre- 
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cise  unfashioned  fellow  of  no  life  or  spirit.  It  waB 
ordinary  for  a  man  who  had  been  drunk  in  good 
company,  or  passed  a  night  with  a  wench,  to 
speak  of  it  next  day  before  women  for  whom  he 
had  the  greatest  respect.  He  was  reproved,  per- 
haps, with* a  blow  of  the  fan,  or  an  ^  oh  fy!'  but 
the  angry  lady  still  preserved  an  apparent  appro- 
bation  in  her  countenance.  He  was  called  a 
strange  wicked  fellow,  a  sad  wretch ;  he  shrugs  his 
shoulders,  swears,  receives  another  blow,  swears 
again  he  did  not  know  he  swore,  and  all  was 
well.  You  might  often  see  pien  game  in  the 
presence  of  wonien,  and  throw  at  once  for  more 
than  they  were  worth,  to  recommend  themselves 
as  men  of  spirit.  1  found,  by  long  experience, 
that  the  loosest  principles,  and  most  abandoned 
behaviour,  carried  all  before  them  in  pretensions 
to  women  of  fortune.  The  encouragement  given 
to  people  of  this  stamp,  made  me  soon  throw  off 
the  remaining  impressions  of  a  sober  education. 
In  the  above-mentioned  places,  as  well  as  in  town, 
1  always  kept  company  with  those  who  lived 
most  at  large;  and,  in  due  process  of  time,  I  was 
a  pretty  rake  among  the  men,  and  a  very  pretty 
fellow  among  the  women.  I  must  confess,  1  had 
some  melancholy  hours  upon  the  account  of  the 
narrowness  of  my  fortune;  but  my  conscience  at 
the  same  time  gave  me  the  comfort  that  1  had 
qualified  myself  for  marrying  a  fortune. 

*  When  I  had  lived  in .  this  manner  for  some 
time,  and  became  thus  accomplished,  1  was  now 
ill  the  twenty-seventh  year  or  my  age,  and  about 
the  forty-seventh  of  my  constitution,  my  health 
and  estate  wasting  very  fast,  when  I  happened  to 
fall  into  the  company  of  a  very  pretty  young  lady 
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in  her  own  disposal.  I  entertained  the  company, 
as  we  men  of  gallantry  generally  do,  witn  the 
many  haps  and  disasters,  watchings  under  win- 
dows, escaped  from  jealous  husbands,  and  several 
other  perils.  The  young  thing  was  wonderfully 
charmed  with  one  that  knew  the  world  so  well, 
and  talked  so  fine:  with  Desdemona,  all  her  lover 
said  affected  her;  '  it  was  strange,  it  was  won- 
drous strange.^  In  a  word,  I  saw  the  impression 
1  had  made  upon  her,  and,  with  a  very  little  ap- 
plication, the  pretty  thing  has  married  me.  There 
is  so  much  charm  in  her  innocence  and  beauty, 
that  1  do  now  as  much  detest  the  course  I  have 
been  in  for  many  years,  as  1  ever  <lid  before  I  en- 
tered into  it. 

'  What  1  intend,  Mr.  Spectator,  by  writing  all 
this  to  you,  is,  that  you  would,  before  you  go  any 
further  with  your  panegyrics  on  the  fair  sex,  give 
them 'Some  lectures  upon  their  silly  approbations. 
It  is,  that  I  am  weary  of  vice,  and  that  it  was  not 
my  natural  way,  that  I  am  now  so  far  recovered 
as  not  to  bring  this  believing  dear  creature  to  con- 
tempt and  poverty  for  her  generosity  to  me.  At 
the  same  time  tell  the  youth  of  good  education  of 
our  sex,  that  they  take  too  little  care  of  improv- 
ing themselves  in  little  things:  a  good  air  at  en- 
tering into  a  room,  a  proper  audacity  in  express- 
ing himself  with  gaiety  and  gracefulness,  would 
make  a  young  gentleman  of  virtue  and  sense  ca- 
pable of  discountenancing  the  shallow  impudent 
rogues  that  shine  among  the  women. 

*  Mr.  Spectator,  I  do  not  doubt  but  you  are  a 
very  sagacious  person;  but  you  are  so  great  with 
Tully  of  late,  tnat  I  fear  you  will  contemn  these 
things  as  matters  of  no  consequence:  but  believe 
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me,  sir,  they  are  of  the  highest  importance  to 
human  life:  and  if  you  can  do  any  thing  towards 
opening  fair  eyes,  you  will  lay  an  obligation  upon 
all  your  contemporaries  who  are  fathers,  hus- 
bands, or  brothers  to  females. 

*  Your  most  affectionate  humhle  servant, 

*  Simon  Honeycomb.' 

STEELE.  T. 
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'HsB  nuga;  seria  ducunt 


In  mala Hob.  Abs.  Pobt. 

These  things,  which  now  seem  fnvolous  and  slight, 
Will  prove  of  serious  consequence.     Roscommok. 

I  HAVE  more  than  once  taken  notice  of  %n  in- 
decent license  taken  in  discourse,  wherein  the 
conversation  on  one  part  is  involuntary,  and  the 
effect  of  some  necessary  circumstance.  This 
happens  in  travelling  together  in  the  same  hired 
coach,  sitting  near  each  other  in  any  public  as- 
sembly, or  the  like.  I  have,  upon  makmg  obser- 
vations of  this  sort,  received  innumerable  mes- 
sages from  that  part  of  the  fair  sex,  whose  lot  in 
life  it  is  to  be  of  any  trade  or  public  way  of  life. 
They  are  all,  to  a  woman,  urgent  with  me  to  lay 
before  the  world  the  unhappy  circumstances  thev 
are  under,  from  the  unreasonable  liberty  which  is 
taken  in  their  presence,  to  talk  on  what  subject 
it  is  thought  nt  by  every  coxcomb  who  wants 
understanding  or  breeding.  One  or  two  of  these 
complaints  1  shall  set  down. 
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*MR.  SPECTATOR, 

'  I  keep  a  coffee-liouse,  and  am  one  of  those 
whom  you  have  thought  fit  to  mention  as  an  Idol 
some  time  ago.  (See  No.  87. )  I  suffered  a  good 
deal  of  raillery  upon  that  occasion;  but  shall 
heartily  forgive  you,  who  are  the  cause  of  it,  it 
you  will  do  me  justice  in  another  point.  What 
1  ask  of  you  is,  to  acquaint  my  customers,  who 
are  otherwise  very  good  ones,  that  I  am  unavoid- 
ably hasped  in  my  bar,  and  can  not  help  hearing 
the  improper  discourses  they  are  pleased  to  en- 
tertain me  with.  They  strive  who  shall  say  the 
most  immodest  things  in  my  hearing.  At  the 
same  time  half  a  dozen  of  them  loll  at  the  bar, 
staring  just  in  my  face,  ready  to  interpret  my 
looks  and  gestures  according  to  their  own  imagi- 
nations. In  this  passive  condition,  I  know  not 
where  to  cast  my  eyes,  place  my  hands,  or  what 
to  employ  myself  in:  but  this  confusion  is  to  be  a 
jest,  and  I  hear  them  say  in  the  end,  with  an  in- 
sipid air  of -mirth  and  subtlety.  Let  her  alone,  she 
knows  as  well  as  we,  for  all  she  looks  so.  Good 
Mr.  Spectator,  persuade  gentlemen  that  it  is  out 
of  all  decency :  say,  it  is  possible  a  woman  may 
be  modest  and  yet  keep  a  public  house.  Be 
pleased  to  argue,  that  in  truth  the  affront  is  the 
more  unpardonable,  because  I  am  obliged  to  suf- 
fer it,  and  can  not  fly  from  it.  I  do  assure  you, 
sir,  the  cheerfulness  of  life  which  would  arise 
from  the  honest  gain  I  have,  is  utterly  lost  to  me, 
from  the  endless,  flat,  impertinent  pleasantries 
which  I  hear  from  morning  to  night.  In  a  word, 
it  is  too  much  for  me  to  bear;  and  I  desire  you  to 
acquaint  them,  that  I  will  keep  pen  and  ink  at 
the  bar  and  write  down  all  they  say  to  me,  and 
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send  it  to  you  for  the  press.  It  is  possible  when 
they  see  how  empty  what  they  speuk,  without 
the  advantage  of  an  impudent  countenance  and 
gesture,  wiU  appear,  they  may  come  to  some 
sense  of  themselves  and  the  insults  they  are  guil- 
ty of  towards  me.     I  am,  sir, 

*  Your  most  humble  servant, 

*  THE  IDOL.' 

This  representation  is  so  just,  that  it  is  hard 
to  speak  of  it  without  an  indignation  which  per- 
haps would  appear  too  elevated  to  such  as  can  be 
guilty  of  this  inhuman  treatment,  where  they  see 
tney  affront  a  modest,  plain,  and  ingenuous  be- 
haviour. This  correspondent  is  not  the  only  suf- 
ferer in  this  kind,  for  I  have  long  letters  both 
from  the  Royal  and  New  Exchange  on  the  same 
subject.  They  tell  me,  that  a  young  fop  can  not 
buy  a  pair  of  gloves,  but  he  is  at  the  same  time 
straining  for  some  ingenious  ribaldry  to  say  to 
the  young  woman  who  helps  them  on.  It  is  no 
small  addition  to  the  calamity,  that  the  rogues 
buy  as  hard  as  the  plainest  and  modestest  cus- 
tomers they  have:  besides  which  they  loll  upon 
their  counters  half  an  hour  longer  than  they  need, 
to  drive  away  other  customers,  who  are  to  share 
their  impertinences  with  the  milliner,  or  go  to 
another  shop.  Letters  from  'Change  Alley  are 
full  of  the  same  evil;  and  the  girls  tell  me,  ex- 
cept I  can  chase  some  eminent  merchants  from 
their  shops  they  shall  in  a  short  time  fail.  It  is 
very  unaccountable,  that  men  can  have  so  little 
deference  to  all  mankind  who  pass  by  them,  as 
to  bear  being  seen  toying  by  twos  and  threes  at 
a  time,  with  no  other  purpose  but  to  appear  gay 
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enough. to  keep  up  a  li^ht  conversation  of  com- 
mon-place jest,  to  the  injury  of  her  whose  credit 
is  certainly  hurt  by  it,  mough  their  own  may  be 
strong  enough  to  bear  it  When  we  come  to  have 
exact  accounts  of  these  conversations,  it  is  not  to 
be  doubted  but  .that  their  discourses  will  raise 
the  usual  style  of  buying  and  selling:  instead  of 
the  plain  downright  lying,  and  askmg  and  bid- 
ding so  unequally  to  what  they  wU  really  give 
and  take,  we  may  hope  to  have  from  these  fine 
folks  an  exchange  of  compliments.  There  must 
certainly  be  a  great  deal  of  pleasant  difference 
between  the  commerce  of  lovers,  and  that  of  all 
other  dealers,  who  are,  in  a  kind,  adversaries. 
A  sealed  bond,  or  a  bank  note,  would  be  a  pretty 
gallantry  to  convey  unseen  into  the  hands  of  one 
whom  a  director  is  charmed  with;  otherwise  the 
city-loiterers  are  still  more  unreasonable  than 
those  at  the  other  end  of  the  town.  At  the  New 
Exchange  they  are  eloquent  for  want  of  cash, 
but  in  the  wty  they  ought  with  cash  to  supply 
their  want  of  eloquence. 

If  one  might  be  serious  on  this  prevailing  foll}^ 
one  might  observe,  that  it  is  a  melancholy  thing 
when  the  world  is  mercenary  even  to  themiying 
and  selling  our  very  persons;  that  young  women, 
though  they  have  never  so  great  attractions  from 
nature,  are  never  the  nearer  being  happily  dis- 
posed of  in  marriages  I  say,  it  is  very  hard  under 
this  necessity,  it  snail  not  be  possible  for  them  to 
go  into  a  way  of  trade  for  their  maintenance,  but 
their  very  excellencies  and  personal  perfections 
shall  be  a  disadvantage  to  them,  and  suhject  them 
to  be  treated  as  if  they  stood  there  to  sell  their 
persons  to  prostitution.  There  can  not  be  a  more 
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melancholy  circumstance  to  one  who  has  made 
any  observation  in  the  world,  than  one  of  those 
erring  creatures  exposed  to  bankruptcy.  When 
that  happens,  nono  of  these  toying  fools  will  do 
9ny  more  than  any  other  man  they  meet  to  pre- 
serve her  from  infamy,  insult,  and  distemper.  A 
woman  is  naturally  more  helpless  than  the  other 
sex:  and  a  man  of  honour  and  sense  should  have 
this  in  his  view  in  all  manner  of  commerce  with 
her.  Were  this  well  weighed,  inconsideration, 
ribaldry  and  nonsense,  would  not  be  more  natu- 
iiral  to  entertain  women  with  than  men;  and  it 
would  be  as  much  impertinence  to  go  into  a  shop 
of  one  of  these  young  women  without  buying,  as 
into  that  of  any  other  trader.  I  shall  end  this 
speculation  with  a  letter  1  have  received  from  a 
pretty  milliner  in  the  city. 

*  MR.  SPECTATOR, 

^  I  have  read  your  account  of  beauties  (No. 
144)  and  was  not  a  little  surprised  to  find  no 
character  of  myself  in  it.  I  do  assure  you  I  have 
little  else  to  do  but  to  give  audience  as  1  am  such. 
Here  are  merchants  of  no  small  consideration, 
who  call  in  as  certainly  as  they  go  to  ^Change,  to 
say  something  of  my  roguish  eye:  and  here  is 
one  who  makes  me  once  or  twice  a  week  tumble 
over  all  my  goods,  and  then  owns  it  was  only  a 
gallantry  to  see  me  act  with  these  pretty  hands; 
then  lays  out  threepence  in  a  little  riband  for  his 
wrist-bands,  and  thinks  he  is  a  man  of  great  vi- 
vacity. There  is  an  ugly  thing  not  far  off  me, 
whose  shop  is  frequented  only  by  people  of  busi- 
ness, that  is  all  day  long  as  busy  as  possible. 
Must  1  that  am  a  beauty  be  treated  witn  for  no- 
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thing  but  my  beauty?  Be  pleased  to  assign  rates 
to  my  kind  glances,  or  make  all  pay  who  come 
to  see  me,  or  I  shall  be  undone  by  my  admirers 
for  want  of  customers.  Albacinda,  Eudosia,  and 
all  the  rest  would  be  used  just  as  we  are,  if  they 
were  in  our  condition:  therefore  pray  consider 
the  distress  of  us  the  lower  order  of  beauties,  and 
I  shall  be 

*  Your  obliged  humble  servant.^ 

STEELE.  T. 


(i-0@e-i) 
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•Sed  tu  atmul  obKgdsti 


Perfidum  votts  caput,  enitesds 
Fuuhrior  mulio Hob.  Od. 


-But  thou. 


Since  perjur'd,  dost  more  charming  g^w.     Duke. 

I  DO  not  think  any  thing  could  make  a  plea- 
santer  entertainment  than  the  history  of  the 
reigning  favourites  among  the  women  from  time 
to  time  about  this  town.  In  such  an  account  we 
ought  to  have  a  faithful  confession  of  each  lady 
for  what  she  liked  such  and  such  a  man,  and  he 
ought  to  tell  us  by  what  particular  action  or  dress 
he  believed  he  should  oe  most  successful.  As 
for  my  part,  I  have  always  made  as  easy  a  judg- 
ment wnen  a  man  dresses  for  the  ladies,  as  when 
he  is  equipped  for  hunting  or  coursing.  The 
woman's  man  is  a  person  in  liis  air  and  behaviour 
quite  different  from  the  rest  of  our  species:  his 
garb  is  more  loose  and  negligent,  his  manner 
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more  soft  and  indolent;  that  is  to  say,  in  both 
these  cases  there  is  an  apparent  endeavour  to 
tppear  unconcerned  and  careless.  In  catching 
birds  the  fowlers  have  a  method  of  imitating  their 
voices  to  bring  them  to  the  snare;  and  your  wo- 
men's men  have  always  a  similitude  of  the  crea- 
ture they  hope  to  betray  in  their  own  conversa- 
tion. A  woman's  man  is  very  knowing  in  aU 
that  passes  from  one  family  to  another,  has  little 
pretty  oflGiciousnesses,  is  not  at  a  loss  what  is 
good  for  a  cold,  and  it  is  not  amiss  if  he  has  a 
bottle  of  spirits  in  his  pocket  in  case  of  any  sud- 
den indisposition. 

Curiosity  having  been  my  prevailing  passion, 
and  indeed  the  sole  entertainment  of  my  life,  1 
have  sometimes  made  it  my  business  to  examine 
the  course  of  intrigues,  as  well  as  the  manners 
and  accomplishments  of  such  as  have  been  most 
successful  that  way.  In  all  my  observations,  1 
never  knew  a  man  of  good  understanding  a  gene- 
ral favourite;  some  singularity  in  his  behaviour, 
some  whim  in  his  way  of  life,  and  what  would 
have  made  him  ridiculous  among  the  men,  has 
recommended  him  to  the  other  sex.  I  should 
be  very  sorry  to  offend  a  people  so  fortunate  as 
these  of  whom  I  am  speaking;  but  let  any  one 
look  over  the  old  beaux,  and  he  will  find  the 
man  of  success  was  remarkable  for  q^uarrelling 
impertinently  for  their  sakes,  for  dressing  unlike 
the  rest  of  the  world,  or  passing  his  days  in  an 
insipid  assiduity  about  the  fair  sex,  to  gain  the 
figure  he  made  amongst  them.  Add  to  tnis,  that 
he  must  have  the  reputation  of  being  well  with 
other  women,  to  please  any  one  woman  of  gial- 
lantry ;  for  you  are  to  know  that  there  is  a  mighty 


No.   156.  THE  SPECTATOR.  241 

ambition  among  the  light  part  of  the  sex  to  gam 
slaves  from  the  dominion  of  others.  My  friend 
Will  Honeycomb  says,  it  was  a  common  bite  with 
him,  to  lay  suspicions  that  he  was  favoured  by  a 
lady's  enemv,tnat  is,  some  rival  beauty,  to  be  well 
with  herself.  A  little  spite  is  natural  to  a  great 
beauty:  and  it  is  ordinary  to  snap  up  a  disagree- 
able fellow  lest  another  should  have  him.  That 
impudent  toad  Bareface  fares  well  among  all  the 
ladies  he  converses  with,  for  no  other  reason  in 
the  world  but  that  he  has  the  skill  to  keep  them 
from  explanation  with  one  another.  Did  they 
know  there  is  not  one  who  likes  him  in  her  heart, 
each  would  declare  her  scorn  of  him  the  next 
moment;  but  he  is  well  received  by  them  because 
it  is  the  fashion;  and  opposition  to  each  other 
brings  them  insensibly  into  an  imitation  of  each 
other.  What  adds  to  him  the  greatest  grace  is, 
that  the  pleasant  thief,  as  they  call  him,  is  the 
most  inconstant  creature  living,  has  a  wonderful 
deal  of  wit  and  humour,  and  never  wants  some- 
thing to  say;  besides  all  which,  he  has  a  most 
spiteful  dangerous  tongue  if  you  should  provoke 
him. 

To  make  a  woman's  man,  he  must  not  be  a 
man  of  sense,  or  a  fool;  the  business  is  to  enter- 
tain: and  it  is  much  better  to  have  a  faculty  of 
arguing  than  a  capacity  of  judging  right.  But 
the  pleasantest  of  all  the  women's  equipage  are 
your  regular  visitants;  these  are  volunteers  in 
their  service,  without  hopes  of  pay  or  prefer- 
ment; it  is  enough  that  they  can  lead  out  from  a 
Sublic  place,  that  they  are  admitted  on  a  public 
ay,  and  can  be  allowed  to  pass  away  part  of  that 
heavy  load,  their  time,  in  the  company  of  the 
Vol.  m.— 16 
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lair.  But  commend  me  above  all  others  to  those 
who  are  known  for  your  miners  of  ladies;  these 
are  the  choicest  spirits  which  our  age  produces. 
We  have  several  of  these  irresistible  gentlemen 
among  us  when  the  company  is  ip  town.  These 
fellows  are  accomplished  with  the  knowledge  of 
the  ordinary  occurrences  about  court  and  town, 
have  that  sort  of  ^ood  breeding  which  is  exclu- 
sive of  all  morality,  and  consists  only  in  being 
publicly  decent,  privately  dissolute. 

It  is  won4erfuI  how  far  a  fond  opinion  of  her- 
self can  carry  a  woman,  to  make  her  have  the 
least  regard  tp  a  professed  known  woman's  man : 
but  as  scarce  one  of  all  the  women  who  are  in  the 
tour  of  gallantries  ever  hears  any  thing  of  what, 
is  the  common  sense  of  sober  minds,  but  are  en- 
tertained with  a  continual  round  of  flatteries, 
they  can  not  be  mistresses  of  themselves  enough 
to  make  arguments  for  their  own  conduct  from 
the  behaviour  of  these  men  to  others.  It  is  so  far 
otherwise,  that  a  general  fame  of  falsehood  in  this 
kind,  is  a  recommendation;  and  the  coxcomb, 
loaded  with  the  favours  of  many  others,  is  re- 
ceived like  a  victor  that  disdains  his  trophies,  to 
be  a  victim  to  the  present  charmer. 

If  you  see  a  nian  more  fuU  of  gesture  than  or-i 
dinary  in  a  public  assembly,  if  loud  upon  no  oc- 
casion, if  negligent  of  the -company  round  him, 
and  yet  laying  wait  for  destroying  by  that  negli- 
gence, you  may  take  it  for  granted  that  he  has 
ruined  many  a  fair  one.  The  woman's  man  ex- 
presses himself  wholly  in  that  motion  which  we 
call  struttmg;  an  elevated  chest,  a  pinched  hat.  a 
measurable  step,  and  a  sly  surveying  eye,  are  the 
marks  of  him.     Now  and  then  you  see  a  gentle- 
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man  with  all  these  accomplishments;  but  alas, 
any  one  of  them  is  enough  to  undo  thousands. 
When  a  gentleman  with  such  perfections  adds  to 
it  suitable  learning,  there  should  be  public  warn- 
ing of  his  residence  in  town,  that  we  may  remove 
our  wives  and  daughters.  It  happens  sometimes 
that  such  a  fine  man  has  re&d  all  the  miscellany 

f)oems,  a  few  of  our  comedies,  and  has  the  trans- 
ation  of  Ovid's  epistles  by  heart.  *  Oh  if  it  were 
possible  that  such  a  one  could  be  as  true  as  he  is 
charming;  but  that  is  too  much,  the  women  will 
share  such  a  dear  false  man:  a  little  gallantry 
to  hear  him  talk  one  would  indulge  one^  self  in, 
let  him  reckon  the  sticks  of  one's  fan,  say  soihe- 
thing  of  the  Cupids  in  it;  and  then  call  one  so 
many  soft  names  which  a  man  of  his  learning  has 
at  his  finger  ends.  There  sure  is  some  excuse 
for  frailty,  when  attacked  by  such  force  against  a 
weak  woman.'  Such  is  the  soliloquy  of  many  ^ 
lady  one  might  name,  at  the  sight  of  pnfe  of  these 
who  makes  it  no  iniquity  to  go  on  from  day  to 
day  in  the  sin  of  woman-slaughter. 

It  is  certain  that  people  are  got  intc  a  way  of 
affectation,  with  a  ihanner  of  overlooking  the 
most  solid  virtues,  and  admiring  the  most  trivial 
excellencies.  The  woman  is  so  far  from  expect- 
ing to  be  cohtiemned  for  being  a  very  injudicious 
silly  animal,  that  while  she  can  preserve  her  fea- 
tures and  her  mien,  she  knows  sne  is  still  the  ob- 
ject of  desire;  and  there  is  a  sort  of  secret  aihbi- 
tion,  from  rieading  frivolous  books,  and  keeping 
as  frivolous  company,  each  side  to  be  amiable  iii 
imperfection,  and  arrive  at  the  characters  of  the 
dear  deceiver  and  the  perjured  fair. 

STEELE.  T. 
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-Genius,  natdle  comes  qui  iemperat  astrum, 


NatursB  Deus  humanas,  mortaUs  in  unum- 
quodque  caput Hob.  Ep. 


XXITXTSD. 


-That  directing  power. 


Who  forms  the  genius  in  the  natal  hour: 

That  God  of  nature,  who  within  us  still. 

Inclines  our  action,  not  constrains  our  will.     Pope. 

1  AM  very  much  at  a  loss  to  express  by  any 
word  that  occurs  to  me  in  our  language  that  which 
is  understood  by  Indoles  in  Latm.  The  natural 
disposition  to  any  particular  art,  science,  profes- 
sion, or  trade,  is  very  much  to  be  consulted  in 
the  care  of  youth,  and  studied  by  men  for  their 
own  conduct  when  they  form  to  themselves  any 
scheme  of  life.  It  is  wonderfully  hard  indeed 
for  a  man  to  judge  of  his  own  capacity  impar- 
tially; that  may  look  great  to  me  wnich  may  ap- 
pear little  to  another,  and  1  may  be  carried  by 
fondness  towards  myself  so  far,  as  to  attempt 
things  too  high  for  my  talents  and  accomplisn- 
ments:  but  it  is  not,  methinks,  so  very  difficult  a 
matter  to  make  a  judgment  of  the  abilities  of 
others,  especially  of  those  who  are  in  their  in- 
fancy. My  common-place  book  directs  me  on 
this  occasion  to  mention  the  dawning  of  greatness 
in  Alexander,  who  being  asked  in  nis  youth  to 
contend  for  a  prize  in  the  Olympic  games,  an- 
swered he  would,  if  he  had  kings  to  run  against 
him.  Cassius,  who  was  one  of  the  conspirators 
against  CsBsar,  gave  as  great  a  proof  of  his  temper, 
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when  in  his  childhood  he  struck  a  playfellow,  the 
son  of  Sylla,  for  saying  his  father  was  master  of 
the  Roman  people.  Scipio  is  reported  to  have 
answered  (when  some  flatterers  at  supper  wfjre 
asking  him  what  the  Romans  should  do  for  a  gene- 
ral after  his  death)  '  Take  Marius.'  Marius  was 
then  a  very  boj^,  and  had  given  no  instances  of 
his  valour:  but  it  was  visible  to  Scipio,  from  the 
manners  of  the  youth,  that  he  had  a  soul  formed 
for  the  attempt  and  execution  of  great  undertak- 
ings. 1  must  confess  I  have  very  often  with  much 
sorrow  bewailed  the  misfortune  of  the  children 
of  Great  Britain,  when  I  consider  the  ignorance 
and  undiscerning  of  the  generality  of  school-mas- 
ters. The  boasted  liberty  we  talk  of  is  but  a 
mean  reward  for  the  long  servitude,  the  many 
heart-aches  and  terrors,  to  which  out*  childhood 
is  exposed  in  going  through  a  grammar-school: 
many  of  these  stupid  tyrants  exercise  their  cruel- 
ty without  any  manner  of  distinction  of  the  ca- 
pacities of  children,  or  the  intention  of  parents 
m  their  behalf.  There  are  many  excellent  tem- 
pers which  are  worthy  to  be  nourished  and  cul- 
tivated with  all  possible  diligence  and  care,  that 
were  never  designed  to  be  acquainted  with  Aris- 
totle, Tully,  or  Virgil;  and  there  are  as  many 
who  have  capacities  for  understanding  every  word 
those  great  persons  have  writ,  and  yet  were  not 
born  to  have  any  relish  of  their  writings.  For 
want  of  this  common  and  obvious  discerning  in 
those  who  have  the  care  of  youth,  we  have  so 
many  hundred  unaccountable  creatures  every  age 
whipped  up  into  great  scholars,  that  are  for  ever 
near  a  richt  understanding,  and  will  never  arrive 
at  it.    These  are  the  scandal  of  letters,  and  these 
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are  generally  the  men  who  are  to  teach  others. 
The  sense  of  shame  and  honour  is  enough  to 
keep  the  world  itself  in  order  without  corporal 
punishment,  much  more  to  train  the  minds  of  un- 
corrupted  and  innocent  children.     It  happens,  I 
doubt  not,  more  than  once  in  a  year,  that  a  lad  is 
chastised  for  a  blockhead,  when  it  is  good  appre- 
hension that  makes  him  incapable  of  knowing 
what  his  teacher  means.     A  orisk  imagination 
very  often  may  suggest  an  error,  which  a  lad 
could  not  have  fallen  mto  if  he  had  been  as  heavy 
in  conjecturing  as  his  master  in  explaining:  but 
there  is  no  mercy  even  towards  a  wrong  mterpre- 
tation  of  his  meaning:  the  sufferings  of  the  scho- 
lar's body  are  to  rectify  the  mistakes  of  his  mind. 
1  am  confident  that  no  boy  who  will  not  be 
allured  to  letters  without  blows,  will  ever  be 
brought  to  any  thing  with  them.  A  gi*eat  or  good 
mindmust  necessarily  be  the  worse  for  such  in- 
dignities; and  it  is  a  sad  change  to  lose  of  its  vir- 
tue for  the  improvement  of  its  knowledge.     No 
one  who  has  gone  through  what  they  call  a  great 
school,  but  must  remember  to  have  seen  children 
of  excellent  and  ingenuous  natures  (as  has  after- 
wards appeared  in  their  manhood;)  say  no  man 
has  passed  through  this  way  of  eaucation,  but 
must  have  seen  an  ingenuous  creature  expiring 
with  shame,  with  pale  looks,  beseeching  sorrow, 
and  silent  tears,  tnrow  up  its  honest  eyes,  and 
kneel  on  its  tender  knees  to  an  inexorable  block- 
head, to  be  forgiven  the  false  quantity  of  a  word 
m  making  a  Latin  verse:  the  child  is  punished, 
and  the  next  day  he  coinmits  a  like  crime,  and 
so  a  third  with  the  same  consequence.     I  would 
fain  ask  any  reasonable  man,  whether  this  lad,  in 
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the  simplicity  of  his  native  innocence,  full  of 
shame,  and  capable  of  any  impression  from  that 
grace  of  soul,  was  not  fitter  tor  any  purpose  in 
this  life,  than  after  that  spark  of  virtue  is  extin- 
guished in  him,  though  he  is  able  to -write  twen- 
ty verses  in  an  evening? 

Seneca  says,  after  his  exalted  way  of  talking, 
*  As  the  immortal  gods  never  learnt  any  virtue, 
though  they  are  endued  with  all  that  is  good ;  so 
there  are  some  men  who  have  so  natural  a  pro- 
pensity to  what  they  should  follow,  that  tney 
learn  it  almost  as  soon  as  they  hear  it. '  Plants 
and  vegetables  are  cultivated  into  the  production 
of  finer  fruits  than  they  would  yield  without  that 
care;  and  yet  we  can  not  entertain  hopes  of  pro- 
ducing a  tender  conscious  spirit  into  acts  of  vir- 
tue, without  the  same  methods  as  are  used  to  cut 
timber,  or  give  new  shape  to  a  piece  of  stone. 

It  is  wholly  to  this  dreadful  practice  that  we 
may  attribute  a  certain  hardiness  and  ferocity 
which  some  men,  though  liberally  educated,  car- 
ry about  them  in  all  their  behaviour.  To  be  bred 
like  a  gentleman,  and  punished  like  a  malefactor, 
must,  as  we  see  it  does,  produce  that  illiberal 
sauciness  which  we  see  sometimes  in  men  of  letters. 

The  Spartan  boy  who  sufi*ered  the  fox  (which 
he  had  stolen  and  hid  under  his  coat)  to  eat  into 
his  bowels,  I  dare  say,  had  not  half  the  wit  or 
petulance  which  we  learn  at  great  schools  among 
us:  but  the  glorious  sense  of  honour,  or  rather 
fear  of  shame,  which  he  demonstrated  in  that  ac- 
tion, was  worth  all  the  learning  in  the  world  with- 
out it 

It  is,  methinks,  a  very  melancholy  considera- 
tion, that  a  little  negligence  can  spoil  us,  but  great 
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industry  is  necessary  to  improve  us;  the  most  ex- 
cellent natures  are  soon  depreciated,  but  evil  tem- 
pers are  lone  before  they  are  exalted  into  ^ood 
habits.  To  help  this  by  punishments,  is  the  same 
thing  as  killing  a  man  to  cure  him  of  a  distem- 
per: when  he  comes  to  suJQfer  punishment  in  that 
one  circumstance,  he  is  brought  below  the  exist- 
ence of  a  rational  creature,  and  is  in  the  state  of  a 
brute  that  moves  only  by  the  admonition  of  stripes. 
But  since  this  custom  of  educating  by^  the  laSh  is 
suffered  by  the  gentry  of  Great  Joritain,  I  wduld 
prevail  only,  that  honest  heavy  lads  may  be  dis- 
missed from  slavery  sooner  than  they  arfe  at 
present,  and  not  whipped  on  to  their  fourteenth 
or  fifteenth  year,  whether  they  expect  any  pro- 
gress from  them  or  not.  Let  the  child's  capacity 
be  forthwith  examined,  and  he  sent  to  some  me- 
chanic way  of  life,  without  resppct  to  his  birth, 
if  nature  aesiened  him  for  nothing  higher:  let 
him  go  before  ne  has  innocently  suffered,  and  is 
debased  into  a  dereliction  of  mind  for  beiha;  what 
it  is  no  guilt  to  be,  a  plain  man.  I  would  not 
here  be  supposed  to  have  said,  that  our  learned 
men  of  eitner  robe  who  have  been  whipped  at 
school,  are  not  still  men  of  noble  and  liberal 
minds;  but  I  am  sure  they  had  been  much  more 
so  than  they  are,  had  they  nevier  suffered  that 
infamy. 

But  though  there  is  so  little  care,  as  I  have  ob- 
served, taken,  or  observation  made,  of  the  natu- 
ral strain  of  men,  it  is  no  small  comfort  to  me, 
as  a  Spectator,  that  there  is  any  right  value  set 
upon  the  bona  indoles  of  other  animals,  as  ap- 
pears by  the  following  advertisement  handed 
about  tlie  county  of  Lincoln,  and  subscribed  by 
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Enos  Thomas,  a  person  whom  I  have  not  the 
honour  to  know,  but  suppose  to  be  profoundly 
learned  in  horse-flesh. 

*  A  chestnut  horse,  called  Caesar,  bred  by  James 
Darcy,  Esq.  at  Sedbury,  near  Richmond  in  the 
county  of  York:  his  erandam  was  his  old  Royal 
Mare,  and  got  by  Blunderbuss,  which  was  got 
by  Hemsly-Turk,  and  he  got  by  Mr.  Courant's 
Arabian,  which  got  Mr  Minshul's  Jews-trump. 
Mr.  Caesar  sold  him  to  a  nobleman  (coming  five 
years  old,  when  he  had  but  one  sweat]  for  three 
hundred  guineas.  A  guinea  a  leap  ana  trial,  and 
a  shilling  the  man.  Enos  Thomas.' 

STEELE.  T. 


No.  158.     FRIDAY,  AUGUST  31. 

No8  haBC  novimus  esse  nihil        Mart. 
We  know  these  things  to  be  mere  trifles. 

Out  of  a  firm  regard  to  impartiality,  1  print 
these  letters,  let  them  make  for  me  or  not. 

*MR.  SPECTATOR, 

*  1  have  observed  through  the  whole  course  of 
your  rhapsodies,  (as  you  once  very  well  called 
them)  you  are  very  industrious  to  overthrow  all 
that  many  your  superiors  who  have  gone  before 
you  have  made  their  rule  of  writing.  I  am  now 
between  fifty  and  sixty,  and  had  the  honour  to  be 
well  with  the  first  men  of  taste  and  gallantry  in 
the  joyous  reign  of  Charles  the  Second ;  we  then 
had,  I  humbly  presume,  as  good  understandings 
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among  us  as  any  now  can  pretend  to.  As  for 
yourself,  Mr.  Spectator,  you  seem  with  the  ut- 
most arrogance  to  undermine  the  very  funda- 
mentals upon  which  we  conducted  ourselves.  It 
is  monstrous  to  set  up  for  a  man  of  wit,  and  yet 
to  deny  that  honour  in  a  woman  is  any  thmg 
(else  but  peevishness,  that  inclination  is  the  best 
rule  of  life,  or  virtue  and  vice  any  thing  else  but 
health  and  disease.  We  had  no  more  to  do  but 
to  put  a  lady  in  good  humour,  and  all  we  could 
wish  followigd  of  course.  Then  again,  your 
Tully,  and  your  discourses  of  another  life,  are 
the  very  bane  of  mirth  and  good  humour.  Pr'y- 
thee  do  not  value  thyself  on  thy  reason  at  that 
exorbitant  rate,  and  the  dignity  of  human  na- 
ture: take  my  word  for  it,  a  setting-dog  has  as 
good  reason  as  any  man  in  England.  Had  you 
(as  by  your  diurnals  one  would  think  you  do) 
set  up  for  being  in  vogue  in  town,  you  should 
have  fallen  in  with  the  bent  of  passions  and  ap- 
petite; your  songs  had  then  been  in  every  pret- 
ty mouth  in  England,  and  your  little  distichs  had 
been  the  maxims  of  the  fair  and  the  witty  to 
walk  by;  but  alas,  sir,  what  can  you  hope  for, 
from  entertaining  people  with  what  must  needs 
make  them  like  Uiemselves  worse  than  they  did 
before  they  read  you?  Had  you  made  it  your 
business  to  describe  Corinna  charming,  though 
inconstant,  to  find  something  in  human  nature 
itself  to. make  Zbilus  excuse  himself  for  being 
fond  of  her;  and  to  tnake  every  man  in  good 
commerce  with  his  own  reflections,  you  had  done 
something  worthy  our  applause^  but  indeed,  sir, 
we  shall  hot  coihmend  you  for  disapproving  us. 
I  have  a  great  deal  more  to  say  to  you,  but  1  shall 
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sum  it  up  all  in  this  one  remark:  In  short,  sir, 
you  dp  not  write  like  a  gentleman. 

*  J  am,  Sir, 

*  Your  most  humble  servant.* 

*MR.  SPECTATOR, 

*  The  other  day  we  were  several  of  us  at  a 
tea-table,  and  according  to  custom  and  your  own 
advice  had  the  Spectator  read  among  us;  it  was 
that  paper  wherem  you  are  pleased  to  treat  with 
great  freedom  that  character  which  you  call  a 
woman's  man.  (No.  156.)  We  gave  up  all  the 
kinds  you  have  mentioned,  except  those  who, 
you  say,  are  our  constant  visitants.  1  was  upon 
the  occasion  commissioned  by  the  company  to 
write  to  you  and  t^ll  you,  that  we  shall  not  part 
with  the  men  we  have  at  present,  until  the  men 
of  sense  think  fit  to  relieve  them,  and  give  u^ 
their  company  in  their  stead.  You  can  not  ima- 
gine but  that  we  love  to  hear  reason  and  good 
sense  better  than  the  ribaldry  we  are  at  present 
entertained  with;  but  we  must  have  company, 
and  amongst  us  very  inconsiderable  is  better  than 
none  at  all.  We  were  made  for  the  cements  of 
society,  and  came  into  the  world  to  create  rela- 
tions amongst  mankind;  and  solitude  is  an  unna- 
tural being  to  us.  If  the  men  of  good  under- 
standing would  forget  a  little  of  their  severity, 
they  would  find  their  account  in  it;  and  their  wis- 
dom would  have  a  pleasure  in  it,  to  which  they 
are  now  strangers.  It  is  natural  among  us,  when 
men  have  a  true  relish  of  our  company  and  our 
value,  to  say  every  thing  with  a  oetter  grace, 
and  there  Ls,  without  designing  it,  somethii^g 
ornamental  in  wh^t  men  utter  peforjB  wopfiep. 
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« 

which  is  lost  or  neglected  in  conversations  of  men 
only.  Give  me  leave  to  tell  you,  sir,  it  would  do 
you  no  great  harm  if  you  j'^ourself  came  a  little 
more  into  our  company;  it  would  certainly  cure 
you  of  a  certain  positive  and  determining  manner 
in  which  you  talk  sometimes.  In  hopes  of  your 
amendment^ 

*  I  am,  Sir, 

^Your  gentle  reader.' 

*MR.  SPECTATOR, 

*  Your  professed  regard  to  the  fair  sex,  may 
perhaps  make  them  value  your  admonitions  when 
they  will  not  those  of  other  men.  1  desire  you, 
sir,  to  repeat  some  lectures  upon  subjects  which 
you  have  now  and  then  in  a  cursory  manner  only- 
just  touched.  1  would  have  a  Spectator  wholly  writ 
upon  good  breeding;  and  after  you  have  asserted 
that  time  and  place  are  to  be  very  much  consider- 
ed in  all  our  actions,  it  will  be  proper  to  dwell 
upon  behaviour  at  church.  On  Sunday  last  a 
grave  and  reverend  man  preached  at  our  church : 
tnere  was  something  particular  in  his  accent,  but 
without  any  manner  of  affectation. — This  particu- 
laritjr  a  set  of  gigglers  thought  the  most  necessa- 
ry thing  to  be  taken  notice  of  in  his  whole  dis- 
course, and  made  it  an  occasion  of  mirth  during 
the  whole  time  of  sermon.  You  should  see  one 
of  them  ready  to  burst  behind  a  fan;  another 
pointing  to  a  companion  in  another  seat;  und  a 
fourth  with  an  arch  composure,  as  if  she  would 
if  possible,  stifle  her  laughter.  There  were  m«- 
ny  gentlemen  who  looked  at  them  steadfestly; 
but  this  they  took  for  ogling  and  admiring  them ; 
there  was  one  of  the  merry  ones  in  particular. 
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that  found  out  but  just  then  that  she  had  but  five 
fingers,  for  she  fell  a  reckoning  the  pretty  pieces 
of  ivory  over  and  over  again,  to  find  herself  em- 
ployment and  not  laugh  out.  Would  it  not  be  ex- 
pedient, Mr.  Spectator,  that  the  church-warden 
should  hold  up  his  wand  on  these  occasions,  and 
keep  the  decency  of  the  place,  as  a  magistrate 
does  the  peace  in  a  tumult  elsewhere?' 

*MR.  SPECTATOR, 

'  1  am  a  woman's  man,  and  read  with  a  very  fine 
lady  your  paper,  (See  No.  156)  wherein  you  fall 
upon  us  whom  you  envy.  What  do  you  think  1 
did?  You  must  know  she  was  dressing,  I  read  the 
Spectator  to  her,  and  she  laughed  at  the  places 
wnere  she  thought  I  was  touched.  I  threw  away 
your  moral,  and  taking  up  her  girdle  cried  out, 

**  Give  me  but  what  this  riband  bound; 
**  Take  all  the  rest  the  sun  goes  round.*** 

*  She  smiled,  sir,  and  said  you  were  a  pedant 
So  say  of  me  what  you  please,  read  Seneca,  and 
quote  him  against  me  if  you  think  fit. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  humble  servant' 

STEELE.  T. 

*  Waller's  verses  on  a  lady's  girdle* 
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No.  159.    SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER  1, 


Omnemj  quse  nunc  ohducta  tuenti 


Mortaks  hehetat  visus  tibi,  et  humdda  circum 
Caltgat,  nubem  eripiam Virg.  JEn. 

The  cloud,  which  intercepting"  the  clear  light, 
Hang3  o*er  thy  eyes,  and  blunts  thy  moi*tal  sig-ht, 
I  will  remove 

When  1  was  at  Grand  Cairo,  (See  No.  1^  I 
picked  up  several  oriental  manuscripts,  whicn  I 
nave  still  by  me.  Among  others  1  met  with  one 
entitled,  The  Visions  of  Mirza^  which  I  have 
read  over  with  great  pleasure.  I  intend  to  give 
it  to  tiie  public  when  1  have  no  other  entertain- 
ment for  them;  and  shall  begin  with  the  first 
vision,  which  I  have  translated  word  for  word  as 
follows. 

*  On  the  fifth  day  of  the  moon,  which,  according 
to  the  custom  of  my  forefathers,  I  always  keep 
holy,  after  having  washed  myself,  and  offered  up 
my  morning  devotions,  I  ascended  the  high  hills 
of  Bagdat,  in  order  to  pass  the  rest  of  the  day  in 
meditation  and  prayer.  As  1  was  here  airing 
myself  on  the  tops  of  the  mountains,  I  fell  into  a 
profound  contemplation  on  the  vanity  of  human 
life;  and  passing  from  one  thought  to  another. 
Surely,  said  I,  man  is  but  a  shadow,  and  life  a 
dream. — ^Whilst  I  was  thus  musing,  I  cast  my 
eyes  towards  the  summit  of  a  rock  that  was  not 
far  from  me,  where  I  discovered  one  in  the  habit 
of  a  shepherd,  with  a  little  musical  instrument 
in  his  hand.  As  1  looked  upon  him,  he  applied 
it  to  his  lips,  and  began  to  play  upon  it.    The 
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sound  of  it  was  exceeding  sweet,  and  wrought 
into  a  variety  of  tunes  that  were  inexpressibly 
melodious,  and  altogether  different  from  any 
thing  1  had  ever  heard:  they  put  me  in  mind  of 
those  heavenly  airs  that  are  played  to  the  depart- 
ed souls  of  good  men  upon  their  first  arrival  in 
Paradise,  to  wear  out  the  impressions  of  their  last 
agonies,  and  qualify  them  for  the  pleasures  of  that 
happy  place.  My  heart  melted  away  in  secret 
raptures. 

*  1  had  been  often  told  that  the  rock  before  me 
was  the  haunt  of  a  cenius;  and  that  several  liad 
been  entertained  with  music,  who  had'  passed  by 
it,  but  never  heard  that  the  musician  had  before 
made  himself  visible.  When  he  had  raised  my 
thoughts  by  those  transporting  airs  which  he  play- 
ed, to  taste  the  pleasures  of  his  conversation,  as 
I  looked  upon  him  like  one  astonished,  he  beck- 
oned to  me,  and  by  the  waving  of  his  hand  di- 
rected me  to  approach  the  place  where  he  sat  1 
drew  near  with  that  reverence  which  is  due  to  a 
superior  nature;  and  as  my  heart  was  entirely 
suodued  by  the  captivating  strains  1  had  heard,  1 
fell  down  at  his  feet  and  wept.  The  genius  smiled 
upon  me  with  a  look  of  compassion  and  affability 
that  familiarized  him  to  my  imagination,  and  at 
once  dispelled  all  the  fears  and  apprehensions 
with  which  1  approached  him.  lie  lifted  me 
from  the  ground;  and  taking  me  by  the  hand, 
*'Mirza,"  said  he,  "1  have  heard  thee  in  thy 
soliloquies;  follow  me." 

*  He  then  led  me  to  the  highest  pinnacle  of  the 
rock,  and  placing  me  on  the  top  of  it,  "  Cast  thy 
eyes  eastward,"  said  he,  "  and  tell  me  what  thou 
seest.  "  1  see,"  said  I, "  a  huge  valley,  and  a  prodi 
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cious  tide  of  water  rolling  through  it."  "  The  val- 
Tey  that  thou  seest/'  said  he,  "  is  the  Vale  of  Mi- 
sery, and  the  tide  of  water  that  thou  seest  is  part 
of  the  great  tide  of  eternity."  "What  is  the 
reason,"  said  I,  "  that  the  tide  1  see  rises  out  of 
a  thick  mist  at  one  end,  and  again  loses  itself  in 
thick  mist  at  the  other?"  "What  thou  seest," 
said  he,  "  is  that  portion  of  eternity  which  is 
called  time,  measured  out  by  the  sun,  and  reach- 
ing from  the  beginning  of  the  world  to  its  con- 
summation. Examine  now,"  said  he,  "  this  sea 
that  is  bounded  with  darkness  at  both  ends,  and 
tell  me  what  thou  disco verest  in  it"  I  see  a 
bridge,"  said  I,  "  standing  in  the  midst  of  the 
tide.''  "  The  bridge  thou  seest,"  ssdd  he,  "  is  hu- 
man life:  consider  it  attentively."  Upon  a  more 
leisurely  survey  of  it,  1  found  that  it  consisted  of 
three-score  and  ten  entire  arches,  with  several 
broken  arches,  which,  added  to  those  that  were 
entire,  made  up  the  number  about  a  hundred. 
As  I  was  counting  the  arches,  the  genius  told  me 
that  this  bridge  consisted  at  first  of  a  thousand 
arches,  but  that  a  great  flood  swept  away  the  rest, 
and  left  the  bridge  in  the  ruinous  condition  1  now 
beheld  it.  "  But  tell  me  further,"  said  he, "  what 
thou  discoverest  on  it."  "  I  see  multitudes  of  peo- 

Ele  passing  over  it,"  said  1,  "  and  a  black  cloud 
anging  on  each  end  of  it."  As  I  looked  more  at- 
tentively,! saw  several  of  the  passengers  dropping 
through  the  bridge  into  the  great  tide  that  flowed 
underneath  it:  and  upon  farther  examination,  per- 
ceived there  were  innumerable  trap-doors  that 
lay  concealed  in  the  bridge,  whidh  the  passei;iger8 
no  sooner  trod  upon,  but  they  fell  through  them 
into  the  tide,  and  immediately  disappeareoT  These 
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hidden  pit-falls  were  set  very  thick  at  the  en- 
trance 01  the  bridge,  so  that  throngs  of  people  no 
sooner  broke  through  the  cloud,  but  many  ot  them 
fell  into  them.  They  grew  thinner  towards  the 
middle,  but  multiplied  and  lay  closer  toother 
towards  the  end  of  the  arches  that  were  entire. 

*  There  were  indeed  some  persons,  but  their 
number  was  very  small,  that  continued  a  kind  of 
hobbling  march  on  the  broken  arches,  but  fell 
through  one  after  another,  being  quite  tired  and 
spent  with  so  long  a  walk. 

*  1  passed  some  time  in  the  contemplation  of 
this  wonderful  structure,  and  the  great  variety 
of  objects  which  it  presented.  My  heart  was 
filled  with  a  deep  melancholy  to  see  several 
dropping  unexpectedly  in  the  midst  of  mirth  and 
jollity,  and  catching  at  every  thing  that  stood  by 
them  to  save  themselves.  Some  were  looking 
up  towards  heaven  in  a  thoughtful  posture,  and 
in  the  midst  of  a  speculation  stumbled  and  fell 
out  of  sight.  Multitudes  were  very  busy  in  the 
pursuit  of  bubbles  that  glittered  in  their  eyes  and 
danced  before  them:  but  often  when  they  thought 
themselves  within  the  reach  of  them,  their  foot- 
ing failed  and  down  they  sunk.  In  this  confusion 
of  objects,  I  observed  some  with  scimitars  in 
their  nands,  and  others  with  urinals,  who  ran  to 
and  fro  upon  the  bridge,  thrusting  several  per- 
sons on  trap-doors  which  did  not  seem  to  lie  in 
their  way,  and  which  they  might  have  escaped 
liad  they"  not  been  thus  forced  upon  them. 

*  The  genius  seeing  me  indulge  myself  on  this 
melancholy  prospect,  told  me  I  had  dwelt  long 
enough  upon  it; "  Take  thine  eyes  off  the  bridge,'* 
said  he,  <<  and  tell  me  if  thou  yet  seest  any  thing 

Vol.  III.— 17 
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thou  dost  not  comprehend."  Upon  looking  up, 
"  What  mean,"  said  I,  "  those  ^eat  flights  of 
birds  that  are  perpetualljr  hovermg  about  the 
bridge,  and  settang  upon  it  from  time  to  time?  I 
see  vuhures,  harpies,  ravens,  cormorants,  and 
among  many  other  feathered  creatures,  several 
little  winged  boys,  that  perch  in  great  numbers, 
upon  the  middle  arches."  "These,"  said  the 
genius,  "  are  Envy,  Avarice,  Superstition,  De- 
spair, Love,  with  the  like  cares  and  passions  that 
infest  human  life." 

*  I  here  fetched  a  deep  sigh.  "  Alas,"  said  1, 
**  man  was  made  in  vain!  how  is  he  given  away 
to  misery  and  mortality!  tortured  in  life,  and 
swallowed  up  in  death!"  The  Genius  being 
moved  with  compassion  towards  me,  bid  me  quit 
so  uncomfortable  a  prospect?  "  Look  no  moye," 
said  he,  "on  man  m  the  first  stage  of  his  exist- 
ence, in  his  setting  out  for  eternity,  but  cast  thine 
eye  on  that  thick  mist  into  which  the  tide  bears 
the  several  generations  of  mortals  that  fall  into 
it"  I  directed  my  sight  as  I  was  ordered,  and 
(whether  or  no  the  good  Genius  strengthened  it 
with  any  supernatural  force,  or  dissipated  part  of 
the  mist  that  was  before  too  thick  for  the  eye  to 
penetrate)  1  saw  the  valley  opening  at.  the  far- 
ther end,  and  spreading  forth  into  an  immense 
ocean,  that  had  a  huge  rock  of  adamant  running 
through  the  midst  oi  it,  and  dividing  it  into  two 
equal  parts.  The  clouds  still  rested  on  one  half 
of  it,  insomuch  that  I  could  discover  nothing  in 
it:  but  the  other  appeared  to  me  a  vast  ocean 
planted  with  innumerable  islands,  that  were  cov- 
ered with  fruits  and  flowers,  and  interwoven 
with  a  thousand  little  shining  seas  that  ran  among 
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them.  1  could  see  persons  dressed  in  glorious 
habits,  with  garlands  upon  their  heads,  passing 
among  the  trees,  lying  down  by  the  sides  of  foun- 
tains,  or  resting  on  oeds  of  flowers:  and  could 
hear  a  confused  harmony  of  singing  birds,  falling 
waters,  human  voices,  and  musical  instruments. 
Gladness  grew  in  me  upon  the  discovery  of  so 
delightful  a  scene.  1  wished  for  the  wings  of  an 
eagle,  that  1  might  fly  away  to  those  happy  seats; 
but  the  genius  told  me  there  was  no  passage  to 
them,  except  through  the  gates  of  death  that  I 
saw  opening  every  moment  upon  the  bridge. — 
"  The  islands,''  said  he,  "  that  lie  so  fresh  and 
gi'een  before  thee,  and  with  which  the  whole 
lace  of  the  ocean  appears  sp>otted  as  far  as  thou 
canst  see,  are  more  in  number  than  the  sands  on 
the  sea-shore;  there  are  myriads  of  islands  be- 
hind those  which  thou  here  discoverest,  reaching 
farther  than  thine  eye  or  even  thine  imagination 
can  extend  itself.  These  are  the  mansions  of 
good  men  after  death,  who,  according  to  the  de- 
gree and  kinds  of  virtue  in  which  they  excel- 
led, are  distributed  among  these  several  islands, 
which  abound  with  pleasures  of  difierent  kinds 
and  degrees,  suitable  to  the  relishes  and  perfec- 
tions of  those  who  are  settled  in  them;  every 
island  is  a  paradise  accommodated  to  its  respective 
inhabitants.  Are  not  these,  0  Mirza,  habitations 
worth  contending  for?  Does  life  appear  misera- 
ble, that  gives  thee  opportunities  of  earning  such 
a  reward?  Is  death  to  be  feared,  that  will  convey 
thee  to  80  happy  an  existence?  Think  not  man 
was  made  in  vam,  who  has  such  an  eternity  re- 
served for  him.''  I  gazed  with  inexpressible 
pleasure  on  these  happy  islands.     <<  At  lengdi,'* 


^GO  THE  SFSCTATOR.  No.  160, 

said  I  "  show  me  now,  I  beseech  thee,  the  se- 
crets '.hat  lie  hid  under  those  dark  clouds  which 
cover  the  ocean  on  the  other  ^de  of  the  rock  of 
adamanf  The  Genius  making  me  no  answer, 
1  turned  about  to  address  myself  to  him  a  second 
time,  but  1  found  that  he  had  left  me;  I  then 
turned  again  to  the  vision  of  which  I  had  been 
so  lone  contemplating,  but  instead  of  the  rolling 
tide,  tne  archea  bridge,  and  the  happy  islands,  1 
saw  nothing  but  the  long  hollow  valley  of  Bag- 
dat,  with  oxen,  sheep  and  camels  grazing  upon 
the  sides  of  it.' 

The  end  of  the  first  vision  ofMirza. 

ADDISON.  C. 
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•Cui  men8  dtvinior,  atque  os 


Magna  sonaturum,  dea  nomirda  ht^ua  honorem.   Hob.  Sit. 

He  alone  can  claim  this  name,  who  writes 
l¥ith  fancy  high,  and  bold  and  daring  flights.     Cbeech. 

There  is  no  character  more  frequently  given 
to  a  writer  than  that  of  being  a  genius.  1  nave 
heard  many  a  little  sonneteer  called  a  fine  ge- 
nius. There  is  not  an  heroic  scribbler  in  the 
nation,  that  has  not  his  admirers  who  think  him 
a  great  genius;  and  as  for  your  smatterers  in 
tragedy,  there  is  scarce  a  man  among  them  who 
is  not  cried  up  by  one  or  other  for  a  prodigious 
genius. 

My  design  in  this  paper  is  to  consider  what 
is  properly  a  great  genius,  and  to  throw  some 
ihou^tB  together  on  so  un<$Qmmon  a  subject 
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Among  great  geniuses,  those  few  draw  the  ad- 
miration of  all  the  world  upon  them,  and  stand 
up  as  the  prodijgies  of  mankind,  who,  by  the 
mere  strength  oi  natural  parts,  and  without  any 
assistance  of  art  or  learning,  have  produced  works 
that  were  the  .delight  of  their  own  times,  and  the 
wonder  of  posterity.  There  appears  something 
nobly  wild  and  extrava^nt  in  tnese  great  natu- 
ral geniuses,  that  is  infinitely  more  beautiful  than 
all  tne  turn  and  polishing  of  what  the  French  call 
a  bel  esprit;  by  which  they  would  express  a  ge- 
nius refined  by  conversation,  reflection,  and  the 
reading  of  the  most  polite  authors.  The  greatest 
genius  which  runs  through  the  arts  and  sciences, 
takes  a  kind  of  tincture  Irom  them,  and  falls  un- 
avoidably into  imitation. 

Many  of  these  great  natural  geniuses  that  were 
never  disciplined  and  broken  by  rules  of  art,  are 
to  be  found  among  the  ancients,  and  in  particu- 
lar among  those  of  the  more  eastern  parts  of  the 
world.  Homer  has  innumerable  flights  that  Vir- 
gil was  not  able  to  reach;  and  in  the  Old  Testa- 
ment we  find  several  passages  more  elevated  and 
sublime  than  any  in  Homer.  At  the  same  time 
that  we  allow  a  greater  and  more  daring  genius 
to  the  ancients,  we  must  own  that  the  greatest  of 
them  very  much  failed  in,  or,  if  you  will,  that 
they  were  much  above  the  nicety  and  correct- 
ness of  the  moderns.  In  their  similitudes  and 
allusions,  provided  there  was  a  likeness,  they  did 
not  much  trouble  themselves  about  the  decency 
of  the  comparison.  Thus  Solomon  resembles 
the  nose  of  nis  beloved  to  the  tower  of  Lebanon 
which  looketh  towards  Damascus;  as  the  coming 
of  a  thief  in  the  night  is  a  similitude  of  the  same 
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kind  in  the  New  Testament.  It  would  be  end- 
less to  make  collections  of  this  nature:  Homer 
illustrates  one  of  his  heroes  encompassed  with 
the  enemy,  by  an  ass  in  a  field  of  corn,  that  has 
his  sides  "belaboured  by  all  the  boys  of  the  vil- 
lage without  stirring  a  foot  for  it;  and  another  of 
them  tossing  to  and  fro  in  his  bed  and  burning 
with  resentment,  to  a  piece  of  flesh  broiled  on 
the  coals.  This  particular  failure  m  the  ancients 
opens  a  large  field  of  raillery  to  the  little  wits, 
who  can  laugh  at  an  indecency,  but  not  relish 
the  sublime  in  these  sorts  of  writings.  The  pre- 
sent emperor  of  Persia,  conformable  to  this  east- 
.  em  way  of  thinking,  amidst  a  great  many  pomp- 
ous titles,  denominates  himseli  the  sun  of  glory  ^ 
and  the  nutmeg  of  delight.  Ifl  short,  to  cut  off 
all  cavilling  agamstthe  ancients,  and  particularly 
those  of  the  warmer  climates,  who  had  most  heat 
and  life  in  their  imaginations,  we  are  to  consider 
that  the  rule  of  observing  what  the  French  call 
the  bienseance  in  an  allusion,  has  been  found  out 
of  later  years,  and  in  the  colder  regions  of  the 
world;  where  we  would  make  some  amends  for 
our  want  of  force  and  spirit^  by  a  scrupulous  nice- 
ty and  exactness  in  our  compositions.  Our  coun- 
tryman Shakspeare  was  a  remarkable  instance 
of  this  first  kind  of  great  geniuses. 

1  can  not  quit  this  head  without  observing,  that 
Pindar  was  a  great  genius  of  the  first  class,  who 
was  hurried  on  by  a  natural  fire  and  impetuosity 
to  vast  conceptions  of  things,  and  noble  sallies  of 
imagination.  At  the  same  time,  can  any  thing 
be  more  ridiculous  than  for  men  of  a  sober  and 
moderate  fancy  to  imitate  this  poet's  way  of 
writing,  in  those  monstrous  compositions  which 
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fo  among  us  under  the  name  of  Pindarics?  When 
see  people  copying  works,  which  as  Horace 
has  represented  them,  are  singular  in  their  kind, 
and  inimitable;  when  I  see  men  following  ir- 
regularities by  rule,  and  by  the  little  tricks  of  art 
straining  after  the  most  unbounded  flights  of  na- 
ture— 1  can  not  but  apply  to  them  that  passage 
ill  Terence: 


Incerta  haee  si  tu  postules 

Ratione  certdfacere,  nihttoplus  agas, 

Quam  ai  dea  cperamy  ut  cum  ratione  insanias,    Euir. 

*  You  may  as  well  pretend  to  be  mad  and  in  your  senses 
at  the  same  time,  as  to  think  of  reducing  these  uncertain 
things  to  any  certsdnty  by  reason.'* 

In  short,  a  modern  Pindaric  writer,  compared 
with  Pindar,  is  like  a  sister  among.the  Camisars* 
compared  with  Yirgil^s  Sibyl:  there  is  the  distor- 
tion, grimace,  and  outward  figure,  but  nothing, 
of  that  divine  impulse  which  raiges  the  mind 
above  itself^  and  makes  the  sounds,  more  thaa 
human. 

There  is  another  kind  of  great  geniuses  whidi . 
I  shall  place  in  a^econd  class,  not  as  I  think  them  ■ 
inferior  to  the  first,  but  only  for  distinction's' 
sake,  as  they  are  of  a  different  kind.  This  second 
class  of  great  geniuses  are  those  that  have  formed 
themselves  by  rules,  and  submitted  the  greatness 
of  their  natural  talents  to  the  corrections  and  re- 
straints of  art  Such  among  the  Qre^ks  were 
Plato  and  Aristotle;  among  the  Romans  Virgil 

•  Or  the  French  prophets.  They  were  a  set  of  enthud- 
asts  of  Gevennes  in  France,  who  worked  themselves  into 
strangle  distortions  of  the  body,  pretending  gifts  and  mira- 
cles. 
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and  Tully;  among  the  English  Milton  and  Sir 
Francis  fiacon. 

The  eenius  in  both  these  classes  of  authors  may 
be  equally  great,  but  shows  itself  after  a  different 
manner.  In  the  first  it  is  like  a  rich  soil  in  a  hap- 
py climate,  that  piroduces  a  whole  wilderness  of 
noble  plants,  rising  in  a  thousand  beautiful  land- 
scapes, without  arty  certain  order  or  regularity. 
In  the  other  it  is  the  same  rich  soil  under  the 
same  happy  climate,  that  has  been  laid  out  in 
walks  and  parterres  and  cut  into  shape  and  beau- 
ty by  the  skill  of  the  gardener. 

The  great  danger  in  these  latter  kind  of  geni- 
uses is,  lest  they  cramp  their  own  abilities  too 
much  by  imitation,  and  form  themselves  altoge- 
ther upon  models,  without  giving  the  full  plav  to 
their  own  natural  parts.  An  imitation  of  the  nest 
authors  is  not  to  compare  with  a  good  original; 
and  1  believe  we  may  observe,  that  very  few  wri- 
ters make  an  extraordinary  figure  in  tne  world, 
who  have  not  something  in  their  way  of  thinking 
o^  expressing  themselves  that  is  peculiar  to  them, 
and  entirely  their  own. 

It  is  odd  to  consider  what  great  geniuses  are 
sometimes  thrown  away  upon  tribes. 

1  once  saw  a  shepherd,  says  a  famous  Italian 
author,  who  used  to  divert  himself  in  his  soli- 
tudes with  tossing  up  eggs  and  catching  them 
again  without  breaking  them;  in  which  ne  had 
arrived  to  so  great  a  aegree  of  perfection,  that 
he  would  keep  up  four  at  a  time  for  several  mi- 
nutes together  playing  in  the  air,  and  falling  into 
his  hands  by  turns.  I  think,  says  the  author,  I 
never  saw  a  greater  severity  than  in  this  man's 
face;  for  by  nis  wonderful  perseverance  and  ap« 
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plication,  he  had  contracted  the  seriousness  and 
gravity  of  a  privy  counsellor;  and  could  not  but 
reflect  with  myself,  that  the  same  assiduity  and 
attention,  had  they  been  rightly  applied,  might 
have  made  him  a  greater  mathematician  than 
Archimedes. 

ADDISON.  C. 
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Ipse  dies  agUat  festos:  fususque  per  herbam, 

j^nis  ubi  in  medio  et  socU  creUera  coronantf 

Te  UhanSf  Lensee^  vocai:  pecorisque  magistris 

VehcisjacuK  certamina  ponit  in  ulmo, 

Corporaque  agresti  nudat  praedurapcdaBStra. 

Hane  ohm  veteres  vitam  coluere  Saiini, 

Hone  JRemus  eif rater:  sicfortis  Etruria  erebit, 

SdUcetei  rerum  facta  eat  pukherrima  Roma,  YiRe.  Gsoro. 

Himself,  in  rustic  pomp,  on  holy-days, 

To  rural  powers  a  just  oblation  pays. 

And  on  the  g^een  his  careless  limbs  displays. 

The  hearth  is  in  the  midst:  the  herdsmen  round 

The  cheerful  fire,  provoke  his  health  in  goblets  crown'd. 

He  calls  on  Bacchus,  and  propounds  the  prize, 

The  groom  his  fellow-groom  at  buts  defies. 

And  bends  his  bow,  and  levels  with  his  eyes; 

Or,  stript  for  wrestling",  smears  his  limbs  with  oil. 

And  watches  with  a  trip  his  foe  to  foil. 

Such  was  the  life  the  frugal  Sabines  led: 

So  Remus  and  his  brother-god  were  bred; 

From  whom  th'  austere  Etrurian  virtue  rose; 

And  this  rude  life  our  homely  fathers  chose* 

Old  Rome  from  such  a  race  deriv'd  her  birth. 

The  seat  of  empire,  and  the  conquer*d  earth.       Drtosn. 

1  AM  glad  that  my  late  going  into  the  country 
has  increased  the  number  of  my  correspondents* 
one  of  whom  sends  me  the  following  letter. 
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^  Though  you  are  pleased  to  retire  from  us  so 
soon  into  the  city,  I  hope  you  will  not  think  the 
affairs  of  the  country  altogether  unworthy  of  your 
inspection  for  the  future.  I  had  the  honour  of 
seeing  your  short  face  at  Sir  Roger  de  Co  verley's, 
and  have  ever  since  thought  your  person  and 
writings  both  extraordinary.  Had  you  staid 
there  a  few  days  longer,  you  would,  have  seen  a 
country  wake,  which  you  know,  in  most  parts 
of  England,  is  the  Eve-feast  of  the  dedication  of 
our  churches.  I  was  last  week  at  one  of  these 
assemblies,  which  was  held  in  a  neighbouring 
parish;  where  I  found  their  green  covered  with  a 
promiscuous  multitude  of  allages  and  both  sexes, 
who  esteem  one  another  more  or  less  the  follow- 
ing part  of  the  year,  according  as  they  distinguish 
themselves  at  this  time.  The  whole  company 
were  in  their  holiday  clothes,  and  divided  into 
several  parties,  all  of  them  endeavouring  to  show 
themselves  in  those  exercises  wherein  they  ex- 
celled, and  to  gain  the  approbation  of  the  look- 
ers-on. 

*  1  found  a  ring  of  cudgel-players,  who  were 
breaking  one  another's  heads  in  order  to  make 
some  impression  on  their  mistresses'  hearts.  I 
observed  a  lusty  young  fellow  who  had  the  mis- 
fortune of  a  broken  pate:  but  what  considerably 
added  to  the  anguish  of  the  wound  was  his  over- 
hearing an  old  man,  who  shook  his  head  and  said, 
that  he  questioned  now  if  Black  Kate  would  mar- 
ry him  this  three  years.  I  was  diverted  from  a 
farther  observation  of  these  combatants  by  a  foot- 
ball match,  whicfi  was  on  the  other  side  of  the 
green;  where  Tom  Short  behaved  himself  so  well, 
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that  most  people  seemed  to  agree,  "  it  was  im- 
possible that  he  should  remain  a  bachelor  until 
the  next  wake.''  Having  played  many  a  match 
myself,  I  could  have  lookecf  longer  on  this  sport, 
had  I  not  observed  a  country  girl,  who  was  post- 
ed on  an  eminence  at  some  distance  from  me, 
and  was  making  so  many  odd  grimaces,  and  writh- 
ing and  distorting  her  w:hole  body  in  so  strange 
a  manner,  as  made  me  very  desirous  to  know  the 
meaning  of  it.  Upon  my  coming  up  to  her,  1 
found  that  she  was  overlooking  a  ring  of  wrest- 
lers, and  that  her  sweetheart,  a  person  of  small 
stature,  was  contending  with  a  huge  brawny  fel- 
low, who  twirled  him  about,  and  «kook  the  little 
man  so  violently,  that  by  a  secret  sy-mpathy  of 
hearts  it  produced  all  those  agitations  in  the  per- 
son of  his  mistress,  who,  I  dare  say,  like  Celia  in 
Shakspeare  on  the  same  occasion,  could  have 
"  wished  herself  invisible,  to  catch  the  strong  fel- 
low by  the  leg. "  The  'squire  of  the  parish  treats 
the  wnole  company  every  year  with  a  hogshead 
of  ale;  and  proposes  a  beaver  hat  as  a  recompense 
to  him  who  gives  most  falls.  This  has  raised 
such  a  spirit  of  emulation  in  the  youth  of  the 
place,  that  some  of  them  have  rendered  them- 
selves very  expert  at  this  exercise;  and  I  was 
often  surprised  to  see  a  fellow's  heels  fly  up,  by  a 
trip  whicn  was  given  him  so  smartly  that  1  could 
scarce  discern  it.  1  found  that  the  old  wrestlers 
seldom  entered  the  ring,  till  some  one  was  grown 
formidable  by  having  thrown  two  or  three  of  his 
opponents;  but  kept  themselves  as  it  were  in  a 
reserved  body  to  defend  the  hat,  which  is  always 
hung  up  by  the  person  who  gets  it,  in  one  of  the 
most  conspicuous  parts  of  the  house,  and  looked 
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upon  by  the  whole  family  as  something  redound- 
ing much  more  to  their  honour  than  a  coat  of 
arms.  There  was  a  fellow  who  was  so  busy  in 
regulating  all  the  ceremonies,  and  seemed  to  car- 
ry such  an  air  of  importance  in  his  looks,  that  1 
could  not  help  inquiring  who  he  was;  and  was 
immediately  answered,  that  he  did  not  value  him- 
self upon  nothing,  for  that  he  and  his  ancestors 
had  won  so  many  hats  that  his  parlour  looked 
like  a  haberdasher*s  shop.  However,  this  thirst 
of  glory  in  them  all,  was  the  reason  that  no  one 
man  stood  "  lord  of  the  ring^^  for  above  three  falls 
while  1  was  among  them. 

^  The  young  maids,  who  were  not  lookers-on 
at  these  exercises,  were  themselves  engaged  in 
some  diversion;  and  upon  my  asking  a  farmer's 
son  of  my  own  parish  what  he  was  gazing  at  with 
so  much  attention,  he  told  me,  thathe  was  seeing 
Betty  Welch,  whom  1  knew  to  be  his  sweetheart, 
pitch  a  bar. 

^  In  short,  I  found  the  men  endeavoured  to 
show  the  women  they  were  no  cowards,  and  that 
the  whole  company  strived  to  recommend  them- 
selves to  each  other,  by  making  it  appear  that 
they  were  all  in  a  perfect  state  of  health,  and  fit 
to  undergo  any  fatigues  of  bodily  labour. 

'  Your  judgment  upon  this  method  of  love  and 
gallantry,  as  it  is  at  present  practised  amongst 
us  in  the  country,  will  very  much  oblige.  Sir, 

*  Your's,  &c. 

If  1  would  here  put  on  the  scholar  and  politi- 
cian, I  might  inform  my  readers  how  thesebodily 
exercises  or  games  were  formerly  encouraged  in 
all  the  commonwealths  of  Greece;  from  whence 
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the  Romans,  afterwards  borrowed  their  Pentath- 
lum,  which  was  composed  of  running,  wrestling, 
leaping,  throwing  and  boxing,  though  the  prizes 
were  generally  nothing  but  a  crown  of  cypress 
or  parsley,  hats  not  being  in  fashion  in  those  days: 
that  there  is  an  old  statute  which  obliges  every 
man  in  England,  having  such  an  estate,  to  keep 
and  exercise  the  long  bow;  by  which  means  our 
ancestors  excelled  all  other  nations  in  the  use  of 
that  weapon;  and  we  had  all  the  real  advantages 
without  the  inconvenience  of  a  standing  army; 
and  that  I  once  met  with  a  book  of  projects,  in 
which  the  author,  considering  to  what  noble  ends 
/hat  spirit  of  emulation,  which  remarkably  shows 
itself  among  our  common  people  in  these  wakes, 
might  be  directed,  proposes,  that  for  the  improve- 
ment of  all  our  handicraft  trades,  there  should  be 
annual  prizes  set  up  for  such  persons  as  were 
most  excellent  in  their  several  arts.  But  laying 
aside  all  these  political  considerations,  wnich 
might  tempt  me  to  pass  the  limits  of  my  paper, 
I  confess  the  greatest  benefit  and  convenience 
that  1  can  observe  in  these  country  festivals,  is 
the  bringing  young  people  together,  and  giving 
them  an  opportunity  of  showmg  themselves  in 
the  most  advantageous  light.  A  country  fellow 
that  throws  his  rival  upon  his  back,  has  general- 
ly as  good  success  with  their  -^'^mmon  mistress; 
as  nothing  is  more  usual  than  for  nimble-footed 
wench  to  get  a  husband  at  the  sau  e  time  j>iie  wins 
a  smock.  Love  and  marriages  are  the  mtural 
effects  of  these  anniversary  assemblies.  I  must 
therefore  very  much  approve  the  method  by 
which  my  correspondent  tells  me  each  sex  en- 
deavours to  recommend  itself  to  the  other,  since 


270  THE  SPBCTATOB.  No.  161. 

nothing  seems  more  likely  to  promise  a  healthy 
offspring  or  a  happy  cohabitation.  And  I  be- 
lieve 1  may  assure  my  country  friend,  that  there 
has  been  many  a  court  lady  who  would  be  con- 
tented to  exchange  her  crazy  young  husband  for 
Tom  Short,  and  several  men  ofquality  who  would 
have  parted  with  a  tender  yoke-fellow  for  Black 
Eate. 

I  am  the  more  pleased  with  having  love  made 
the  principal  end  and  design  of  these  naeetings, 
as  it  seems  to  be  most  agreeable  to  the  intent  for 
which  they  were  at  first  instituted,  as  we  are  in- 
formed by  the  learned  Dr.  Kennet,  with  whose 
words  I  shall  conclude  my  present  paper. 

*  These  wakes,  says  he,  were  in  imitation  of 
the  ancient  ayo^at,  or  love-feasts,  and  were  first 
established  in  England  by  Pope  Gregory  the 
Great,  who,  in  an  epistle  to  Meiitus  the  Abbot, 
gave  order  that  they  should  be  kept  in  shades  or 
arbories  made  up  with  the  branches  and  boughs  of 
trees  round  the  church.' 

He  adds,  that  this  laudable  custom  of  wakes 
prevailed  for  many  apes,  until  the  nice  puritans 
began  to  exclaim  against  it  as  a  remnant  of  pope- 
ry; and  by  degrees  the  precise  humour  grew  so 
popular,  that  at  an  Exeter  assizes  the  lord  chief 
oaron  Walter  made  an  order  for  the  suppression 
of  all  wakes:  but  on  bishop  Laud's  complaining 
of  this  innovating  humour,  the  king  commanded 
the  order  to  be  reversed.' 

BUDGELL.  X. 

END  or  VOL.  Itl. 


THE 


SPECTATOR. 


WITH 


IkBttjits  nf  tlif  tints  nf  tjir  5latIinrS; 


AN  INDEX, 


Ain> 


EXPLANATORY  NOTES. 


IN  TWELVE  VOLUMES. 


VOL.   IV. 


PHILADELPHIA : 

CRISSY   &   MARKLEY, 

AND  THOMAS,  COWPERTHWAIT  A  CO. 

1853. 


■( 


!, 

■  i  ' 

t;  • 

h  r 
I  ■ 

i   I 


THE  SPECTATOR. 


No.  162.    WEDNESDAY,  SEPT.  5, 1711. 

•Servetur  ad  imum^ 


QuaUs  ab  incepto  processcntf  et  sibi  constet.  Hor. 
Preserve  consistency  throughout  the  whole. 

Nothing  that  is  not  a  real  crime  makes  a  man 
appear  so  contemptible  and  little  in  the  eyes  of 
the  world  as  inconsistency,  especially  when  it 
regards  religion  or  party.  In  either  of  these 
cases,  though  a  man  perhaps  does  but  his  duty 
in  changing  his  side,  he  not  only  makes  himself 
hated  by  those  he  left,  but  is  seldom  heartily  es- 
teemed by  those  he  comes  over  to. 

In  these  great  articles  of  life,  therefore,  a  man's 
conviction  ought  to  be  very  strong,  and  if  possi- 
ble so  well  timed,  that  worldly  advantages  may 
seem  to  have  no  share  in  it,  or  mankind  will  be 
ill-natured  enough  to  think  he  does  not  change 
sides  out  of  principle,  but  either  out  of  levity  of 
temper  or  prospects  of  interest.  Converts  and 
renegadoes  of  all  kinds  should  take  particular 
care  to  let  the  world  see  they  act  upon  honoura- 
ble motives,  for  whatever  approbations  they  may 
receive  from  themselves,  and  applauses  from 
those  they  converse  with,  they  may  be  very  well 
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assured  that  they  are  the  scorn  of  all  good  men, 
and  the  public  marks  of  infamy  and  derision. 

Irresolution  on  the  schemes  of  life,  which  offer 
themselves  to  our  choice,  and  inconstancy  in 
pursuing  them,  are  the  greatest  and  most  univer- 
sal causes  ^  all  our  disquiet  and  unhappiness. 
When  ambition  pulls  one  way,  interest  another, 
inclination  a  third,  and  perhaps  reason  contrary 
to  all,  a  man  is  likely  to  pass  his  time  but  ill  who 
has  so  many  different  parties  to  please.  When 
the  mind  hovers  among  such  a  variety  of  allure- 
ments, one  had  better  settle  on  a  way  of  life  that 
is  not  the  very  best  we  might  have  chosen,  than 
grow  old  without  determinmg  our  choice,  and  go 
out  of  the  world,  as  the  greatest  part  of  mankind 
do,  before  we  have  resolved  how  to  live  in  it 
There  is  but  one  method  of  setting  ourselves  at 
rest  in  this  particular,  and  that  is  by  adhering 
steadfastly  to  one  great  end  as  the  chief  and  ulti- 
mate aim  of  all  our  pursuits.  If  we  are  firmly 
resolved  to  live  up  to  the  dictates  of  reason,  with- 
out any  regard  to  wealth,  reputation,  or  the  like 
considerations,  any  more  than  as  they  fall  in  with 
our  principal  design,  we  may  go  through  life 
with  steadfiness  and  pleasure;  but  if  we  act  by 
several  broken  views,  and  will  not  only  be  vir- 
tuous but  wealthy,  popular,  and  every  thing  that 
has  a  value  set  upon  it  by  the  world,  we  shall 
live  and  die  in  misery  and  repentance. 

One  should  take  more  than  ordinary  care  to 
guard  one's  self  against  this  particular  imperfec- 
tion, because  it  is  that  which  our  nature  very 
strongly  inclines  us  to;  for  if  we  examine  our- 
selves thoroughly,  we  shall  find  that  we  arb  the 
most  changeable  beings  in  the  universe.    In  re- 
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spect  of  our  understanding,  we  often  embrace  and 
reject  the  very  same  opmions;  whereas  beings 
above  and  beneath  us  have  probably  no  opinions 
at  all,  or  at  least  no  wavering  and  uncertainties 
in  those  they  have.  Our  superiors  are  guided  by 
intuition,  and  our  inferiors  by  instinct.  In  re- 
spect of  our  wills,  we  fall  into  crimes  and  recover 
out  of  them,  are  amiable  or  odious  in  the  eyes  of 
our  great  Judge,  and  pass  our  whole  life  in  offend- 
ing and  asking  pardon.  On  the  contrary,  the  be- 
ings underneath  us  are  not  capable  of  sinning,  nor 
those  above  us  of  repenting.  The  one  is  out  of 
the  possibilities  of  duty,  and  the  other  fixed  in 
an  eternal  course  of  sin,  or  an  eternal  course  of 
virtue. 

There  is  scarce  a  state  of  life,  or  stage  in  it, 
which  does  not  produce  changes  and  revolutions 
in  the  mind  of  man.  Our  schemes  of  thought  in 
infancy  are  lost  in  those  of  youth;  these  two  take 
a  different  turn  in  manhood,  until  old  age  often 
leads  us  back  into  our  former  infancy.  A  new 
title  or  an  unexpected  success  throws  us  out  of 
ourselves,  and  in  a  manner  destroys  our  identity. 
A  cloudy  day,  or  a  little  sun-shine,  have  as  great 
an  influence  on  many  constitutions  as  the  most 
real  blessings  or  misfortunes.  A  dream  varies 
our  being,  and  changes  our  condition  while  it 
lasts;  and  every  passion,  not  to  mention  health 
and  sickness  and  the  greater  alterations  in  body 
and  mind,  makes  us  appear  almost  different  crea- 
tures. If  a  man  is  so  distinguished  amon^r  other 
beings  by  this  infirmity,  what  can  we  thmk  of 
such  as  make  themselves  remarkable  for  it,  even 
among  their  own  species?  It  is  a  very  trifling 
character  to  be  One  of  the  most  variable  beings  ot 
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the  most  variable  kind,  especially  if  we  consider 
that  He  who  is  the  great  standard  of  perfection, 
has  in  him  no  shadow  of  change,  but  is  the  same 
yesterday,  to-day,  and  for  ever. 

As  this  mutability  of  temper  and  inconsistency 
with  ourselves  is  the  greatest  weakness  of  human 
nature,  so  it  makes  the  person  who  is  remarkable 
for  it,  in  a  very  particular  manner,  more  ridicu- 
lous than  any  other  infirmity  whatsoever,  as  it 
sets  him  in  a  greater  variety  of  foolish  lights,  and 
distinguishes  nim  from  himself  by  an  opposition 
of  party-coloured  characters.  The  most  humor- 
ous character  in  Horace  is  founded  upon  this  un- 
evenness  of  temper  and  irregularity  of  conduct. 

Sardua  ?iabebat. 


Ilk  TigeUius  hoc:  Cassar,  qui  cogere  posset, 
Sipeteret  per  amtcitiam  patris,  atqtte  suam,  non 
Quidquam  proficeret:  si  coUibuisseti  ab  ovo 
Usque  ad  mala  dtaret,  Jo  Bacche,  modd  summd 
Voce,  modd  hac,  resonat  quse  chordis  quaiuor  ima. 
Nil  aeqtuzle  hormnifuit  iili:  sa^e  velut  qui 
Currebat  fugiens  hostem:  persxpe  velut  qui 
Junonis  sacra  ferret:  habeoat  sscpe  ducentos, 
Saepe  decern  servos:  modd  reges  atque  tetrarchas. 
Omnia  masna  hquens:  m/)doy  Sit  mihi  mensa  tripes,  et 
Concha  salis  pun,  et  toga,  quse  defendere  fngus, 
Quamvis  crassa,  quaeat,    Dedes  centena  dedisses 
Huic  parco  paucis  contento,  quinque  diebus 
Nil  erai  in  hcuUs.     Noctes  vigilabat  ad  ipsum 
'        Mane:  diem  totum  stertebat.     Nilfuii  unquam 
Sic  impar  sibi Hl-r.  Sat 

Instead  of  translating  this  passage  in  Horace 
I  shall  entertain  my  English  reader  with  the  de 
scription  of  a  parallel  character,  that  is  wonder- 
fully well  finished  by  Mr.  Dryden,  and  raised 
upon  the  same  foundation. 
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'*In  the  first  rank  of  these  did  Zimri  stand: 
A  man  so  various,  that  he  seem'd  to  be 
Not  one,  but  all  mankind's  epitome. 
StilT  in  opinions,  always  in  the  wrdng; 
Was  every  thing  by  starts,  and  nothing  long; 
But  in  the  course  of  one  revolving  moon, 
Was  chemist,  fiddler,  statesman,  and  buffoon: 
Then  all  for  women,  painting,  rhyming,  drinking: 
Besides  ten  thousand  freaks  that  died  in  thinking. 
Blest  madman,  who  could  every  hour  employ 
With  something  new  to  wish,  or  to  enjoy!" 
ADftlSON.  C. 


•^-0©e>-f>- 
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Si  quid  ego  adfuero,  curamve  kvasso^ 

Quas  nunc  te  coquitt  et  versat  sub  peetore  jixa^ 
Ecquid  erit  pretii?  Enx.  ap.  TuUium. 

Say,  will  you  thank  me  if  I  bring  you  rest, 
And  ease  the  torture  of  your  lab'ring  breast? 

Inquiries  after  happiness,  and  rules  for  attain- 
ing it,  are  not  so  necessary  and  useful  to  man- 
kind, as  the  arts  of  consolation,  and  supporting 
one's  self  under  affliction.  The  utmost  we  can 
hope  for  in  this  world  is  contentment;  if  we  aim 
at  any  thing  higher,  we  shall  meet  with  nothing 
but  grief  and  disappointment.  A  man  should  di- 
rect all  his  studies  and  endeavours  at  making  him- 
self easy  now,  and  happy  hereafter. 

The  truth  of  it  is,  if  all  the  happiness  that  is 
dispersed  through  the  whole  race  ot  mankind  in 
this  world  were  drawn  together,  and  put  into  the 
possession  of  any  single  man,  it  would  not  make 
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a  very  happy  being.     Though,  on  the  contrary 
if  the  miseries  of  the  whole  species  were  fixed  in 
a  single  person,  they  would  make  a  very  misera- 
ble one. 

I  am  engaged  in  this  subject  by  the  following 
letter,  which,  though  subscribed  by  a  fictitious 
name,  1  have  reason  to  believe  is  not  imaginary. 

'  MR.  SPECTATOR, 

*  1  am  one  of  your  disciples,  and  endeavour  to 
live  up  to  your  rules,  which  I  hope  will  incline 
you  to  pitv  my  condition:  I  shall  open  it  to  you 
m  a  very  few  words.  About  three  years  since  a 
gentleman,  whom,  1  am  sure,  you  yourself  would 
have  approved,  made  his  addresses  to  me.  He 
had  every  thing  to  recommend  him  but  an  estate; 
so  that  my  friends,  who  all  of  them  applauded 
his  person,  would  not  for  the  sake  of  both  of  us 
favour  his  passion.  For  my  own  part,  I  resigned 
myself  up  entirely  to  the  direction  of  those  who 
knew  the  world  much  better  than  myself,  but 
still  lived  in  hopes  that  some  juncture  or  other 
would  make  me  happy  in  the  man  whom,  in  my 
heart,  1  preferred  to  all  the  world;  being  deter- 
mined, if  1  could  not  have  him,  to  have  nobody 
else.  About  three  months  ago  1  received  a  letter 
from  him,  acquainting  me,  that  by  the  death  of 
an  uncle  he  had  a  considerable  estate  left  him, 
which  he  said  was  welcome  to  him  upon  no  other 
account,  but  as  he  hoped  it  would  remove  all 
difficulties  that  lay  in  the  way  to  our  mutual  hap- 
piness. You  may  well  suppose,  sir,  with  how 
much  joy  I  received  this  letter,  which  was  follow- 
ed by  severa)  others,  filled  with  those  expressions 
of  love  and  joy,  which  1  verily  believe  nobody 
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felt  more  sincerely,  nor  knew  better  how  to  de- 
scribe, than  the  gentleman  I  am  speaking  of.  But, 
sir,  how  shall  1  be  able  to  tell  you  I  by  the  last 
week's  post  I  received  a  letter  from  an  intimate 
friend  ot  this  unhappy  centleman,  acquainting  me, 
that  as  he  had  just  settled  his  aflfairs,  and  was  pre- 
paring for  his  jou^'ney,  he  fell  sick  of  a  fever  and 
died.  It  is  impossible  to  express  to  you  the  dis- 
tress I  am  in  upon  this  occasion.  I  can  only  have 
recourse  to  my  devotions,  and  to  the  reading  of 
good  books  for  my  consolation;  and  as  I  always 
take  a  particular  delight  in  those  freauent  advices 
and  aclmonitions  which  you  give  tne  public,  it 
would  be  a  very  great  piece  of  charity  m  you  to 
lend  me  your  assistance  in  this  conjuncture.  If  af- 
ter the  reading  of  this  letter  you  find  yourself  in 
a  humour  rather  to  rally  and  ridicule,  than  to 
comfort  me,  I  desire  you  would  throw  it  into  the 
fire,  and  think  no  more  of  it;  but  if  you  are  touch- 
ed with  my  misfortune,  which  is  greater  than  I 
know  how  to  bear,  your  counsels  may  very  much 
support,  and  will  infinitely  oblige  the  afflicted 

*  LEONORA.' 

A  disappointment  in  love  is  more  hard  to  get 
over  than  any  other:  the  passion  itself  so  softens 
and  subdues  the  heart,  that  it  disables  it  from 
struggling  or  bearing  up  against  the  woes  and 
distresses  which  befall  it.  Tne  mind  meets  with 
other  misfortunes  in  her  whole  strength;  she 
stands  collected  within  herself,  and  sustains  the 
shock  with  all  the  force  which  is  natural  to  her; 
but  a  heart  in  love  has  its  foundation  sapped,  and 
immediately  sinks  under  the  weight  of  accidents 
that  are  disagreeable  to  its  favourite  passion. 


il 
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;]  In  afflictions  men  generally  draw  their  consa 

i  lations  out  of  books  of  morality,  which  indeec 

are  of  great  use  to  fortify  and  strengthen  the 
mind  against  the  impressions  of  sorrow.     Mon- 
sieur St.  Evremona,  who  does  not  approve  of 
il  this  method,  recommends  authors  who  are  apt  tc 

i  stir  up  mirth  in  the  mind  of  the  readers,  and  fan- 

cies Don  Quixote  can  give  more  relief  to  a  heavy 
heart  than  Plutarch  or  Seneca,  as  it  is  much  easi- 
er to  divert  grief  than  to  conquer  it  This,  doubtr 
less,  may  have  its  effects  on  some  tempers.  I 
^:  should  rather  have  recourse  to  authors  of  a  quite 

t  contrary  kind,  that  give  us  instances  of  calami- 

ties and  misfortunes,  and  show  human  nature  in 
its  greatest  distresses. 

If  the  afflictions  we  groan  under  be  very  heavy, 
we  shall  find  some  consolation  in  the  society  of 
as  great  sufferers  as  ourselves,  especially  when 
we  find  our  companions  men  of  virtue  and  merit. 
If  our  afflictions  are  light,  we  shall  be  comforted 
by  the  comparison  we  make  between  ourselves 
and  our  fellow  sufferers.  A  loss  at  sea,  a  fit  of 
sickness,  or  the  death  of  a  friend,  are  such  trifles 
when  we  consider  whole  kingdoms  laid  in  ashes, 
families  put  to  the  sword,  wretches  shut  up  in 
dungeons,  and  the  like  calamities  of  mankmd, 
that  we  are  out  of  countenance  for  our  own 
weakness,  if  we  sink  under  such  little  strokes  of 
fortune. 

Let  the  disconsolate  Leonora  consider,  that  at 
the  very  time  in  which  she  languishes  for  the 
loss  of  her  deceased  lover,  there  are  persons  in 
several  parts  of  the  world  just  perishing  in  ship- 
wreck; others  crying  out  for  mercy  in  the  terrors 
of  a  death-bed  repentance;  others  lying  under  the 
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tortures  of  an  infamous  execution,  or  the  like 
dreadful  calamities;  and  she  will  find  her  sorrows 
vanish  at  the  appearance  of  those  which  are  so 
much  greater  and  more  astonishing. 

1  would  further  propose  to  the  consideration 
of  my  afflicted  disciple,  that  possibly  what  she 
now  looks  upon  as  the  greatest  misfortune,  is  not 
really  such  m  itself.  For  my  own  part,  I  ques- 
tion not  but  our  souls,  in  a  separate  state,  will 
look  back  on  their  lives  in  quite  another  view 
than  what  they  had  of  them  in  the  body;  and  that 
what  they  now  consider  as  misfortunes  and  dis- 
appointments, will  very  often  appear  to  have 
been  escapes  and  blessings. 

The  mind  that  hath  any  cast  towards  devotion, 
naturally  flies  to  it  in  its  afflictions. 

When  I  was  in  France  1  heard  a  very  remark- 
able story  of  two  lovers,  which  I  shall  relate  at 
length  in  my  to-morrow's  paper,  not  only  be- 
cause the  circumstances  of  it  are  extraordinary, 
but  because  it  may  serve  as  an  illustration  to  all 
that  can  be  said  on  this  last  head,  and  show  the 
power  of  religion  in  abating  that  particular  an- 
guish which  seems  to  lie  so  neavy  on  Leonora. 
The  story  was  told  me  by  a  priest,  as  I  travelled 
with  him  in  a  stage-coach.  I  shall  give  it  my 
reader,  as  well  asl  can  remember,  in  his  own 
words;  after  having  premised,  that  if  consolations 
may  be  drawn  from  a  wrong  relijgion  and  a  mis- 
guided devotion,  they  can  not  but  flow  much 
more  naturally  from  those  which  are  founded 
upon  reason,  and  established  in  good  sense. 

ADDISON.  L. 
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Hhj  quia  et  me,  inguU,  mtseram,  et  tcperdiditf  Orpheuf 
Jamque  vale:  feror  inserUi  drcumdata  node, 
Invcuidaaque  tiU  tenSena^  heui  non  ttm,  palmas,    Viao. 

Then  thus  the  bride:  What  fury  seiz'd  on  thee, 

Unhappy  man!  to  lose  Myself  and  me? 

And  now  farewell!  involv'd  in  shades  of  night. 

For  ever  I  am  ravish'd  from  thy  sig'ht; 

In  vain  I  reach  my  feeble  handis  to  join 

In  sweet  embraces,  ah!  no  longer  thine!     Dbtdbit. 

CoNSTANTiA  was  a  woman  of  extraordinar}; 
wit  and  beauty,  but  very  unbappy  in  a  father, 
who  having  arrived  at  great  riches  by  his  owr 
industry,  took  delight  in  nothing  but  his  money. 
Theodosius*  was  the  younger  son  of  a  decayei 
family  of  great  parts  and  learning,  improved  b) 
a  genteel  and  virtuous  education.  When  he  waj 
in  the  twentieth  year  of  his  age  he  became  ac 
quainted  with  Constantia,  who  had  not  then  pass 
ed  her  fifteenth  As  he  lived  but  a  few  milei 
distant  from  her  lather^s  house,  he  had  frequen 
.  opportun^ti'jfi  of  seeing  her;  and  by  the  act  van 
tages  of  a  good  person  and  a  pleasing  conversa 
tion,  "»Tiadft  such  an  impression  on  her  heart  as  i 
was  impossible  for  time  to  efface:  he  was  himsel 
no  less  smitten  with  Constantia.  A  long  ac 
quaintance  made  them  still  discover  new  beautie 
m  each  other,  and  by  degrees  raised  in  them  tha 
mutual  passion  which  had  an  influence  on  thei 

•  "The  Theodosius  and  Constantia"  of  Dr.  Lan^hom 
took  its  rise  from  this  paper.  There  was  also  at  this  tim 
published  a  poem  having  a  similar  title. 
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following  lives.  It  unfortunately  happened,  that 
in  the  midst  of  this  intercourse  of  love  and  friend- 
ship between  Theodosius  and  Constantia,  there 
broke  out  an  irreparable  quarrel  between  their 

Earents,  the  one  valuing  himself  too  much  upon 
is  birth,  and  the  other  upon  his  possessions. 
The  father  of  Constantia  was  so  incensed  at  the 
father  of  Theodosius,  that  he  contracted  an  un- 
reasonable aversion  towards  his  son,  insomuch 
that  he  forbade  him  his  house,  and  charged  his 
dauffhter  upon  her  duty  never  to  see  him  more. 
In  the  mean  time,  to  break  off  all  communication 
between  the  two  lovers,  who  he  knew  entertain- 
ed secret  hopes  of  some  favourable  opportunity 
that  should  bring  them  together,  he  found  out  a 
voung  gentleman  of  a  good  fortune  and  an  agreea- 
ble person  whom  he  pitched  upK)n  as  a  husband 
for  nis  daughter.  He  soon  concerted  this  affair 
so  well,  that  he  told  Constantia  it  was  his  design 
to  marry  her  to  such  a  gentleman,  and  that  her 
wedding  should  be  celeorated  on  such  a  day. 
Constantia,  who  was  overawed  with  the  authori- 
ty of  her  father,  and  unable  to  object  any  thing 
against  so  advantageous  a  match,  received  the 
proposal  with  a  profound  silence,  which  her 
father  commended  in  her,  as  the  most  decent 
manner  of  a  virgin's  giving  her  consent  to  an 
overture  of  that  kind.  The  noise  of  this  intend- 
ed marriage  soon  reached  Theodosius,  who,  after 
a  long  tumult  of  passions,  which  naturally  rise  in 
a  lover's  heart  on  such  an  occasion,  writ  the  fol- 
lowing letter  to  Constantia. 

*The  thought  of  my  Constantia,   which  for 
some  jearB  Kas  been  my  only  happiness,  is  now 
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become  a  greater  torment  to  me  than  1  am  able 
to  bear.  Must  I  then  live  to  see  you  another's? 
The  streams,  the  fields  and  meadows,  where  we 
have  so  often  talked  together,  grow  painful  to 
me;  life  itself  is  become  a  buroen.  May  you 
long  be  happy  in  the  world,  but  forget  that  there 
was  ever  such  a  man  in  it  as        Theodosius.' 

This  letter  was  conveyed  to  Constantia  that 
very  evening,  who  fainted  at  the  reading  of  it; 
and  the  next  morning  she  was  much  more  alarm- 
ed by  two  or  three  messengers  that  came  to  her 
father's  house,  one  after  another,  to  inquire  if 
they  had  heard  any  thing  of  Theodosius,  who  it 
seems  had  left  his  chamoer  about  midnight,  and 
could  no  where  be  found.  The  deep  melancholy 
which  had  hung  upon  his  mind  some  time  before, 
made  them  apprehend  the  worst  that  could  befall 
him.  Constantia,  who  knew  that  nothing  but  the 
report  of  her  marriage  could  have  driven  him  to 
such  extremities,  was  not  to  be  comforted;  she 
now  accused  herself  for  having  so  tamely  given 
an  ear  to  the  proposal  of  a  husband,  and  looked 
upon  the  new  lover  as  the  murderer  of  Theodo- 
sius; in  short,  she  resolved  to  suffer  the  utmost 
effects  of  her  father's  displeasure  rather  than 
comply  with  a  marriage  which  appeared  to  her 
so  full  of  guilt  and  horror.  The  father  seeing 
himself  entirely  rid  of  Theodosius,  and  likely  to 
keep  a  considerable  portion  in  his  family,  was 
not  very  much  concerned  at  the  obstinate  refusal 
of  his  daughter;  and  did  not  find  it  very  diffi- 
cult to  excuse  himself  upon  that  account  to  his 
intended  son-in-law,  who  had  all  along  regarded 
this  alliance  rather  as  a  marriage  of  convenience 
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than  of  love.  Constantia  had  now  no  relief  but 
in  her  devotions  and  exercises  of  religion,  to 
which  her  afflictions  had  so  entirely  subjected  her 
mind,  that  after  some  years  had  abated  the  vio- 
lence of  her  sorrows,  and  settled  her  thoughts  in 
a  kind  of  tranquillity,  she  resolved  to  pass  the  re- 
mainder of  her  days  in  a  convent.  Her  father 
was  not  displeased  with  a  resolution  that  would 
save  money  in  his  family,  and  readily  complied 
with  his  daughter's  intentions.  Accordingly,  in 
the  twenty-fifth  year  of  her  age,  w^hile  her  beauty 
was  yet  m  all  its  height  and  bloom,  he  carried 
her  to  a  neighbouring  city  in  order  to  look  out  a 
sisterhood  of  nuns  among  whom  to  place  his 
daughter.  There  was  in  this  place  a  father  of  a 
convent  who  was  very  much  renowned  for  his 
piety  and  exemplary  life;  and  as  it  is  usual  in  the 
Komish  church  for  those  who  are  under  any  great 
affliction  or  trouble  of  mind  to  apply  themselves 
to  the  most  eminent  confessors  for  pardon  and 
consolation,  our  beautiful  votary  took  the  oppor- 
tunity of  confessing  herself  to  this  celebrated  fa- 
ther. 

We  must  now  return  to  Theodosius,  who,  the 
very  morning  that  the  above-mentioned  inquiries 
had  been  made  after  him,  arrived  at  a  religious 
house  in  the  city  where  now  Constantia  resided; 
and  desiring  that  secrecy  and  concealment  of  the 
fathers  of  tlie  convent,  which  is  very  usual  upon 
any  extraordinary  occasion,  he  made  himself  one 
of  the  order,  with  a  private  vow  never  to  inquire 
after  Constantia;  whom  he  looked  upon  as  giv- 
en away  to  his  rival  upon  the  day  on  which,  ac- 
cording to  common  fame,  their  marriage  was  to 
have  been  solemnized.     Having  in  his  youth 
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i;  made  a  good  progress  in  learning,  that  he  migh 

'  dedicate  himself  more  entirely  to  religion,  he  en 

■  tered  into  holy  orders,  and  in  a  few  years  becam< 

renowned  for  his  sanctity  of  life,  and  those  pioui 
I  sentiments  which  he  inspired  into  all  who  con- 

!•  versed  with  him.  It  was  this  holy  man  to  whonr 

■i\  Constantia  had  determined  to  apply  herself  it 

confession,  though  neither  she  nor  any  other  be- 
sides the  prior  of  the  convent  knew  any  thin^ 
of  his  name  or  family.     The  gay,  the  amiabk 
^  Theodosius,  had  now  taken  upon  him  the  name 

of  father  Francis,  and  was  so  far  concealed  in  s 
long  beard,  a  shaven  head,  and  a  religious  habitj 
that  it  was  impossible  to  discover  the  man  of  the 
world  in  the  venerable  conventual. 

As  he  was  one  morning  shut  up  in  his  confes- 
sional, Constantia,  kneeling  by  him,  opened  the 
state  of  her  soul  to  him;  and  after  having  given 
him  the  history  of  a  life  full  of  innocence,  she 
burst  out  into  tears,  and  entered  upon  that  part  o1 
her  story  in  which  he  himself  had  so  great  a 
share.  *  My  behaviour,'  says  she,  *  has,  1  fear, 
been  the  death  of  a  man  who  had  no  other  fault 
but  that  of  loving  me  too  much.  Heaven  only 
knows  how  dear  he  was  to  me  whilst  he  livedj 
and  how  bitter  the  remembrance  of  him  has  been 
to  me  since  his  death.'  She  here  paused,  and 
lifted  up  her  eyes  that  streamed  with  tears  to- 
wards tne  father;  who  was  so  moved  with  the 
sense  of  her  sorrows,  that  he  could  only  com- 
mand his  voice,  which  was  broke  with  sighs  an<3 
sobbing,  so  far  as  to  bid  her  proceed.  She  fol- 
lowed nis  directions,  and  in  a  flood  of  tears  pour- 
ed out  her  heart  before  him.  The  father  could 
not  forbear  weeping  aloud,  insomuch  that  in  the 
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agonies  of  his  grief  th.e  seat  shook  under  him. 
Constantia,  who  thought  the  good  man  was  thus 
moved  by  his  compassion  towards  her,  and  by 
the  horror  of  her  guilt,  proceeded  with  the  ut- 
most contrition  to  acquaint  him  with  that  vow  of 
virginity  in  which  she  was  going  to  engage  her- 
self, as  the  proper  atonement  for  her  sins,  and 
the  only  sacrifice  that  she  could  make  to  the  me- 
mory of  Theodosius.  The  father,  who  by  this 
time  had  pretty  well  composed  himself,  burst  out 
again  in  tears  upon  hearmg  that  name  to  which 
he  had  been  so  long  disused,  and  upon  receiving 
this  instance  of  an  unparalleled  fidelity  from  one 
who  he  thought,  had  several  years  since  given 
herself  up  to  the  possession  of  another.  Amidst 
the  interruptions  of  his  sorrow,  seeing  his  penitent 
overwhelmed  with  grief,  he  was  only  able  to  bid 
her  from  time  to  time  be  comforted — to  tell  her 
that  her  sins  were  forgiven  her — that  her  guilt 
was  not  so  great  as  she  apprehended — that  she 
should  not  suffer  herself  to  be  afflicted  above 
measure.  After  which  he  recovered  himself 
enough  to  give  her  the  absolution  in  form;  direct- 
ing her  at  the  same  time  to  repair  to  him  again 
the  next  da)'^;  that  he  might  encourage  her  in  the 
pious  resolutions  she  had  taken,  and  give  her 
suitable  exhortations  for  her  behaviour  in  it. 
Constantia  retired,  and  the  next  morning  renew- 
ed her  applications.  Theodosius  having  manned 
his  soul  with  proper  thoughts  and  reflections, 
exerted  himself  on  this  occasion  in  the  best  man- 
ner he  could,  to  animate  his  penitent  in  the  course 
of  life  she  was  entering  upon,  and  wear  out  of 
her  mind  these  groundless  fears  and  apprehen- 
sions which  had  taken  possession  of  it;  conclud- 
VoL.  IV.— 2 
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ing,  with  a  promise  to  her,  that  he  would  froiu 
time  to  time  continue  his  admonitions  when  she 
:  should  have  taken  ujjon  her  the  holy  veil.    *  Thr 

'■  i  rules  of  our  respective  orders,'  says  he,  *  will  nol 

I ;  permit  that  I  should  see  you;  but  you  may  assure 

!  yourself  not  only  of  having  a  place  in  my  prayers. 

i  but  of  receiving  such  frequent  instructions  as  ] 

can  convey  to  you  by  letters.  Go  on  cheerfully 
in  the  glorious  course  you  have  undertaken,  and 
you  will  quickly  find  such  a  peace  and  satisfac- 
tion in  your  mind,  which  it  is  not  in  the  power  of 
the  world  to  give.' 

Constantia^  heart  was  so  elevated  with  the  dis- 
course of  father  Francis,  that  the  very  next  day 
she  entered  upon  her  vow.  As  soon  as  the  so- 
lemnities of  her  reception  were  over,  she  retired, 
as  it  is  usual,  with  the  abbess  into  her  own  apart- 
ment. 

The  abbess  had  been  informed  the  night  before 
of  all  that  had  passed  between  her  noviciate  and 
father  Francis:  from  whom  she  now  delivered  to 
her  the  following  letter, 

'  As  the  first  fruits  of  those  joys  and  consola- 
tions which  you  may  expect  from  the  life  you  are 
now  engaged  in,  1  must  acquaint  you  that  Theo- 
dosius,  whose  death  sits  so  heavy  upon  your 
thoughts,  is  still  alive;  and  that  the  father  to 
whom  you  have  confessed  yourself  was  once  that 
Theodosius  whom  you  so  much  lament.  The 
love  which  we  have  had  for  one  another  will 
make  us  more  happy  in  its  disappointment  than 
it  could  have  done  in  its  success.  Providence 
has  disposed  of  us  for  our  advantage,  though  not 
accordmg  to  our  wishes.     Consider  your  rheo- 
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dosius  still  as  dead,  but  assure  yourself  of  one 
who  will  not  cease  to  pray  for  you  in  father 

FRANCIS.' 

Constantia  saw  that  the  hand  writing  agreed 
with  the  contents  of  the  letter;  and  upon  reflect- 
ing on  the  voice  of  the  person,  the  behaviour,  and 
above  all  the  extreme  sorrow  of  the  father  during 
her  confession,  she  discovered  Theodosius  in 
every  particular.  After  having  wept  with  tears 
of  joy,  *  It  is  enough,'  says  she,  *  Tneodosius  is 
still  m  being,  I  shall  live  with  comfort  and  die  in 
peace.' 

The  letters  which  the  lather  sent  her  after- 
wards are  yet  extant  in  t'.ie  punnery  where  she 
resided;  and  are  often  read  to  the  young  religious, 
in  order  to  inspire  them  with  good  resolutions 
and  sentiments  of  virtue.  It  so  happened,  that 
after  Constantia  had  lived  about  ten  years  in  the 
cloister,  a  violent  fever  broke  out  in  the  place, 
which  swept  away  great  multitudes,  and  among 
others  Theodosius.  Upon  his  death-bed  he  sent 
his  benediction  in  a  very  moving  manner  to  Con- 
stantia, who  at  that  time  was  herself  so  far  gone 
in  the  same  fatal  distemper  that  she  lay  delirious. 
Upon  the  interval  which  generally  precedes  death 
in  sicknesses  of  this  nature,  theabbess,  finclingthat 
the  physicians  had  given  her  over,  told  her  that 
Theodosius  was  just  gone  before  her,  and  that  he 
had  sent  her  his  benediction  in  his  last  moments. 
Constantia  received  it  with  pleasure,  *  And  now,' 
says  she,  <  if  1  do  not  ask  any  thing  improper,  let 
me  be  bnried  by  Theodosius.  My  vow  reaches 
no  farther  than  the  grave.     What  1  ask  is,  1 
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hope,  no  violation  of  it' — She  died  soon  after^ 
and  was  interred  according  to  her  rec^uest. 

Their  tombs  are  still  to  be  seen,  with  a  short 
Latin  inscription  over  them  to  the  following  pur- 
pose: 

*  Here  lie  the  bodies  of  father  Francis  and  sis- 
ter Constance.  They  were  lovely  in  their  lives, 
and  in  their  deaths  they  were  not  divided.' 

ADDISON.  C. 


-(b-o^e-m- 
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-Si  forte  neccssS  est. 


Fingere  cindutis  non  exaudita  Cethegla 

Continget;  dabiturque  Ucentia  sumpta  pudenter,    Hor. 

-If  you  would  unheard  of  thing's  express, 


Invent  new  words:  we  can  indulge  a  muse, . 

Until  the  license  rise  to  an  abuse.  Creecq. 

I  HAVE  often  wished,  that  as  in  our  constitu- 
tion there  are  several  persons  whose  business  is 
to  watch  over  our  laws,  our  liberties  and  conn- 
merce,  certain  men  might  be  set  apart  as  super- 
intendants  of  our  language,  to  hinder  any  words 
of  a  foreign  coin  from  passing  among  us;  and  in 

Particular  to  prohibit  any  French  phrases  from 
ecoming  current  in  this  kingdom,  when  those 
of  our  own  stamp  are  altogether  as  valuable.  The 
present  war  has  so  adulterated  our  tongue  with 
strange  words,  that  it  would  be  impossible  for 
one  of  our  great  grandfathers  to  know  what  his 
posterity  have  been  doing,  were  he  to  read  their 
exploits  in  a  modern  news-paper.     Our  warriors 
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are  very  industrious  in  propagating  the  French 
language  at  the  same  time  that  they  are  so  glori- 
ously successful  in  beating  down  their  power. 
Our  soldiers  are  men  of  strong  heads  for  action, 
and  perform  such  feats  as  they  are  not  able  to  ex- 
press. They  want  words  in  their  own  tongue  to 
tell  us  what  it  is  they  achieve,  and  therefore  send 
us  over  accounts  of  their  performances  in  a  jargon 
of  phrases  which  they  learn  among  their  con- 
quered enemies.  They  ought  however  to  be 
provided  with  secretaries,  and  assisted  by  our 
foreign  ministers  to  tell  their  story  for  them  in 
plain  English,  and  to  let  us  know  in  our  mother 
tongue  what  it  is  our  brave  countrymen  are  about. 
The  French  would  indeed  be  in  the  right  to  pub- 
lish the  news  of  the  present  war  in  English 
phrases,  and  make  their  campaigns  unintelligible. 
Their  people  might  flatter  themselves  that  things 
are  not  so  bad  as  they  really  are,  were  they  thus 
palliated  with  foreign  terms,  and  thrown  into 
shades  and  obscurity;  but  the  English  can  not  be 
too  clear  in  their  narrative  of  those  actions,  which 
have  raised  their  country  to  a  higher  pitch  of 

flory  than  it  ever  yet  arrived  at,  and  which  will 
e  still  the  more  admired  the  better  they  are  ex- 
plained. 

For  my  part,  by  that  time  a  siege  is  carried  on 
two  or  three  days,  1  am  altogether  lost  and  be- 
wildered in  it,  and  meet  with  so  many  inexplica- 
ble difficulties,  that  I  scarce  know  what  side  has 
the  better  of  it,  until  I  am  informed  by  the  Tower 
guns  that  the  place  is  surrendered.  I  do  indeed 
make  some  allowances  for  this  part  of  the  war, 
fortifications  having  been  foreign  inventions  and 
upon  that  account  abounding  in  foreign  terms. 
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But  when  we  have  won  battles  which  may  be 
described  in  our  own  language,  why  are  our  pa- 
pers filled  with  so  many  unintelligible  exploits, 
and  the  French  obliged  to  lend  us  a  part  of  their 
tongue  before  we  can  know  how  they  are  con- 
quered? They  must  be  made  accessary  to  their 
own  disgrace,  as  the  ritons  were  formerly  so 
artificially  wrought  in  the  curtain  of  the  Roman 
theatre,  that  they  seemed  to  draw  it  up,  in  order 
to  give  the  spectators  an  opportunity  of  seeing 
their  own  defeat  celebrated  upon  the  stage:  for  so 
Mr.  Dryden  has  translated  that  verse  in  Virgil. 

Purpurea  intexti  toUunt  aulaea  Brltanni,    Geoho. 

Which  interwoven  Britons  seem  to  raise. 

And  show  tlie  triumph  that  their  shame  displays. 

The  histories  of  all  our  former  wars  are  trans- 
mitted to  us  in  our  vernacular  idiom,  to  use  the 
phrase  of  a  great  modern  critic.  1  do  not  find 
m  any  of  our  chronicles,  that  Edward  111.  ever 
reconnoitred  the  enemy;  though  he  often  disco- 
vered the  posture  of  the  French,  and  as  often 
vanquished  them  in  battle.  The  Black  Prince 
passed  many  a  river  without  the  help  of  pon- 
toons, and  filled  a  ditch  with  fagots  as  successful- 
ly as  the  generals  of  our  times  do  it  with  fascines. 
Our  commanders  lose  half  their  praise,  and  our 
people  half  their  joy,  by  means  of  those  hard 
words  and  dark  expressions  in  which  our  news- 
papers do  so  much  abound.  I  have  seen  many  a 
prudent  citizen,  after  having  read  every  article, 
mquire  of  his  next  neighbour  what  news  the  mail 
had  brought. 
J  remember,  in  that  remarkable  year  when 
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our  country  was  delivered  from  the  greatest  fears 
and  apprehensions,  and  raised  to  the  greatest 
height  of  gladness  it  had  ever  felt  since  it  was  a 
nation,  1  mean  the  year  of  Blenheim,  1  had  the 
copy  of  a  letter  sent  me  out  of  the  country,  which 
was  written  from  a  young  gentleman  in  the  army 
to  his  father,  a  man  of  good  estate  and  plain 
sense.  As  the  latter  was  very  modishly  checker- 
ed with  this  modern  military  eloquence,  1  shall 
present  my  reader  with  a  copy  of  it. 

^SIR, 

*  Upon  the  junction  of  the  French  and  Bava- 
rian armies,  they  took  post  behind  a  great  mo- 
rass, which  they  thought  impracticable.  Ouif 
general  the  next  day  sent  a  party  of  horse  to  re- 
connoitre them  from  a  little  hauteur,  at  about  a 
quarter  of  an  hour's  distance  from  the  army,  who 
returned  again  to  the  camp  unobserved  through 
several  denies,  in  one  of  which  they  met  with  a 
party  of  French  that  had  been  marauding,  and 
made  them  all  prisoners  at  discretion.  The  day 
after  a  drum  arrived  at  our  camp,  with  a  message 
which  he  would  communicate  to  none  but  the 
general:  he  was  followed  by  a  trumpet,  who  they 
say  behaved  himself  very  saucilv,  with  a  mes- 
sage from  the  Duke  of  Bavaria.  The  next  morn- 
ing our  army,  being  divided  into  two  corps,  made 
a  movement  towards  the  enemy:  you  will  hear  in 
the  public  prints  how  we  treated  them,  with  the 
other  circumstances  of  that  glorious  day.  I  had 
the  good  fortune  to  be  in  that  regiment  that  push- 
ed the  gens  d'armes.  Several  French  battalions, 
who  some  say  were  a  corps  de  reserve,  made  a 
chow  of  resistance,  but  it  only  proved  a  gascon 
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ade;  for  upon  our  preparing  to  fill  up  a  little  fosse, 
in  order  to  attack  them,  they  beat  the  chamade, 
and  sent  us  a  carte  blanche.  Their  commandant 
with  a  great  many  other  general  officers,  and 
troops  without  number,  are  made  prisoners  of 
war,  and  will  I  believe  give  you  a  visit  in  Eng- 
l§nd,  the  cartel  not  being  yet  settled.  Not  ques- 
tioning but  these  particulars  will  be  very  wel- 
come to  you,  I  congratulate  j^ou  upon  them,  and 
am  your  most  dutifal'son,  &c.' 

The  father  of  the  young  gentleman,  upon  the 
perusal  of  the  letter,  found  it  contained  great 
news,  and  could  not  guess  what  it  was.  He  im- 
mediately communicated  it  to  the  curate  of  the 
parish,  who,  upon  the  reading  of  it,  being  vexed 
to  see  any  thing  he  could  not  understand,  fell 
into  a  kind  of  a  passion,  and  told  him,  that  his 
son  had  sent  him  a  letter  that  was  neither  fish, 
flesh,  nor  good  red  herring.  *  I  wish,'  says  he, 
*  the  captam  may  be  compos  mentis ^  he  talks  of 
a  saucy  trumpet,  and  a  drum  that  carries  mes- 
sages; then  who  is  this  Carte  Blanche?  He  must 
eitner  banter  us,  or  he  is  out  of  his  senses.'  The 
father,  who  always  looked  upon  the  curate  as  a 
learned  man,  began  to  fret  inwardly  at  his  son's 
usage,  and  producing  a  letter  which  he  had  writ- 
ten to  him  about  three  posts  before,  *  You  see 
here,'  says  he,  *  when  he  writes  for  money  he 
knows  how  to  speak  intelligibly  enough;  there 
is  no  man  in  England  can  express  himself  clear- 
er, when  he  wants  a  new  furniture  for  his  horse.' 
In  short,  the  old  man  was  so  puzzled  upon  the 
point,  that  it  might  have  fared  ill  with  his  son, 
had  he  ivot  seen  all  the  prints  about  three  days 
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after  filled  with  the  same  terms  of  art,  and  that 
Charles  only  writ  like  other  men. 

ADDISON.  L. 
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Quod  nee  Jams  ira,  nee  ignis. 


Nee  poterit  ferrum,  nee  edax  abolere  vetustas,    Ovid. 


-Which  nor  dreads  the  rage 


Of  tempest,  fire,  or  war,  or  wasting  age.   Welsted. 

Aristotle  tells  us  that  the  world  is  a  copy  or 
transcript  of  those  ideas  which  are  in  the  mind 
of  the  first  Being,  and  that  those  ideas  which  are 
in  the  mind  of  man  are  a  transcript  of  the  world: 
to  this  we  may  add  that  words  are  the  transcript 
of  those  ideas  which  are  in  the  mind  of  man, 
and  that  writing,  or  printing,  are  the  transcript 
of  words. 

As  the  Supreme  Being  has  expressed,  and  as 
it  were  printed,  his  ideas  in  the  creation,  men 
expressed  their  ideas  in  books,  which  by  this 
great  invention  of  these  latter  ages  may  last  as 
long  as  the  sun  and  moon,  and  perish  only  in  the 
general  wreck  of  nature.  Thus  Cowley,  in  his 
poem  on  the  resurrection,  mentioning  the  de- 
struction of  the  universe,  has  those  admirable 
lines: 

*Now  all  the  wide  extended  sky. 
And  all  th'  harmonious  worlds  on  high. 
And  Virgfil's  sacred  work,  shall  die.* 

There  is  no  other  method  of  fixing  those 
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thoughts  which  arise  and  disappear  in  the  mind 
of  man,  and  transmitting  them  to  the  last  periods 
of  time;  no  other  method  of  giving  a  permanency 
to  our  ideas,  and  preserving  the  knowledge  of 
any  particular  person,  when  his  body  is  mixed 
with  the  common  mass  of  matter,  and  his  soul 
retired  into  the  world  of  spirits.  Books  are  the 
legacies  that  a  great  genius  leaves  to  mankind, 
which  are  delivered  down  from  generation  to 
generation,  as  presents  to  the  posterity  of  those 
who  are  yet  unoorn. 

All  other  arts  of  perpetuating  our  ideas  con- 
tinue but  a  short  time;  statues  can  last  but  a  few 
thousands  of  years,  edifices  fewer,  and  colours 
still  fewer  than  edifices.  Michael  Angelo,  Fon- 
tana,  and  Raphael  will  hereafter  be  what  Phidias, 
Vitruvius,  and  Apellesare  at  present;  the  names 
of  great  statuaries,  architects,  and  painters,  whose 
works  are  lost  The  several  arts  are  expressed 
in  mouldering  materials:  nature  sinks  under  them, 
and  is  not  able  to  support  the  ideas  which  are 
impressed  upon  it. 

The  circumstance  which  gives  authors  an  ad- 
vantage above  all  these  great  masters  is  this, 
that  they  can  multiply  their  originals;  or  rather 
can  make  copies  of  their  works,  to  what  number 
they  please,  which  shall  be  as  valuable  as  the 
originals  themselves.  This  gives  a  great  author 
something  like  a  prospect  of  eternity,  but  at  the 
same  time  deprives  him  of  those  other  advantages 
which  artists  meet  with.  The  artist  finds  greater 
returns  in  profit,  as  the  author  in  fame.  What 
an  inestimable  price  would  a  Virgil,  or  a  Homer, 
a  Cicero  or  an  Aristotle  bear,  were  their  works 
like  a  statue,  a  building,  or  a  picture,  to  be  con- 
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fined  only  in  one  place  and  made  the  property  of 
a  single  person? 

If  writings  are  thus  durable  and  may  pass  from 
age  to  age,  throughout  the  whole  course  of  time, 
how  careful  should  an  author  be,  of  committing 
any  thing  to  print  that  may  corrupt  posterity, 
and  poison  the  minds  of  men  with  vice  and  er- 
ror! Writers  of  great  talents,  who  employ  their 
parts  in  propagating  immorality,  and  seasoning 
vicious  sentiments  with  wit  and  humour,  are  to  be 
looked  upon  as  the  pests  of  society  and  the  ene- 
mies of  mankind:  they  leave  books  behind  them 
(as  it  is  said  of  those  who  die  in  distempers  which 
breed  an  ill  will  towards  their  own  species)  to 
scatter  infection  and  destroy  their  posterity. 
They  act  the  counterparts  oi  a  Confucius  or  a 
Socrates;  and  seem  to  have  been  sent  into  the 
world  to  deprave  human  nature,  and  sink  it  into 
the  condition  of  brutality. 

I  have  seen  some  Roman  Catholic  authors  who 
tell  us  that  vicious  writers  continue  in  purgatory 
so  long  as  the  influence  of  their  writings  continue 
upon 'posterity:  for  purgatory  (say  they)  is  no- 
thing else  but  a  cleansing  us  of  our  sins,  which 
can  not  be  said  to  be  done  away  so  long  as  they 
continue  to  operate  and  corrupt  mankind.  The 
vicious  author  (say  they)  sins  after  death,  and  so 
long  as  he  continues  to  sin,  so  long  must  he  ex- 

f>ect  to  be  punished.  Though  the  Koman  Catho- 
ic  notion  of  purgatory  be  indeed  very  ridiculous, 
one  can  not  out  think  that  if  the  soul  after  death 
has  any  knowledge  of  what  passes  in  this  world, 
that  of  an  immoral  writer  would  receive  much 
more  regret  from  the  sense  of  corruption,  than 
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satisfaction  from  the  thought  of  pleasing  his  sur- 
viving admirers. 

To  take  off  from  the  severity  of  this  speculation, 
1  shall  conclude  this  paper  with  the  story  of  an 
atheistical  author,  who  at  a  time  when  he  lay 
dangerously  sick,  and  had  desired  the  assistance 
of  a  neighbouring  curate,  confessed  to  him  with 
great  contrition,  that  nothing  sat  more  heavy  at 
his  heart  than  the  sense  of  his  having  seduced  the 
age  bv  his  writings,  and  that  their  evil  influence 
was  likely  to  continue  even  after  his  death.  The 
curate  upon  farther  examination  finding  the  peni- 
tent in  the  utmost  agonies  of  despair,  and  being 
himself  a  man  of  learning,  told  him,  that  he  hop- 
ed his  case  was  not  so  desperate  as  he  apprehend- 
ed, since  he  found  that  he  was  so  very  sensible  of 
his  fault,  and  so  sincerely  repented  of  it.  The 
penitent  still  urged  the  evil  tendencv  of  his  book 
to  subvert  all  religion,  and  the  little  ground  of 
hope  there  could  be  for  one  whose  writings  would 
continue  to  do  mischief  when  his  body  was  laid 
in  ashes.  The  curate,  finding  no  other  way  to 
comfort  him,  told  him,  that  he  did  well  in  being 
afiiicted  for  the  evil  design  with  which  he  pub- 
lished his  book;  but  that  he  ought  to  be  very 
thankful  that  there  was  no  danger  of  its  doing 
any  hurt;  that  his  cause  was  so  very  bad,  and  his 
arguments  so  weak,  that  he  did  not  apprehend 
any  ill-effects  of  it;  in  short,  that  he  might  rest 
satisfied  his  book  could  do  no  more  mischief  after 
his  death  than  it  had  done  whilst  he  was  living. 
To  which  he  added,  for  his  farther  satisfaction, 
that  he  did  not  believe  any  besides  his  particular 
friends  and  acquaintance  had  ever  been  at  the 
pains  of  reading  it,  or  that  any  body  after  his 
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death  would  ever  inquire  after  it.  The  dying  man 
had  still  so  much  the  frailty  of  an  author  in  him, 
as  to  be  cut  to  the  heart  with  these  consolations, 
and  without  answering  the  good  man,  asked  his 
friends  about  him  (with  a  peevishness  that  is 
natural  to  a  sick  person,)  where  they  had  picked 
up  such  a  blockhead?  And  whether  thev  thought 
him  a  proper  person  to  attend  one  in  nis  condi- 
tion? The  curate  finding  that  the  author  did  not 
expect  to  be  dealt  with  as  a  real  and  sincere  peni- 
tent, but  as  a  penitent  of  importance,  after  a  short 
admonition  withdrew;  not  questioning  but  he 
should  be  again  sent  for  if  the  sickness  grew  des- 
perate. The  author,  however,  recovered,  and 
nas  since  wtitten  two  or  three  other  tracts  with 
the  same  spirit,  and,  very  luckily  for  his  poor 
soul,  with  the  same  success. 

ADDISON.  '  C. 


SQ  >       THE  SPECTATOR.  No.   167. 


No.  167.    TUESDAY,  SEPTEMBER  11. 

■         Fmt  haud  ignobtlis  Argis, 

Qui  se  credebat  miros  autlire  tragcsdos^ 

In  vacuo  Isetus  sessor  plausorque  theatre/ 

Csetera  qui  vitx  aervaret  munia  recto 

More;  oonua  sane  viclnus,  amabiila  hospest 

Comia  in  uxorem;  posset  qui  ignoscert  serviSf 

Et  aigno  laeso  mm  insanire  lagenae; 

Posset  qui  rupem  ei  puteum  vitare  patentem* 

Hie  ubi  eosnatorum  opibus  curvique  refectus 

ExpuUt  elleboro  morbum  bilemque  meraco^ 

Et  redit  ad  sese:  pol  me  occidistis,  amid, 

Non  servdstis,  ait;  cui  sic  extorta  vohiptas, 

Et  demptusper  vim  mentis gratissimus  error.      Hob.  Ep. 

IStlTATED. 

There  liv'd  in  Primo  Georgii  (they  record) 

A  \iorthy  member,  no  small  fool,  a  lord; 

Who,  though  the  house  was  up,  delig-hted  sate>  g 

Heard,  noted,  answer'd,  as  in  full  debate? 

In  all  but  this,  a  man  of  sober  life, 

Fond  of  his  friend,  and  civil  to  his  wife; 

Not  quite  a  madman,  though  a  pasty  fell. 

And  much  too  wise  to  walk  into  a  well. 

Him  the  damn*d  doctor  and  his  friends  immur'd: 

They  bled,  they  cupp*d,  they  purg'd,  in  short  they  cur'd. 

Whereat  the  gentleman  began  to  stare 

*  My  friends!*  he  cried:  *  Pox  take  ye  for  your  care? 

That  from  a  patriot  of  distingxiish'd  note, 

Have  bled  and  purg'd  me  to  a  simple  vote.*  Pope. 

The  unhappy  force  of  an  imagination,  unguid- 
ed  by  the  check  of  reason  and  judgment,  was  the 
subject  of  a  former  speculation  (No.  136).  My 
reader  may  remember  that  he  has  seen  in  one  of 
my  papers  a  complaint  of  an  unfortunate  gentle- 
man, who  was  unable  to  contain  himself,  when 
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any  ordinary  matter  was  laid  before  him,  from 
adding  a  few  circumstances  to  enliven  plain  nar- 
rative. That  correspondent  was  a  person  of  too 
warm  a  complexion  to  be  satisfied  with  things 
merely  as  they  stood  in  nature,  and  therefore 
formed  incidents  which  should  have  happened  to 
have  pleased  him  in  the  story.  The  same  un- 
governed  fancy  which  pushed  that  correspondent 
on,  in  spite  of  himself,  to  relate  public  and  noto- 
rious falsehoods,  makes  the  author  of  the  follow- 
ing letter  do  the  same  in  private:  one  is  a  prating, 
the  other  a  silent,  liar. 

There  is  little  pursued  in  the  errors  of  either 
of  these  worthies  but  mere  present  amusement: 
but  the  folly  of  him  who  lets  his  fancy  place  him 
in  distant  scenes  untroubled  and  uninterrupted  is 
very  much  preferable  to  that  of  him  who  is  ever 
forcing  a  belief,  and  defending  his  untruths  with 
new  inventions.  But  I  shall  hasten  to  let  this  liar 
in  soliloquy,  who  calls  himself  a  castle-builder , 
describe  himself  with  the  same  unreservedness 
as  formerly  appeared  in  my  correspondent  above- 
mentioned..  If  a  man  were  to  be  serious  on  this 
subject,  he  might  give  very  grave  admonitions 
to  tnose  who  are  following  any  thing  in  this  life, 
on  which  they  think  to  place  their  hearts,  and 
tell  them  that  they  are  really  castle-builders. 
Fame,  glory,  wealth,  honour,  have  in  the  pros- 
pect pleasing  illusions;  but  they  who  come  to 
possess  any  of  them  will  find  they  are  ingredi- 
ents towards  happiness,  to  be  regarded  only  in 
the  second  place:  and  that  when  they  are  valued 
in  the  first  degree,  they  are  as  disappointing  as 
any  of  the  phantoms  in  the  following  letter. — . 
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Sept.  6thy  1711. 

*MR.  SPECTATOR, 

^  I  am  a  fellow  of  a  very  odd  frame  of  mind,  as 
you  will  find  by  the  sequel:  and  think  myself 
tool  enouffh  to  deserve  a  place  in  your  paper. 
I  am  unhappily  far  gone  in  building,  and  am  one 
of  that  species  of  men  who  are  properly  denomi- 
nated castle-builders^  who  scorn  to  be  behold- 
en to  the  earth  for  a  foundation,  or  di^  in  the 
bowels  of  it  for  materials;  but  erect  their  struc- 
tures in  the  most  unstable  of  elements,  the  air, 
fancy  alone  laying  the  line,  marking  the  extent, 
and  shaping  the  model.  It  would  be  difficult  to 
enumerate  what  august  palaces  and  stately  porti- 
cos have  grown  under  my  forming  imagination, 
or  what  verdant  meadows  and  shady  groves  have 
started  into  being  by  the  powerful  feat  of  a  warm 
fancy.  A  castle-builder  is  eyen  just  what  he 
pleases;  and  as  such  I  have  grasped  imaginary 
sceptres,  and  delivered  uncontrollable  edicts, 
from  a  throne  to  which  conquered  nations  yielded 
obeisance.  I  have  made  I  Know  not  how  many 
inroads  into  France,  and  ravaged  the  very  heart 
of  that  kingdom;  1  have  dined  m  the  Louvre,  and 
drank  champaign  at  Versailles;  and  I  would  have 
you  take  notice,  I  am  not  only  able  to  vanquish 
a  people  already  cowed  and  accustomed  to  flight, 
but  1  could,  Almanzor-like,  drive  the  British 
general  from  the  field,  were  1  less  a  Protestant, 
or  had  ever  been  afii'onted  by  the  confederates. 
There  is  no  art  or  profession,  whose  most  cele 
brated  masters  I  have  not  eclipsed.  Whereve 
I  have  afibrded  my  salutary  presence,  fevers  hav 
ceased  to  burn  and  agues  to  shake  the  human  fa! 
ric.     When  an  eloquent  fit  has  been  upon  in 
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an  apt  gesture  and  proper  cadence  has  animated 
each  sentence;  and  gazing  crowds  have  found  their 
passions  worked  up  into  rage  or  soothed  into  a 
calm.  1  am  short,  and  not  very  well  made;  yet 
upon  sight  of  a  fine  woman,  1  have  stretched  into 
proper  stature,  and  killed  with  a  good  air  and 
mien.  These  are  the  gay  phantoms  that  dance 
before  my  waking  eyes,  and  compose  my  day- 
dreams. I  should  be  the  most  contented  happy 
man  alive,  were  the  chimerical  happiness  which 
springs  from  the  paintings  of  fancy  less  fleeting 
and  transitory.  But  alas!  it  is  with  grief  of  mind 
I  tell  you,  the  le^st  breath  of  wind  has  often  de- 
molished my  magnificent  edifices,  swept  away 
my  groves,  and  left  no  more  trace  of  them  than 
if  they  had  never  been.  My  exchequer  has  sunk 
and  vanished  by  a  rap  on  my  door,  the  salutation 
of  a  friend  has  cost  me  a  wHole  continent,  and  in 
the  same  moment  1  have  been  pulled  by  the 
sleeve,  my  crown  has  fallen  from  my  head.  The 
ill  consequence  of  these  reveries  is  inconceivably 
great,  seeing  the  loss  of  imaginary  possessions 
makes  impressions  of  real  wo.  Besides,  bad  eco- 
nomy is  visible  and  apparent  in  builders  of  in- 
visible mansions.  My  tenants'  advertisements 
of  ruins  and  dilapidations  often  cast  a  damp  on 
my  spirits  even  in  the  instant  when  the  sun,  in 
all  his  splendour,  gilds  my  eastern  palaces.  Add 
to  this  the  pensive  drudgery  in  building,  and  con- 
stant grasping  aerial  trowels,  distracts  and  shat- 
ters the  mind,  and  the  fond  builder  of  Babels  is 
often  cursed  with  an  incoherent  diversity  and 
confusion  of  thoughts.  I  do  not  know  to  whom 
1  can  more  properly  apply  myself  for  relief  from 
this  fantastical  evilman  to  yourself;  whom  lear- 
VoL.  IV.— 3 
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nestly  implore  to  accommodate  me  with  a  me- 
thod how  to  settle  my  head  and  cool  my  brain- 
pan. A  dissertation  on  castle-building  may  not 
only  be  serviceable  to  myself,  but  all  architects 
who  display  their  skill  in  the  thin  element.  Such 
a  favour  would  oblige  me  to  make  my  next  soli- 
loquy not  contain  the  praises  of  my  dear  self,  but 
of  the  Spectator,  who  shall,  by  complying  with 
this,  make  me 

'  His  obliged,  humble  servant, 

^  VITRUVIUS.' 
STEELE.  T. 

(i-^©0-€) 
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Pectus  praecepiis  format  amims.        Hor. 

Fonms  the  soft  bosom  with  the  gentlest  art.     Pope. 

It  would  be  arrogance  to  neglect  the  applica- 
tion of  my  correspondents  so  far  as  not  sometimes 
to  insert  their  animadversions  upon  my  paper. 
That  of  this  day  shall  be  therefore  wholly  com- 
posed of  the  hints  which  they  have  sent  me. 

*  MR.  SPECTATOR, 

*I  send  you  this  to  congratulate  your  late 
choice  of  a  subject,  for  treating  on  which  you  de- 
serve public  thanks;  I  mean  that  on  those  licens- 
ed tyrants  the  schoolmasters.  If  you  can  disarm 
them  of  their  rods,  you  will  cBrtainly  have  your 
old  age  reverenced  by  all  the  young  gentlemen 
of  Great  Britain,  who  are  now  between  seven  and 
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seventeen  years.  You  may  boast  that  the  incom- 
parably wise  Quintilian  and  you  are  of  one  mind 
m  this  particular.  Si  cut  est  (says  he  J  mens 
tarn  illioer alls  utobjur gat  (one  non  comgatury 
is  etiam  ad  plagas^  ut  pessima  quasque  man- 
cipia,  duraoitur:  i.  e.  "If  any  child  be  of  so 
disingenuous  a  nature  as  not  to  stand  corrected 
by  reproof,  he,  like  the  very  worst  of  slaves,  will 
be  hardened  even  against  blows  themselves.^' 
And  afterwards,  Pudet  dicere  in  quseprobra 
nefandi  homines  isto  casdendijure  abutantur* 
i.  e.  "I  blush  to  say  how  shamefully  those  wick- 
ed men  abuse  the  power  of  correction." 

^  I  was  bred  myself,  sir,  in  a  very  great  school, 
of  which  the  master  was  a  Welshman,  but  cer- 
tainly descended  from  a  Spanish  family,  as  plain- 
ly appeared  from  his  temper  as  well  as  his  name. 
I  leave  you  to  judge  what  sort  of  a  schoolmaster 
a  Welshman  ingrafted  on  a  Spaniard  would  make. 
So  very  dreadful  had  he  made  himself  to  me, 
that  although  it  is  above  twenty  years  since  I  felt 
his  heavy  hand,  yet  still  once  a  month  at  least  I 
dream  of  him,  so  strong  an  impression  did  he 
make  on  my  mind.  It  is  a  sign  he  has  fully  ter- 
rified me  waking,  who  still  continues  to  haunt 
me  sleeping. 

*  And  yet  I  may  say,  without  vanity,  that  the 
business  of  the  school  was  what  I  did  without 
great  difficulty;  and  I  was  not  remarkably  un- 
lucky: and  yet  such  was  the  master's  severity, 
that  once  a  month  or  oftener,  I  suffered  as  much 
as  would  have  satisfied  the  law  of  the  land  for  a* 
petty  larceny. 

*  Many  a  white  and  tender  hand,  which  the 
fond  mother  had  passionately  kissed  a  thousand 
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play,  the  water-works,*  and  other  public  meet- 
ings, where  their  whole  business  is  to  draw  off 
the  attention  of  the  spectators  from  the  entertain- 
ment, and  to  fix  it  upon  themselves;  and  it  is  to 
be  observed  that  the  impertinence  is  ever  loud- 
est when  the  set  happens  to  be  made  up  of  three 
or  four  females  who  have  got  what  you  call  a 
woman's  man  among  them. 

*  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  from  whom  people  of 
fortune  should  learn  this  betiaviour,  unless  it  be 
from  the  footmen  who  keep  their  places  at  a  new 
play,  and  are  often  seen  passing  away  their  time 
in  sets  at  all  fours  in  the  face  of  a  full  house,  and 
with  a  perfect  disregard  tathe  people  of  quality 
sitting  on  each  side  of  them. 

*  For  preserving  therefore  the  decency  of  pub- 
lic assemblies,  methinks  it  would  be  but  reasona- 
ble that  those  who  disturb  others  should  pay  at 
least  a  double  price  for  their  places;  or  rather 
women  of  birth  and  distinction  should  be  inform- 
ed, that  a  levity  of  behaviour  in  the  eyes  of 
people  of  understanding  degrades  them  below 
their  meanest  attendants;  and  gentlemen  should 
know  that  a  fine  coat  is  a  livery,  when  the  per- 
son who  wears  it  discovers  no  higher  sense  than 
that  of  a  footman.     I  am.  Sir, 

*  Your  most  humble  servant.' 

'  Bedfordshire^  Sept.  1,  1711. 

*MR.  SPECTATOR, 

*  1  am  one  of  those  whom  every  body  calls,  a 
poacher,  and  sometimes  go  out  to  course  with  a 

*  The  Water  Theatre,  at  the  lower  end  of  Piccadilly,  fii- 
mous  in  those  times:  it  consisted  of  sea-g^ds,  nymphs,  8cc 
ill^outing  out  water. 
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brace  of  grev-hounds,  a  mastiff,  and  a  spaniel  or 
two;  and  when  1  am  weary  with  coursmg,  and 
have  killed  hares  enough,  go  to  an  ale-house  to 
refresh  myself.  I  beg  the  favour  of  you  (as  you 
set  up  for  a  reformer)  to  send  us  word  how  many 
dogs  you  will  allow  us  to  go  with,  how  many  full 
pots  of  ale  to  drink,  and  how  many  hares  to  kill 
m  a  day,  and  you  will  do  a  great  piece  of  service 
to  all  the  sportsmen.  Be  quick  thien,  for  the  time 
of  coursing  is  come  on. 

*  Your's  in  haste, 

*  ISAAC   HEDGEDITCH.' 
STEELE.  T, 


-(•-9©©-€)- 
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Sic  vita  erat:  fadU  omnes  perferre  acpaii: 

Cum  guibua  erat  cunque  una,  his  aese  dedere, 

Eorum  obsequi  atudiis:  adversus  nemini; 

Nunquam  prxponena  se  aliis:  itafacilUm^ 

Sine  invidia  invenias  baidem, Teb.  Andb. 

His  manner  of  life  was  this:  to  bear  with  every  body's  hu- 
mours; to  comply  with  the  inclinations  and  pursuits  of 
those  he  conversed  with;  to  contradict  nobody;  never  to 
assume  a  superiority  over  others.  This  is  the  ready  way 
to  gain  applause,  without  exciting  envy. 

Man  is  subject  to  innumerable  pains  and  sor- 
rows by  the  very  condition  of  humanity,  and  yet, 
as  if  nature  had  not  sown  evils  enough  in  life, 
we  are  continually  adding  grief  to  grief,  and  ag- 
gravating the  common  calamity  by  our  cruel 
treatment  of  one  another.  Every  man's  natural 
weight  of  afflictions  is  still  made  more  heavy  by 
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the  envy,  malice,  treachery,  or  injustice  of  his 
neighbour.  At  the  same  time  that  the  storm 
beats  upon  the  whole  species,  we  are  falling  foul 
upon  one  another. 

Half  the  misery  of  human  life  might  be  extin- 
guished, would  men  alleviate  the  general  curse 
they  lie  under,  by  mutual  offices  of  compassion, 
benevolence  and  humanity.  There  is  nothing 
therefore  which  we  ought  more  to  encourage  in 
ourselves  and  others,  than  that  disposition  of 
mind  which  in  our  language  goes  under  the  title 
of  good-nature,  and  which  I  shall  choose  for  the 
subject  of  this  day's  speculation. 

Good-nature  is  more  agreeable  in  conversation 
than  wit,  and  gives  a  certain  air  to  the  counte- 
nance which  IS  more  amiable  than  beauty.  It 
shows  virtue  in  the  fairest  light,  takes  off  in  some 
measure  from  the  deformity  of  vice,  and  makes 
even  folly  and  impertinence  supportable. 

There  is  no  society  or  conversation  to  be  kept 
up  in  the  world  without  good-nature,  or  some- 
thing which  must  bear  its  appearance  and  supply 
its  place.  For  this  reason  mankind  have  been 
forced  to  invent  a  kind  of  artificial  humanity, 
which  is  what  we  express  by  the  word  good- 
breeding.  For  if  we  examine  thoroughly  the  idea 
of  what  we  call  so,  we  shall  find  it  to  be  nothing 
else  but  an  imitation  and  mimicry  of  good-nature, 
or,  in  other  terms,  affability,  complaisance,  and 
easiness  of  temper  reduced  into  an  art. 

These  exterior  shows  and  appearances  of  hu- 
manity render  a  man  wonderiully  popular  and 
beloved  when  they  are  founded  upon  a  real  good- 
nature: but  without  it,  are  like  hypocrisy  in  re- 
Ji^ion^  or  a  bare  form  of  holiness,  which,  when 
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it  is  discovered,  makes  a  man  more  detestable 
than  professed  impiety. 

Good-nature  is  generally  born  with  us;  healthi 
prosperity,  and  kmd  treatment  from  the  world, 
are  great  cherishers  of  it  where  they  find  it;  but 
nothing  is  capable  of  forcing  it  up  where  it  does 
not  grow  of  itself.  I^  is  one  of  the  blessings  of  a 
happy  constitution,  which  education  may  im- 
prove but  not  produce. 

Xenophon,  m  the  life  of  his  imaginary  prince, 
whom  he  describes  as  a  pattern  for  real  ones,  is 
always  celebrating  the  pnilanthropy  or  good-na- 
ture of  his  hero,  which  he  tells  us  he  Drought 
into  the  world  with  him,  and  gives  many  re- 
markable instances  of  it  in  his  childhood,  as  well 
as  in  all  the  several  parts  of  his  life.  Nay,  on  his 
death-bed  he  describes  him  as  being  pleased,  that 
while  his  soul  returned  to  him  who  made  it,  his 
body  should  incorporate  with  the  great  mother 
of  all  things,  and  by  that  means  become  benefi- 
cial to  mankind.  For  which  reason  he  gives  his 
sons  a  positive  order  not  to  inshrine  it  in  gold  or 
silver,  out  to  lay  it  in  the  earth  as  soon  as  the  life 
was  gone  out  of  it. 

An  instance  of  such  an  overflowing  of  huma- 
nity, such  an  exuberant  love  to  mankind,  could 
not  have  entered  into  the  imagination  of  a  writer, 
who  had  not  a  soul  filled  witn  great  ideas  and  a 
general  benevolence  to  mankind. 

In  that  celebrated  passage  of  Sallust,  where 
Caesar  and  Cato  are  placed  in  such  beautiful,  but 
opposite  lights,  Caesar's  character  is  chiefly  made 
up  of  good-nature,  as  it  showed  itself  in  all  ita 
forms  towards  his  friends  or  his  enemies,  his  ser- 
vants or  dependents,  the  guilty  or  the  distressed. 


42  THE  SPECTATOR.  No,  1^9, 

As  for  Cato's  character,  it  is  rather  awful  than 
amiable.  Justice  seems  most  agreeable  to  the  na- 
ture of  God,  and  mercy  to  that  of  man.  A  be- 
ing who  has  nothing  to  pardon  in  himself,  may 
reward  every  man  according  to  his  works;  but 
he  whose  very  best  actions  must  be  seen  with 
grains  of  allowance,  can  not  be  too  mild,  mode- 
rate and  forgiving.  For  this  reason,  among  all 
the  monstrous  characters  in  human  nature,  there 
is  none  so  odious,  nor  indeed  so  exquisitely  ridi- 
culous, as  that  of  a  rigid  severe  temper  in  a 
worthless  man. 

This  part  of  good-nature,  however,  which  con- 
sists in  the  pardoning  and  overlooking  of  faults, 
is  to  be  exercised  only  in  doing  ourselves  justice, 
and  that  too  in  the  ordinary  commerce  and  oc- 
currences of  life;  for  in  the  public  administrations 
of  justice,  mercy  to  one  may  be  cruelty  to  others. 

It  is  grown  almost  into  a  maxim,  that  good- 
natured  men  are  not  always  men  of  the  most  wit. 
This  observation,  in  my  opinion,  has  no  founda- 
tion in  nature.  The  greatest  wits  1  have  con- 
versed with  are  men  eminent  for  their  humanity. 
1  take,  therefore,  this  remark  to  have  been  occa- 
sioned by  two  reasons.  First,  because  ill-nature 
among  ordinary  observers  passes  for  wit.  A  spite- 
ful saving  gratifies  so  many  little  passions  in  tnose 
who  hear  it,  that  it  generally  meets  with  a  good 
reception.  The  laugn  rises  upon  it,  and  the  man 
who  utters  it  is  looked  upon  as  a  shrewd  satirist. 
This  may  be  one  reason,  why  a  great  many  plea- 
sant companions  appear  so  surprisingly  dull  when 
they  have  endeavoured  to  be  merry  in  print;. the 
public  being  more  just  than  private  clubs  or  as- 
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semblies,  in  distinguishing  between  what  is  wit 
and  what  is  ill-nature. 

Another  reason  why  the  good-natured  man 
may  sometimes  bring  his  wit  in  question  is,  per- 
haps, because  he  is  apt  to  be  moved  with  com- 
passion for  those  misfortunes  or  infirmities  which 
another  would  turn  into  ridicule,  and  by  that 
means  gain  the  reputation  of  a  wit  The  ill-na- 
tured man,  though  but  of  equal  parts,  gives  him- 
self a  larger  field  to  expatiate  in;  he  exposes 
those  failings  in  human  nature  which  the  other 
would  cast  a  veil  over,  laughs  at  vices  which  the 
other  either  excuses  or  conceals,  gives  utterance 
to  reflections  which  the  other  stifles,  falls  indif- 
ferently upon  friends  or  enemies,  exposes  the 
person  who  has  obliged  him,  and  in  short,  sticks 
at  nothing  that  may  establish  his  character  of  a 
wit.  It  is  no  wonder  therefore  he  succeeds  in  it 
better  than  the  man  of  humanity,  as  a  person  who 
makes  use  of  indirect  methods  is  more  likely  to 
grow  rich  than  the  fair  trader. 

ADDISON.  L. 
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In  amore  hsec omnia  insunt  v'ltia:  injuria^, 

Sufipiciones,  inimicltiae,  inducise, 

Belhtnif  pax  rursum Ter.  Eun. 

All  these  inconveniences  are  incident  to  love — reproaches, 
jealousies,  quarrels,  reconcilements,  war,  and  then  peace. 

Upon  m  v  looking  over  the  letters  of  my  female 
correspondents,  I  find  several  from  women  com- 
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{plaining  of  jealous  husbands,  and  at  the  same 
time  protesting  their  own  innocence;  and  desir- 
ing my  advice  on  this  occasion.  I  shall  there- 
fore take  this  subject  into  my  consideration;  and 
the  more  willingfv,  because  Ifind  that  the  Mar- 
quis of  Halifax,  who,  in  his  Advice  to  a  Daushter, 
has  instructed  a  wife  how  to  behave  herself  to- 
wards a  false,  an  intemperate,  a  choleric,  a  sulleOy 
a  covetous,  or^  a  silly  husband,  has  not  spokea 
one  word  of  a  jealous  husband. 

Jealousy  is  that  pain  which  a  man  feels  from 
the  apprehension  that  he  is  not  equally  beloved 
by  the  person  whom  he  entirely  lov^s.  Now 
because  our  inward  passions  and  mclinations  can 
never^  make  themselves  visible,  it  is  impossible 
for  a  jealous  man  to  be  thoroughly  cured  of  his 
suspicions.  His  thoughts  hang  at  best  in  a  state 
of  doubtfulness  and  uncertainty;  and  are  never 
capable  of  receiving  any  satisfaction  on  the  ad- 
vantageous side;  so  that  his  inquiries  are  most 
successful  when  they  discover  nothing:  his  plea- 
sure arises  from  his  disappointment,  and  his  life 
is  spent  in  pursuit  of  a  secret  that  destroys  his 
happiness  if  he  chance  to  find  it. 

An  ardent  love  is  always  a  strong  ingredient 
in  this  passion;  for  the  same  affection  which  stirs 
up  the  jealous  man's  desires,  and  gives  the  par- 
ty beloved  so  beautiful  a  figure  in  his  imagma- 
tion,  makes  him  believe  she  kindlQS  the  same 
passion  in  others,  and  appears  as  amiable  to  all 
beholders.  And  as  jealousy  thus  arises  from  an 
extraordinary  love,  it  is  of  so  delicate  a  nature, 
that  it  scorns  to  take  up  with  any  thing  less  than 
an  eq^ual  return  of  love.  Not  the  warmest  ex- 
pressions of  affection,  the  softest  and  ndost  tenr 
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der  hypocrisy,  are  able  to  give  any  satisfaction, 
where  we  are  not  persuaded  that  the  affection  is 
real,  and  the  satisfaction  nriutual.  For  the  jealous 
man  wishes  himself  a  kind  of  deity  to  the  person 
he  loves:  he  would  be  the  only  pleasure  of  her 
senses,  the  employment  of  her  thoughts;  and  is 
angry  at  every  thmg  f)he  admires,  or  takes  de- 
list in,  besides  himself. 

JPhaedra^s  request  to  his  mistress,  upon  his 
leaving  her  for  three  days,  is  inimitably  beauti- 
ful and  natural: 

Cum  milite  isto  praesens,  qbsens  ut  sies: 
Dies  noctesque  me  ames:  me  desideres: 
Me  somnics:  me  expcdes:  de  me  cogites: 
Me  speres:  me  te  oblcdes:  mecum  tola  sis: 
Meusfac  sispoatremd  animus,  guando  ego  sum  tuus. 

Teh.  Euw. 

*  When  you  are  in  company  with  that  soldier,  behave  as  if 
you  were  absent:  but  continue  to  love  me  by  day  and  by 
night:  want  me;  dream  of  me;  expect  me;  think  of  me; 
wish  forme;  delight  in  me;  be  wholly  with  me;  in  short, 
be  my  very  soul,  as  I  am  your*s.' 

The  jealous  man's  disease  is  of  so  malignant  a 
nature,  that  it  converts  all  it  takes  into  its  own 
nourishment.  A  cool  behaviour  sets  him  on  the 
rack,  and  is  interpreted  as  an  instance  of  aversion 
or  indifference;  a  fond  one  raises  his  suspicions, 
and  looks  too  much  like  dissimulation  and  arti- 
fice. If  the  person  he  loves  be  cheerful,  her 
thoughts  must  be  employed  on  another;  and,  if 
sad,  she  is^certainly  thinking  on  himself.  In 
short,  there  is  no  word  or  gesture  so  insignifi- 
cant, but  it  gives  him  new  hints,  feeds  his  suspi- 
cions, and  furnishes  him  with  fresh  matters  of 
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discovery;  so  that  if  we  consider  the  effects  of 
this  passion,  one  would  rather  think  it  proceed- 
ed from  an  inveterate  hatred  than  an  excessive 
love;  for  certainly  none  can  meet  with  more  dis- 
quietude and  uneasiness  than  a  suspected  wife,, 
if  we  except  the  jealous  husband. 

But  the  great  unhappiness  of  this  passion  is, 
that  it  naturally  tends  to  alienate  the  affection 
which  it  is  so  solicitous  to  engross:  and  that  for 
these  two  reasons,  because  it  lays  too  great  a  con* 
straint  on  the  words  and  actions  of  the  suspected 
person;  and,  at  the  same  time,  shows  you  have 
no  honourable  opinion  of  her;  both  of  which  are 
strong  motives  to  aversion. 

Nor  is  this  the  worst  effect  of  jealousy;  for  it 
often  draws  after  it  a  more  fatal  train  of  conse- 
quences, and  makes  the  person  you  suspect, 
guilty  of  the  very  crimes  you  are  so  much  afraid 
of.  It  is  very  natural  for  such  who  are  treated 
ill  and  upbraided  falsely,  to  find  out  an  intimate 
friend  that  will  hear  their  complaints,  condole 
their  sufferings,  and  endeavour  to  sooth  and  as- 
suage their  secret  resentments.  Besides,  jealousy 
puts  a  woman  often  in  mind  of  an  ill  thing  that 
she  would  not  otherwise  perhaps  have  thought 
of,  and  fills  her  imagination  with  such  an  unlucky 
idea,  as  in  time  grows  familiar,  excites  desire, 
and  loses  all  the  shame  and  horror  which  mieht 
at  first  attend  it.  Nor  is  it  a  wonder  if  she  who 
suffers  wron^ully  in  a  man's  opinion  of  her,  and 
has,  therefore,  nothing  to  forfeit  in  his  esteem, 
resolves  to  give  him  reason  for  his  suspicions,  and 
to  enjoy  the  pleasure  of  the  crime,  since  she  must 
undergo  the  ignominy.  Such  probably  were  the 
considerations  that  directed  the  wise  man  in  hia 
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advice  to  husbands:  ^  Be  not  jealous  over  the 
wife  of  thy  bosom,  and  teach  her  not  an  evil  les- 
son against  thyself.*     (Eccl.  ix.  1.) 

And  here,  among  the  other  torments  which 
this  passion  produces,  we  may  usually  observe, 
that  none  are  greater  mourners  than  jealous  men, 
when  the  person  who  provokes  their  jealousy  is 
taken  from  them.  Tnen  it  is  that  their  love 
breaks  out  furiously,  and  throws  off  all  the  mix- 
tures of  suspicion  which  choked  and  smothered 
it  before.  The  beautiful  parts  of  the  character 
rise  uppermost  in  the  jealous  husband^s  memory, 
and  uporaid  him  with  the  ill  usage  of  so  divine 
a  creature  as  was  once  in  his  possession;  whilst 
all  the  little  imperfections,  that  were  before  so 
uneasy  to  him,  wear  off  from  his  remembrance, 
and  show  themselves  no  more. 

We  may  see,  by  what  has  been  said,  that  jea- 
lousy takes  the  deepest  root  in  men  of  amorous 
dispositions;  and  of  these  we  may  find  three 
kinds  who  are  most  over-run  with  it. 

The  first  are,  those  who  are  conscious  to  them- 
selves of  any  infirmity,  whether  it  be  weakness, 
old  age,  deformity,  ignorance,  or  the  like.  These 
men  are  so  well  acquainted  with  the  unamiable 
part  of  themselves,  that  they  have  not  the  confi- 
dence to  think  they  are  really  beloved;  and  are  so 
distrustful  of  their  own  merits,  that  all  fondness 
towards  them  puts  them  out  ojf  countenance,  and 
looks  like  a  jest  upon  their  persons.  They  grow 
suspicious  on  their  first  looking  in  a  glass,  and 
are  stung  with  jealousy  at  the  sight  of  a  wrinkle. 
A  handsome  fellow  immediately  alarms  them, 
and  every  thing  that  looks  young  or  gay  turns 
their  thoughts  upon  their  wives. 
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A  second  sort  of  men,  who  are  most  liable  to 
this  passion,  are  those  of  cunning,  wary,  and  dis- 
trustful tempers.  It  is  a  fault  very  justly  found 
in  histories  composed  by  politicians,  that  thev 
leave  nothing  to  chance  or  numour,  but  are  still 
for  deriving  every  action  from  so  hie  plot  or  con-, 
trivance,  for  drawing  up  a  perpetual  scheme  of 
causes  and  events,  and  preserving  a  constant  cor- 
respondence between  the  camp  and  the  council 
table.  And  thus  it  happens  in  the  affairs  of  love 
with  men  of  too  refinea  a  thought. 

They  put  a  construction  on  a  look,  and  find 
out  a  aesign  in  a  smile;  they  give  new  senses  and 
significations  to  words  and  actions;  and  are  ever 
tormenting  themselves  with  fancies  of  their  own 
raising.  They  generally  act  in  a  disguise  them- 
selves, and,  therefore,  mistake  all  outward  shows 
and  appearances  for  hypocrisy  in  others;  so  that 
I  believe  no  men  see  less  of  tne  truth  and  reality 
of  things  than  these  great  refiners  upon  incidents, 
who  are  so  wonderfully  subtle  and  overwise  in 
their  conceptions. 

Now,  what  these  men  fancy  they  know  of  wo- 
men by  reflection,  your  lewd  and  vicious  men 
believe  they  have  learned  by  experience.  They 
have  seen  the  poor  husband  so  misled  by  tric^ 
and  artifices,  and  in  the  midst  of  his  inquiries  so 
lost  and  bewildered  in  a  crooked  intrigue,  that 
they  still  suspect  an  underplot  in  every  female 
action;  and  especially  where  they  see  any  resem- 
blance in  the  behaviour  of  two  persons,  are  apt 
to  fancy  it  proceeds  from  the  same  design  m 
both.  These  men,  therefore,  bear  hard  upon  the 
suspected  party,  pursue  her  close  through  all  her 
turnings  and  windings,  and  are  too  well  acqusu^ 
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ed  with  the  chase,  to  be  flung  oflf  by  any  false 
steps  or  doubles;  besides,  their  acquaintance  and 
conversation  has  lain  wholly  among  the  vicious 
parts  of  womankind,  and  therefore  it  is  no  won- 
der they  censure  all  alike,  and  look  upon  the 
whole  sex  as  a  species  of  impostors.  But  if, 
notwithstanding  their  private  experience,  they 
can  get  over  these  prejudices,  and  entertain  a  fa- 
vourable opinion  oi  some  women;  yet  their  own 
loose  desires  will  stir  up  new  suspicions  from 
another  side,  and  make  them  believe  all  men  sub- 
ject to  the  same  inclinations  with  themselves. 

Whether  these  or  other  motives  are  most  pre- 
dominant, we  learn  from  the  modern  histories  of 
America,  as  well  as  from  our  own  experience  in 
this  part  of  the  world,  that  jealousy  is  no  northern 
passion,  but  rages  most  in  those  nations  that  lie 
nearest  the  influence  of  the  sun.  It  is  a  misfor- 
tune for  a  woman  to  be  born  between  the  tro- 
pics; for  there  lie  the  hottest  regions  of  jealousy, 
which,  as  you  come  northward,  cools  all  along 
with  the  climate,  till  you  scarce  meet  with  any 
thing  like  it  in  the  polar  circle.  Our  own  nation 
is  very  temperately  situated  in  this  respect;  and 
if  we  meet  with  some  few  disordered  with  the 
violence  of  this  passion,  they  are  not  the  proper 
growth  of  our  country,  but  are  many  degrees 
nearer  the  sun  in  their  constitution  than  in  their 
climate. 

After  this  frightful  account  of  jealousy,  and  the 

persons  who  are  most  subject  to  it,  it  will  be  but 

fair  to  show  by  what  means  the  passion  may  be 

best  allayed,  and  those  who  are  possessed  with  it 

set  at  ease.    Other  faults,  indeea,  are  not  under 

the  wife's  jrrisdiction,  and  should,  if  possible^ 
Vol.  IV.- 
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cape  her  observation;  but  jealousy  calls  upon  her 
particularly  for  its  cure,  and  deserves  all  her  art 
and  application  in  the  attempt:  besides,  she  has 
this  for  her  encouragement,  that  her  endeavours 
will  be  always  pleasing,  and  that  she  will  stiH  find 
the  affection  of  her  husband  rising  towards  her  in 
proportion  as  his  doubts  and  suspicions  vanish: 
for,  as  we  have  seen  all  along,  there  is  so  great  a 
mixture  of  love  in  jealousy  as  is  well  worth  the 
separating.  But  this  shall  be  the  subject  of  ano- 
ther paper.     (See  No.  178.) 

ADDISON.  L. 


"O-^Qe-fv 


No.  171.    SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER  15. 

Credula  res  amor  est. Ovid  Met. 

The  man  who  loves  is  easy  of  belief. 

Having,  in  my  yesterday's  paper,  discovered 
the  nature  of  jealousy,  and  pointed  out  the  per- 
sons who  are  most  subject  to  it,  I  must  here  ap- 
ply myself  to  my  fair  correspondents,  who  desire 
to  live  well  with  a  jealous  husband,  and  to  ease 
his  mind  of  its  unjust  suspicions.  * 

•  The  following  advertisement  refers  to  this  and  the  pre* 
ceding"  paper  on  Jealousy. 

"  I,  William  Crazy,  ag-ed  threescore  and  seven,  having 
for  several  years  been  afflicted  with  uneasy  doubts,  fears» 
and  vapours,  occasioned  by  the  youth  and  beauty  of  Maiy 
my  wife,  aged  twenty-five,  do  hereby,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
public,  give  notice,  that  I  have  found  great  relief  from  two 
doses,  having  taken  them  two  mornings  together  with  a  dish 
of  chocolate.  Witness  my  hand,  &c.**  Spect  No.  547. 
See  also  No.  178  of  this  volume. 
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The  first  rule  1  shall  propose  to  be  observed, 
is,  that  you  never  seem  to  dislike  in  another  what 
the  jealous  man  is  himself  guilty  of,  or  to  admire 
any  thing  in  which  he  himself  does  not  excel.  A 

i'ealous  man  is  very  quick  in  his  applications:  he 
tnows  how  to  find  a  double  edge  in  an  invective, 
and  to  draw  a  satire  on  himself  out  of  a  panegyric 
on  another.  He  does  not  trouble  himself  to  con- 
sider the  person,  but  to  direct  the  character;  and 
is  secretly  pleased  or  confounded  as  he  finds  more 
or  less  of  himself  in  it.  The  commendation  of 
any  thing  jn  another  stirs  up  his  jealousy,  as  it 
shows  you  have  a  value  for  others  besides  him- 
sel;  but  the  commendation  of  that  which  he  him- 
self wants,  inflames  him  more,  as  it  shows,  that, 
in  some  respects,  you  prefer  others  before  him. 
Jealousy  is  admirably  described  in  this  view  by 
Horace,  in  his  ode  to  Lydia. 

Quum  tu,  Lydia,  Telephi 

Cervicem  roseam,  et  cerea  Telephi 
Laudaa  brachla,  vas  meum 

Fervens  dlfficUl  bile  tumet  jecur: 
Tune  nee  mens  mihi,  nee  color 

Certd  sede  manet;  humor  et  in  genas 
Furtim  htbitur,  arguens 

Quim  lentis  penith  macerer  ignibus,     Od. 

When  Telephus  his  youthful  charms. 
His  rosy  neck  and  winding*  arms, 
With  endless  rapture  you  recite. 
And  in  the  pleasing  name  delight; 
My  heart,  inflam*d  by  jealous  heats. 
With  numberless  resentments  beats; 
From  my  pale  cheek  the  colour  flies. 
And  all  the  man  within  me  dies: 
By  turns  my  hidden  grief  appears 
In  rining  sighs  and  falling  tears^ 
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That  show  too  well  the  warm  desires. 
The  silent,  slow,  consuming'  fires, 
Which  on  thy  inmost  vitals  prey. 
And  melt  my  veiy  soul  away. 

The  jealous  man  is  not  indeed  angry  if  yoii  dis- 
like another,  but  if  you  find  those  faults  which  are 
to  be  found  in  his  own  character,  you  discover 
not  only  your  dislike  of  another,  but  of  himself. 
In  short,  he  is  so  desirous  of  engrossing  all  your 
love,  that  he  is  grieved  at  the  want  of  any  charm, 
which  he  believes  has  power  to  raise  it,  and  if  he 
finds  by  your  censures  on  others,  that  he  is  not  so 
agreeable  in  your  opinion  as  he  might  be,  he  na- 
turally concludes  you  could  love  him  better  if  he 
had  other  qualifications,  and  that  by  consequence 
your  affection  does  not  rise  so  high  as  he  thinks 
it  ought.  If  therefore  his  temper  be  grave  or 
sullen,  you  must  not  be  too  mucn  pleased  with  a 
jest,  or  transported  with  any  thing  that  is  gay 
and  diverting.  If  his  beauty  be  none  of  the  best, 
you  must  be  a  professed  admirer  of  prudence,  or 
any  other  quality  he  is  master  of,  or  at  least  vain 
enough  to  think  he  is. 

In  the  next  place,  you  must  be  sure  to  be  free 
and  open  in  your  conversation  with  him,  and  to 
let  in  light  upon  your  actions,  to  unravel  all  your 
designs,  and  discover  every  secret,  however  tri- 
fling or  indifferent.  A  jealous  husband  has  a 
particular  aversion  to  winks  and  whispers;- and  if 
ne  does  not  see  to  the  bottom  of  every  thing,  will 
be  sure  to  go  beyond  it  in  his  fears  and  suspicions. 
He  will  always  expect  to  be  your  chief  confidant; 
and  where  he  finds  himself  kept  out  of  a  secret, 
will  believe  there  is  more  in  it  than  there  should 
be.     And  here  it  is  of  great  concern,  that  you 
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preserve  the  character  of  your  sincerity  uniform 
and  of  a  piece:  for  if  he  once  finds  a  false  gloss  put 
upon  any  single  action,  he  quickljr  suspects  all 
the  rest;  his  working  imagination  immediately 
takes  a  false  hint,  and  runs  off  with  it  into  several 
remote  consequences,  till  he  has  proved  very  in- 
genious in  working  out  his  own  misery. 

If  both  these  methods  fail,  the  best  way  will 
be  to  let  him  see  you  are  much  cast  down  and 
afflicted  for  the  ill  opinion  he  entertains  of  you, 
and  the  disquietudes  he  himself  suffers  for  your 
sake.  There  are  many  who  take  a  kind  of  bar- 
barous pleasure  in  the  jealousy  of  those  who  love 
them,  that  insult  over  an  aching  heart,  and  tri- 
umph in  their  charms,  which  are  able  to  excite 
so  much  uneasiness. 

Jirdtai  tpsu  licet/  tormeniis  gaudei  amaniis,        Juy» 

Though  equal  pains  her  peace  of  mind  destroy, 
A  lover's  torments  g^ve  her  spiteful  joy. 

But  these  often  carry  the  humour  so  far  till 
their  affected  coldness  and  indifference  quite  kills 
all  the  fondness  of  a  lover,  and  are  then  sure  to 
meet  in  their  turn  with  all  the  contempt  and  scorn 
that  is  due  to  so  insolent  a  behaviour.  On  the 
contrary,  it  is  very  probable  a  melancholy,  de- 
jected carriage,  the  usual  effects  of  injured  inno- 
cence, may  soften  the  jealous  husband  into  pity, 
make  him  sensible  of  the  wrong  he  does  you,  and 
work  out  of  his  mind  all  those  fears  and  suspi- 
cions that  make  you  both  unhappy.  At  least  it 
will  have  this  good  effect,  that  he  will  keep  his 
jealousy  to  himself,  and  repine  in  private,  either 
because  he  is  sensible  it  is  a  weakness,  and  will 
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therefore  hide  it  from  your  knowledge,  or  be- 
cause he  will  be  apt  to  iear  some  ill  effect  it  may 
produce,  in  cooling  your  love  towards  him,  or 
diverting  it  to  another. 

There  is  still  another  secret  that  can  never  fail, 
if  you  can  once  get  it  believed,  and  which  is  often 
practised  by  women  of  greater  cunning  than  vir- 
tue: this  is  to  change  sides  for  a  while  with  the 
Jealous  man,  and  to  turn  his  own  passion  upon 
nimself;  to  take  some  occasion  of  growing  jealous 
of  him,  and  to  follow  the  example  he  himself 
hath  set  you.  This  counterfeited  jealousy  will 
bring  him  a  great  deal  of  pleasure,  if  he  thinks 
it  real;  for  he  knows  experimentally  how  much 
love  goes  along  with  this  passion,  and  will,  be- 
sides, feel  something  like  the  satisfaction  of  a  re- 
venge, in  seeing  you  undergo  all  his  own  tortures. 
But  this,  indeedj  is  an  artiube  so  difficult,  and  at 
the  same  time  so  disingenuous,  that  it  ought  ne- 
ver to  be  put  in  practice,  but  by  such  as  have 
skill  enough  to  cover  the  deceit,  and  innocence 
to  render  it  excusable. 

I  shall  conclude  this  essay  with  the  story  of 
Herod  and  Mariamne,  as  1  have  collected  it  out 
of  Josephus;  which  may  serve  almost  as  an  exam- 
ple to  whatever  can  be  said  on  this  subject. 

Mariamne  had  all  the  charms  that  beauty, 
birth,  wit  and  youth  could  give  a  woman,  and 
Herod  all  the  love  that  such  charms  are  able  to 
raise  in  a  warm  and  amorous  disposition.  In  the 
midst  of  this  his  fondness  for  Mariamne,  he  .put 
her  brother  to  death,  as  he  did  her  father  not 
many  years  after.  The  barbarity  of  the  action 
was  represented  to  Mark  Antony,  who  imme- 
diately summoned  Herod  into  Egypt,  to  answer 
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for  the  crime  that  was  there  laid  to  his  charge. 
Herod  attributed  the  summons  to  Antony's  de- 
sire of  Mariamne,  whom  therefore,  before  his 
departure,  he  gave  into  the  custody  of  his  uncle 
Joseph,  with  private  orders  to  put  her  to  death, 
if  any  such  violence  was  offered  to  himself.  This 
Joseph  was  much  delighted  with  Mariamne's 
conversation,  and  endeavoured  with  all  his  art 
and  rhetoric  to  set  out  the  excess  of  Herod's  pas- 
sion for  her;  but  when  he  still  found  her  cold  and 
incredulous,  he  inconsideratehr  told  her,  as  a  cer- 
tain instance  of  her  lord's  affection,  the  private 
orders  he  had  left  behind  him,  which  plainly 
showed,  according  to  Joseph's  interpretation, 
that  he  could  neither  lijre  nor  die  witnout  her. 
This  barbarous  instance  of  a  wild  unreasonable 
passion  quite  put  out,  for  a  time,  those  little  re- 
mains of  affection  she  still  had  for  her  lord :  her 
thoughts  were  so  wholly  taken  up  with  the  cru- 
elty of  his  orders,  that  she  could  not  consider  the 
kindness  that  produced  them,  and  therefore  re- 
presented him  in  her  imagination  rather  under 
the  frightful  idea  of  a  murderer  than  a  lover. 
Herod  was  at  length  acquitted  and  dismissed  by 
Mark  Antony  when  his  soul  was  all  in  flames  for 
his  Mariamne;  but  before  their  meeting,  he  was 
not  a  little  alarmed  at  the  report  he  had  heard  of 
his  uncle's  conversation  and  familiarity  with  her 
m  his  absence.  This  therefore  was  the  first  dis- 
course he  entertained  her  with,  in  which  she 
found  it  no  easy  matter  to  quiet  his  suspicions. 
But  at  last  he  appeared  so  well  satisfied  of  her 
innocence,  that  iromv  reproaches  and  wranglings 
he  fell  to  tears  and  embraces.  Both  of  them  wept 
very  tenderly  at  their  reconciliation,  and  Herod 
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poured  out  his  whole  soul  to  her  in  the  warmes 
protestations  of  love  and  constancy:  when  amidat 
all  her  si^hs  and  languishings  she  asked  him, 
whether  the  private  orders  he  left  with  his  uncle 
Joseph  were  an  instance  of  such  an  inflamed 
aflfeetion.  The  jealous  king  was  immediately 
roused  at  so  unexpected  a  question,  and  con- 
cluded his  uncle  must  have  been  too  familiar 
with  her,  before  he  would  have  discovered  such 
a  secret.  In  short,  he  put  his  uncle  to  death, 
and  with  difficulty  prevailed  upon  himself  to 
spare  Mariamne. 

After  this  he  was  forced  on  a  second  journey 
into  Egypt,  when  he  committed  his  lady  to  the 
care  of  Sohemus,  with  the  same  private  orders 
he  had  before  given  his  uncle,  if  any  mischief 
befel  himself.  In  the  meanwhile,  Mariamne  so 
won  upon  Sohemus  by  her  presents  and  obliging 
conversation,  that  she  drew  all  the  secret  from 
him,  with  which  Herod  had  intrusted  him;  so 
that  after  his  return,  when  he  flew  to  her  with 
all  the  transports  of  joy  and  love,  she  received 
him  coldly  with  sighs  and  tears,  and  all  the  marks 
of  indifference  and  aversion.  Tiiis  reception  so 
stirred  up  his  indignation,  that  he  had  certainly 
slain  her  with  his  own  hands,  had  not  he  feared 
he  himself  should  have  become  the  greatest  suf- 
ferer by  it.  It  was  not  long  after  this,  when  he 
had  another  violent  return  of  love  upon  hirn; 
Mariamne  was  therefore  sent  for  to  him,  whom 
he  endeavoured  to  soften  and  reconcile  with  all 
possible  conjugal  caresses  and  endearments,  but 
she  declined  his  embraces,  and  answered  all  his 
fondness  with  bitter  invectives  for  the  death  of 
her  father  and  her  brother.     This  behaviour  so 
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incensed  Herod,  that  he  very  hardly  refrained 
from  striking  her;  when  in  the  heat  of  their  quar- 
rel there  came  in  a  witness,  suborned  by  some 
of  Mariamne's  enemies,  who  accused  her  to  the 
king  of  a  design  to  poison  him.  Herod  was  now 
prepared  to  hear  any  thing  in  her  prejudice,  and 
immediately  ordered  her  servant  to  be  stretched 
upon  the  rack;  who  in  the  extremity  of  his  tor- 
ture confessed,  that  his  mistress's  aversion  to  the 
king  arose  from  something  Sohemus  had  told  her; 
but  as  for  any  design  ot  poisoning,  he  utterly 
disowned  the  least  knowledge  of  it.  This  con- 
fession quickly  proved  fatal  to  Sohemus,  who 
now  lay  under  the  same  suspicions  and  sentence 
that  Joseph  had  before  him,  on  the  like  occasion. 
Nor  would  Herod  rest  here;  but  accused  her  with 
great  vehemence  of  a  design  upon  his  life,  and 
by  his  authority  with  the  judges  had  her  public- 
ly condemned  and  executed.  Herod  soon  after 
her  death  grew  melancholy  and  dejected,  retiring 
from  the  public  administration  of  affairs  into  a 
solitary  forest,  and  there  abandoning  himself  to 
all  the  black  considerations,  which  naturally  arise 
from  a  passion  made  up  of  love,  remorse,  pity 
and  despair.  He  used  to  rave  for  his  Mariamne, 
and  to  call  upon  her  in  his  distracted  fits,  and  in 
all  probability  would  soon  have  followed  her,  had 
not  his  thoughts  been  seasonably  called  off  from 
so  sad  an  object  by  public  storms,  which  at  that 
time  very  nearly  threatened  him. 

ADDISON.  L. 
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Ncn  sol'tn  sdentiOf  qux  eat  remota  (ijustitia^  calUditas  poUut 
quam  sapieniia  eat  appellanda;  verum  eiiam  animus  pani^ 
ius  ad  pericuhmi,  at  aua  cupiditate,  rum  utiliiate  commumi, 
impenitur,  auda>dse  potiua  nomen  habeat,  qucim  fartiiu^ 
nia Plato  apud  Tu^je,. 

As  knowledge,  without  justice,  ought  to  be  called  cunning; 
rather  than  wisdom;  so  a  mind  prepared  to  meet  dang^, 
if  excited  by  its  own  eagerness,  and  not  the  public  g^ood, 
deserves  the  name  of  audacity  rather  than  of  courage 

There  can  be  no  greater  injury  to  human  to* 
ciety,  than  that  good  talents  among  men  should 
be  held  honourable  to  those  who  are  endowed 
with  them,  without  any  regard  how  they  are  ap- 
plied. The  gifts  of  nature  and  accomplishments 
of  art  are  valuable  but  as  they  are  exerted  in  the 
interests  of  virtue,  or  governed  by  the  rules  of 
honour.  We  ought  to  abstract  our  minds  from 
the  observation  of  anv  excellence  in  those  v«e 
converse  with,  till  we  nave  taken  some  notice,  or 
received  some  good  information  of  the  dispoBi'- 
tion  of  their  minds;  otherwise  the  beauty  of  their 
person,  or  the  charms  of  their  wit,  may  make 
us  fond  of  those  whom  our  reason  and  judgmeirt 
will  tell  us  we  ought  to  abhor. 

When  we  suffer  ourselves  to  be  thus  carried 
away  by  mere  beauty,  or  mere  wit,  Omniamaote, 
with  all  her  vice,  will  bear  away  as  much  of  our 
good  will  as  the  most  innocent  virgin  or  dis- 
creetest  matron ;  and  there  can  not  be  a  more  ab- 
ject slavery  in  this  world,  than  to  doat  upon  what 
we  think  we  ought  to  condemn;  yet  this  must  bib 
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our  condition  in  all  the  parts  of  life,  if  we  suffer 
ourselves  to  approve  any  thing  but  what  tends 
to  the  promotion  of  what  is  good  and  honoura- 
ble.    If  we  could  take  true  pains  with  ourselves 
to  consider  all  things  by  the  light  of  reason  and 
justice,  though  a  man  were  in  the  height  of  youth 
and  anrorous  inclinations,  he  would  look  "Ppn 
a  coquette  with  the  same  contempt  or  indiffer- 
ence as  he  would  upon  a  coxcomb:  the  wanton 
carriage  in  a  woman  would  disappoint  her  of  the 
admiration  which  she  aims  at;  ana  the  vain  dress 
or  discourse  of  a  man  would  destroy  the  comeli- 
ness of  his  shape,  or  goodness  of  his  understand- 
ing.    I  say,  the  goodness  of  his  understanding; 
for  it  is  no  less  common  to  see  men  of  sense  com- 
mence coxcombs,  than  beautiful  women  become 
immodest     When  this  happens  in  either,  the  fa- 
vour we  are  naturally  inclined  to  give  to  the  good 
qualities  they  have  from  nature  should  abate  in 
proportion.     But  however  just  it  is  to  measure 
the  value  of  men  by  the  application  of  their  tal- 
ents, and  not  by  the  eminence  of  those  qualities 
abstracted  from  their  use:  I  say,  however  iusl 
such  a  way  of  judging  is,  in  all  ages  as  well  aft 
this,  the  contrary  has  prevailed  upon  the  gene- 
rality of  mankind.  How  many  lewd  devices  nave 
beein  preserved  from  one  age  to  another,  which 
had  perished  as  soon  as  they  were  made,  if  paint- 
ers and  sculptors  had  been  esteemed  as  nriuch  for 
the  purpose  as  the  execution  of  their  designs? 
Moaest  and  well-governed  imaginations  have  by 
this  means  lost  the  representations  of  ten  thou- 
sand charming  portraitures,  filled  with  images  of 
innate  truth,  ^nerous  zeal,  courageous  faith,  and 
tender  humanity ;  instead  of  which,  satyrs^  iuries, 
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and  monsters,  are  recommended  by  those  arts  to 
a  shameful  eternity. 

The  unjust  application  of  laudable  talents  is 
tolerated  in  the  general  opinion  of  men,  not  only 
in  such  cases  as  are  here  mentioned,  but  also  in 
matters  which  concern  ordinary  life.  If  a  law- 
yer were  to  be  esteemed  only  as  he  uses  his  parts 
in  contending  for  justice,  and  were  immediately 
despicable  when  he  appeared  in  a  cause  which 
he  could  not  but  know  was  an  unjust  one,  how 
honourable  would  his  character  he?  And  how 
honourable  is  it  in  such  among  us,  who  follow  the 
profession  no  otherwise  than  as  labouring  to  pro- 
tect th8  injured,  to  subdue  the  oppressor,  to  im- 
prison the  careless  debtor,  and  do  rightto  the  pain- 
ful artificer?  But  many  of  this  excellent  charac- 
ter are  overlooked  by  the  greater  number,  who 
affect  covering  a  weak  place  in  a  client's  title,  di- 
verting the  course  of  an  inquiry,  or  finding  a 
skilful  refuge  to  palliate  a  falsehood:  yet  it  is  still 
called  eloquence  in  the  latter,  though  thus  un- 
justly employed;  but  resolution  in  an  assassin  is, 
according  to  reason,  quite  as  laudable  as  know- 
ledge and  wisdom  exercised  in  th^  defence  of  an 
ill  cause. 

Were  the  intention  steadfastly  considered,  as 
the  measure  of  approbation,  all  falsehood  woiild 
soon  be  out  of  countenance,  and  an  address  in 
imposing  upon  mankind,  would  be  as  contempt- 
ible in  one  state  of  life  as  another.  A  couple 
of  courtiers  making  professions  of  esteem,  would 
make  the  same  figure  after  breach  of  promise, 
as  two  knights  of  the  post  convicted  of  pei^ 
jury.  But  conversation  is  fallen  so  low  in  point 
of  morality,  that  as  they  say  in  a  bargain,  IM 
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the  buyer  look  to  it;  so  in  friendship,  he  is  the 
man  in  danger  who  is  most  apt  to  beheve.  He  is 
the  more  likely  to  suffer  in  the  commerce,  who 
begins  with  the  obligation  of  being  the  more  rea- 
dy to  enter  into  it. 

But  those  men  onl)r  are  truly  great  who  place 
their  Ambition  rather  in  acquiring  to  themselves 
the  conscience  of  worthy  enterprises,  than  in  the 
prospect  of  glory  which  attends  them.  These 
exalted  spirits  would  rather  be  secretly  the  au- 
thors of  events  which  are  serviceable  to  mankind, 
than,  without  being  such,  to  have  the  public  fame 
of  it.  Where  theremre  an  eminent  merit  is  robbed 
by  artifice  or  detraction,  it  does  but  increase  by 
such  endeavours  of  its  enemies:  the  impotent 
pains  which  are  taken  to  sully  it,  or  difituse  if 
among  a  crowd  to  the  injury  of  a  single  person, 
will  naturally  produce  the  contrary  effect;  the 
fire  will  blaze  out,  and  burn  up  all  that  attempt 
to  smother  what  they  can  not  extinguish. 

There  is  but  one  thing  necessary  to  keep  the 
possession  of  true  glory,  which  is,  to  hear  the  op- 
posers  of  it  with  patience,  and  preserve  the  virtue 
ny  which  it  was  acquired.  When  a  man  is  tho- 
roughly persuaded  that  he  ought  neither  to  ad- 
mire, wish  for,  or  pursue  any  thing  but  what  is 
exactly  his  duty,  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  seasons, 
persons,  or  accidents,  to  diminish  his  value.  He 
only  is  a  great  man  who  can  neglect  the  applause 
of  the  multitude,  and  enjoy  himself  independent 
of  its  favour.  This  is  indeed  an  arduous  task; 
but  it  should  eomfort  a  glorious  spirit  that.it  is 
the  highest  step  to  which  human  nature  can  ar- 
rive. jTriumpn,  applause,  acclamation^  are  dear 
to  the  mind  of  man;  but  it  is  still  a  more  exqui- 
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site  delight  to  say  to  yourself,  you  have  done 
well,  than  to  hear  the  whole  human  race  pro- 
nounce you  glorious,  except  you  youself  can 
join  with  them  in  your  own  reflections.  A  mind 
thus  equal  and  uniform  may  be  deserted  hy  little 
fashionable  admirers  and  followers,  but  will  ever 
be  had  in  reverence  bv  souls  like  itself.  The 
branches  of  the  oak  endure  all  the  seasons  of  the 
year,  though  its  leaves  fall  off  in  autumn;  and  these 
too  will  be  restored  with  the  returning  spring. 

STEELE.  T. 
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•Remove  fera  monsfrct,  tuasgue 


Saxificos  vuUuSf  qusBcunque  ea,  toUe  Medusae.     Ovnu 

Remove  that  horrid  monster,  and  take  hence 
Medusa's  petrifying  countenance. 

In  a  late  paper  1  mentioned  the  project  of  an 
ingenious  author  for  the  erecting  ot  several  han- 
dicraft prizes,  to  be  contended  wr  by  our  Briti^ 
artisans,  and  the  influence  they  might  have  to- 
wards the  improvement  of  our  several  manufac- 
tures. I  have  since  that  been  very  much  surprised 
by  the  following  advertisement,  which  1  nnd  in 
thePost-Boy  of  the  11  th  instant,  and  again  repeat- 
ed in  the  Post-Boy  of  the  15th. 

".On  the  9th  of  October  next  will  be  run  for 
upon  Goleshill-Heath  in  Warwickshire,  a  plate 
01  six  guineas  value,  three  heats,  by  any  horsey 
mare  or  gelding,  that  hath  not  won  above  the 
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value  of  £5,  the  winning  horse  to  be  sold  for 
d6lO:  to  carry  10  stone  weight,  if  14  hands  high; 
if  above  or  under,  to  carry  or  be  allowed  weight 
for  inches;  and  to  be  entered  Friday  the  6th,  at 
the  Swan  in  Coleshill,  before  six  in  the  evening. 
Also  a  plate  of  less  value  to  be  run  for  by  asses. 
The  same  day  a  gold  ring  to  be  grinned  for  by 
men."* 

The  first  of  these  diversions  that  is  to  be  exhi- 
bited by  the  d6lO  race-horses,  may  probably  have 
its  use,  but  the  two  last,  in  which  the  asses  and 
men  are  concerned,  seem  to  me  altogether  extra- 
ordinary and  unaccountable.  Why  they  should 
keep  running  asses  at  Coleshill,  or  how  making 
mouths  turns  to  account  in  Warwickshire,  more 
than  in  any  other  parts  of  England,  1  can  not 
comprehend.  1  have  looked  over  all  the  Olym- 
pic games,  and  do  not  find  any  thing  in  them  like 
an  ass  race,  or  a  match  at  grinning.  However  it 
be,  I  am  informed  that  several  asses  are  now 
kept  in  body  clothes  and  sweated  every  morning 
upon  the  heath,  and  that  all  the  country  fellows 
within  ten  miles  of  the  Swan,  grin  an  hour  or 
two  in  their  glasses  every  morning,  in  order  to 
qualify  themselves  for  the  9th  of  October.  The 
prize  which  is  proposed  to  be  grinned  for,  has 
raised  such  an  ambition  among  the  common  peo- 

§le  of  out-grinning  one  another,  that  many  very 
iscerning  p^ersons  are  afraid  it  should  spoil  most 
of  the  faces  in  the  county;  and  that  a  Warwick- 

•  This  is  the  first  of  the  papers  mentioned  as  an  infalli- 
ble cure  for  the  hypochondriac  melancholy,  the  others  arc 
Ko.  184,  191,  203,  209,  221,  233,  235  239  245.  247  and 
S51.     See  Spect  Na  547. 
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riiire  man  will  be  known  hv  his  gnn,  as  Ronuui 
catholics  imagine  a  Kentisli  man^^is  by  his  taiL 
The  gold  rin^,  which  is  made  the  prize  of  defor- 
mity, is  just  the  rererse  of  the  golden  apple  that 
was  formerly  made  the  prize  of  beauty,  ana  should 
carry  for  its  posy  the  old  motto  inirerted: 

BdurtetnarL 

Or,  to  accommodate  it  to  the  capacity  of  tiie 
combatants. 

The  frigfatfull'st  grimier 
Be  the  winner. 

In  the  meanwhile  I  would  advise  a  Dutch  paint- 
er to  be  present  at  this  great  controversy  of  faces, 
in  order  to  make  a  collection  of  the  most  remark- 
able grins  that  shall  be  there  exhibited. 

1  must  not  here  omit  an  account  which  1  late- 
ly received  of  one  of  these  grinning  matches 
from  a  gentleman,  who,  upon  reading  the  above 
mentioned  advertisement,  entertained  a  coffee- 
house with  the  following  narrative.  Upon  the 
taking  of  Namure,*  amidst  other  public  rejoic- 
ings made  on  that  occasion,  there  was  a  gold  ring 
given  by  a  whig  justice  of  the  peace  to  be  grin- 
ned for.  The  nrst  competitor  that  entered  the 
lists  was  a  black  swarthy  Frenchman,  who  acci- 
dentally passed  that  way,  and  being  a  man  natur- 
ally of  a  withered  look  and  hard  features,  pro- 
mised himself  good  success.  He  was  placed  upon 

*  Namiire  was  taken  from  the  French,  Sept,  1,  1695, 
by  king  VjrUliam,  in  the  sig^t  of  an  army  of  100,000  mei^ 
which  the  king  of  France  bad  sent  to  relieye  it. 
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a  table  in  the  great  point  of  view,  and  looking 
upon  the  company  like  Milton's  death, 

Grinn'd  horribly  a  ghastly  smile. 

His  muscles  were  so  drawn  together  on  each 
side  of  his  face,  that  he  showed  twenty  teeth  at 
a  grin,  and  put  the  country  in  some  pain,  lest  a 
foreigner  should  carry  away  the  honour  of  the 
day;  but  upon  a  further  trial  they  found  he  waa 
master  only  of  the  merry  grin. 

The  next  that  mounted  the  table  was  a  male- 
content  in  those  days,  and  a  great  master  in  the 
w^hole  art  of  grinning,  but  particularly  excelled 
in  the  angry  grin.  He  did  his  part  so  well,  that 
he  is  said  to  have  made  half  a  dozen  women  mis- 
carry, but  the  justice  being  apprized  by  one  who 
stood  near  him,  that  the  fellow  who  grinned  in 
his  face  was  a  Jacobite,  and  being  unwilling  that 
a  disaffected  person  should  win  the  gold  ring, 
and  be  looked  upon  as  the  best  grinner  in  the 
country,  he  ordered  the  oaths  to  be  tendered  unto 
him  upon  his  quitting  the  table,  which  the  grin- 
ner refusing,  he  was  set  aside  as  an  unqualified 
Eerson.  There  were  several  other  grotesque 
gures  that  presented  themselves,  which  it  would 
be  too  tedious  to  describe.  I  must  not  however 
omit  a  ploughman,  who  lived  in  the  farther  part 
of  the  country,  and  being  very  lucky  in  a  pair 
of  long  lantern  jaws,  wrung  his  face  into  such 
an  hideous  grimace,  that  every  feature  of  it  ap- 
peared under  a  different  distortion.  The  whole 
company  stood  astonished  at  such  a  complicated 
grin,  and  were  ready  to  assign  the  prize  to  him, 
had  it  not  been  proved,  by  one  of  his  antagonists, 
Vol.  IV. — 6 
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that  he  had  practised  with  verjuice  for  some 
days  before,  and  had  a  crab  found  upon  him  at 
the  very  time  of  grinning:  upon  which  the  best 
judges  of  grinning  declared  it  as  their  opinion, 
that  he  was  not  to  be  looked  upon  as  a  fair  grin- 
ner,  and  therefore  ordered  him  to  be  set  aside  as 
a  cheat 

The  prize,  it  seems,  fell  at  length  upon  a  cob- 
bler, Giles  Gorgon  by  name,  who  produced  se- 
veral new  grins  of  his  own  invention,  having 
been  used  to  cut  faces  for  many  years  together 
over  his  last.  At  the  very  first  grin  he  cast  eve- 
ry human  feature  out  of  his  countenance,  at  the 
second  he  became  the  face  of  a  spout,  at  the  third 
a  baboon,  at  the  fourth  the  head  of  a  bass-viol, 
and  at  the  fifth  a  pair  of  nut-crackers.  The 
whole  assembly  wondered  at  his  accomplish- 
ments, and  bestowed  the  ring  on  him  unanimous- 
ly: but,  what  he  esteemed  more  than  all  the  rest, 
a  country  wench,  whom  he  had  wooed  in  vain 
for  above  five  years  before,  was  so  charmed  w^ith 
his  grins,  and  the  applauses  which  he  received 
on  all  sides,  that  she  married  him  the  week  fol- 
lowing, and  to  this  day  wears  the  prize  upon  her 
finger,  the  cobbler  having  made  use  of  it  as  his 
wedding-ring. 

This  paper  might  perhaps  seem  very  imperti- 
nent, it  it  grew  serious  in  the  conclusion.  I 
would  nevertheless  leave  it  to  the  consideration 
of  those  who  are  the  patrons  of  this  monstrous 
trial  of  skill,  whether  or  no  they  are  not  guilty, 
in  some  measure,  of  an  affront  to  their  species, 
in  treating  after  this  manner  the  human  face 
divine^  and  turning  that  part  of  us,  which  has 
so  great  an  image  impressed  upon  it,  into  the 
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image  of  a  monkey;  whether  the  raising  such 
silly  co\npetitions  among  the  ignorant,  propos* 
ing  prizes  for  such  useless  accomplishments,  fill* 
ing  the  common  people^s  heads  with  such  sense- 
less ambitions,  and  inspiring  them  with  such 
absurd  ideas  of  superiority  and  pre-eminence, 
has  not  in  it  something  immoral  as  well  as  ridi- 
culous.* 

ADDISON.  L. 
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Haec  memini  et  victum  frustra  contendere  Thyrsin,     Vibs. 

These  rhymes  I  did  to  memory  commend, 

When  vanquish*d  Thyrsis  did  in  vadn  contend.     Drtden. 

'  There  is  scarce  any  thing  more  common  than 
animosities  between  parties  that  can  not  subsist 
but  by  their  agreement:  this  was  well  represent- 
ed in  the  sedition  of  the  members  of  the  human 
body  in  the  old  Roman  fable.  It  is  often  the  case 
of  lesser  confederate  states  against  a  superior 
power,  which  are  hardly  held  together,  tnough 
their  unanimity  is  necessary  for  their  common 
safety:  and  this  is  always  the  case  of  the  landed 
and  trading  interest  of  Great  Britain;  the  trader 

•  The  foregoing  Paper  had  such  an  effect,  that  imme- 
diately on  publismng  it,  the  proposed  Grinning^match  wa8 
laid  aside. — ^With  such  respect  were  the  Spectator's  ad- 
monitions received  in  those  days  even  in  a  distant  country. 
An  attention  that  perhaps  would  not  have  been  psdd  to 
them  now. 
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is  fed  by  the  product  of  the  land,  and  the  landed 
man  can  not  be  clothed  but  by  the  skill  of  the 
trader;  and  yet  those  interests  are  ever  jarring. 

We  had  last  winter  an  instance  of  this  at  our 
club,  in  Sir  Roger  de  Coverley  and  Sir  Andrew 
Freeport,  between  whom  there  is  generally  a 
constant  though  friendly  opposition  of  opinions. 
It  happened  tliat  one  ojf  the  company,  in  an  his- 
torical discourse,  was  observing  that  Carthagi- 
nian faith  was  a  proverbial  phrase  to  intimate 
breach  of  leagues.  Sir  Roger  said  it  could  hard- 
ly be  otherwise;  that  the  Carthaginians  were  the 
greatest  traders  in  the  world;  and  as  gain  is  the 
chief  end  of  such  a  people,  they  never  pursue 
any  other:  the  means  to  it  are  never  regarded ; 
they  will,  if  it  comes  easily,  get  money  honestly; 
but  if  not,  they  will  not  scruple  to  attain  it  .by 
fraud  or  cozenage:  and  indeed,  what  is  the  whole 
business  of  the  trader's  account,  but  to  over- 
reach him  who  trusts  to  his  memory?  But  were 
that  not  so,  what  can  there  great  and  noble  be 
expected  from  him  whose  attention  is  for  ever 
fixed  upon  balancing  his  books,  and  watching 
over  his  expenses?  and  at  best,  let  frugality  and 
parsimony  be  the  virtues  of  the  merchant,  how 
much  is  his  punctual  dealing  below  a  gentle- 
man's charity  to  the  poor,  or  nospitality  among 
his  neighbojLirs? 

Captain  Sentry  observed  Sir  Andrew  very  di- 
ligent in  hearing  Sir  Roger,  and  had  a  mind  to 
turn  the  discourse,  by  talking  notice  in  general, 
from  the  highest  to  the  lowest  parts  of  human 
society,  there  was  a  secret,  though  unjust  wa)' 
among  men,  indulging  the  seeds  of  ill-naturc 
and  envy,  by  comparing  their  own  state  of  life  to 
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that  of  another,  and  grudging  the  approach  of 
their  neighbour  to  their  own  happiness;  and  on 
the  other  side,  he  who  is  the  less  at  his  ease,  re- 
pines at  the  other,  who,  he  thinks,  has  unjustly 
the  advantage  over  him.  Thus  the  civil  and  mili- 
tary lists  look  upon  each  other  with  much  ill-na- 
ture; the  soldier  repines  at  the  courtier's  power, 
and  the  courtier  rallies  the  soldier's  honour;  or 
to  come  to  lower  instances,  the  private  men  of 
the  horse  and  foot  of  an  army,  the  carmen  and 
coachmen  in  the  city  streets,  mutually  look  upon 
each  other  with  ill-will,  when  they  are  in  com- 
petition for  quarters  or  the  way,  in  their  respec- 
tive motions. 

It  is  very  well,  good  captain,  interrupted  Sir 
Andrew,  you  may  attempt  to  turn  the  discourse 
if  you  think  fit;  but  I  must  however  have  a  word 
or  two  with  Sir  Roger,  who,  I  see,  thinks  he  has 
paid  me  off,  and  been  very  severe  upon  the  mer- 
chant I  shall  not,  continued  he,  at  this  time,  re- 
mind Sir  Roger  of  the  great  and  noble  monu- 
ments of  charity  and  public  spirit,  which  have 
been  erected  by  mercnants  since  the  Reforma- 
tion, but  at  present  content  myself  with  what  he 
allows  us,  parsimony  and  frugality.  If  it  were 
consistent  with  the  quality  of  so  ancient  a  baro- 
net as  Sir  Roger,  to  keep  an  account,  or  measure 
things  by  the  most  infallible  way,  that  of  num- 
bers, he  would  prefer  our  parsimony  to  his  hos- 
pitality. If  to  orink  so  many  hogsheads  is  to  be 
nospitable,  we  do  not  contend  for  the  fame  of 
that  virtue;  but  it  would  be  worth  while  to  con- 
sider, whether  so  many  artificers  at  work  ten 
days  together  by  my  appointment,  or  so  many 
peasants  made  merry  on  Sir  Roger's  charge,  are 
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the  men  more  obliged?  I  believe  the  families  of 
the  artificers  will  thank  me  more  than  the  house- 
hold of  the  peasants  shall  Sir  Roger.  Sir  Roger 
gives  to  his  men,  but  1  place  mine  above  the  ne- 
cessity or  obligation  of  my  bounty.  1  am  in  very 
little  pain  for  the  Roman  proverb  upon  the  Car- 
thaginian traders;  the  Romans  were  their  pro- 
fessed enemies;  I  am  only  sorry  no  Carthaginian 
histories  have  come  to  our  hands;  we  might  h«ve 
been  taught  perhaps  by  them,  some  proverbs 
against  the  Roman  generosity,  in  fighting  for 
and  bestowing  other  people's  goods.  But  since 
Sir  Roger  has  taken  occasion  from  an  old  praverb 
to  be  out  of  humour  with  merchants,  it  should  be 
no  ofience  to  ofier  one  not  quite  so  old  in  their 
defence.  When  a  man  happens  to  break  in  Hol- 
land, they  say  of  him,  that  he  has  not  kept  true 
accounts.  This  phrase,  perhaps,  among  us,  would 
appear  a  soft  or  humorous  way  of  speaking,  but 
with  that  exact  nation  it  bears  the  highest  re- 
proach; for  a  man  to  be  mistaken  in  the  calcula- 
tion of  his  expense,  in  his  ability  to  answer  future 
demands,  or  to  be  impertinently  sanguine  in  put- 
ting his  creditor  to  too  great  adventure,  are  all 
instances  of  as  much  infamy,  as  with  gayer  na- 
tions to  be  failing  in  courage  or  common  honesty. 
Numbers  are  so  much  the  measure  of  every 
thing  that  is  valuable,  that  it  is  not  possible  to 
demonstrate  the  success  of  any  action,  or  the 
prudence  of  any  undertaking  without  them.  I 
say  this  in  answer  to  what  Sir  Roger  is  pleased 
to  siay,  that  little  that  is  truly  noble  can  be  ex- 
pected from  one  who  is  ever  poring  on  his  cash- 
Dook  or  balancing  his  accounts.  When  I  have 
my  returns  from  abroad,  I  can  tell  to  a  shilling, 
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by  the  help  of  numbers,  the  profit  or  loss  by  my 
adventure;  but  I  ought  also  to  be  ^le  to  show 
that  1  had  reason  for  making  it,  either  from  my 
own  experience,  or  that  of  other  people,  or  from 
a  reasonable  presumption  that  my  returns  will  be 
sufficient  to  answer  my  expense  and  hazard ;  and 
this  is  never  to  be  done  without  the  skill  of  num- 
bers. For  instance,  if  1  am  to  trade  to  Turkey, 
1  ought  beforehand  to  know  the  demand  of  our 
manufactures  there,  as  well  as  of  their  silks  in 
England,  and  the  customary  prices  that  are  given 
for  Doth  in  each  country.  1  ought  to  have  a  clear 
knowledge  of  these  matters  beforehand,  that  1 
may  presume  upon  sufficient  returns  to  answer 
the  cnarge  of  the  cargo  1  have  fitted  out,  the 
freight  and  assurance  out  and  home,  the  customs 
to  the  c^ueen,  and  the  interest  of  my  own  money; 
and  besides  all  these  expenses  a  reasonable  profit 
to  myself.  Now  what  is  there  of  scandal  in  this 
skill?  What  has  the  merchant  done  that  he  should 
be  so  little  in  the  good  graces  of  Sir  Roger?  He 
throws  down  no  man^s  inclosures,  and  tramples 
upon  no  man's  corn;  he  takes  nothing  from  the 
industrious  labourer;  he  pays  the  poor  man  for 
his  work;  he  communicates  his  profit  with  man- 
kind; by  the  preparation  of  his  cargo,  and  the 
manufacture  of  his  returns,  he  furnishes  employ- 
ment and  subsistence  to  greater  numbers  than 
the  richest  nobleman;  and  even  the  nobleman  is 
obliged  to  him  for  finding  out  foreign  marketjj 
for  the  produce  of  his  estate,  and  for  making^a 
great  addition  to  his  reqts:  and  yet  it  is  certain 
that  none  of  all  these  things  could  be  done  by 
him  without  the  exercise  of  his  skill  in  numbers. 
This  is  the  economy  of  the  merchant;  and  the 
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conduct  of  the  gentleman  must  be  the  same,  un- 
less by  scorning  to  be  the  steward,  he  resolves 
the  steward  shall  be  the  gentleman.  The  gentle- 
man, no  more  than  the  merchant,  is  able,  without 
the  help  of  numbers,  to  account  for  the  success 
of  any  action,  or  the  prudence  of  any  adventure. 
If,  for  instance,  the  chase  is  his  whole  adventure, 
his  only  returns  must  be  the  stag's  horns  in  the 

great  hall,  and  the  fox's  nose  upon  the  stable 
oor.  Without  doubt  Sir  Roger  knows  the  full 
value  of  these  returns:  and  if  oeforehand  he  had 
computed  the  charges  of  the  chase,  a  gentleman 
of  his  discretion  would  certainly  have  hanged  up 
all  his  dogs;  he  would  never  have  brought  back 
80  many  fine  horses  to  the  kennel,  he  would  ne- 
ver have  gone  so  often,  like  a  blast,  over  fields  of 
corn.  If  such,  too,  had  been  the  conduct  of  all 
his  ancestors,  he  mi^ht  truly  have  boasted  at  this 
day  that  the  antiquity  of  his  family  had  never 
been  sullied  by  a  trade;  a  merchant  had  never 
been  permitted  with  his  whole  estate  to  purchase 
a  room  for  his  picture  in  the  gallery  of  the  Co- 
verleys,  or  to  claim  his  descent  from  the  maid  of 
honour.  But  it  is  very  happy  for  Sir  Roger  that 
the  merchant  paid  so  dear  for  his  ambition^ 

It  is  the  misfortune  of  many  other  gentlemen, 
to  turn  out  of  the  seats  of  their  ancestors,  to  make 
way  for  such  new  masters  as  have  been  more  ex- 
act in  their  accounts  than  themselves;  and  cer- 
tainly he  deserves  the  estate  a  great  deal  better, 
who  has  got  it  by  his  industry,  than  he  who  has 
lost  it  by  nis  negligence. 

STEELE.  T. 
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Proximua  ^  teclis  ignis  defenditur  SEgre,  Ovid. 

To  save  your  house  from  neighb'ring-  fire  is  hard.      Tate. 

I  sHALLthis  day  entertain  my  readers  with  two 
or  three  letters  I  have  received  from  my  corres- 
pondents. The  first  discovers  to  me  a  species  ol 
females  which  have  hitherto  escaped  my  notice, 
and  is  as  follows: 

^  MR.  SPECTATOR, 

^  1  am  a  young  gentleman  of  a  competent  for- 
tune and  a  suflBcient  taste  of  learning  to  spend 
five  or  six  hours  every  day  very  agreeably  among 
my  books.  That  I  might  have  nothing  to  divert 
me  from  my  studies,  and  to  avoid  the  noises  of 
coaches  and  chairmen,  1  have  taken  lodgings  in 
a  very  narrow  street  not  far  from  Whitehall;  but 
it  is  my  misfortune  to  be  so  posted,  that  my  lodg- 
ings are  directly  opposite  to  those  of  a  Jezebel. 
You  are  to  know,  sir,  that  a  Jezebel  (so  called  by 
the  neighbourhood  from  displaying  her  perni- 
cious charms  at  her  window)  appears  constantly 
dressed  at  her  sash,  and  has  a  thousand  little 
tricks  and  fooleries  to  attract  the  eyes  of  all  the 
idle  young  fellows  in  the  neighbourhood.  I  have 
seen  more  than  six  persons  at  once  from  their 
several  windows  observing  the  Jezebel  I  am  now 
complaining  of.  1  at  first  looked  on  her  myself 
with  the  highest  contempt,  could  divert  myself 
with  her  airs  for  half  an  hour,  and  afterwards 
take  up  my  Plutarch  with  great  tranquillity  of 
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mind;  but  was  a  little  vexed  to  find,  that  in  less 
than  a  month  she  had  considerably  stolen  upon 
my  time,  so  that  I  resolved  to  look  at  her  no 
more.  But  the  Jezebel,  who,  as  I  suppose,  might 
think  it  a  diminution  to  her  honour,  to  have  the 
number  of  her  gazers  lessened,  resolved  not  to 
part  with  me  so;  and  began  to  play  so  many  new 
tricks  at  her  window,  that  it  was  impossible  for 
me  to  forbear  observing  her.  I  verily  believe  she 
j)ut  herself  to  the  expense  of  a  new  wax-baby  on 
purpose  to  plague  me;  she  used  to  dandle  and 
play  with  this  figure  as  impertinently  as  if  it  had 
oeen  a  real  child:  sometimes  she  w^ould  let  fall  a 
glove  or  a  pin-cushion  into  the  street,  and  shut 
or  open  her  casement,  three  or  four  times  in  a 
minute.  When  I  had  almost  weaned  myself  from 
this;  she  came  in  her  shift  sleeves,  and  dressed  at 
the  window.  1  had  no  way  left  but  to  let  down 
my  curtains,  which  I  submitted  to,  though  it 
considerably  darkened  my  room,  and  was  pleased 
to  think  that  1  had  at  last  got  the  better  of  her; 
but  was  surprised  the  next  morning  to  hear  her 
talking  out  of  her  window  quite  across  the  street 
with  another  woman  that  lodges  over  me:  I  am 
since  informed  that  she  made  her  a  visit,  and  got 
acquainted  with  her  within  three  hours  after  the 
fall  of  my  window-curtains. 

^  Sir,  1  am  plagued  every  moment  in  the  day^ 
one  way  or  other,  in  mjr  own  chambers;  and  the 
Jezebel  has  the  satisfaction  to  know,  that  though 
I  am  not  looking  at  her,  1  am  listening  to  her  im- 
pertinent dialogues  that  pass  over  my  head.  1 
would  immediately  change  my  lodgings,  but  that 
1  think  it  might  look  like  a  plain  confession  that 
I  am  conquered;  and  besides  this,  I  am  told  that 
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most  quarters  of  the  town  are  infested  with  these 
creatures.  If  they  are  so,  1  am  sure  it  is  such  an 
abuse  as  a  lover  of  learning  and  silence  ought  to 
take  notice  of. 

^  I  am,  Sir,  yours,  &c. ' 

I  am  afraid,  by  some  lines  in  this  letter,  that 
mv  young  student  is  touched  with  a  distemper 
wnich  he  hardly  seems  to  dream  of,  and  is  too 
far  gone  in  it  to  receive  advice.  However,  I 
shalfanimadvert  in  due  time  on  the  abuse  which 
he  mentions,  having  myself  observed  a  nest  of 
Jezebels  near  the  Temple,  who  make  it  their  di- 
version to  draw  up  the  eyes  of  young  Templars, 
that  at  the  same  time  they  may  see  them  stumble 
in  an  unlucky  gutter  which  runs  under 'the  win- 
dow. 

'mr.  spectator, 

*  1  have  lately  read  the  conclusion  of  your  for- 
ty-seventh speculation  upon  butts  with  great 
pleasure,  and  have  ever  since  been  thoroughly 

I)ersuaded  that  one  of  those  gentlemen  is  extreme- 
y  necessary  to  enliven  conversation.  I  had  an 
entertainment  last  week  upon  the  water  for  a 
lady  to  whom  I  make  my  addresses,  with  several 
of  our  friends  of  both  sexes.  To  divert  the  com- 
pany in  general,  and  to  show  my  mistress,  in 
particular,  my  genius  for  raillery,  I  took  one  of 
the  most  celebrated  butts  in  town  along  with  me. 
It  is  with  the  utmost  shame  and  confusion  that  I 
must  acquaint  you  with  the  sequel  of  my  adven- 
ture. As  soon  as  we  were  got  into  the  boat,  I 
played  a  sentence  or  two  at  my  butt,  which  1 
thought  very  smart;  when  my  ill  genius,  who  I 
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verily  believe  inspired  him  purely  for  my  de- 
struction, suggested  to  him  such  a  reply  as  got 
all  the  laughter  on  his  side.  I  was  dashed  at  so 
unexpected  a  turn;  which  the  butt  perceiving,  re* 
solved  not  to  let  me  recover  myself,  and  pursu- 
ing his  victory,  rallied  and  tossed  me  in  a  most 
unmerciful  and  barbarous  manner  till  we  came 
to  Chelsea.  I  had  some  small  success  while  we 
were  eating  cheese-cakes;  but  coming  home,  he 
renewed  his  attacks  with  his  former  good  fortune 
and  equal  diversion  to  the  whole  company.  In 
short,  sir,  I  must  ingenuously  own,  that  1  was 
never  so  handled  in  aU  my  life;  and,  to  complete 
my  misfortune,  I  am  since  told  that  the  butt,  nush- 
ea  with  his  late  victory,  has  made  a  visit  or  two 
to, the  dear  object  of  my  wishes;  so  that  I  am  at 
once  in  danger  of  losing  all  my  pretensions  to 
wit,  and  my  mistress  into  the  bargain.  This,  sir, 
is  a  true  account  of  my  present  troubles,  which 
you  are  the  more  obliged  to  assist  me  in,  as  you 
were  yourself  in  a  great  measure  the  cause  of 
them,  by  recommending  to  us  an  instrument,  and 
not  instructing  us  at  the  same  time  how  to  play 
upon  it. 

^  *  1  have  been  thinking  whether  it  might  not  be 
highly  convenient  that  all  butts  shoulcT  wear  an 
inscription  affixed  to  some  part  of  their  bodies^ 
showing  on  which  side  they  are  to  be  come  at; 
and  that  if  any  of  them  are  persons  of  unequal 
tempers,  there  should  be  some  method  taken  to 
inform  the  world  at  what  time  it  is  safe  to  attack 
them,  and  when  you  had  best  to  let  them  alone 
Bat  submitting  these  matters  to  yo^ir  more  seri- 
ous consideration, 

*  1  am,  Sir,  yours,  fitc' 
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1  have,  indeed,  seen  and  heard  of  several  young 
gentlemen  under  the  same  misfortune  with  my 
present  correspondent.  The  best  rule  I  can  lay 
down  for  them  to  avoid  the  like  calamities  for 
the  future,  is  thoroughly  to  consider  not  only 
whether  their  companions  are  weak,  but  whe- 
ther themselves  are  wits. 

The  following  letter  comes  to  me  from  Exeter, 
and  being  credibly  informed  that  what  it  contains 
is  matter  of  fact,  I  shall  give  it  my  reader  as  it 
was  sent  me. 


*  MR.  SPECTATOR,  Exetev^  Sept  7. 

*  You  were  pleased  in  a  late  speculation,  (No. 
119)  to  take  notice  of  the  inconvenience  we  lie 
under  in  the  country  in  not  being  able  to  keep 
pace  with  the  fashion;  but  there  is  another  mis- 
fortune which  we  are  subject  to,  and  is  no  less 
grievous  than  the  former,  which  has  hitherto  es- 
caped your  observation.  I  mean,  the  having 
thmgs  palmed  upon  us  for  London  fashions, 
which  were  never  once  heard  of  there. 

^  A  lady  of  this  place  had  some  time  since  a 
box  of  the  newest  ribands  sent  down  by  the 
coach:  whether  it  was  her  own  malicious  inven- 
tion, or  the  wantonness  of  a  London  milliner,  I 
am  not  able  to  inform  you:  but  among  the  rest 
there  was  one  cherry-coloured  riband,  consisting 
of  about  half  a  dozen  yards,  made  up  in  the  fig- 
ure of  a  small  head-dress.  The  aforesaid  lady- 
had  the  assurance  to  afiirm,  amidst  a  circle  of 
female  inquisitors,  who  were  present  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  box,  that  this  was  the  newest  fashion 
worn  at  court.  Accordingly  the  next  Sunday 
we  had  several  females  who  came  to  church  with 
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their  heads  dressed  wholly  in  ribands,  and  look- 
ed like  so  many  victims  ready  to  be  sacrificed. 
This  is  Still  a  reigning  mode  among  us.  At  th^ 
same  time  we  have  a  set  of  gentlemen  who  take 
the  liberty  to  appear  in  all  public  places  without 
any  buttons  to  their  coats,  which  they  supply 
with  several  little  silver  hasps,  though  our  fresh- 
est advices  from  London  make  no  mention  of 
any  such  fashion;  and  we  are  something  shy  of 
afiording  matter  to  the  button-makers*  for  a  se* 
cond  petition. 

*  What  1  would  humbly  propose  to  the  public 
is,  that  there  may  be  a  society  erected  in  Lon- 
don to  consist  of  the  most  skilful  persons  of  both 
sexes,  for  the  inspection  of  modes  and  fashions; 
and  that  hereafter  no  person  or  persons  shall  pre- 
sume to  appear  singularly  habited  in  any  part  of 
tne  country,  without  a  testimonial  from  the  afore- 
said society,  that  their  dress  is  answerable  to  the 
mode  at  London.  By  this  means,  sir,  we  shall 
know  a  little  whereabout  we  are. 

'  If  you  could  bring  this  matter  to  bear,  you 
would  very  much  oblige  great  numbers  of  your 
country  friends,  and  among  the  rest 

^  Your  very  humble  servant, 

^  JACK  MODISH.' 
BUDGELL.  X. 

•  In  the  year  1709  the  button-makers  presented  a  peti- 
tion to  parliament,  the  nature  and  contents  of  which  may 
be  learned  from  an  act  passed  in  consequence  of  it;  the 
preamble  of  which  sets  forth,  that  **  Whereas  the  mainte- 
nance and  subsistence  of  many  thousands  of  men,  women 
and  children,  within  this  kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  depends 
upon  making  of  silk,  mohair,  gimp  and  tliread  buttons  and 
/?atton-holcs  with  the  needle,  &c. — And  a  late  and  unfore- 
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No.  176.    FRIDAY,  SEPTEMBER  21. 

Parvuhf  pumiUo,  x^t*^^^  A^'^  ^^^^  merum  sal,   LucB. 
A  little,  pretty,  witty,  oharming  she! 

f ' 

There  are,  in  the  following  letter,  matters 
which  I,  a  bachelor,  can  not  be  supposed  to  be 
acquainted  with;  therefore  shall  not  pretend  to 
explain  upon  it  till  farther  consideration,  but 
leave  the  author  of  the  epistle  to  express  his  con- 
dition in  his  own  way. 

^MR.  SPECTATOR, 

^  I  do  not  deny  but  you  appear,  in  many  of 
your  papers,  to  understand  human  life  pretty 
well;  but  there  are  very  many  things  which  you 
can  not  possibly  have  a  true  notion  of  in  a  single 
life;  these  are  such  as  respect  the  married  state; 
otherwise  I  can  not  account  for  your  having 
overlooked  a  very  good  sort  of  people,  which  are 
commonly  called,  in  scorn,  the  hen-peckt.  You 
are  to  understand  that  1  am  one  of  those  inno- 
cent mortals  who  suffer  derision  under  that  word, 
for  being  governed  by  the  best  of  wives.  It 
would  be  worth  your  consideration  to  enter  into 
the  nature  of  affection  itself,  and  tell  us,  accord- 
ing to  your  philosophy,  why  it  is  that  our  dears 
should  do  what  they  will  with  us;  shall  be  fro- 
ward,  ill-natured,  assuming,  sometimes  whine, 

seen  practice  of  making  and  binding  button-holes  with 
cloth,  serge,  &c.  to  the  utter  ruin  of  numerous  families, 
&c."  See  the  statutes  passed  in  the  8th  year  of  Queen 
Anne,  1709. 
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at  others  rail,  then  swoon  away,  then  come  to 
life,  have  the  use  of  speech  to  the  greatest  fluen- 
cy imaginable,  and  then  sink  away  again,  and  all 
because  they  fear  we  do  not  love  them  enoueh; 
that  is,  the  poor  things  love  us  so  heartily,  that 
they  can  not  think  it  possible  we  should  be  able 
to  love  them  in  so  great  a  degree,  which  makes 
them  take  on  so.  1  say,  sir,  a  true  zpod  natured 
man,  whom  rakes  and  libertines  call  hen-peekt, 
shall  fall  into  all  these  diflferent  moods  with  his 
dear  life,  and  at  the  same  time  see  they  are  whol- 
ly put  on ;  and  yet  not  be  hard-hearted  enough 
to  tell  the  dear  good  creature  that  she  is  an  hy- 
pocrite. 

^  This  sort  of  good  men  is  very  frequent  in  the 
populous  and  wealthy  city  of  London,  and  is  the 
true  hen-peckt  man.  The  kind  creature  can  not 
break  through  his  kindnesses  so  far  as  to  come  to 
an  explanation  with  the  tender  soul,  and  therefore 
goes  on  to  comfort  her  when  nothing  ails  her,  to 
appease  her  when  she  is  not  angry,  and  to  give 
her  his  cash  w^hen  he  knows  she  does  not  want  it, 
rather  than  be  uneasy  for  a  whole  month;  which 
is  computed,  by  hard-hearted  men,  the  space  of 
time  which  a  froward  woman  takes  to  come  to 
herself,  if  you  have  courage  to  stand  out. 

^  There  are  indeed  several  other  species  of  the 
hen-peckt,  and  in  my  opinion  they  are  certainly 
the  best  subjects  the  queen  has;  and  for  that  rea- 
son 1  take  it  to  be  your  duty  to  keep  us  above 
contempt. 

*  1  do  not  know  whether  I  make  myself  under- 
stood in  the  representation  of -a  hen-peckt  life,  but 
1  shall  take  leave  to  give  you  an  account  of  my- 
self and  my  own  spouse.     You  are  to  know  that 
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I  am  reckoned  no  fool,  have  on  several  occasions 
been  tried  whether  I  will  take  ill  usage,  and  the 
event  has  been  to  my  advantage:  and  yet  there  is 
not  such  a  slave  in  Turkey  as  1  am  to  my  dear. 
She  has  a  good  share  of  wit,  and  is  what  you  call 
a  very  pretty  agreeable  woman.  I  perfectly  doat 
on  her,  and  my  affection  to  her  gives  me  all  the 
anxieties  imaginable  but  that  of  jealousy.  My 
being  thus  confident  of  her,  I  take,  as  much  as  1 
can  judge  of  my  heart,  to  be  the  reason,  what- 
ever she  does,  though  it  be  never  so  much 
against  my  inclination,  there  is  still  left  some- 
thing in  her  manner  that  is  amiable.  She  will 
sometimes  look  at  me  with  an  assumed  grandeur, 
and  pretend  to  resent  that  I  have  not  had  respect 
enough  for  her  opinion  in  such  an  instance  ia 
company.  1  can  not  but  smile  at  the  pretty  an- 
cer  she  is  in,  and  then  she  pretends  she  is  used 
like  a  child.  In  a  word,  our  great  debate  is, 
which  has  the  superiority  in  point  of  understand- 
ing. She  is  eternally  forming  an  argument  of  de- 
bate; to  which  I  very  indolently  answer,  "  Thou 
art  mighty  pretty. '^  To  this  sne  answers,  "  All 
the  world  but  you  think  I  have  as  much  sense  as 
yourself."  I  repeat  to  her,  "Indeed,  you  are 
pretty."  Upon  this  there  is  no  patience;  she 
will  throw  down  any  thing  about  her,  stamp,  and 

Full  off  her  head-clothes.  "  Fy,  my  dear,"  says 
;  "  how  can  a  woman  of  your  sense  fall  into  such 
an  iptemperate  rage?'^  This  is  an  argument  which 
never  fails.  "  Indeed,  my  dear,"  says  she, "  you 
make  me  mad  sometimes,  so  you  ao,  with  the 
silly  way  you  have  of  treating  me  like  a  pretty 
idiot"  Well,  what  have  1  got  oy  putting  her  in- 
to good  humour?  Nothing,  but  that  1  must  coa 
Vol.  IV.— 6 
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vince  her  of  my  good  opinion  by  my  practice; 
and  then  I  am  to  give  her  possession  of  my  little 
ready  money,  and,  for  a  day  and  a  half  follow- 
ing, dislike  all  she  dislikes,  and  extol  every  thing 
she  approves.  I  am  so  exquisitely  fond  of  this 
darling,  that  1  seldom  see  any  of  my  friends;  am 
uneasy  in  all  companies  till  I  see  her  again;  and 
when  1  come  home,  she  is  in  the  dumps,  because, 
she  says,  she  is  sure  I  came  so  soon  only  because 
I  think  her  handsome.  I  dare  not  upon  this  oc- 
casion laugh;  but  though  I  am  one  of  tne  warmest 
churchmen  in  the  kingdom,  1  am  forced  to  rail 
at  the  times,  because  she  is  a  violent  whig.  Upon 
this  we  talk  politics  so  long,  that  she  is  convinc- 
ed 1  kiss  her  for  her  wisdom.  It  is  a  common 
practice  with  me  to  ask  her  some  questions  con- 
cerning the  constitution,  which  she  answers  me  in 
general  out  of  Harrington's  Oceana:*  then  I  com- 
mend her  strange  memory;  and  her  arm  is  im- 
mediately locked  in  mine.  While  I  keep  her 
in  this  temper  she  plays  before  me,  sometimes 
dancing  in  the  miast  of  the  room,  sometimes 
striking  an  air  at  her  spinet,  varying  her  posture 
and  her  charms  in  such  a  manner  that  I  am  in  a 
continual  pleasure:  she  will  play  the  fool,  if  I  al- 
low her  to  be  wise;  but  if  she  suspects  I  like  her 
for  trifling,  she  immediately  grows  grave. 

'  These  are  the  toils  in  which  1  am  taken,  and 
1  carry  off  my  servitude  as  well  as  most  men; 
but  my  application  to  you  is  in  behdf  of  the  hen- 


•  **  The  Commonwealth  of  Oceana,"  first  published  in 

1656,  fol. A  famous  political  romance,  wherein  the  au« 

thor  exhibits  a  complete  model  of  republican  gx)vemmenti 
and  opposes  it  to  every  other  form  of  civil  policy. 
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peckt  in  general,  and  I  desire  a  dissertation  from 
you  in  defence  of  us.  You  have,  as  I  am  inform- 
ed, very  good  authorities  in  our  jfavour,  and  hope 
you  will  not  omit  the  mention  of  the  renowned 
Socrates  and  his  philosophic  resignation  to  his 
wife  Xantippe.  Tnis  would  be  a  very  good  office 
to  the  world  in  general ;  for  the  hen-peckt  are 
powerful  in  their  quality  and  numbers,  not  only 
in  cities  but  in  courts:  in  the  latter,  they  are  ever 
the  most  obsequious,  in  the  former  the  most 
wealthy  of  all  men.  When  you  have  considered 
wedlock  thoroughly,  you  ought  to  enter  into  the 
suburbs  of  matrimony,  and  give  us  an  account  of 
the  thraldom  of  kind  keepers  and  irresolute 
lovers;  the  keepers  who  can  not  quit  their  fair 
ones  though  they  see  their  approacning  ruin;  the 
lovers  who  dare  not  marry,  though  they  know 
they  never  shall  be  happy  without  the  mistress 
whom  they  can  not  purchase  on  other  terms. 

'  What  will  be  a  great  embellishment  to  your 
discourse  will  be  that  you  may  find  instances  of 
the  haughty,  the  proud,  the  frolic,  the  stubborn, 
who  are  each  of  tnem  in  secret,  downright  slaves 
to  theif  wives  or  mistresses.  1  must  beg  of  you, 
in  the  last  place,  to  dwell  upon  this,  that  the  wise 
and  valiant  in  all  ages  have  been  hen-peckt;  and 
that  the  sturdy  tempers,  who  are  not  slaves  to 
affection,  owe  that  exemption  to  their  being  en- 
thralled by  -ambition,  avarice,  or  some  meaner 
Eassion.  I  have  ten  thousand  things  more  to  say, 
ut  my  wife  sees  me  writing,  and  will,  accord- 
ing to  custom,  be  consulted,  if  I  do  not  seal  this 
immediately.        Yours, 

^  NATHANIEL  HENROOST.' 
STEELE.  T. 
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'Quis  enim  bonus,  autfaee  dignus 


ArcanA,  quakm  Cereria  vuU  ease  sacerdoSf 

UUa  aliena  sibi  credat  mala?' Jut.  Sat. 

Who  can  all  sense  of  others'  ills  escape. 

Is  but  a  brute,  at  best,  in  human  shape.     Tats. 

In  one  of  my  last  week's  papers,  (No.  169)  I 
treated  of  eood-nature  as  it  is  the  effect  of  con- 
stitution: 1  shall  now  speak  of  it  as  a  moral  vir- 
tue. The  first  may  make  a  man  easy  in  himseli 
and  agreeable  to  others,  but  implies  no  merit  in 
him  uiat  is  possessed  of  it.  A  man  is  no  more 
to  be  praised  on  this  account  than  because  he  has 
a  regular  pulse  or  a  good  digestion.  This  good 
nature  however  in  the  constitution,  which  JMr. 
Dryden  somewhere  calls  a  milkiness  of  blood,  is 
an  admirable  ground-work  for  the  other.  In 
order,  therefore,  to  try  our  good  nature,  whether 
it  arises  from  the  body  or  the  mind,  whether  it 
be  founded  in  the  animal  or  rational  part  of  our 
nature;  in  a  word,  whether  it  be  such  as  is  enti- 
tled to  any  other  reward  besides  that  secret  sat- 
isfaction and  contentment  of  mind  which  is  es- 
sential to  it,  and  the  kind  reception  it  procures 
us  in  the  world — we  must  examine  it  by  the  fol- 
lowing rules: — 

FirS,  whether  it  acts  with  steadiness  and  uni- 
formity in  sickness  and  in  health,  in  prosperity 
and  in  adversity,  if  otherwise,  it  is  to  be  lookeH 
upon  as  nothing  else  but  an  irradiation  of  tbe 
mind  from  some  new  supply  of  spirits,  or  a  more 
kindly  circulation  of  the  blooa.  Sir  Franci« 
Bacon  mentions  a  cunning  solicitor  who  would 
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never  ask  a  favour  of  a  great  man  before  dinner; 
but  took  care  to  prefer  his  petition  at  a  time  when 
the  party  petitioned  had  his  mind  free  from  care, 
and  nis  appetites  in  good  humour.  Such  a  tran- 
sient temporary  good -nature  as  this,  is  not  that 
philanthropy,  that  love  of  mankind,  which  de- 
serves the  title  of  a  moral  virtue. 

The  next  way  of  a  man's  bringing  his  good- 
nature to  the  test  is,  to  consider  whether  it  ope- 
rates according  to  the  rules  of  reason  and  duty: 
for  if,  notwithstanding  its  general  benevolence  to 
mankind,  it  makes  no  distinction  between  its  ob- 
jects, if  it  exerts  itself  promiscuously  towards  the 
deserving  and  undeserving,  if  it  relieves  alike  the 
idle  and  the  indigent,  if  it  gives  itself  up  to  the 
first  petitioner,  and  lights  upon  any  one  rather 
by  accident  than  choice, — it  may  pass  for  an  amia- 
ble instinct,  but  must  not  assume  the  name  of  a 
moral  virtue. 

The  third  trial  of  good-nature  will  be  the  ex- 
amining ourselves,  whether  or  no  we  are  able  to 
exert  it  to  our  own  disadvantage,  and  employ  it 
on  proper  objects,  notwithstanding  any  little  pain, 
want,  or  inconvenience  which  may  arise  to  our- 
selves from  it;  in  a  word,  whether  we  are  willing 
to  risk  any  part  of  our  fortune  or  reputation, 
our  health  or  ease,  for  the  benefit  of  mankind. 
Among  all  these  expressions  of  good-nature,  1 
shall  single  out  that  which  goes  under  the  gene- 
ral name  of  charity,  as  it  consists  in  relieving  the 
indigent;  that  being  a  trial  of  this  kind  which  of- 
fers itself  to  us  almost  at  all  times  and  in  every 
place. 

1  should  propose  it  as  a  rule  to  every  one  who 
is  provided  with  any  competency  of  fortune 
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more  than  sufficient  for  the  necessaries  of  life,  to 
lay  aside  a  certain  proportion  of  his  income  for 
the  use  of  the  poor.  This  I  would  look  upon  as 
an  offering  to  Him  who  has  a  right  to  the  wholes 
for  the  use  of  those  whom,  in  the  passage  here- 
after mentioned,  he  has  described  as  his  own 
representatives  upon  earth.  At  the  same  time 
we  should  manage  our  charity  with  such  pru- 
dence and  caution,  that  we  may  not  hurt  our  own 
friends  or  relations,  whilst  we  are  doing  good  to 
those  who  are  strangers  to  us. 

This  may  possibly  be  explained  better  by  an 
example  than  by  a  rule. 

Eugenius  is  a  man  of  an  universal  good-nature^ 
and  generous  beyond  the  extent  of  nis  fortune; 
but  withal  so  prudent  in  the  economy  of  his  af- 
fairs, that  what  goes  out  in  charity  is  made  up  by 
good  management.  Eugenius  has  what  the  world 
calls  two  hundred  pounds  a-year,  but  never  values 
himself  above  ninescore,  as  not  thinking  he  has  a 
right  to  the  tenth  part,  which  he  always  appro* 
pnates  to  charitable  uses.  To  this  sum  he  fre* 
quently  makes  other  voluntary  additions,  inso^ 
much  that  in  a  good  year,  for  such  he  accounts 
those  in  which  he  has  been  able  to  make  greater 
bounties  than  ordinary,  he  has  ^iven  above  twice 
that  sum  to  the  sickly  and  indigent.  Eugenius 
prescribes  to  himself  many  particular  days  of 
fasting  and  abstinence,  in  order  to  increase  his 
private  bank  of  charity ;  and  sets  aside  what  would 
DC  the  current  expenses  of  those  times  for  the  use 
of  the  poor.  He  often  goes  a  foot  where  his  busi^ 
ness  calls  him,  and  at  the  end  of  his  walk  has 
given  a  shilling,  which  in  his  ordinarv  methods 
of  expense  would  have  gone  for  coach  hire,  to  the 
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first  necessitous  person  that  has  fallen  in  his  way. 
I  have  known  him,  when  he  has  been  going  to  a 
play  or  an  opera,  divert  the  money  wnich  was 
designed  for  that  purpose  upon  an  object  of  cha* 
rity  whom  he  has  met  with  in  the  street;  and  af- 
terwards pass  his  evening  in  a  coffee-house,  or 
at  a  friend's  fire-side,  with  much  gre^iter  satisfac- 
tion to  himself  than  he  could  have  received  from 
the  most  exquisite  entertainments  of  the  theatre. 
By  these  means  he  is  generous  without  impover- 
isning  himself,  and  enjoys  his  estate  by  making 
it  the  property  of  others. 

There  are  few  men  so  cramped  in  their  private 
affairs  who  may  not  be  charitable  after  this  man- 
ner without  any  disadvantage  to  themselves,  or 
prejudice  to  their  families.  It  is  but  sometimes 
sacrificing  a  diversion  or  convenience  to  the  poor, 
and  turning  the  usual  course  of  our  expenses  into 
a  better  channel.  This  is,  1  think,  not  only  the 
most  prudent  and  convenient,  but  the  most  me- 
ritorious piece  of  charity  which  we  can  put  in 
practice.  By  this  method  we  in  some  measure 
share  the  necessities  of  the  poor  at  the  same  time 
that  we  relieve  them,  and  make  ourselves  not 
only  their  patrons  but  their  fellow  sufferers. 

Sir  Thomas  Brown,  in  the  last  part  of  his  Re^ 
ligio  Medicij  in  which  he  describes  his  charity 
in  several  heroic  instances,  and  with  a  noble  heat 
of  sentiment,  mentions  that  verse  in  the  Pro- 
verbs of  Solomon,  <'  He  that  hath  pity  upon  th^ 
poor,  lendeth  unto  the  Lord.''  '  There  is  mor^ 
rhetoric  in  that  one  sentence,'  says  he,  ^  than  m  a 
library  of  sermons:  and  indeed  if  those  sent^n^ef 
were  understood  by  the  reader  with  the  same  em- 
phasis as  they  are  delivered  by  th^  author,  we 
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needed  not  those  volumes  of  instructions,  but 
might  be  honest  by  an  epitome. ' 

This  passage  in  scripture  is  indeed  wonderful-, 
ly  persuasive:  but  I  think  the  same  thought  is 
carried  much  farther  in  the  New  Testament, 
where  our  Saviour  tells  us,  in  the  most  pathetic 
manner,  that  he  shall  hereafter  regard  the  cloth- 
ing of  the  naked,  the  feeding  of  the  hungry,  and 
the  visiting  of  the  imprisoned,  as  offices  done  to 
himself,  and  reward  them  accordingly.  Pur- 
suant to  those  passages  in  holy  scripture,  1  have 
somewhere  met  with  the  epitaph  of  a  charitable 
man,  which  has  very  much  pleased  me.  I  can 
not  recollect  the  words,  but  the  sense  of  it  is  to 
this  purpose — ^What  1  spent  1  lost;  what  1  pos- 
sessed is  left  to  others;  wnat  1  gave  away  remains 
with  me. 

Since  I  am  thus  insensibly  engaged  in  sacred 
writ,  1  can  not  forbear  making  an  extract  of  se- 
veral passages  which  I  have  always  read  with 
great  aelight  in  the  book  of  Job.  It  is  the  ac- 
count which  that  holy  man  gives  of  his  behaviour 
in  the  days  of  his  prosperity,  and,  if  considered 
only  as  a  human  composition,  is  a  finer  picture 
of  a  charitable  and  good-natured  man  than  is  to 
be  met  with  in  any  other  author: 

"  Oh  that  1  were  as  in  months  past,  as  in  the 
days  when  God  preserved  me;  when  his  candle 
shmed  upon  my  head,  and  when  by  his  light  I 
walked  through  darkness:  when  the  Almighty 
was  yet  with  we:  when  my  children  were  about 
mfe:  when  1  washed  my  steps  with  butter,  and 
the  rocks  poured  me  out  rivers  of  oil. 

"  When  the  ear  heard  me,  then  it  blessed  me; 
and  when  the  eye  saw  me,  it  gave  witness  to  mp 
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Because  I  delivered  the  poor  that  cried,  and  the 
fatherless,  and  him  that  had  none  to  help  him. 
The  blessing  of  him  that  was  ready  to  parish 
came  upon  me;  and  I  caused  the  widow's  heart 
to  sing  for  joy.  1  was  eyes  to  the  blind,  and  feet 
was  1  to  the  lame;  1  was  a  father  to  the  poor, 
and  the  cause  which  I  knew  not  I  searchecf  out 
Did  not  I  weep  for  him  that  was  in  trouble? 
Was  not  my  soul  grieved  for  the  poor?  Let  me 
be  weighed  in  an  even  balance,  that  God  may 
know  mine  integrity.  If  1  did  despise  the  cause 
of  my  man-servant  or  of  my  maid-servant  when 
they  contended  with  me;  what  then  shall  1  do 
when  God  riseth  up?  and  when  he  visiteth,  what 
shall  I  answer  himr  Did  not  he  that  made  me  in 
the  womb  make  him?  and  did  not  one  fashion  us 
in  the  womb?  If  I  have  withheld  the  poor  from 
their  desire,  or  have  caused  the  eyes  of  the  wi- 
dow to  fail,  or  have  eaten  my  morsel  myself 
alone,  and  the  fatherless  hath  not  eaten  thereof: 
If  I  have  seen  any  perish  for  want  of  clothing,  or 
any  poor  without  covering:  if  his  loins  have  not 
blessed  me,  and  if  he  were  not  warmed  with  the 
fleece  of  my  sheep:  if  1  have  lifted  up  my  hand 
against  the  fatherless,  when  1  saw  my  help  in  the 
gate;  then  let  mine  arm  fall  from  my  shoujder-p 
blade,  and  mine  arm  be  broken  from  the  bone. 
If  1  have  rejoiced  at  the  destruction  of  him  that 
hated  me,  or  lifted  up  myself  when  evil  found 
him;  (neither  have  1  suffered  my  moulh  to  sin, 
by  wishing  a  curse  to  his  soul.)  The  stranger 
did  not  lodge  in  the  street;  but  1  opened  my  doorp 
to  the  traveller.  If  my  land  cry  against  me,  or 
that  the  furrows  likewise  thereof  complain:  if  I 
have  eaten  the  fruits  thereof  without  money,  oy 

h2 


90  THE  SPECTATOR.  JNo.  178 

have  caused  the  owners  thereof  to  lose  their  life; 
let  thistles  grow  instead  of  wheat,  and  cockle 
instead  of  barley.*' 

ADDISON.  L. 


No.  178.    MONDAY,  SEPTEMBER  24. 

Comis  in  uxorem^—^      Hor.  Ep. 
Civil  to  his  wife.         Popb. 

I  CAN  not  defer  taking  notice  of  this  letter. 

*  MR.  SPECTATOR, 

*  I  am  but  too  good  a  judge  of  your  paper  of 
the  15th  instant,  which  is  a  master-piece;  I  mean 
that  of  jealousy;  but  I  think  it  unworthy  of  you 
to  speak  of  that  torture  in  the  breast  of  a  man, 
and  not  to  mention  also  the  pangs  of  it  in  the 
heart  of  a  woman.  You  have  very  judiciously, 
and  with  the  greatest  penetration  imaginable, 
considered  it,  as  woman  is  the  creature  of  whom 
the  diffidence  is  raised:  but  not  a  word  of  a  man 
who  is  so  unmerciful  as  to  move  jealousy  in  his 
wife,  and  not  care  whether  she  is  so  or  not.  It  is 
possible  you  may  not  believe  there  are  such  ty- 
rants in  the  world;  but,  alas!  1  can  tell  you  of  a 
man  who  is  ever  out  of  humour  in  his  wife's 
company,  and  the  pleasantest  man  in  the  world 
everywhere  else;  the  greatest  sloven  at  home 
when  he  appears  to  none  but  his  family,  and  most 
exactly  well  dressed  in  all  other  places.  Alas, 
sir,  IS  it  of  course,  that  to  deliver  one's  self  whol- 
ly into  a  man^s  power,  without  possibility  of  ap- 
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peal  to  any  other  jurisdiction  but  his  own  reflec- 
tionSy  is  so  little  an  obligation  to  a  gentleman, 
that  he  can  be  offended  and  fall  into  a  rage,  be- 
cause my  heart  swells  tears  into  my  eyes  when 
I  see  him  in  a  cloudy  mood?  I  pretend  to  no  suc- 
cour, and  hope  for  no  relief,  out  from  himself; 
and  yet  he  that  has  sense  and  justice  in  every 
thing  else,  never  reflects  that  to  come  home  only 
to  sleep  off  an  intemperance,  and  spend  all  the 
time  he  is  there  as  if  it  were  a  punishment,  can 
not  but  give  the  anguish  of  a  jealous  mind.  He 
always  leaves  his  home  as  if  he  were  going  to 
court,  and  returns  as  if  he  were  entering  a  jail. 
I  could  add  to  this,  that  from  his  company  and 
his  usual  discourse,  he  does  not  scruple  oeing 
thought  an  abandoned  man  as  to  his  morals. 
Your  own  imagination  will  say  enough  to  you 
concerning  the  condition  of  me  his  wife;  and  I 
wish  5'ou  would  be  so  good  as  to  represent  to 
him,  for  he  is  not  ill-natured,  and  reads  you 
much,  that  the  moment  I  hear  the  door  shut  af- 
ter him,  I  throw  myself  upon  my  bed,  and  drown 
the  child  he  is  fond  of  with  my  tears,  and  often 
frighten  it  with  my  cries;  that  I  curse  my  being; 
that  1  run  to  my  glass  all  over  bathed  in  sorrows, 
and  help  the  utterance  of  my  inward  anguish,  by 
beholding  the  gush  of  my  own  calamities,  as  my 
tears  fall  from  my  eyes.  This  looks  like  an  im- 
agined picture  to  tell  you,  but  indeed  this  is  one 
of  my  pastimes.  Hitherto  I  have  only  told  you 
the  general  temper  of  my  mind,  but  how  shall  I 
give  you  an  account  of  the  distraction  of  it? 
Coula  you  but  conceive  how  cruel  1  am  one 
moment  in  my  resentment,  and  at  the  ensuing 
minute,  when  1  place  him  in  the  condition  my 
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anger  would  bring  him  to,  how  compassionate: 
it  would  give  you  some  notion  how  miserable  I 
am,  and  how  little  1  deserve  it.  When  1  remoOf> 
St  rate  with  the  greatest  gentleness  that  is  po6si*> 
ble  against  unhandsome  appearances,  and  that 
married  persons  are  under  particular  rules;  whea 
he  is  in  the  be^t  humour  to  receive  this,  I  am 
answered  only,  That  1  expose  my  own  reputa^iofi 
and  sense  if  I  appear  jealous.  1  wish,  good  m^ 
you  would  take  this  into  serious  considerationy 
and  admonish  husbands  and  wives  wh^t  terau 
they  ought  to  keep  towards  each  other.  Your 
thoughts  on  this  important  subject  will  have  the 
greatest  reward,  that  which  descends  on  such  as 
reel  the  sorrows  of  the  afflicted.  Give  me  leave 
to  subscribe  myself, 

'  Your  unfortunate  humble  servant, 

^CELINDA.* 

I  had  it  in  my  thoughts,  before  I  received  the 
letter  of  this  lad}^,  to  consider  this  dreadful  pas- 
sion in  the  mind  of  a  woman:  and  the  smart  she 
seems  to  feel  does  not  abate  the  inclination  I  had 
to  recommend  to  husbands  a  more  regular  beha- 
viour, than  to  give  the  most  exquisite  of  torments 
to  those  who  love  them,  nay,  whose  torment 
would  be  abated  if  they  did  not  love  them. 

It  is  wonderful  to  observe  how  little  is  made  of 
this  inexpressible  injury,  and  how  easily  men  get 
into  a  habit  of  being  least  agreeable  where  they 
are  most  obliged  to  be  so.  But  this  subject  de- 
serves a  distinct  speculation;  and  1  shall  observe 
for  a  day  or  two  the  behaviour  of  two  or  three 
happy  pairs  1  am  acquainted  with,  before  I  pro- 
tend to  make  a  system  of  conjugal  morality.     1 


No.   178.  THE  SPECTATOR.  93 

design  in  tlie  first  place  to  go  a  few  miles  out  of 
town,  and  there  1  know  where  to  meet  one  who 
practises  all  the  parts  of  a  fine  gentleman  in  the 
duty  of  an  husband.  When  he  was  a  bachelor 
much  business  made  him  particularly  negligent 
in  his  habit;  but  now  there  is  no  young  lover 
living  so  exact  in  the  care  of  his  person.  One 
who  asked  why  he  was  so  long  washing  his 
mouth,  and  so  delicate  in  the  choice  and  wearing 
of  his  linen,  was  answered,  ^  Because  there  is  a 
woman  of  merit  obliged  to  receive  me  kindly, 
and  I  think  it  incumbent  upon  me  to  make  her  in- 
clination go  along  with  her  duty. 

If  a  man  would  give  himself  leave  to  think,  he 
would  not  be  so  unreasonable  as  to  expect  de- 
bauchery and  innocence  could  live  in  commerce 
together,  or  hope  that  flesh  and  blood  is  capable 
of  so  strict  an  allegiance,  that  a  fine  woman  must 
go  on  to  improve  nerself  till  she  is  as  good  and 
impassive  as  an  angel,  only  to  preserve  a  fidelity 
to  a  brute  and  a  satyr.  The  lady  who  desires 
me  for  her  sake  to  end  one  of  my  papers  with  the 
following  letter,  1  am  persuaded,  tninka  such  a 
perseverance  very  impracticable. 

*  HUSBAND, 

'  Stay  more  at  home.  1  know  where  you  visit- 
ed at  seven  of  the  clock  on  Thursday  evening. 
The  colonel  whom  you  charged  me  to  see  no 
more,  is  in  town. 

*  MARTHA  HOUSEWIFE.' 
STEELE.  T. 


04  THK  «>jcTAroB.  Mo.  Its. 

>ro.  179.    TUESDAY,  SEFl  EMBSR  85. 

CerUurix  seniorum  agitant  expi^rtta  frugia: 
Celsi  prastereiknt  auatera  poemcda  Bhamnes, 
Onme  iuUt  punoknn  qtn  miscmt  utile  duld^ 
Ledoptm  tulectt»iido,  psriterqtte  monendo,,        Hoa. 

Old  ag-e  explodes  all  but  morality; 

Austerity  offends  aspiring*  youth: 

But  he  tiiat  joins  mstruction  with  delig*ht, 

Profit  with  pleiisure,  carries  all  the  votes.       Bqsc 

I  MAY  cast  my  readers  under  two  general  di- 
visions, the  mercurial  and  the  saturnioe*  The 
first  are  the  gay  part  of  my  disciples,  who  re- 
quire speculations  of  wit  and  humour;  the  others 
are  those  of  a  more  solemn  and  sober  turn,  who 
find  no  pleasure  but  in  papers  of  morality  aad 
sound  sense.  The  former  call  every  thing  that 
is  serious  stupid;  the  latter  look  upon  every  thing 
as  impertinent  that  is  ludicrous.  Were  I  always 
grave,  one  half  of  my  readers  would  fell  oS  from, 
me;  were  1  always  merry,  1  should  lose  the  othen 
1  make  jt  therefore  my  endeavour  to  find  out  en- 
tertainments of  both  kinds,  and  by  that  mean^ 
perhaps  consult  the  good  of  both,  more  than  1 
shoula  do,  did  I  always  write  to  the  partixsul^r 
taste  of  either.  As  they  neither  of  them  know 
what  I  proceed  upon,  the  sprightly  reader,  .who 
takes  up  mv  paper  in  order  to  be  diverted,  very 
often  finds  himself  engaged  unawares  in  a  3ejri$tU3, 
and  profitable  course  oiTthinking,  as  on  the  co'n- 
trary,  the  thoughtful  man,  who  perhap3  may 
hope  to  find  something  solid,  and  full  of  deep  re- 
flection, is  very  often  insensibly  betrayed  into  a 
fit  of  mirth,     in  a  word,  the  reader  sits  down  to 
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my  entertainment  without  knowing  his  bill  of 
fare,  and  has  therefore  at  least  the  pleasure  of 
hoping  there  may  be  a  dish  to  his  palate. 

1  must  confess,  were  I  left  to  myself,  1  should 
rather  aim  at  instructing  than  diverting;  but  if 
we  will  be  useful  to  the  world,  we  must  take  it 
as  we  find  it.  Authors  of  professed  severity  dis- 
courage the  looser  part  of  mankind  from  having 
SLXiy  thing  to  do  with  their  writings.  A  man  must 
have  virtue  in  him,  before  he  will  enter  upon  the 
reading  of  a  Seneca  or  an  Epictetus.  The  ver}?' 
title  of  a  moral  treatise  has  something  in  it  aus- 
tere and  shocking  to  the  careless  and  inconside- 
rate. 

For  this  reason  several  unthinking  persons  fall 
in  my  way,  who  would  give  no  attention  to  lec- 
tures delivered  with  a  religious  seriousness  or 
philosophic  gravity.  They  are  ensnared  into 
sentiments  of  wisdom  and  virtue  when  they  do 
not  think  of  it:  and  if  by  that  means  they  arrive 
only  at  such  a  degree  of  consideration  as  may 
dispose  them  to  listen  to  more  studied  and  elabo- 
rate discourses,  I  shall  not  think  my  speculations 
useless.  I  might  likewise  observe  that  the  gloomi- 
ness in  which  sometimes  the  minds  of  the  best 
men  are  involved,  very  often  stands  in  need  of 
such  little  incitements  to  mirth  and  laughter,  as 
are  ajjt  to  disperse  melancholy ;  and  put  our  facul- 
ties m  good  numour.  To  which  some  will  add, 
tha,t  the  British  climate,  more  than  any  other, 
makes  entertainments  of  this  nature  in  a  manner 
necessary. 

If  what  1  have  here  said  does  not  recommend, 
it  will  at  least  excuse  the  variety  of  my  specula- 
tions.    1  would  not  willingly  laugh  but  in  order 
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to  instruct;  or  if  1  sometimes  fail  in  this  point, 
when  my  mirth  ceases  to  be  instructive,  it  shaU 
never  cease  to  be  innocent.  A  scrupulous  con- 
duct in  this  particular  has  perhaps  more  merit  in 
it  than  the  generality  of  readers  imagine.  Did 
they  know  now  many  thoughts  occur  in  a  point 
of  humour,  which  a  discreet  author  in  modesty 
suppresses;  how  many  strokes  of  raillery  present 
themselves,  which  could  not  fail  to  please  the  or- 
dinary taste  of  mankind,  but  are  stifled  in  their 
birth  Dy  reason  of  some  remote  tendency  which 
they  carry  in  them  to  corrupt  the  minds  of  those 
who  read  them;  did  they  know  how  many  glances 
of  ill  nature  are  industriously  avoided  tor  fear 
of  doing  injury  to  the  reputation  of  anotheri 
they  would  be  apt  to  think  kmdly  of  those  writers 
who  endeavour  to  make  themselves  diverting 
without  being  immoral.  One  may  apply  to  these 
authors  that  passage  in  Waller, 

*  Poets  lose  half  the  pnuse  they  would  have  got^ 
Were  it  but  known  what  they  discreetly  blot.* 

As  nothing  is  more  easv  than  to  be  a  wit,  with 
all  the  above  mentioned  liberties,  it  requires 
some  genious  and  invention  to  appear  such  with- 
out them. 

What  I  have  here  said  is  not  only  in  regard  to 
the  public,  but  with  an  eye  to  my  particular  cor- 
respondent, who  has  sent  me  the  foUowing  letter- 
which  I  have  castrated  in  some  places  upon  t^eae 
considerations. 

*8IR, 

*  Having  lately  seen  your  discourse  upon  a 
match  of  grinning,  (No.  173)  I  can  not  forbear 
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giving  you  an  account  of  a  whistling  match, 
which,  with  many  others,  I  was  entertained  with 
about  three  years  since  at  the  Bath.  The  prize 
was  a  guinea,  to  be  conferred  upon  the  aolest 
whistler;  that  is,  on  him  who  could  whistle  clear- 
est, and  go  through  his  tune  without  laughing, 
to  which,  at  the  same  time,  he  was  provoked  by 
the  antic  postures  of  a  Merry- Andrew,  who  was 
to  stand  upon  the  stage  and  play  his  tricks  in  the 
eye  of  the  performer.  There  were  three  competi- 
tors for  the  guinea.  The  first  was  a  ploughman  of 
a  very  promising  aspect;  his  features  were  steady, 
and  his  muscles  composed  in  so  inflexible  a  stu- 
pidity, that  upon  his  first  appearance  every  one 
gave  the  guinea  for  lost.  The  pickled-herring 
however  found  the  way  to  shake  him;  for  upon 
his  whistling  a  country  jig,  this  unlucky  wag 
danced  to  it  with  such  variety  of  distortions  and 
grimaces,  that  the  countryman  could  not  forbear 
smih'ng  upon  him,  and  by  that  means  spoiled  his 
whistle  and  lost  the  prize. 

*  The  next  that  mounted  the  stage  was  an  un- 
der citizen  of  the  Bath,  a  person  remarkable 
among  the  inferior  people  of^  that  place  for  his 
great  wisdom  and  his  broad  band.  He  contract- 
ed his  mouth  with  much  gravity;  and,  that  he 
might  dispose  his  mind  to  he  more  serious  than 
ordinary,  began  the  tune  of  The  Children  in  the 
Wood.  He  went  through  part  of  it  with  good 
success;  when  on  a  sudden  the  wit  at  his  elbow, 
who  had  appeared  wonderfully  grave  and  atten- 
tive for  some  time,  gave  him  a  touch  upon  the 
left  shoulder,  and  stared  him  in  the  face  with  sO' 
bewitching  a  ^rln,  that  the  whistler  relaxed  his 
fibres  into  a  kmd  of  simper,  and  at  length  burst 
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out  into  an  open  laugh.  The  third  who  enter- 
ed the  lists  was  a  footman,  who,  in  defiance  of 
the  Merry-Andrew,  and  all  his  arts,  whistled  a 
Scotch  tune  and  an  Italian  sonata  with  so  settled 
a  countenance,  that  he  bore  away  the  prize,  to  the 
great  admiration  of  some  hundreds  of  persons, 
who,  as  well  as  myself,  were  present  at  this  trial 
of  skill.  Now,  sir,  1  humbly  conceive,  what- 
ever you  have  determined  of  the  grinner,  the 
whistlers  ought  to  be  encouraged,  not  only  as 
their  art  is  practised  without  distortion,  but  as  it 
improves  country  music,  promotes  gravity,  and 
teaches  ordinary  people  to  keep  their  counte- 
nances, if  they  see  any  thing  ridiculous  in  their 
betters;  besides,  that  it  seems  an  entertainment 
very  particularly  adapted  to  the  Bath,  as  it  is 
usual  for  a  rider  to  whistle  to  his  horse  when  he 
would  make  his  water  pass. 

'  J  am,  Sir,  &c.' 

POSTSCRIPT. 

*  After  having  despatched  these  two  important 
points  of  grinnmg  and  whistling,  1  hop>e  you 
will  oblige  the  world  with  some  reflections  upon 
yawning,  as  1  have  seen  it  practised  on  a  twelfth- 
night  among  other  Christmas  gambols,  at  the 
house  of  a  worthj?^  gentleman,  who  always  enter- 
tains his  tenants  at  that  time  of  the  year.  They 
yawn  for  a  Cheshire  cheese,  and  begin  about  mia- 
night,  when  the  whole  company  is  disposed  to  be 
drowsy.  He  that  yawns  widest,  and  at  the  same 
time  so  naturally  as  to  produce  the  most  yawns 
amongst  the  spectators,  carries  home  the  cheese. 
If  you  handle  this  subject  as  you  ought,  I  qaestion 
not  but  your  paper  will  set  half  the  kingdom  a 
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yawning,  though  1  dare  promise  you  it  will  ne- 
ver make  any  body  fall  asleep.' 

ADDISON.  L. 


■<l-0©g^i>- 
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Dellrant  reges,  pledurUur  Achivi,        Hor. 


The  people  suffer  when  the  prince  offends.    Creech. 

The  following  letter  has  so  much  weight  and 
good  sense,  that  I  can  not  forbear  inserting  it, 
though  it  relates  to  a  hardened  sinner,  whom  1 
have  very  little  hopes  of  reforming,  viz.  Louis 
XIV.  of  France. 

^MR.   SPECTATOR, 

*  Amidst  the  variety  of  subjects  of  which  you 
have  treated,  I  could  wish  it  had  fallen  in  vpur 
way  to  expose  the  vanity  of  conquests.  This 
thought  would  naturally  lead  one  to  the  French 
king,  who  has  been  generally  esteemed  the  great- 
est conqueror  of  our  age,  till  her  majesty's  armies 
had  torn  from  him  so  many  of  his  countries,  and 
deprived  him  of  the  fruits  of  all  his  former  vic- 
tories. For  my  own  part,  if  1  were  to  draw  his 
picture,  I  should  be  for  taking  him  no  lower  than 
to  the  peace  of  Reswick,*  just  at  the  end  of  his 
triumphs,  and  before  his  reverse  of  fortune;  and 
even  then  I  should  not  forbear  thinking  his  am- 
bition had  been  vain  and  unprofitable  to  himself 
and  his  people. 

•  A.  D.  1696. 
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*  As  for  himself,  it  is  certain  hd  can  have  gain- 
ed nothing  by  his  conquests,  if  they  have  not  ren- 
dered him  master  of  more  subjects,  more  riches, 
or  greater  power.  What  I  shall  be  able  to  offer 
upon  these  heads,  1  resolve  to  submit  to  your 
consideration. 

*  To  begin  then  with  his  increase  of  subjects. 
From  the  time  he  came  of  age,  and  has  been  a 
manager  for  himself,  all  the  people  he  had  acquir- 
ed were  such  only  as  he  had  reduced  by  his  wars, 
and  were  left  in  his  possession  by  the  peace:  he 
had  conquered  not  above  one-third  part  of  Flan- 
ders, and  consequently  no  more  than  one-third 
part  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  province. 

*  About  one  hundred  years  ago  the  houses  in 
that  country  were  all  numbered,  and  by  a  just 
computation  the  inhabitants  of  all  sorts  could  not 
then  exceed  750,000  souls.  And  if  any  man  will 
consider  the  desolation  by  almost  perpetual  wars, 
the  numerous  armies  that  have  lived  almost  ever 
since  at  discretion  upon  the  people,  and  how 
much  of  their  commerce  has  been  removed  for 
more  security  to  other  places,  he  will  have  little 
reason  to  imagine  that  their  numbers  have  since 
increased;  and  therefore  with  one-third  part  of 
that  province,  that  prince  can  have  gained  no 
more  than  one-third  part  of  the  inhabitants,  or 
250,000  new  subjects,  even  though  it  should  be 
supposed  they  were  all  contented  to  live  still  in 
their  native  country,  and  transfer  their  allegiance 
to  a  new  master. 

*  The  fertility  of  this  province,  its  convenient 
situation  for  trade  and  commerce,  its  capacity  for 
furnishing  employment  and  subsistence  to  great 
numbers,  and  the  vast  armies  that  have  been 
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maintained  here,  make  it  credible  that  the  re- 
maining two  thirds  of  Flanders  are  equal  to  all 
his  other  conquests;  and  consequently  by  all  he 
can  not  have  gained  more  than  750,000  new  sub- 
jects, men,  women,  and  children,  especially  if  a 
deduction  shall  be  made  of  such  as  have  retired 
from  the  conqueror  to  live  under  their  old  mas 
ters. 

*  It  is  time  now  to  set  his  loss  against  his  pro- 
fit; and  to  show  for  the  new  subjects  he  hacl  ac- 
quired, how  many  old  ones  he  had  lost  in  the  ac- 
quisition. I  thinl^  that  in  his  wars  he  has  seldom 
brought  less  into  the  field,  in  all  places,  than 
200,000  fighting  men,  besides  what  have  been 
left  in  garrisons:  and  I  think  the  common  com- 
putation is,  that  of  an  army,  at  the  end  of  a  cam- 
paii!;n,  without  sieges  or  battles,  scarce  four  fifths 
can  be  mustered  of  those  that  came  into  the  field 
at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  His  wars  at  seve- 
ral times,  till  the  last  peace,  have  held  about  20 
years;  and  if  40,000  yearly  lost,  or  a  fifth  part 
of  his  armies,  are  to  be  multiplied  by  20,  he  can 
not  have  lost  less  than  800,000  of  his  old  sub- 
jects, and  all  able-bodied  men;  a  greater  number 
than  the  new  subjects  he  had  acquired. 

'  But  this  loss  IS  not  all.  Providence  seems  to 
have  equally  divided  the  whole  mass  of  mankind 
into  difierent  spxes,  that  every  woman  may  have 
her  husband,  and  that  both  may  equally  con- 
tribute to  the  continuance  of  the  species.  It  fol- 
lows then,  that  for  all  the  men  that  have  been 
lost,  as  many  women  must  have  lived  single,  and 
it  were  but  charity  to  believe  they  have  not  done 
all  the  service  they  were  capable  of  doing  in  their 
generation.     In  so  long  a  course  of  years  great 
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part  of  them  must  have  died,  and  all  the  r^st 
must  go  oflf  at  last  without  leaving  any  represen- 
tatives behind.  By  this  account  he  must  have 
lost  not  only  800,000  subjects,  but  double  that 
number,  ana  all  the  increase  that  was  reasonably 
to  be  expected  from  it. 

<  It  is  said  in  the  last  war  there  was  a  famine 
in  his  kingdom,  which  swept  away  two  millions 
of  his  people.  This  is  haraly  credible.  If  the 
loss  was  only  of  one  fifth  part  of  that  sum,  it  was 
very  great.  But  it  is  no  wonder  there  should  be 
famine,  where  so  much  of  the  people's  substance 
is  taken  away  for  the  king's  use,  that  they  have 
not  sufficient  left  to  provide  against  accidents; 
where  so  many  of  the  men  are  taken  from  the 
plough  to  serve  the  king  in  his  wars,  and  a  sreat 
part  of  the  tillage  is  left  to  the  jpCaker  hands  of 
so  many  women  and  children.  Whatever  was 
the  loss,  it  must  undoubtedly  be  placed  to  the  ac- 
count of  his  ambition. 

*  And  so  must  also  the  destruction  or  banish- 
ment of  3  or  400,000  of  his  reformed  subjects. 
He  could  have  no  other  reasons  for  valuing  those 
lives  so  very  cheap,  but  only  to  recommend  him- 
self to  the  bigotry  of  the  Spanish  nation. 

*  How  should  there  be  industry  in  a  country 
where  all  property  is  precarious?  What  subject 
will  sow  his  land  that  his  prince  may  reap  the 
whole  harvest?  Parsimony  and  frugality  must  be 
strangers  to  such  a  people,  for  will  anv  man  save  * 
to-day  what  he  has  reason  to  fear  will  be  taken 
from  him  to-morrow?  And  where  is  the  encour- 
agement for  marrying?  Will  any  man  think  of 
raising  children  without  any  assurance  of  cloth- 
ing for  their  backs,  or  so  much  as  food  for  their 
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bellies?  And  thus  by  his  fatal  ambition  he  must 
have  lessened  the  number  of  his  subjects,  not  on- 
ly by  slaughter  and  destruction,  but,  by  prevent- 
ing their  very  births,  he  has  done  as  much  as 
was  possible  towards  destroying  posterity  itself. 

*  Is  this  then  the  great,  the  invincible  Louis? 
This  the  immortal  man,  the  tout-puiJisant ;  or 
the  almighty,  as  his  flatterers  have  called  him?  Is 
this  the  man  that  is  so  celebrated  for  his  con- 
quests? For  every  subject  he  has  acquired,  has  he 
not  lost  three  that  were  his  inheritance?  Are  not . 
his  troops  fewer,  and  those  neither  so  well  fed, 
or  clothed,  or  paid,  as  they  were  formerly,  though 
he  has  now  so  much  greater  cause  to  exert  him- 
self? And  what  can  be  the  reason  of  all  this,  but 
that  his  revenue  is  a  great  deal  less;  his  subjects 
are  either  poorer,  or  not  so  many  to  be  plunder- 
ed by  constant  taxes  for  his  use. 

'  It  is  well  for  him  he  had  found  out  a  way  to 
steal  a  kingdom;*  if  he  had  gone  on  conquering 
as  he  did  T)efore,  his  ruin  had  been  long  since 
finished.  This  brings  to  my  mind  a  saymg  of 
King  Pyrrhus,  after  he  had  a  second  time  neat 
the  Romans  in  a  pitched  bnttle,  and  was  compli- 
mented by  his  generals;  "  Yes,"  says  he,  '*  such 
another  victory,  and  I  am  quite  undone."  And 
since  I  have  mentioned  Pyrrhus,  1  will  end  with 
a  very  good,  thou8;h  known,  story  of  this  ambi- 
tious madman.  When  he  had  shown  the  utmost 
"fondness  for  his  expedition  against  the  Romans, 

*  The  kingdom  of  Spain,  seized  by  Louis  XIV.  in  1701, 
for  his  grandson,  as  left  him  by  Ae  will  of  Charles  II. 
which  the  enemies  of  France  looked  upon  as  forged  or 
made  when  Charles  was  non  compos. 
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Cyneas,  his  chief  minister,  asked  him  what  he 
proposed  to  himself  by  this  war?  "Why,"  says 
Pyrrhus,  *'  to  conquer  the  Romans,  and  reduce 
all  Italy  to  my  obedience."  "  What  then?"  says 
Cyneas.  "  To  pass  over  into  Sicily,"  says  Pyr- 
rhus, <'  and  then  all  the  Sicilians  must  be  our 
subjects."  "And  what  does  your  majesty  in- 
tend next?"  "  Why  truly,"  says  the  king,  "  to 
conquer  Carthage,  and  make  myself  master  of  all 
Africa."  "And  what,  sir,'*  says  the  minister, 
"is  to  be  the  end  of  all  your  expeditions?" 
"  Why  then,"  says  the  king,  "  for  the  rest  of 
our  lives  we  will  sit  down  to  good  wine.^*  "  How, 
sir,"  replied  Cyneas,  "  to  better  than  we  have 
now  before  us?  Have  we  not  already  as  much  as 
we  can  drink?" 

*  Riot  and  excess  are  not  the  becoming  charac- 
ters of  princes;  but  if  Pyrrhus  and  Louis  had 
debauched  like  Vitellius,they  had  been  less  hurt- 
ful to  their  people.     Your  humble  servant, 

'  PHILARITHMUS.'* 
STEELE.  T. 

d-G^e-i) 
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His  lacrymis  vitam  damus,  et  miserescimus  uliro.     Virg. 
Mov'd  by  these  tears,  we  pity  and  protect. 

I  AM  more  pleased  with  a  letter  that  is  filled 
with  touches  of  nature  than  of  wit.  The  follow- 
ing one  is  of  this  kind. 

•  This  letter  was  written  by  Mr.  Henry  l^lartin,  an^  tran- 
scribed by  Steele  from  the  Letter-box. 
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^  SIR, 

*  Among  all  the  disl  resses  which  happen  in  fa- 
milies, I  do  not  remember  that  you  have  touched 
upon  the  marriage  of  children  without  the  con- 
sent of  their  parents.  I  am  one  of  these  unfor- 
tunate persons.  I  was  about  fifteen  when  1  took 
the  liberty  to  choose  for  myself;  and  have  ever 
since  languished  under  the  displeasure  of  an  in- 
exorable father,  who,  though  he  sees  me  happy 
in  the  best  of  husbands,  and  blessed  with  very 
fine  children,  can  never  be  prevailed  upon  to 
forgive  me.  He  was  so  kind  to  me  before  this  un- 
happy accident,  that  indeed  it  makes  my  breach 
of  duty  in  some  measure  inexcusable;  and  at  the 
same  time  creates  in  me  such  a  tenderness  to- 
wards him,  that  1  love  him  above  all  things,  and 
would  die  to  be  reconciled  to  him.  1  have  thrown 
myself  at  his  feet,  and  besought  him  with  tears 
to  pardon  me;  but  he  always  pushes  me  away, 
and  spurns  me  from  him:  1  have  written  several 
letters  to  him,  but  he  will  neither  open  nor  re- 
ceive them.  About  two  years  ago  I  sent  my 
little  boy  to  him,  dressed  in  a'  new  apparel;  but 
the  child  returned  to  me  crying,  because  he  said 
his  grandfather  would  not  see  him,  and  had  or- 
dered him  to  be  put  out  of  his  house.  My  mo- 
ther is  won  over  to  my  side,  but  dares  not  men- 
tion me  to  my  father  for  fear  of  provoking  him. 
About  a  month  ago  he  lav  sick  upon  his  bed,  and 
in  great  danger  of  his  life;  I  was  pierced  to  the 
heart  at  the  news,  and  could  not  forbear  eoing 
to  inquire  after  his  health.  My  mother  took  this 
opportunity  of  speaking  in  my  behalf:  she  told 
him  with  abundance  of  tears,  that  1  was  come  to* 
see  him,  that  I  could  not  speak  to  her  for  weep- 
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ing,  and  that  1  should  certainly  break  my  heart 
if  he  refused  at  that  time  to  give  me  his  blessing 
and  be  reconciled  to  me.  He  was  so  far  from 
relenting  towards  me,  that  he  bid  her  speak  no 
more  of  nie,  unless  she  had  a  mind  to  disturb  him 
in  his  last  moments;  for,  sir,  you  must  know  that 
he  has  the  reputation  of  an  honest  and  religious 
man,  which  makes  my  misfortune  so  much  the 
greater.  God  be  thanked,  he  is  since  recovered: 
but  his  severe  usage  has  given  me  such  a  blow, 
that  1  shall  soon  smk  under  it,  unless  1  may  be 
relieved  by  any  impressions  which  the  reading 
of  this  in  your  paper  may  make  upon  him. 

*1  am,  &C.* 

Of  all  hardnesses  of  heart  there  is  none  so  in- 
excusable as  that  of  parents  towards  their  chil- 
dren. An  obstinate,  inflexible,  unforgiving  tem- 
per is  odious  upon  all  occasions;  but  here  it  is 
unnatural.  The  love,  tenderness  and  compassion, 
which  are  apt  to  arise  in  us  towards  those  who 
depended  upon  us,  is  that  by  which  the  whole 
world  of  life  is  upheld.  The  Supreme  Being, 
by  the  transcendant  excellency  and  goodness  of 
his  nature,  extends  his  mercy  towards  all  his 
works;  and  because  his  creatures  have  not  such  a 
spontaneous  benevolence  and  compassion  towards 
tnose  who  are  under  their  care  and  protection, 
he  has  implanted  in  them  an  instinct,  that  sup- 
plies the  place  of  this  inherent  ^odness.  I  have 
Illustratea  this  kind  of  instinct  m  former  papers, 
(Nos.  120,  121,)  and  have  shown  how  it  runs 
through  all  the  species  of  brute  creatures,  as  in 
deed  the  whole  animal  creation  subsists  by  it 

This  instinct  in  man  is  more  general  and  un 
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circumscribed  than  in  brutes,  as  being  enlarged 
by  the  dictates  of  reason  and  duty.  For  if  we 
consider  ourselves  attentively,  we  shall  find  that 
we  are  not  only  inclined  toiDve  those  who  de- 
scend from  us,  but  that  we  bear  a  kind  of  otopytiy 
or  natural  afiection,  to  every  thing  which  relies 
upon  us  for  its  good  and  preservation.  Depend- 
ence is  a  perpetual  call  upon  humanity,  and  a 
greater  incitement  to  tenderness  and  pity  than 
any  other  motive  whatsoever. 

The  man,  therefore,  who,  notwithstanding  any 
passion  or  resentment,  can  overcome  this  power- 
ful instinct,  and  extinguish  natural  affection,  de- 
bases his  mind  even  below  brutality,  frustrates  as 
much  as  in  him  lies  the  great  design  of  Provi- 
dence, and  strikes  out  othis  nature  one  of  the 
most  divine  principles  that  is  planted  in  it. 

Among  innumerable  arguments  which  might 
be  brought  against  such  an  unreasonable  proceed- 
ing, I  shall  only  insist  on  one.  We  make  it  the 
condition  of  our  forgiveness  that  we  forgive 
others.  In  our  very  prayers  we  desire  no  more 
than  to  be  treated  by  this  kind  of  retaliation. 
The  case  therefore  before  us  seems  to  be  what 
they  call  a  case  in  point;  the  relation  between 
the  child  and  the  father  being  what  comes  near- 
est to  that  between  a  creature  and  its  Creator. 
If  the  father  is  inexorable  to  the  child  who  has 
offended,  let  the  offence  be  of  never  so  high  a  na- 
ture, how  will  he  address  himself  to  the  Supreme 
Being,  under  the  tender  appellation  of  a  lather, 
and  oesire  of  him  such  a  forgiveness  as  he  him- 
self refuses  to  grant? 

To  this  I  might  add  many  other  religious,  as 
well  as  many  prudential  considerations;  but  if 
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the  last  mentioned  motive  does  not  prevail,  1  de- 
spair of  succeeding  by  any  other;  and  shall  there- 
fore conclude  my  paper  with  a  verv  remarkable 
story,  which  isreaoraed  in  an  old  chronicle  pub- 
lished by  Freher,  among  the  writers  of  the  Ger- 
man history. 

Eginhart,  who  was  secretary  to  Charles  the 
Great,  became  exceeding  popular  by  his  beha- 
viour in  that  post.  His  great  aoilities  gained  him 
the  favour  of  his  master,  and  the  esteem  of  the 
whole  court.  Imma,  the  daughter  of  the  empie- 
ror,  was  so  pleased  with  his  person  and  conver- 
sation, that  she  fell  in  love  with  him.  As  she 
was  one  of  the  greatest  beauties  of  the  age,  Egin- 
hart answered  her  with  a  more  than  equal  return 
of  passion.  They  stifled  their  flames  for  some 
time,  under  apprehension  of  the  fatal  conse- 
quences that  might  ensue.  Eginhart  at  length 
resolving  to  hazard  all  rather  than  live  deprived 
of  one  whom  his  heart  was  so  much  set  upon, 
conveyed  himself  one  night  into  the  princess's 
apartment,  and  knocking  gently  at  the  door,  was 
admitted  as  a  person  who  had  something  to  com- 
municate to  her  from  the  emperor:  he  was  with 
her  in  private  most  part  of  the  night;  but  upon 
his  preparing  to  go  away  about  break  of  day,  he 
observed  that  there  had  fallen  a  great  snow  dur- 
ing his  stay  with  the  princess.  This  very  much 
perplexed  him,  lest  the  prints  of  his  feet  in  the 
snow  might  make  discoveries  to  the  king,  who 
often  used  to  visit  his  daughter  in  the  morning. 
He  acquainted  the  princess  Imma  with  his  fears; 
who,  after  some  consultations  upon  the  matter, 
prevailed  upon  him  to  let  her  carry  him  through 
the  snow  upon  her  own  shoulders.     It  happened 


No.   181.  THE  SPECTATOR.  109 

that  the  emperor  not  being  able  to  sleep,  was  at 
that  time  up  and  walking  in  his  chamber,  when 
upon  looking  through  the  window  he  perceived 
his  daughter  tottering  under  her  burden,  and  car- 
rying  his  first  minister  across  the  snow;  which 
she  had  no  sooner  done,  but  she  returned  again 
with  the  utmost  speed  to  her  own  apartment. 
The  emperor  was  extremely  troubled  and  aston- 
ished at  this  accident,  but  resolved  to  speak  no- 
thing of  it  till  a  proper  opportunity.  In  tne  mean 
time,  Eginhart  knowing  that  what  he  had  done 
could  not  be  long  a  secret,  determined  to  retire 
from  court;  and  in  order  to  it,  begged  the  empe- 
ror that  he  would  be  pleased  to  dismiss  him, 
pretending  a  kind  of  discontent  at  his  not  hav- 
ing been  rewarded  for  his  long  services.  The 
emperor  would  not  give  him  a  direct  answer  to 
his  petition,  but  told  him  he  would  think  of  it, 
and  appointed  a  certain  day  when  he  would  let 
him  know  his  pleasure.  He  then  called  together 
the  most  faithful  of  his  counsellors,  and  acquaint- 
ing them  with  his  secretary's  crime,  asked  them 
their  advice  in  so  delicate  an  affair.  The  most 
of  them  gave  their  opinion,  that  the  person  could 
not  be  too  severely  punished  who  had  thus  dis- 
honoured his  master.  Upon  the  whole  debate  the 
emperor  declared  it  was  his  opinion,  that  Esin- 
hart's  punishment  would  rattier  increase  tnan 
diminisn  the  shame  of  his  family,  and  that  there- 
fore he  thought  it  ^e  most  advisable  to  wear  out 
the  memory  of  the  fact,  by  marrying  him  to  his 
daughter.  Accordingly  Eginhart  was  called  in, 
and  acquainteci  by  the  emperor,  that  he  should 
no  longer  have  ahy  pretence  of  complaining  his 
fiervices  were  not  rewarded,  for  that  the  princess 
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Imma  should  be  given  him  in  marriage,  with  a 
dower  suitable  to  her  quality;  which  was  soon 
after  performed  accordingly. 

ADDISON.  L. 


■<i-0©e-i)- 
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Flua  ahea  quclm  meUis  habet Jay.  Sat. 

The  bitter  overbalances  the  sweet 

As  all  parts  of  human  life  come  under  my  ob- 
servation, my  reader  must  not  make  uncharita- 
ble inferences  from  my  speaking  knowingly  of 
that  sort  of  crime  which  is  at  present  treated  of. 
He  will,  I  hope,  suppose  1  know  it  only  from  the 
letters  of  correspondents;  two  of  which  you  shall 
have  as  follow: 

*  MB.  SPECTATOR, 

*  It  is  wonderful  to  me,  that  among  the  many 
enormities  which  you  have  treated  o^  you  have 
not  mentioned  that  of  wenching,  and  particularly 
the  ensnaring  part;  I  mean,  that  it  is  a  thing  very 
fit  for  your  pen,  to  expose  the  villany  of  the 
practice  of  deluding  women.  You  are  to  know, 
sir,  that  I  myself  am  a  woman  who  have  been 
one  of  the  unhappy  that  have  fallen  into  this 
misfortune,  and  that  by  the  insinuation  of  a  very 
worthless  fellow,  who  served  others  in  the  same 
manner,  both  before  my  ruin,  and  since  that 
time.  I  had,  as  soon  as  the  rascal  left  me,  so 
•much  indignation  and  resolution,  as  not  to  go 
•uj>on  the  town,  as  the  phrase  is;  but  took  to 
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work  for  my  living  in  an  obscure  place,  out  of 
the  knowledge  of  all  with  whom  1  was  before 
acquainted. 

*  It  is  the  ordinary  practice  and  business  of  life 
with  a  set  of  idle  fellows  about  this  town,  to  write 
letters,  send  messages,  and  form  appointments 
with  little  raw  unthmking  girls,  and  leave  them 
after  possession  of  them,  without  any  mercy,  to 
shame,  infamy,  poverty,  and  disease.  Were 
you  to  read  the  nauseous  impertinences  which 
are  written  on  these  occasions,  and  to  see  the  silly 
creatures  sighing  over  them,  it  could  not  but  be 
matter  of  mirth  as  well  as  pity.  A  little  ^pren- 
tice girl  of  mine  has  been  for  some  time  applied 
to  by  an  Irish  fellow,  who  dresses  very  fine,  and 
struts  in  a  laced  coat,  and  is  the  admiration  of 
seamstresses  who  are  under  age  in  town.  Ever 
since  1  have  had  some  knowledge  of  the  matter, 
I  have  debarred  my  'prentice  from  pen,  ink,  and 
paper.  But  the  otner  day  he  bespoke  some  cra- 
vats of  me:  I  went  out  of  the  shop,  and  left  his 
mistress  to  put  them  up  into  a  bandbox,  in  order 
to  be  sent  to  him  when  his  man  called.  When  1 
came  into  the  shop  again,  1  took  occasion  to  send 
her  away,  and  found  in  the  bottom  of  the  box 
written  these  words,  Why  would  you  ruin  a 
harmless  creature  that  loves  you?  Then  in  the 
lid.  There  is  no  resisting  Sirephon.  1  search- 
ed a  little  farther,  and  found  in  the  rim  of  the 
box,  at  eleven  o^ clock  at  night  come  in  a  hack- 
ney-coach at  the  end  of  our  street.  This  was 
enough  to  alarm  me:  1  sent  away  the  things,  and 
took  my  measures  accordingly.  An  hour  or  two 
before  tne  appointed  time,  1  examined  my  younjg 
lady,  and  found  her  trunk  stuiTed  with  imperii 


113  THE  SPECTATOK.  No.  18)8 

'  nent  letters,  and  an  old  scroll  of  parchment  in 
Latin,  which  her  lover  had  sent  her  as  a  settle- 
ment of  fifty  pounds  a-year:  among  other  things 
there  was  also  the  best  lace  I  had  m  my  shop  to 
make  him  a  present  for  cravats.  1  was  very  glad 
of  this  last  circumstance,  because  I  could  very 
conscientiously  swear  against  him  that  he  had 
enticed  my  servant  away,  and  was  her  accom- 

Elice  in  robbing  me.  I  procured  a  warrant  against 
im  accordingly.  Every  thing  was  now  prepar- 
ed, and  the  tender  hour  of  love  approaching,  I, 
who  had  acted  for  myself  in  my  youth,  the  same 
senseless  part,  knew  now  to  manage  accordingly; 
therefore,  after  having  locked  up  my  maid,  and 
not  being  so  much  unlike  her  in  neight  and  sha]>e 
as  in  a  huddled  way  not  to  pass  for  her,  1  deliv- 
ered the  bundle  designed  to  be  carried  off  to  her 
lover's  man,  who  came  with  the  signal  to  receive 
them.  Thus  1  followed  after  to  the  coach,  where, 
when  1  saw  his  master  take  them  in,  I  cried  out 
thieves!  thieves!  and  the  constable  with  his  at? 
tendants  seized  my  expecting  lover.  I  kept  my- 
self unobserved  till  I  saw  the  crowd  sufficiently 
increased,  and  then  appeared  to  declare  the  goods 
to  be  mine,  and  had  tne  satisfaction  to  see  my 
man  of  mode  put  into  the  Round-house,  with  the 
stolen  wares  by  him,  to  be  produced  in  evidence 
against  him  the  next  morning.  This  matter  is 
notoriously  known  to  be  fact,  and  1  have  been 
contented  to  save  my  'prentice,  and  take  a  year's 
rent  of  this  mortified  lover,  not  to  appear  farther 
in  the  matter.  This  was  some  penance;  but,  airy 
is  this  enough  for  a  villany  of  much  more  perni- 
cious conseauence  than  the  trifles  for  which  he 
was  to  have  neen  indicted?  Should  not  you,  and 


No.  182.  THE  SPECTATOR.  113 

all  men  of  any  parts  or  honour,  put  things  upon 
so  right  a  foot,  as  that  such  a  rascal  should  not 
laugh  at  the  imputation  of  what  he  was  really 
guilty,  and  dreaa  being  accused  of  that  for  which 
he  was  arrested? 

*  In  a  word,  sir,  it  is  in  the  power  of  vou,  and 
such  as  I  hope  you  are,  to  make  it  as  infamous  to 
rob  a  poor  creature  of  her  honour  as  her  clothes. 
1  leave  this  to  your  consideration,  only  take  leave 
(which  I  can  not  do  without  sighing)  to  remark 
to  you,  that  if  this  had  been  the  sense  of  mankind 
thirty  years  ago,  I  should  have  avoided  a  life 
spent  in  poverty  and  shame.     1  am,  sir, 

*  Your  most  humble  servant, 
*  Alice  Threadneedee.' 

JRound'housey  Sept.  9,  1711. 

*  MR.  SPECTATOR, 

<  I  am  a  man  of  pleasure  about  town;  but  by 
the  stupidity  of  a  dull  rogue  of  a  justice  of  peace, 
and  an  insolent  constable,  upon  the  oath  of  an  old 
harridan,  am  imprisoned  here  for  theft,  when  1 
designed  only  fornication.  The  midnight  magis- 
trate, as  he  conveyed  me  along,  had  you  in  his 
mouth,  and  said,  this  would  make  a  pure  story 
for  the  Spectator.  1  hope,  sir,  you  won't  pretend 
to  wit,  and  take  the  part  of  dull  rogues  of  busi- 
ness. The  world  is  so  altered  of  late  years,  that 
there  was  not  a  man  who  would  knock  down  a 
watchman  in  my  behalf,  but  I  was  carried  off 
with  as  much  triumph  as  if  1  had  been  a  pick- 
pocket. At  this  rate,  there  is  an  end  of  all  the 
wit  and  humour  in  the  world.  The  time  was 
when  all  the  honest  whoremasters  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood would  have  rose  against  the  cuckolds 

Vol.  IV.— 8 
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in  my  rescue.  If  fornication  is  to  be  scandalQU^, 
half  the  fine  things  that  have  been  writ  by  most 
of  the  wits  of  the  last  age  may  be  burnt  oy  the 
common  ji9>ngm^n.  Harkee,  Mr.  Spec,  dp  not 
be  qeeer;  after  having  done -some  things  pretty 
well,  don*t  begin  to  write  at  that  rate  that  no 
sentleman  can  read  thee.  Be  true  to  love,  and 
burn  your  Seneca.  You  do  not  expect  me  to 
write  my  name  from  hence,  but  1  am, 

*  Your  unknown  humble,  &c. 

STEELE.  T. 


-(i-9©e-f)- 
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JSfAW  -^iv'Sici  TToKKet  xvytif  trv/uota-tf  o/ucm 

Sometimes  fair  truth  in  fiction  we  disgoiise, 
Sometimes  present  her  naked  to  men's  eyes. 

Fables  were  the  first  pieces  of  wit  that  made 
their  appearance  in  the  world,  and  have  been  still 
highly  valued,  not  only  in  times  of  the  greatest 
simplicity,  but  among  the  most  polite  ages  of 
mankind.  Jotham's  table  of  the  trees*  is  the 
oldest  that  is  extant,  and  as  beautiful  as  any  which 
have  been  made  since  that  time.  Nathan's  fable 
of  the  poor  man  and  his  lambt  is  likewise  more 
ancient  than  any  that  is  extant,  besides  the  above- 
mentioned,  and  had  so  great  an  effect,  as  to  con- 
vey instruction  to  the  ear  of  a  king  without  ot 
fending  it,  and  to   bring  the  man  after  God'« 

•  Judg-es,  Chap,  ix,  8 — 15.  j-  2  Sam.  xii,  1    4. 
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own  heart  to  a  right  sense  of  his  {^ilt  and  his 
duty.  We  find  jEsop  in  the  most  distant  ages  oi 
•Greece:  and  if  we  look  into  the  very  beginnings 
of  the  commonwealth  of  Rome,  we  see  a  mu- 
tiny among  the  common  peMle  appeased  by  a 
fable  of  the  belly  and  the  limos,  which  was  in- 
deed very  proper  to  gain  the  attenfion  of  an  in- 
censed rabble,  atatimewhen  perhaps  they  would 
have  torn  to  pieces  any  man  who  nad  preached 
the  same  doctrine  to  them  in  an  open  and  direct 
manner.  As  fables  took  their  birth  in  the  very 
infancy  of  learning,  they  never  flourished  more 
than  when  learning  was  at  its  greatest  height. 
To  justify  this  assertion,  1  shall  put  my  reader 
in  mind  of  Horace,  the  greatest  wit  and  critic 
in  the  Augustan  age;  and  of  Boileau,  the  most 
correct  poet  among  the  moderns;  not  to  men- 
tion La  Fontaine,  who  by  this  way  of  writing, 
is  come  more  into  vogue  than  any  other  author 
of  our  times. 

The  fables  I  have  here  mentioned  are  raised 
altogether  upon  brutes  and  vegetables,  with  some 
of  our  own  species  mixed  among  them,  when  the 
moral  hath  so  required.  But  oesides  this  kind 
of  fable,  there  is  another  in  which  the  actors  are 
passions,  virtues,  vices,  and  other  imaginary 
persons  of  the  like  nature.  Some  of  the  ancient 
critics  will  have  it,  that  the  Iliad  and  Odyssey  of 
Homer  are  fables  of  this  nature,  and  that  the  se- 
veral names  of  gods  and  heroes  are  nothing  else 
but  the  affections  of  the  mind  in  a  visible  shape 
and  character.  Thus  they  tell  us,  that  Achilles, 
in  the  first  Iliad,  represents  anger,  or  the  irasci- 
ble part  of  human  nature;  that  upon  drawing  his 
sword  against  his  superior  in  a  full  assembly. 
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Pallas  is  only  another  name  for  reason,  which 
checks  and  aavises  him  upon  that  occasion;  and 
at  her  first  appearance  touches  him  upon  the 
head,  that  part  of  the  man  bein^  looked  upon  as 
the  seat  of  reasoflff'  And  thus  of  the  rest  of  the 
poem.  As  for  the  Odyssey,  1  think  it  is  plain 
that  Horace  considered  it  as  one  of  these  allego- 
rical fables,  by  the  moral  which  he  has  given  us 
of  several  parts  of  it  The  greatest  Italian  wits 
have  applied  themselves  to  the  writing  of  this 
latter  kind  of  fables;  as  Spencer^s  Faery-Queen  is 
one  continued  series  of  them,  from  the  beginning 
to  the  end  of  that  admirable  work.  If  we  look 
into  the  finest  wose  authors  of  antiquity,  such  as 
Cicero,  Plato,  Xenophon,  and  many  others,  we 
shall  find  that  this  was  likewise  their  favourite 
kind  of  fable.  I  shall  only  farther  observe  upon 
it,  that  the  first  of  this  sort  that  made  any  consi- 
derable figure  in  the  world  was  that  of  Hercules 
meeting  with  Pleasure  and  Virtue;  which  was 
invented  by  Prodicus,  who  lived  before  Socrates, 
and  in  the  first  dawnings  of  philosophy.  He 
used  to  travel  through  Grreece  by  virtue  of  this 
fable,  which  procured  him  a  kind  reception  in 
all  the  market-towns,  where  he  never  failed  tell- 
ing it  as  soon  as  he  had  gathered  an  audience 
about  him. 

After  this  short  preface,  which  1  have  made  up 
of  such  materials  as  my  memory  does  at  present 
suggest  to  me,  before  I  present  my  reader  with 
a  fible  of  this  kind,  which  I  design  as  the  enter- 
tainment of  the  present  paper,  1  must  in  a  few 
words  open  the  occasion  of  it. 

In  the  account  which  Plato  gives  us  of  the 
tonversation  and  behaviour  of  Socrates  the  morn 
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ing  he  was  to  die,  he  tells  the  following  circum- 
stance. 

When  Socrates  his  fetters  were  knocked  ofi 
(as  was  usual  to  be  done  on  the  day  that  the  con- 
demned person  was  to  be  executed,^  being  seated 
in  the  midst  of  his  disciples,  and  laying  one  of 
his  legs  over  the  other,  in  a  very  unconcerned 
posture,  he  began  to  rub  it  where  it  had  been 
galled  by  the  iron;  and  whether  it  was  to  show 
the  indifference  with  which  he  entertained  the 
thoughts  of  his  approaching  death,  or,  after  his 
usual  manner,  to  take  every  occasion  of  philoso- 
phizing upon  some  useful  subject,  he  ooserved 
the  pleasure  of  that  sensation  which  now  arose  in 
those  very  parts  of  his  leg,  that  just  before  had 
been  so  much  pained  by  the  fetter.  Upon  this 
he  reflected  on  the  nature  of  pleasure  and  pain  in 
general,  and  how  constantly  they  succeed  one 
another.  To  this  he  added,  that  if  a  man  of  a  good 
genius  for  a  fable  were  to  represent  the  nature 
of  pleasure  and  pain  in  that  way  of  writing,  he 
would  probably  join  them  together  after  such  a 
maoner,  that  it  would  be  impossible  for  the  one 
to  come  into  any  place  without  being  followed 
by  the  other. 

It  is  possible,  that  if  Plato  had  thought  it  pro- 
per at  such  a  time  to  describe  Socrates  launching 
out  into  a  discourse  which  was  not  of  a  piece  with 
the  business  of  the  day,  he  would  have  enlarged 
upon  thia  hint,  and  have  drawn  it  out  into  some 
beautiful  allegory  or  fable.  But  since  he  has  not 
done  it,  I  shall  attempt  to  write  one  myself  in 
..he  spirit  of  that  divine  author. 

*  There  are  two  families  which  from  thp.  be- 
ginning of  ^he  world  were  as  opposite  to  earb 
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other  as  light  and  darkness.  The  one  of  them 
livqd  in  heaven,  and  the  other  in  hell.  The 
youngest  descendant  of  the  first  family  was  Plea- 
sure, who  was  the  daughter  of  Happiness,  who 
was  the  child  of  Virtue,  who  was  the  offspring 
of  the  gods.  These,  as  I  said  before,  had  their 
habitation  in  heaven.  The  youngest  of  the  oppo- 
site family  was  Pain,  who  was  the  son  of  Misery, 
who  was  the  child  of  Vice,  who  was  the  offspring 
of  the  Furies.  The  habitation  of  this  race  of 
beings  was  in  hell. 

*  The  middle  station  of  nature  between  these 
two  opposite  extremes  was  the  earth,  which  was 
inhabited  by  creatures  of  a  middle  kind,  neither 
so  virtuous  as  the  one,  nor  so  vicious  as  the 
other,  but  partaking  of  the  good  and  bad  quali- 
ties of  these  two  opposite  families.  Jupiter  con- 
sidering that  the  species,  commonly  called  man, 
was  too  virtuous  to  be  miserable,  and  too  vicious 
to  be  happy;  that  he  might  make  a  distinction 
between  the  good  and  the  bad,  ordered  the  two 
youngest  of  tne  above-mentioned  families,  Plea- 
sure, who  was  the  daughter  of  Happmess,  and 
Pain,  who  was  the  son  of  Misery,  to  meet  one 
another  upon  this  part  of  nature  which  lay  in  the 
half  way  oetween  them,  having  promisedf  to  set- 
tle it  vipon  them  both,  provided  they  could  ajgree 
upon  tne  division  of  it,  so  as  to  share  mankind 
between  them. 

*  Pleasure  and  Pain  were  no  sooner  met  in  their 
new  habitation,  but  they  immediately  agreed 
upon  this  point,  that  Pleasure  should  take  pos- 
session of  the  virtuous,  and  Pain  of  the  viciou8| 
part  of  that  species  which  was  given  up  to  them. 
But  upon  examining  to  which  of  them  any  indi- 
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vidual  they  met  with  belonged,  they  found  each 
of  them  had  a  right  to  him;  for  that,  contrary  to 
what  they  had  seen  in  their  old  places  of  resi- 
dence, there  was  no  person  so  vicious  who  had 
not  some  good  in  him,  nor  any  person  so  virtu- 
ous who  had  not  in  him  some  evil.  The  truth  of 
it  is,  they  generally  found  upon  search,  that  in 
the  most  vicious  man  Pleasure  might  lay  a  claim 
to  an  hundredth  part,  and  that  in  the  most  vir- 
tuous man  pain  might  come  in  for  at  least  two- 
thirds.  This  they  saw  would  occasion  endless 
disputes  between  them,  unless  they  could  come 
to  some  accommodation.  To  this  end  there 
was  a  marriage  proposed  between  them,  and  at 
length  concluded:  oy  this  means  it  is  that  we 
find  Pleasure  and  Pain  are  such  constant  yoke- 
fellows, and  that  they  either  make  their  visits  to- 
gether, or  are  never  far  asunder.  If  Pain  comes 
into  a  heart,  he  is  quickly  followed  by  Pleasure; 
and  if  Pleasure  enters,  you  may  be  sure  Pain  is 
not  far  off. 

*  But  notwithstanding  this  marriage  was  very 
convenient  for  the  two  parties,  it  did  not  seem 
to  answer  the  intention  of  Jupiter  m  sending 
them  among  mankind.  To  remedy  therefore 
this  inconvenience,  it  was  stipulated  between 
them  by  article,  and  confirmed  oy  the  consent  of 
each  family,  that  notwithstanding  they  here  pos- 
sessed the  species  indifferently;  upon  the  death 
of  every  single  person,  if  he  was  found  to  have 
in  him  a  certain  proportion  of  evil,  he  should  be 
despatched  into  the  infernal  regions  by  a  pass- 
port from  Pain,  there  to  dwell  with  Miserv, 
Vice,  and  the  Furies:  or  on  the  contrary,  if  he 
had  in  him  a  certain  proportion  of  good,  he  should 
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be  despatched  into  heaven  by  a  passport  from 
Pleasure,  there  to  dwell  with  Happiness,  Virtue, 
and  the  gods.' 

ADDISON.  L. 
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Opere  in  longofas  est  obrepere  somnum,     Hok. 

—In  long  works  sleep  will  sometimes  surprise. 

ROSCOKKOV. 

When  a  man  has  discovered  a  new  vein  of  hu- 
mour, it  often  carries  him  much  farther  than  he 
expected  from  it  My  correspondents  take  the 
hint  1  cave  them,  and  pursue  it  into  speculations 
which  1  never  thought  of  at  my  first  starting  it. 
This  has  been  the  fate  of  my  paper  on  the  match 
of  grinning,*  which  has  already  produced  a  se- 
cond paper  on  parallel  subjects,!  and  brought  m^ 
the  following  letter  by  the  last  post.  1  shall  not 
premise  any  thing  to  it  farther,  than  that  it  is 
built  on  matter  of  fact,  and  is  as  follows. 

*  SIR, 

'  You  have  already  obliged  the  world  with  a 
discourse  upon  grinning,  and  have  since  proceed- 
ed to  whistling,  from  whence  you  at  length  came 
to  ya waning;  from  this,  I  think,  you  may  make  a 
very  natural  transition  to  sleeping.  I  therefore 
recommend  to  you  for  the  subject  of  a  papei*  thfc 
following  advertisement,  which,  about  two  moiithB 

•  Spect.  No.  173.  f  lb.  No.  179. 
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ago,  was  given  into  every  body's  hands,  and  may 
be  seen,  with  some  additions,  in  The  Daily  Cou- 
rant  of  August  the  ninth. 

"  Nicholas  Hart,  who  slept  last  year  in  St.'  Bar- 
tholomew's hospital,  intenas  to  sleep  this  year  at 
the  Cock  and  Bottle  in  Little  Britain.'^ 

'  Having  since  inquired  into  the  matter  of  fact, 
1  find  that  the  above-mentioned  Nicholas  Hart  is 
every  year  seized  with  a  periodical  fit  of  sleeping, 
which  begins  upon  the  5th  of  August,  and  ends 
on  the  11th  of  the  same  month:  that 

'  On  the  first  of  that  month  he  grew  dull; 

'On  the  second,  appeared  drowsy; 

*  On  the  third,  fell  a  yawning; 

*  On  the  fourth,  began  to  nod; 

*  On  the  fifth,  dropped  asleep; 

'  On  the  sixth,  was  heard  to  snore; 

'  On  the  seventh,  turned  himself  in  his  bed; 

*  Oh  the  eighth,  recovered  his  former  posture; 

*  On  the  ninth,  fell  a  stretching; 

'  On  the  tentli  about  midnight,  awaked; 

*  On  the  eleventh  in  the  morning,  called  for  a 
little  small  beer. 

*  This  account  I  have  extracted  out  of  the  Jour- 
nal of  this  sleeping  worthy,  as  it  has  been  faith- 
fully kept  by  a  gentleman  of  Lincoln's  Inn,  who 
has  undertaken  to  be  his  historiographer.  I  have 
sent  it  to  you,  not  only  as  it  represents  the  actions 
of  Nicholas  Hart,  but  as  it  seems  a  very  natural 
picture  of  the  life  of  many  an  honest  English 
gentleman,  whose  whole  history  very  often  con- 
sists of  yawning,  nodding,  stretching,  turning, 
sleeping,  drinking,  and  the  like  extraordinary 
particulars,  I  do  not  question  sir,  that  if  you 
pleased,  you  could  put  out  an  advertisement,  not 
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unlike  the  above-mentioned,  of  several  men  of 
figure;  that  Mr.  John  such-a-one,  gentleman,  or 
Iriomas  such-a-one,  esquire,  who  slept  in  the 
country  last  summer,  intends  to  sl^ep  in  town 
this  winter.  The  worst  of  it  is,  that  the  drowsy 
part  of  our  species  is  chiefly  made  up  of  very 
nonest  gentlemen,  who  live  quietly  among  their 
neighbours,  without  ever  disturbing  the  public 
peace;  they  are  drones  without  stings.  I*  could 
Heartily  wish,  that  several  turbulent,  restleflss,  am- 
bitious spirits,  would  for  a  while  change  places 
with  these  good  men;  and  enter  themselves  into 
Nicholas  Hart's  fraternity.  Could  one  but  lay 
asleep  a  few  busy  heads  which  I  could  name,  from 
the  first  of  November  next  to  the  first  of  May  en- 
suing,* 1  question  not  but  it  would  very  much 
redound  to  the  quiet  of  particular  persons,  as  well 
as  to  the  benefit  of  the  public. 

/  But  to  return  to  Nicholas  Hart:  I  believe, 
sir,  you  will  think  it  a  very  extraordinary  cir- 
cumstance for  a  man  to  gain  his  livelihood  by 
sleeping,  and  that  rest  should  procure  a  man  sus- 
tenance as  well  as  industry;  yet  so  it  is,  that 
Nicholas  got  last  year  enough  to  support  himself 
for  a  twelvemonth.  I  am  likewise  informed, 
that  he  has  this  year  had  a  very  comfortable  nap. 
The  poets  value  themselves  very  much  for  sleep- 
ing on  Parnassus,  but  I  never  heard  they  got  a 
groat  by  it:  on  the  contrary,  our  friend  Nicholas 
gets  more  by  sleeping  than  he  could  by  working; 
and  may  be  more  properly  said,  than  ever  Homer 
was,  to  have  had  golden  dreams.     Juvenal  in- 

•  Alluding  to  the  time  of  the  year  generally  occupied  in 
tlie  sittings  of  parliament. 
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deed  mentions  a  drowsy  husband  who  raised  an 
estate  by  snoring;  but  then  he  is  represented  to 
have  slept  what  the  common  people  call  a  dog's 
sleep;  or  if  his  sleep  was  real,  his  wife  was  awafee, 
and  about  her  business.  Your  pen,  which  loves 
to  moralize  upon  all  subjects,  may  raise  some- 
thing, methinks,  on  this  circumstance  also,  and 
point  out  to  us  those  sets  of  men  who,  instead  of 
growing  rich  by  an  honest  industry,  recommend 
themselves  to  the  favours  of  the  great,  by  making 
themselves  agreeable  companions  in  the  partici- 
pations of  luxury  and  pleasure. 

*  I  must  further  acquaint  you,  sir,  that  one  of 
the  most  eminent  pens  in  Grub-street  is  now  em- 
ployed in  writing  the  dream  of  this  miraculous 
sleeper,  which  I  hear  will  be  of  a  more  than  or- 
dinary length,  as  it  must  contain  all  the  particu- 
lars that  are  supposed  to  have  passed  in  his  ima- 
gination during  so  long  a  sleep.  He  is  said  to 
have  gone  already  through  three  days  and  three 
nights  of  it,  and  to  have  comprised  in  them  the 
most  remarkable  passages  oi  the  four  first  em- 
pires of  the  world.  If  he  can  keep  free  from 
uarty  strokes,  his  work  may  be  of  use;  but  this 
1  much  doubt,  having  been  informed  by  one  oi 
his  friends  and  confidents,  that  he  has  spoken 
some  things  of  Nimrod  with  too  great  freedom. 

'  1  am  ever,  sir,  &c.' 

ADDISON.  L. 
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No.  185.  TUESDAY,  OCTOBER  2. 

— TardaBTve  animis  codeatihus  iras?    Vibg.  JEit . 
And  dwells  such  fury  in  celestial  breasts? 

There  is  nothing  in  which  men  more  deceiro 
themselves  than  in  what  the  world  calls  zeal. 
There  are  so  many  passions  which  hide  them- 
selves under  it,  and  so  many  mischiefs  arising 
from  it,  that  some  have  gone  so  far  as  to  say  it 
would  have  been  for  the  benefit  of  mankind  if  it 
had  never  been  reckoned  in  the  catalogue  of  vir- 
tues. It  is  certain,  where  it  is  once  laudable  and 
prudential,  it  is  an  hundred  times  criminal  and 
erroneous:  nor  can  it  be  otherwise,  if  we  consi- 
der that  it  operates  with  equal  violence  in  all  reli- 
gions, however  opposite  tney  may  be  to  one  ano- 
ther, and  in  all  the  subdivisions  of  each  religion 
in  particular. 

We  are  told  by  some  of  the  Jewish  rabbins, 
that  the  first  murder  was  occasioned  by  a  religi- 
ous controversy;  and  if  we  had  the  whole  histo- 
ry of  zeal  from  the  days  of  Cain  to  our  own  times, 
we  should  see  it  filled  with  so  many  scenes  of 
slaughter  and  bloodshed,  as  would  make  a  wise 
man  very  careful  how  he  sufiers  himself  to  be 
actuated  by  such  a  principle,  when  it  only  re- 
gards matters  of  opinion  and  speculation. 

1  would  have  every  zealous  man  examine  his 
heart  thoroughly ;  and  I  believe  he  will  often  find, 
that  what  he  calls  a  zeal  for  his  religion,  is  either 
pride,  interest,  or  ill-nature.  A  man  who  differs 
from  another  in  opinion,  sets  himself  above  him 
in  his  own  judgment,  and  in  several  particulars 
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X 

pretends  to  be  the  wiser  person.    Thii  X 

provocation  to  the  proud  man,  and  gi 
teen  edge  to  what  he  calls  his  zeal.  j. 
this  is  the  case  very  often,  we  may  observe  from 
the  behaviour  of  some  of  the  most  zealous  for 
orthodoxy,  who  have  often  great  friendships 
and  intimacies  with  vicious  immoral  men,  pro- 
vided they  do  but  agree  with  them  in  the  same 
scheme  of  belief.  The  reason  is,  because  the 
vicious  believer  gives  the  precedency  to  the  vir- 
tuous man,  and  allows  the  good  christian  to  be 
the  worthier  person,  at  the  same  time  that  he  can 
not  come  up  to  his  perfections.  This  we  find 
exemplified  in  that  trite  passage  which  we  see 
quoted  in  almost  every  system  of  ethics,  though 
upon  another  occasion. 

Video  meliora  prohoque, 


Deteriora  sequor Ovid.  Met. 

I  see  the  right,  and  I  approve  it  too; 

Condemn  the  wrong",  and  yet  the  wrong  pursue.    Tate. 

On  the  contrary,  it  is  certain,  if  our  zeal  were 
true  and  genuine,  we  should  be  much  more  an- 
gry with  a  sinner  than  a  heretic;  since  there  are 
several  cases  which  may  excuse  the  latter  before 
his  great  Judge,  but  none  which  can  excuse  the 
former. 

Interest  is  likewise  a  great  inflamer,  and  sets 
a  man  on  persecution  under  the  colour  of  zeal. 
For  this  reason  we  find  none  are  so  forward  to 
promote  the  true  worship  by  fire  and  sword,  as 
those  who  find  their  present  account  in  it.  But 
I  shall  extend  the  word  interest  to  a  larger  mean- 
ing than  what  is  generally  given  it,  as  it  relates 
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to  our  spiritual  safety  and  welfare,  as  well  as  to 
our  temporal.  A  rnan  is  glad  to  gala  numbers 
on  his  side,  as  they  serve  to  strengthen  him  in 
his  private  opinions.  Every  proselyte  is  like  a 
new  argument  for  the  establishment  of  his  faith. 
It  makes  him  believe  that  his  principles  carry 
conviction  with  them,  and  are  the  more  likely  to 
be  true,  when  he  finds  they  are  conformable  to 
the  reason  of  others  as  well  as  to  his  own.  And 
that  this  temper  of  mind  deludes  a  man  very  of- 
ten into  an  opinion  of  his  zeal,  may  appear  from 
the  common  oehaviour  of  the  atheist,  who  main- 
tains and  spreads  his  opinions  with  as  much  heat 
as  those  who  believe  they  do  it  only  out  of  a  pas- 
sion for  God's  glory. 

Ill-nature  is  another  dreadful  imitator  of  zeal. 
Many  a  good  man  may  have  a  natural  rancour 
and  malice  in  his  heart,  which  has  been  in  some 
measure  quelled  and  subdued  by  religion:  but  if 
it  finds  any  pretence  of  breaking  out,  which  does 
not  seem  to  him  inconsistent  with  the  duties  of 
a  christian,  it  throws  off*  all  restraint,  and  rages 
in  its  full  fury.  Zeal  is  therefore  a  great  ease  to 
a  malicious  man,  by  making  him  believe  he  does 
God  service,  whilst  he  is  gratifying  the  bent  of 
a  perverse  revengeful  temper.  For  this  reason 
we  find  that  most  of  the  massacres  and  devasta* 
tions  which  have  been  in  the  world,  have  taken 
their  rise  from  a  furious  pretended  zeal. 

1  love  to  see  a  man  zealous  in  a  good  matter, 
and  especially  when  his  zeal  shows  itself  for  ad- 
Tancing  morality,  and  promoting  the  happiness 
of  mankind:  but  when  1  find  the  instruments  he 
works  with  are  racks  and  gibbets,  galleys  and 
dungeons;  when  he  imprisons  men's  persons* 
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confiscates  their  estates,  ruins  their  families,  and 
burns  the  body  to  save  the  soul — 1  can  not  stick 
to  pronounce  of  such-a-one,  that  (whatever  he 
may  think  of  his  faith  and  religion)  his  faith  is 
vain,  and  his  religion  unprofitable. 

After  having  treated  of  these  false  zealots  in 
religion,  I  can  not  forbear  mentioning  a  mon- 
strous species  of  men,  who  one  would  not  think 
had  any  existance  in  nature,  were  they  not  to  be 
met  with  in  ordinary  conversation,  I  mean  the 
zealots  in  atheism.  One  would  fancy  that  these 
men,  though  they  fall  short  in  every  other  re- 
spect of  those  who  make  a  profession  of  religion, 
would  at  least  outshine  them  in  this  particular, 
and  be  exempt  from  that  single  fault  which  seems 
to  grow  out  of  the  imprudent  fervours  of  relijgion: 
but  so  it  is,  that  infidelity  is  propagated  with  as 
much  fierceness  and  contention,  wrath  and  indig- 
nation, as  if  the  safety  of  mankind  depended  up- 
on it.  There  is  something  so  ridiculous  and  per- 
verse in  this  kind  of  zealots,  that  one  does  not 
know  how  to  set  them  out  in  their  proper  colours. 
They  are  a  sort  of  gamesters  who  are  eternally 
upon  the  fret,  though  they  play  for  nothing, 
They  are  perpetually  teasing  their  friends  to 
come  over  to  them,  though  at  the  same  time  they 
allow  that  neither  of  them  shall  ^et  any  thing  by 
the  bargain.  In  short,  the  zeal  ot  spreading  athe- 
ism is,  if  possible,  more  absurd  than  atheism  it- 
self. 

Since  1  have  mentioned  this  unaccountable  zeal 
which  appears  in  atheists  and  infidels,  1  must  far- 
ther observe,  that  they  are  likewise  in  a  most 
E articular  manner  possessed  with  the  spirit  of 
igotry.     They  are  wedded  to  opinions  full  of 
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contradiction  and  impossibility,  and  at  the  same 
time  look  upon  the  smallest  difficulty  in  an  ar- 
ticle of  faith  as  a  sufficient  reason  for  rejecting  it 
Notions  that  fall  in  with  the  common  reason  of 
mankind,  that  are  conformable  to  the  sense  of 
all  ages,  and  all  nations,  not  to  mention  their  ten- 
dency for  promoting  the  happiness  of  societies, 
or  of  particular  persons,  are  exploded  as  errors 
and  prejudices,  and  schemes  erected  in  their 
stead  that  are  altogether  monstrous  and  irration- 
al, and  require  the  most  extravagant  credulity  to 
embrace  them.  1  would  fain  ask  one  of  these 
bigoted  infidels,  supposing  all  the  great  points  of 
atheism,  as  the  casual  or  eternal  formation  of  the 
world;  the  materiality  of  a  thinking  substance, 
the  morality  of  the  soul,  the  fortuitous  organiza- 
tion of  the  Dody,  the  motions  and  gravitation  of 
matter,  with  the  like  particulars  were  laid  to- 
gether and  formed  into  a  kind  of  creed,  accord- 
ing to  the  opinions  of  the  most  celebrated  athe- 
ists; I  say,  supposing  such  a  creed  as  this  were 
formed,  and  imposed  upon  any  one  people  in  the 
world,  whether  it  woula  not  require  an  mfinitely 
greater  measure  of  faith  than  any  set  of  articles 
which  they  so  violently  oppose?  Let  me  there- 
fore advise  this  generation  of  wranglers,  for  their 
own  and  for  the  public  good,  to  act  at  least  so 
consistently  with  themselves,  as  not  to  burn 
with  zeal  for  irreligion,  and  with  bigotry  for  non- 
sense. 

ADDISON.  C. 
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Ccelum  ipsum  petimtis  stuUitid,  Hor.  Os. 

•Scarce  the  gods  and  heavenly  climes 


Are  safe  from  om*  audacious  crimes.       Drtden. 

Upon  my  return  to  my  lodgings  last  night,  I 
found  a  letter  from  my  worthy  Triend  the  clergy- 
man, whom  I  have  given  some  account  of  in  my 
former  papers.  He  tells  me  in  it,  that  he  was 
particularly  pleased  with  the  latter  part  of  my 
yesterday's  speculation;  and  at  the  same  time  in- 
closed the  following  essay,  which  he  desires  me 
to  publish  as  the  sequel  of  that  discourse.  It 
consists  partly  of  uncommon  reflections,  and 
partly  of  such  as  have  been  already  used,  but  now 
set  in  a  stronger  light. 

^  A  believer  may  be  excused  by  the  most  har- 
dened atheist  for  endeavouring  to  make  him  a 
convert,  because  he  does  it  with  an  eye  to  both 
their  interests.  The  atheist  is  inexcusable  who 
tries  to  gain  over  a  believer,  because  he  does  not 
propose  the  doing  himself  or  the  believer  any 
good  by  such  a  conversation. 

^  The  prospect  of  a  future  state  is  the  secret 
comfort  and  refreshment  of  my  soul;  it  is  that 
which  makes  nature  look  gay  about  me;  it  doubles 
all  my  pleasures,  and  supports  me  under  all  my 
afflictions.  I  can  look  at  disappointments  and 
misfortunes,  pain  and  sickness,  death  itself,  and, 
what  is  worse  than  death,  the  loss  of  those  who 
are  dearest  to  me,  with  indifference,  so  long  as  I 
fceep  in  view  the  pleasures  of  eternity,  and  the 
state  of  being  in  wnich  there  will  be  no  fears  nor 

Vol.  IV.— 9 
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apprehensions,  pains  nor  sorrows,  sickness  nor 
separation.  Why  will  any  man  be  so  imperti- 
nently officious  as  to  tell  me  all  this  is  only  fancy 
and  delusion?  Is  there  any  merit  in  being  the 
messenger  of  ill  news?  If  it  is  a  dream,  let  me 
enjoy  it,  since  it  makes  me  both  the  happier  and 
better  man. 

'  1  must  confess  I  do  not  know  how  to  trust  a 
man  who  believes  neither  heaven  nor  hell,  or,  in 
other  words,  a  future  state  of  rewards  and  pun- 
ishments. Not  only  natural  self-love,  but  reason, 
directs  us  to  promote  our  own  interest  above  all 
things.  It  can  never  be  for  the  interest  of  a  be- 
liever to  do  me  a  mischief,  because  he  is  sure, 
upon  the  balance  of  accounts,  to  find  himself  a 
loser  by  it;  On  the  contrary,  if  he  considers  his 
own  welfare  in  his  behaviour  towards  me,  it  will 
lead  him  to  do  me  all  the  good  he  can,  and  at  the 
same  time  restrain  him  from  doing  me  any  inju- 
ry. An  unbeliever  does  not  act  like  a  reasonable 
creature,  if  he  favours  me  contrary  to  his  pre- 
sent interest,  or  does  not  distress  me  when  it 
turns  to  his  present  advantage.  Honour  and 
good-nature  may  indeed  tie  up  his  hands:  but  as 
these  would  be  very  much  strengthened  by  rea- 
son and  principle,  so  without  them  they  are  only 
instinct,  or  wavering  unsettled  notions,  which 
rest  on  no  foundation. 

*  Infidelity  has  been  attacked  with  so  good 
success  of  late  years,  that  it  is  driven  out  of  all 
its  outworks.  The  atheist  has  not  found  his  post 
tenable,  and  is  therefore  retired  into  deism  and 
a  disbelief  of  revealed  religion  only.  But  the 
truth  of  it  is,  the  greatest  number  of  this  set  of 
men  are  those  who,  for  want  of  a  virtuous  edu 
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cation,  or  examining  the  grounds  of  religion, 
know  so  very  little. of  the  matter  in  question  that 
their  infidelity  is  but  another  term  for  their  ig- 
norance. 

*  As  folly  and  inconsiderateness  are  the  foun- 
dations of  infidelity,  the  j^reat  pillars  and  sup- 
porters of  it  are  eitner  a  vanity  of  appearing  wiser 
than  the  rest  of  mankind,  or  an  ostentation  of 
courage  in  despising  the  terrors  of  another  world, 
which  have  so  great  an  influence  on  what  they 
call  weaker  minds;  or  an  aversion  to  a  belief 
that  must  cut  them  off  from  many  of  those  plea- 
sures they  propose  to  themselves,  and  fill  them 
with  remorse  lor  many  of  those  they  have  al- 
ready tasted. 

*  The  great  received  articles  of  the  christian 
religion  have  been  so  clearly  proved,  from  the 
authority  of  that  divine  revelation  in  which  they 
are  delivered,  that  it  is  impossible  for  those  who 
have  ears  to  hear,  and  eyes  to  see,  not  to  be  con- 
vinced of  them.  But  were  it  possible  for  any 
thing  in  the  christian  faith  to  be  erroneous,  1  can 
find  no  ill  consequences  in  adhering  to  it.  The 
great  points  of  the  incarnation  and  sufferings  of 
our  Saviour  produce  naturally  such  habits  of 
virtue  in  the  mind  of  man,  that,  I  say  supposing 
it  were  possible  for  us  to  be  mistaken  in  them, 
the  infidel  himself  must  at  least  allow  that  no 
other  system  of  religion  could  so  effectually  con- 
tribute to  the  heightening  of  morality.  They 
give  us  great  ideas  of  the  dignity  of  human  na- 
ture, and  of  the  love  which  tne  Supreme  Being 
bears  to  his  creatures,  and  consequently  engage 
us  in  the  highest  acts  of  duty  towards  our  Crea- 
tor, our  neighbour,  and  ourselves.     How  many 
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noble  arguments  has  Saint  Paul  raised  from  the 
chief  articles  of  our  religion,  for  the  advancing 
of  morality  in  its  three  great  branches?  To  give  a 
single  example  in  each  kind:  What  can  be  a 
stronger  motive  to  a  firm  trust  and  reliance  on 
the  mercies  of  our  Maker,  than  the  giving  us  his 
Son  to  sufier  for  us?  What  can  make  us  love  and 
esteem  even  the  most  inconsiderable  of  mankind, 
more  than  the  thought  that  Christ  died  for  him? 
Or  what  dispose  us  to  set  a  stricter  guard  upon 
the  purity  of  our  own  hearts,  than  our  beins 
members  of  Christ,  and  a  part  of  the  society  cm 
which  that  immaculate  person  is  the  head?  j3ut 
these  are  only  a  specimen  of  those  admirable  en- 
forcements of  morality  which  the  apostle  has 
drawn  from  the  history  of  our  blessed  Saviour. 

<  If  our  modern  infidels  considered  these  mat- 
ters with  that  candour  and  seriousness  which 
they  deserve,  we  should  not  see  them  act  with 
sucn  a  spirit  of  bitterness,  arrogance,  and  malice; 
they  would  not  be  raising  such  msignificant  cavils, 
doubts,  and  scruples,  as  may  be  started  against 
every  thing  that  is  not  capable  of  mathematical 
demonstration;  in  order  to  unsettle  the  minds  of 
the  ignorant,  disturb  the  public  peace,  subvert 
morality,  and  throw  all  thmgs  into  confusion  and 
disorder.  If  none  of  these  reflections  can  have 
any  influence  on  them,  there  is  one  that  perhaps 
may,  because  it  is  adapted  to  their  vanity,  by 
which  they  seem  to  be  guided  much  more  than 
their  reason.  1  would  tnerefore  have  them  con- 
sider, that  the  wisest  and  best  of  men,  in  all  ages 
of  the  world,  have  been  those  who  lived  up  to 
the  religion  of  their  country,  when  they  saw 
nothing  m  it  opposite  to  morality,  and  to  the  bes^ 
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lights  they  had  of  the  Divine  Nature.  Pythago- 
ras's  first  rule  directs  us  to  worship  the  gods  as 
it  is  ordained  by  law^  for  that  is  the  most  natu- 
ral interpretation  of  the  precept  Socrates,  who 
was  the  most  renowned  among  the  heathens 
both  for  wisdom  and  virtue,  in  his  last  moments 
desires  his  friends  to  offer  a  cock  to  Esculapius; 
doubtless  out  of  a  submissive  deference  to  the  es- 
tablished worship  of  his  country.  Xenophon 
tells  us,  that  his  prince  (whom  he  sets  forth  as  a 
pattern  of  perfection,)  when  he  found  his  death 
approaching,  offered  sacrifices  on  the  mountains 
to  the  Persian  Jupiter  and  the  Sun,  "  accord- 
ing to  the  custom  of  the  Persians;"  for  those 
are  the  words  of  the  historian.  Nay,  the  Epi- 
cureans and  atomical  philosophers  showed  a  very 
remarkable  modesty  in  this  particular;  for  though 
the  being  of  a  Groid  was  entirely  repugnant  to 
their  schemes  of  natural  philosophy,  they  con- 
tented themselves  with  the  denial  of  a  Provi- 
dence, asserting  at  the  same  time  the  existence 
of  gods  in  general;  because  they  would  not  shock 
the  common  belief  of  mankind,  and  the  religion 
of  their  country. ' 

ADDISON.  C. 
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No.  187.    THURSDAY,  OCTOBER  4. 

Mtseri  quibus 

Intentaianites Hon. 

Ah,  wretched  those  who  love,  yet  ne'er  did  try 
The  smiling  treachery  of  thy  eye!        Cbeech. 

The  intelligence  given  bjr  this  correspondent 
is  so  important  and  useful,  in  order  to  avoid  the 
persons  he  speaks  of,  that  1  shall  insert  his  letter 
at  length. 

*MR.  SPECTATOR,  / 

M  do  not  know  that  you  have  ever  touched 
upon  a  certain  species  of  women,  whom  we  or- 
dinarily call  jilts.  You  can  not  possibly  go  upon 
a  more  useful  work,  than  the  consideration  of 
these  dangerous  animals.  The  coquette  is  in- 
deed one  degree  towards  the  jilt;  but  the  heart  of 
the  former  is  bent  upon  admiring  herself,  and 
giving  false  hopes  to  her  lovers;  but  the  latter  is 
not  contented  to  be  extremely  amiable,  but  she 
must  add  to  that  advantage  a  certain  delight  in 
being  a  torment  to  others.  Thus  when  heAover 
is  in  the  full  expectation  of  success,  the  jilt  shall 
meet  him  with  a  sudden  indifference,  and  admi- 
ration in  her  face  at  his  being  surprised  that  he 
is  received  like  a  stranger,  and  a  cast  of  her  head 
another  way,  with  a  pleasant  scorn  of  the  fellow's 
insolence.  It  is  very  probable  the  lover  goes 
home  utterly  astonished  and  dejected,  sits  down 
to  his  scrutoire,  sends  her  word,  in  the  most  ab- 
ject terms,  that  he  knows  not  what  he  has  done: 
that  all  which  was  desirable  in  this  life  is  so  sud 


No.    187.  THE  SPECTATOR.  135 

denly  vanished  from  him,  that  the  charmer  of  his 
soul  should  withdraw  the  vital  heat  from  the 
heart  which  pants  for  her.  He  continues  a 
mournful  absence  for  some  time,  pining  in  se- 
cret, and  out  of  humour  with  all  things  which  he 
meets  with.  At  length  he  takes  a  resolution  to 
try  his  fate,  and  explain  with  her  resolutely  upon 
her  unaccountable  carriage.  He  walks  up  to  ner 
apartment  with  a  thousand  inquietudes  ana  doubts 
in  what  manner  he  shall  meet  the  first  cast  of  her 
eye;  when  upon  his  first  appearance  she  flies  to- 
wards him,  wonders  where  he  has  been,  accuses 
him  of  his  absence,  and  treats  him  with  a  fami 
liarity  as  surprising  as  her  former  coldness.  This 
good  correspondence  continues  till  the  lady  ob- 
serves the  lover  grows  happy  in  it,  and  then  she 
interrupts  it  with  some  new  inconsistency  of  be- 
haviour. For  (as  1  just  now  said)  the  happiness 
of  a  jilt  consists  only  in  the  power  of  making 
others  uneasy.  But  such  is  the  folly  of  this  sect 
of  women,  that  they  carry  on  this  pretty  skittish 
behaviour  till  the*^  have  no  charms  left  to  render 
it  supportable.  Uorinna,  that  used  to  torment 
all  who  conversed  with  her  with  false  glances, 
and  little  heedless  unguarded  motions,  that  were 
to  betray  some  inclination  towards  the  man  she 
would  ensnare,  finds  at  present  all  she  attempts 
that  way  unregarded;  and  is  obliged  to  indulge 
the  jilt  in  her  constitution,  by  laying  artificial 

Slots,  writing  perplexing  letters  from  unknown 
ands,  and  making  all  the  young  fellows  in  love 
with  her,  till  they  find  out  who  she  is.  Thus, 
as  before,  she  gave  torment  by  disguising  her  in- 
clination, she  now  is  obliged  to  do  it  by  hidmg 
her  person. 
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*  As  for  my  own  part,  Mr.  Spectator^  it  haft 
been  my  unhappy  fate  to  be  jilted  from  my  youthi 
upward ;  and  as  m}'^  taste  has  been  very  much  to- " 
wards  intrigue,  and  having  intelligence  with  wo- 
men of  wit,  my  whole  life  has  passed  away  in  a, 
series  of  impositions.     I  shall,  fcr  the  benefit  of 
the  present  race  of  young  men,  give  some  ac-s 
count  of  my  loves.     1  know  not  whether  you 
have  ever  heard  of  the  famous  girl  about  town 
called  Kitty:  this  creature  (for  1  must  take  shame 
upon  myself)  was  my  mistress  in  the  days  when 
keeping  was  in  fashion.     Kitty,  under  the  ap- 
pearance  of  being  wild,  thoughtless  and  irregular 
m  all  her  words  and  actions,  concealed  the  most 
accomplished  jilt  of  her  time.     Her  nej^ligence 
had  to  me  a  charm  in  it  like  that  of  chastity,  and 
want  of  desires  seemed  as  great  a  merit  as  the 
conquest  of  them.    The  air  she  gave  herself  was 
that  of  a  romping  girl;  and  whenever  I  talked  to 
her  with  any  turn  of  fondness,  she  would  imme- 
diately snatch  oflF  my  periwig;  try  it  upon  her- 
self in  the  glass,  clap  her  arms  a-kimbpw,  draw 
my  sword,  and  make  passes  on  the  wall,  take  off 
my  cravat,  and  seize  it  to  make  some  other  use 
of  the  lace,  or  run  into  some  other  unai^covintable 
rompishness,  till  the  time  1  had  appointed  to 
pass  away  with  her  was  over.     1  went  from  hei* 
full  of  pleasure  at  the  reflection,  that  I  had  the 
keeping  of  so  much  beauty  in  a  womaq  who,  a9 
she  was  too  heedless  to  please  me,  was  also  too 
inattentive  to  form  a  design  to  wrong  me.  Long 
did  I  divert  every  hour  that  hung  heavy  uppa 
me  in  the  company  of  this  creature,  whpin  I 
looked  upon  as  neither  guilty  nor  innocent,  Vut 
could  laugh  at  myself  for  my  unaccountable  plea^ 
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sure  in  an  expense  upon  her,  till  in  the  end  it 
appeared  my  pretty  insensible  was  with  child  by 
my  footman. 

^  This  accident  roused  me  into  a  disdain  against 
all  libertine  women,  under  what  appearance  so- 
ever they  hid  their  insincerity;  ana  I  resolved 
after  that  time  to  converse  with  none  but  those 
who  lived  within  the  rules  of  decency  and  hon- 
our. To  this  end  1  formed  myself  into  a  more 
regular  turn  of  behaviour,  andi  began  to  make 
visits,  frequent  assemblies,  and  lead  out  ladies 
from  the  theatres,  with  all  the  other  insignificant 
duties  which  the  professed  servants  of  the  fair 
place  themselves  m  constant  readiness  to  per- 
form. In  a  very  little  time,  having  a  plentiful 
fortune,  fathers  and  mothers  began  to  regard  me 
as  a  good  match,  and  I  found  easy  admittance 
into  the  best  families  in  town  to  observe  their 
daughters;  but  I,  who  was  born  to  follow  the 
fair  to  no  purpose,  have,  by  the  force  of  my  ill 
stars,  made  my  application  to  three  jilts  succes- 
sively. 

*  Hyaena  is  one  of  those  who  form  themselves 
into  a  melancholy  and  indolent  air,  and  endea- 
vour to  gain  admirers  from  their  inattention  to 
all  around  them.  Hyaena  can  loll  in  her  coach, 
with  something  so  fixed  in  her  countenance,  that 
it  is  impossible  to  conceive  her  meditation  is 
employed  only  on  her  dress  and  her  charms  in 
that  posture.  If  it  were  not  too  coarse  a  simile, 
1  should  say.  Hyaena,  in  the  figure  she  afiect?  to 
appear  in,  is  a  spider  in  the  midst  of  a  cobweb, 
that  is  sure  to  destroy  every  fly  that  approaches 
it.  The  net  Hyaena  throws  is  so  fine,  that  you 
are  taken  in  it  before  you  can  observ^e  any  part 


138  THE  SPECTATOR.  ^0.  l§i.7; 

of  her  work.  I  attempted  her  for  a  long  and 
weary  season,  but  I  found  her  passion  went  na 
farther  than  to  be  admired;  and  she  is  of  that 
unreasonable  temper,  as  not  to  value  the  incon- 
stancy of  her  lovers,  provided  she  can  boast  she 
once*nad  their  addresses. 

<  Biblis  was  the  second  I  aimed  at,  and  her 
vanity  lay  in  purchasing  the  adorers  of  others, 
and  not  in  rejoicing  in  their  love  itself.  Biblis 
is  no  man's  mistress,  but  every  woman's  rival. 
As  soon  as  I  found  this,  I  fell  in  love  with  Chloe 
who  is  my  present  pleasure  and  torment  I  have 
writ  to  her,  danced  with  her,  and  fought  for 
her,  and  have  been  her  man  in  the  sight  and  ex- 
pectation of  the  whole  town  these  three  years; 
and  thought  myself  near  the  end  of  my  wishes, 
when  the  other  day  she  called  me  into  her  closet, 
and  told  me,  with  a  very  grave  face,  that  she  was 
a  woman  of  honour,  and  scorned  to  deceive  a  man 
who  loved  her  with  so  much  sincerity  as  she  saw 
1  did,  and  therefore  she  must  inform  n>e  that 
she  was  by  nature  the  most  inconstant  creature 
breathing,  and  begged  of  me  not  to  marry  her; 
if  1  insisted  upon  it,  I  should;  but  that  she  was 
lately  fallen  in  love  with  another.  What  to  do 
or  say  1  know  not,  but  desire  you  to  inform  me, 
and  you  will  infinitely  oblige,  sir, 

^  Your  most  humble  servant, 

*  CHARLES  YELLOW.' 
AD  VE  RTISE  ME  NT. 

*  Mr.  Sly,  haberdasher  of  hats,  at  the  corner 
of  Devereaux-court  in  the  Strand,  gives  notice, 
that  he  has  prepared  very  neat  hats,  rubbers  and 
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brushes,  for  the  use  of  young  tradesmen  in  the 
last  year  of  their  apprenticeship,  at  reasonable 
rates.  ^* 

STEELE.  T. 


■O  OQO  €>- 


No.  188.    FRIDAY,  OCTOBER  5. 

Laetus  sum  iaudart  ^  te  laudato  viro*    Tdll. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  be  praised  by  you  whom  all  men 
praise. 

He  is  a  very  unhappy  man  who  sets  his  heart 
upon  being  admired  by  the  multitude,  or  affects 
a  general  and  undistinguishing  applause  among 
men.  What  pious  men  call  the  testimony  of  a 
good  conscience,  should  be  the  measure  of  our 
ambition  in  this  kind,  that  is  to  say,  a  man  of 
spirit  should  contemn  the  praise  of  the  ignorant, 
and  like  being  applauded  for  nothing  but  what 
he  knows  in  his  own  heart  he  deserves.  Besides 
which,  the  character  of  the  person  who  com- 
mends you  is  to  be  considered  before  you  set  a 
value  upon  his  esteem.  The  praise  of  an  igno- 
rant man  is  only  good  will,  and  you  shoula  re- 
ceive his  kindness  as  he  is  a  good  neighbour  in 
society,  and  not  as  a  good  judge  of  your  actions 
in  point  of  fame  and  reputation.  The  satirists 
said  very  well  of  popular  praise  and  acclamations, 
*  Give  the  tinkers  and  cobblers  their  presents 
again,  and  learn  to  live  of  yourself. 't    It  is  an 


* 


This  Mr.  Sly  (who  is  also  mentioned  in  other  parts  of 
the  Spectator)  died  April  14,  1729. 
tPersius,  Sat  iv. 
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ar^ment  of  a  loose  and  ungoverned  mind  to  be 
affected  with  the  promiscuous  approbation  of  the 
generality  of  mankind ;  and  a  man  of  virtue  should 
be  too  delicate  for  so  coarse  an  appetite  of  fame. 
Men  of  honour  should  endeavour  only  to  please 
the  worthy,  and  the  man  of  merit  should  desire 
to  be  tried  only  by  his  peers.  I  thought  it  a  noble 
sentiment  which  1  heard  yesterday  uttered  in  con- 
versation; <  I  know  (said  a  gentleman)  a  way  to 
be  greater  than  any  man:  if  he  has  worth  in  him, 
I  can  rejoice  in  his  superiority  to  me,  and  that 
satisfaction  is  a  greater  act  of  the  soul  in  me, 
than  any  in  him  which  can  possibly  app>ear  to 
me.'  This  thought  could  proceed  but  from  a 
candid  an^  generous  spirit;  and  the  approbation 
of  such  minds  is  what  may  be  esteemed  true 
praivse:  for  with  the  common  rate  of  men  there  is 
nothing  commendable  but  what  they  themselves 
may  hope  to  be  partakers  of,  and  arrive  at:  but 
the  motive  truly  glorious  is,  when  the  mind  is 
set  rather  to  do  things  laudable  than  to  purchase 
reputation.  Where  there  is  that  sincerity  as  the 
foundation  of  a  good  name,  the  kind  opinion  of 
virtuous  men  will  be  an  unsought,  but  a  necessary 
consequence.  The  Jjaceclaemonians,  though  a 
plain  people,  and  no  pretenders  to  politeness, 
had  a  certain  delicacy  in  their  sense  of  glory, 
and  sacrificed  to  the  muses  when  they  entered 
upon  any  great  enterprise.  They  would  have 
the  commemoration  of  their  actions  be  trans- 
mitted by  the  purest  and  most  untainted  me- 
morialists. The  din  which  attends  victories  and 
public  triumphs  is  by  far  less  eligible,  than  the 
recital  of  the  actions  of  great  men  by  honest 
and  wise  historians.     It  is  a  frivolous  pleasure 
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to  be  the  admiFation  of  gaping  crowds;  but  to  have 
the  approbation  of  a  good  man  in  the  cool  reflec- 
tions of  his  closet,  is  a  gratification  worthy  an  he- 
roic spirit — The  applause  of  the  crowd  makes 
the  head  giddy,  but  the  attestation  of  a  reasona- 
ble man  makes  the  heart  glad. 

What  makes  the  love  of  popular  or  general 
praise  still  more  ridiculous  is,  that  it  is  usually 
given  for  circumstances  which  are  foreign  to  the 
persons  admired.  Thus  they  are  the  ordinary 
attendants  on  power  and  riches,  which  may  be 
taken  out  of  one  man's  hands  and  put  into  ano- 
ther's. The  application  only,  and  not  the  pos- 
session, makes  those  outward  things  honouraole. 
The  vulgar  and  men  of  sense  agree  in  admiring 
men  for  naving  what  they  themselves  would  ra- 
ther be  possessed  of;  the  wise  man  applauds  him 
whom  he  thinks  most  virtuous,  the  rest  of  the 
world  him  who  is  most  wealthy. 

When  a  man  is  in  this  way  of  thinking,  1  do 
not  know  what  can  occur  to  one  more  monstrous, 
than  to  see  persons  of  ingenuity  address  their 
services  and  performances  to  men  no  way  addict- 
ed to  liberal  arts:  in  these  cases  the  praise  on  one 
hand,  and  the  patronage  on  the  other,  are  equally 
the  objects  of  ridicule.  Dedications  to  ignorant 
men  are  as  absurd  as  any  of  the  speeches  of  Bull- 
finch in  the  Droll:  such  an  address  one  is  apt  to 
translate  into  other  words;  and  when  the  difier- 
ent  parties  are  thoroughly  considered,%the  pane- 
gyric generally  implies  no  more  than  if  the  au- 
thor should  say  to  the  patron,  *  my  very  good 
lord,  yo\i  and  1  can  never  understand  one  aaother* 
therefore  1  humbly  desire  we  may  be  intimate 
friends  for  the  fixture.' 
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The  rich  man  may  as  well  ask  to  borrow  of  the 
poor,  as  the  man  of  virtue  or  merit  hope  for  ad- 
dition to  his  character  from  any  but  such  as  him- 
self He  that  commends  another,  engages  so 
much  of  his  own  reputation  as  he  gives  to  that 

f)erson  commended;  and  he  that  nas  nothing 
audable  in  himself  is  not  of  ability  to  be  sqch  a 
surety.  The  wise  Phocion  was  so  sensible  how 
dangerous  it  was  to  be  touched  with  what  the 
multitude  approved,  that  upon  a  general  accla- 
mation madt:  when  he  was  making  an  oration,  he 
turned  to  an  intelligent  friend  who  stood  near 
him,  and  asked,  in  a  surprised  manner,  *  What 
slip  have  I  made?* 

I  shall  conclude  this  paper  with  a  billet  which 
has  fallen  into  my  hanas,  and  was  written  to  a 
lady  from  a  gentleman  whom  she  had  highly 
commended.  The  author  of  it  had  formerly  Been 
her  lover.  When  all  possibility  of  commerce 
between  them  on  the  subject  of  love  was  cut  off, 
she  spoke  so  handsomely  of  him  as  to  gfve  oc- 
casion to  this  letter. 

'madam, 

*  I  should  be  msensible  to  a  stupidity,  if  1  could 
forbear  making  you  my  acknowledgments  for 
your  late  mention  of  me  with  so  much  applause. 
It  is,  I  think,  your  fate  to  give  me  new  senti- 
ments, as  you  formerly  inspired  me  with  the  true 
sense  of  love,  so  do  you  now  with  the  true  sense 
of  glory.  As  desire  had  the  least  part  in  the  pas- 
sion I  heretofore  professed  towards  you,  so  has 
vanity  no  share  in  the  glory  to  which  you  have 
now  raised  me.  Innocence,  knowledge,  beauty, 
virtue^  sincerity,  and  discretion,  are  the  constant 
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ornaments  of  her  who  has  said  this  of  me.  Fame 
is  a  babbler,  but  I  have  arrived  at  the  highest  glo- 
ry in  this  world,  the  commeqdation  otthe  most 
deserving  person  in  it. ' 

STEELE.  T. 
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Patrix  pidaiis  imago.        Vine.  JEir. 

An  image  of  paternal  tenderness. 

The  following  letter  being  written  to  my  book- 
seller, upon  a  subject  of  which  I  treated  some 
time  since,  I  shall  publish  it  in  this  paper,  toge- 
ther with  a  letter  tnat  was  inclosed  in  it. 

*  MR.  BUCKLEY, 

<  Mr.  Spectator  having  of  late  descanted  upon 
the  cruelty  of  parents  to  their  children,  (No  181) 
I  have  been  induced  (at  the  request  of  several  of 
Mr.  Spectator's  admirers)  to  inclose  this  letter, 
which  I  assure  you  is  the  original  from  a  father 
to  his  own  son,  notwithstanding  the  latter  gave  but 
little  or  no  provocation.  It  would  be  wonderful- 
ly obliging  to  the  world,  if  Mr.  Sj>ectator  would 
give  his  opinion  of  it  in  some  of  his  speculations, 
and  particularly  to  (Mr.  Buckley) 

.  *  Your  humble  servant. ' 

'  SIRRAH, 

^You  are  a  saucy  audacious  rascal,  and  both 
fool  and  mad,  and  I  care  not  a  farthing  whether 


144  THE  SPECTATOR.  No.  16>» 

you  comply  or  no;  that  does  not  rase  out  my  im- 
pressions of  youir  insolence,  going  about  railing 
at  me,  and  the  next  day  to  j^olicit  my  favour; 
these  are  inconsistencies,  such  as  discorer  thy 
reason  depraved.  To  be  brief,  I  never  desire  to 
see  your  lace:  and,  sirrah,  if  you  go  to  the  work- 
house, it  is  no  disgrace  to  me  for  you  to  be  sup- 
ported there;  and  if  you  starve  m  the  streets, 
r  11  never  give  any  thing  underhand  in  your  be- 
half. If  1  have  any  more  of  your  scribbfing  non- 
sense, I'll  break  your  head  the  first  lime  1  set 
sight  on  you.  You  are  a  stubborn  beast;  is  this 
your  gratitude  for  my  giving  you  money?  You 
rogue,  V\\  better  your  judgment  and  give  you  a 
greater  sense  of  your  duty  to  (1  regret  to  sty) 
your  father>  &(i. 

*  P.  S.  It  is  prudence  in  you  to  keep  oilt  of  mjr 
sight;  for  to  reproach  me,  that  Might  overcomes 
Right,  on  the  outside  of  your  letter,  I  ^tail  give 
you  k  great  knock  on  the  skull  for  it/ 

Wm  there  evei^  stich  an  image  of  pater<nal  ten- 
dernei^s!  It  Wad  udual  among  some  of  the  Qteeks 
to  make  their  slaves  drink  to  excess,  and  then 
expose  theih  t^o  their  children ;  who  by  that  medns 
conceived  An  early  aversion  to  a  vice  which  makes 
men  appear  so  monstrous  and  irrational.  I  have 
expOsea  this  fHctufe  of  an  uhnatural  father  with 
the  same  intention,  that  its  deformity  miay  deter 
othei*s  froiti  its  resemblance.  If  the  reader  has  a 
mind  to  see  a  father  of  the  same  stamp  represent- 
ed in  the  n)ost  exquisite  strokes  of  nuntdli^',,  he 
itti,f  meeft  Wii!i  il  fh'dine^f  the  finest  eoifi^ed)^  that 
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ever  appeared  upon  the  English  stage:  I  mean 
the  part  of  Sir  Sampson  in  *  Love  for  Love. ' 

I  must  not  however  engage  myself  blindly  on 
the  side  of  the  son,  to  whom  the  fond  letter  above 
written  was  directed.  His  father  calls  him  a 
'  saucy  and  audacious  rascaP  in  the  first  line,  and 
1  am  afraid,  upon  examination,  he  will  prove  but 
an  ungracious  youth.  *  To  go  about  railing'  at 
his  father,  and  to  find  no  other  place  but  *  the  out- 
side of  his  letter  to  tell  him  that  Might  over- 
comes Right,'  if  it  does  not  discover  <  his  reason 
to  be  depraved,'  and  that  he  is  *  either  fool  or 
mad,'  as  the  choleric  old  gentleman  tells  him, 
we  may  at  least  allow  that  the  father  would  do 
very  well  in  endeavouring  to  *  better  his  judg- 
ment, and  give  him  a  greater  sense  of  his  duty.' 
But  whether  this  may  be  brought  about  by 
'  breaking  his  head,  or  giving  him  a  great  knock 
on  the  skull,  ought,  I  think,  to  be  well  consider- 
ed. Upon  the  whole,  I  wish  the  father  has  not 
met  with  his  match,  and  that  he  may  not  be  as 
equally  paired  with  a  son  as  the- mother  in  Virgil: 

CnukKs  ta  quoque  mater: 

CrudeKa  mater  magis,  anjmer  improbus  ilk? 
Improhua  illepuer^  crudeus  tu  quoque  mater.     Ecl. 

Cruel  alike  the  mother  and  the  son. 

Or  like  the  crow  and  her  egg,  in  the  Greek  pro* 
verb, 

Bad  the  crow,  bad  the  egg. 

1  must  here  take  notice  of  a  letter  which  I  hare 
Vol.  IV.— 10 
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received  from  an  unknown  correspondent,  upon 
the  subject  of  my  paper,  upon  which  the  forego- 
ing letter  is  likewise  founded.  (No.  181.)  Tne 
writer  of  it  seems  very  much  concerned  lest  that 
paper  should  seem  to  give  encouragement  to  the 
disobedience  of  children  towards  Uieir  parents; 
but  if  the  writer  of  it  will  take  the  pains  to  read 
it  over  again  attentively,  1  dare  say  his  appre- 
hensions will  vanish,  irardon  and  reconciliation 
are  all  the  penitent  daughter  requests,  and  all  that 
I  contend  for  in  her  behalf;  and  in  this  case  I  may 
use  the  saying  of  an  emitient  wit,  who,  upon 
some  great  men's  pressing  him  to  forgive  his 
daughter,  who  had  married  against  his  consent, 
told  them  he  could  refuse  nothing  to  their  in- 
stances, but  that  he  would  have  them  remember 
there  was  a  difference  between  giving  and  for^ 
giving, 

I  must  confess,  in  all  controversies  between 
parents  and  their  children,  I  am  naturally  pre- 
judiced in  favour  of  the  former.  The  obliga- 
tions on  that  side  can  never  be  acauitted,  ana  1 
think  it  is  one  of  the  greatest  reflections  up)on 
human  nature,  that  paternal  instinct  should  be  a 
stronger  motive  to  love  than  filial  gratitude;  that 
the  receiving  of  favours  should  be  a  less  induce- 
ment to  good  will,  tenderness,  and  commisera- 
tion, than  the  conferring  of  them;  and  that  the 
taking  care  of  any  person  should  endear  the  child 
or  dependant  more  to  the  parent  or  benefactor, 
than  the  parent  or  benefactor  to  the  child  or  de- 
pendant; yet  so  it  happens,  that  for  one  cruel 
parent  we  meet  with  a  thousand  undutiful  chil- 
dren. This  is  indeed  wonderfully  contrived  (as 
I  have  formerly  observed,  No.  120)  for  the  sup- 


JNo.   189.  THE  SPECTATOR.  147 

port  of  every  living  species;  but  at  the  same  time 
that  it  shows  the  wisdom  of  the  Creator,  it  dis- 
covers the  imperfection  and  degeneracy  of  the 
creature. 

The  obedience  of  children  to  their  parents  is 
the  basis  of  all  government,  and  set  forth  as  the 
measure  of  that  obedience  which  we  owe  to  those 
whom  Providence  hath  placed  over  us. 

It  is  Father  Le  Compte,*  if  I  am  not  mistaken, 
who  tells  us  how  want  of  duty  in  this  particular 
is  punished  among  the  Chinese,  insomuch  that 
if  a  son  should  be  known  to  kill  or  so  much  as 
to  strike  his  father,  not  only  the  criminal  but 
his  whole  family  would  be  rooted  out;  nay  the 
inhabitants  of  the  place  where  he  lived  would  be 
put  to  the  sword;  nay  the  place  itself  would  be 
rased  to  the  ground,  and  its  foundations  sown 
with  salt:  for,  say  they,  there  must  have  been  an 
utter  depravation  of  manners  in  that  clan  or  so- 
ciety of  people  who  could  have  bred  up  among 
them  so  horrid  an  oflfender.  To  this  I  shall  add 
a  passage  out  of  the  first  book  of  Herodotus. 
That  historian,  in  his  account  of  the  Persian 
customs  and  religion,  tells  us,  it  is  their  opinion, 
ihit  no  man  ever  killed  his  father,  or  that  it  is 
possible  such  a  crime  should  be  in  nature;  but 
that  if  any  thing  like  it  should  ever  happen,  they 
conclude  that  the  reputed  son  must  nave  been 
illegitimate,  supposititious,  or  begotten  in  adul- 
tery. Their  opinion  in  this  particular  shows 
sufficiently  what  a  notion  they  must  have  had  of 
undutifulness  in  general. 

ADDISON.  L. 

*  See  Sje  Compte's  Present  State  of  China. 
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Servitus  cresdt  nova Hor.  Od. 

A  servitude  to  fonner  times  unknown. 

Since  1  have  made  some  reflections  upon  the 
general  negligence  used  in  the  case  of  regard  to- 
wards women,  or  in  other  words,  since  I  talked 
of  wenching,  1  have  had  epistles  upon  that  sub- 
ject, which  1  shall,  for  the  present  entertainment^ 
msert  as  they  lie  before  me. 

*MR.  SPECTATOR, 

*  As  your  speculations  are  not  confined  to  any 
part  of  human  life,  but  concern  the  wicked  as 
well  as  the  good,  1  must  desire  your  favourable 
acceptance  of  what  I,  a  poor  strolling  girl  about 
town,  have  to  say  to  you.  I  was  told  oy  a  Ro- 
man Catholic  gentleman  who  picked  me  up  last 
week,  and  who,  1  hope,  is  absolved  for  what 
passed  between  us:  I  say,  I  was  told  by  such  a 
person,  who  endeavoured  to  convert  me  to  his 
own  t'eligion,  that  in  countries  where  Popery 
prevails,  besides  the  advantage  of  licensed  stews, 
there  are  large  endowments  given  for  the  incu-- 
rabili,  1  think  he  called  them,  such  as  are  past  all 
remedy,  and  are  allowed  such  maintenance  and 
sujjport  as  to  keep  them  without  further  care  till 
they  expire.  This  manner  of  treating  poor  sin- 
ners has,  methinks,  great  humanity  in  it;  and  as 
you  are  a  person  who  pretend  to  carry  your  re- 
flections upon  all  subjects  whatever  that  occur  to 
you  with  candour,  and  act  above  the  sense  of 
what  misinterpretation  you  may  meet  with,  1 
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beg  the  favour  of  you  to  lay  before  all  the  world 
the  unhappy  condition  of  us  poor  vagrants,  who 
are  really  in  a  way  of  labour  instead  of  idleness. 
There  are  crowds  of  us  whose  manner  of  liveli- 
hood has  long  ceased  to  be  pleasing  to  us,  and 
who  would  willingly  lead  a  new  life,  if  the  rigour 
of  the  virtuous  did  not  for  ever  expel  us  ffoni 
coming  into  the  world  again.  As  it  now  hap- 
pens to  the  eternal  infamy  of  the  male  sex,  false- 
nood  among  you  is  not  reproachful,  but  credulity 
in  women  is  infamous. 

*  Give  me  leave,  sir,  to  give  you  my  history. 
You  are  to  know  that  I  am  the  daughter  of  a  man 
of  good  reputation,  tenant  to  a  man  of  quality. 
The  heir  of  this  great  house  took  it  in  his  head 
to  cast  a  favourable  eye  upon  me,  and  succeeded. 
I  do  not  pretend  to  say  he  promised  me  marriage: 
1  was  not  a  creature  silly  enough  to  be  taken  by 
so  foolish  a  story;  but  he  ran  away  with  me  up 
to  this  town,  and  introduced  me  to  a  grave  ma- 
tron, with  whom  I  boarded  for  a  day  or  two  with 
great  gravity,  and  was  not  a  little  pleased  with 
the  change  of  my  condition,  from  that  of  a  coun- 
try life  to  the  finest  company,  as  1  believed,  in 
the  whole  world.  My  humble  servant  made  me 
understand  that  I  should  be  always  kept  in  the 
plentiful  condition  I  then  enjoyed,  when  after  a 
very  great  fondness  towards  me,  he  one  day  took 
his  leave  of  me  for  four  or  five  days.  In  the  eve- 
ning of  the  same  day  my  good  landlady  came  to 
me,  and  observing  me  very  pensive,  began  to 
comfort  me,  and  with  a  srfine  told  me  I  must  see 
the  world.  When  1  was  deaf  to  all  she  could  say 
to  divert  me,  she  began  to  tell  me,  with  a  very 
frank  air,  that  1  must  be  treated  as  1  ought,  and 
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not  take  these  squeamish  humours  upon  me,  for 
my  friend  had  left  me  to  the  town:  and,  as  their 
phrase  is,  she  expected  that  1  would  see  company, 
or  I  must  be  treated  like  what  1  had  brought  my- 
self to.  This  put  me  into  a  fit  of  crying:  and  1  im- 
mediately, in  a  true  sense  of  my  condition,  threw 
myself  on  the  floor,  deploring  my  fate,  calling  up- 
on all  that  was  good  and  sacred  to  succour  me. 
While  1  was  in  all  this  agony,  1  observed  a  de- 
crepit old  fellow  come  into  the  room,  and  look- 
ing with  a  sense  of  pleasure  in  his  face  at  all  my 
vehemence  and  transport.  In  a  pause  of  my  dis- 
tress 1  heard  him  say  to  the  shameless  old  woman 
who  stood  by  me,  *  She  is  certainly  a  new  face, 
or  else  she  acts  it  rarely. '^  With  that  the  gen- 
tlewoman, who  was  making  her  market  of  me, 
in  all  the  turns  of  my  person,  the  heaves  of  my 
passion,  and  the  suitable  changes  of  my  posture, 
took  occasion  to  commend  my  neck,  my  shape, 
my  eyes,  my  limbs.  All  this  was  accompanied 
with  such  speeches  as  you  may  have  heard  norse- 
coursers  make  in  the  sale  of  nags,  when  they  are 
warranted  for  their  soundness.  You  understand 
by  this  time  that  1  was  left  in  a  brothel,  and  ex- 
posed to  the  next  bidder  that  could  purchase  me 
of  my  patroness.  This  is  so  much  the  w^ork  of 
hell;  the  pleasure  in  the  possession  of  us  wenches 
abates  in  proportion  to  the  degrees  we  go  beyond 
the  bounas  of  innocence;  and  no  man  is  gratified 
if  there  is  nothing  left  for  him  to  debauch.  Well, 
sir,  my  first  man,  when  1  came  .upon  the  town, 
was  Sir  Jeoffry  Foible,  who  was  extremely 
lavish  to  me  of  his  money,  and  took  such  a  fancy 
to  me,  that  he  would  have  carried  me  off,  if  my 
patroness  would  have  taken  any  reasonable  terms 


No.  190.  THE  SPECTATOR.  151 

for  me:  but  as  he  was  old,  his  covetousness  was  his 
strongest  passion,  and  poor  I  was  soon  left  ex- 
posed to  be  the  common  refuse  of  all  the  rakes 
and  debauchees  in  town.  1  can  not  tell  whether 
you  will  do  me  justice  or  no,  till  1  see  whether 
you  print  this  or  not;  otherwise,  as  1  now  live 
with  Sal,*  1  could  give  you  a  very  just  account 
of  who  and  who  is  together  in  this  town.  You 
perhaps  won't  believe  it;  but  I  know  of  one  who 
pretends  to  be  a  very  good  protestant,  who  lies 
with  a  Roman  catholic;  but  more  of  this  hereaf- 
ter as  you  please  me.  There  do  come  to  our 
house  the  greatest  politicians  of  the  age;  and  Sal 
is  more  shrewd  than  any  body  thinks:  nobody 
can  believe  that  such  wise  men  could  go  to  baw- 
dy-houses out  of  idle  purposes.  I  have  heard  them 
often  talk  of  Augustus  Cfaesar,  who  had  intrigues 
with  the  wives  of  senators,  not  out  of  wanton- 
ness but  stratagem. 

*  It  is  a  thousand  pities  you  should  be  so  severe- 
ly virtuous  as  I  fear  you  are;  otherwise,  after 
one  visit  or  two,  you  would  soon  understand  that 
we  women  of  the  town  are  not  such  useless  cor- 
respondents as  you  may  imagine;  you  have  un- 
doubtedly heard  that  it  was  a  courtezan  who  dis- 
covered Catiline's  conspiracy.  If  you  print  this, 
I'll  tell  you  more;  and  am,  m  the  mean  time,  sir, 

*  Your  most  humble  servant, 
*  Rebecca  Nettletop.' 

'  mr.  spectatoi^, 

1  am  an  idle  young  woman  that  would  work 
for  my  livelihood,  but  that  1  am  kept  in  such  a 

•  A  noted  procuress  at  that  time. 
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manner  as  I  can  not  stir  out.  My  tyrant  is  an  old 
jealous  fellow,  who  allows  me  nothing  to  appear 
m.  I  have  but  one  shoe  and  one  slipper,  no  nead- 
dress,  and  no  upper  petticoat  As  you  set  up  for 
a  reformer,  1  desire  you  would  take  me  out  of 
this  wicked  way,  and  keep  me  yourself. 

*  EVE  AFTERDAT.' 
'MR.  SPECTATOR, 

<  I  am  to  complain  to  you  of  a  set  of  imperti- 
nent coxcombs,  who  visit  the  apartments  of  us 
women  of  the  town,  onhr,  as  they  call  it,  to  see 
the  world.  I  mast  confess  to  you,  this  to  men 
of  delicacy  might  have  an  effect  to  cure  them; 
but  as  they  are  stupid,  noisy,  and  drunken  fel- 
lows, it  tends  only  to  make  vice  in  themselves, 
as  they  think,  pleasant  and  humorous,  and  at  the 
same  time  nauseous  in  us.  I  shall,  sir,  hereafter, 
from  time  to  time,  give  you  the  names  of  these 
wretches  who  pretend  to  enter  our  houses  mere- 
ly as  spectators.  These  men  think  it  wit  to  use 
us  ill;  pray  tell  them,  however  worthy  we  are  of 
such  treatment,  it  is  unworthy  them  to  be  guilty 
of  it  towards  us.  Pray,  sir,  take  notice  of  this, 
and  pity  the  oppressed:  I  wish  we  could  add  to 
it,  the  innocent.' 

STEELE.  T. 
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wxoy  ovufov.  HoH. 
Deluding-  vision  of  the  night.         Pops. 


Some  ludicrous  schoolmen  have  put  the  case, 
that  if  an  ass  were  placed  hetween  two  bundles 
of  hay  which  affected  his  senses  equally  on  each 
side,  and  tempted  him  in  the  very  same  degree, 
whether  it  would  be  possible  for  him  to  eat  of 
either.  They  generalfy  determine  this  question 
to  the  disadvantage  of  the  ass,  w^ho  they  say 
would  starve  in  the  midst  of  plenty,  as  not  hav- 
ing a  single  grain  of  free  will  to  determine  him 
more  to  the  one  than  to  the  other.  The  bundle 
of  hay  on  either  side  striking  his  sight  and  smell 
in  the  same  proportion,  would  keep  him  in  a 
perpetual  suspense,  like  the  two  magnets,  which 
travellers  have  told  us,  are  placed  one  of  them  in 
the  roof,  and  the  other  in  the  floor  of  Mahomet's 
burying  place  at  Mecca,  and  by  that  means,  say 
they,  pull  the  impostor's  iron  coffin  with  such  an 
equal  attraction,  that  it  hangs  in  the  air  between 
both  of  them.  As  for  the  ass's  behaviour  in  such 
nice  circumstances,  whether  he  would  starve 
sooner  than  violate  his  neutrality  to  the  two  bun- 
dles of  hay,  I  shall  not  presume  to  determine;  but 
only  take  notice  of  the  conduct  of  our  own  spe- 
cies in  the  same  perplexity.  When  a  man  has  a 
mind  to  venture  his  money  in  a  lottery,  every 
figure  of  it  appears  equally  alluring,  and  as  likely 
to  succeed  as  any  ot  its  fellows.  They  all  of 
them  have  the  same  pretensions  to  good  luck, 
stand  upon  the  same  foot  of  competitioQ|  and  no 
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manner  of  reason  can  be  given  why  a  man  should 
prefer  one  to  the  other  before  the  lottery  is 
drawn.  In  this  case  therefore  caprice  very  often 
acts  in  the  place  of  reason,  and  forms  to  itself 
some  groundless  imaginary  motive,  where  real 
and  substantial  ones  are  wanting.  1  know  a  well 
meaning  man  that  is  very  well  pleased  to  risk  his 
good  fortune  upon  the  number  1711,  because  it 
IS  the  year  of  our  Lord.  1  am  acquainted  with 
a  tacker  that  would  give  a  good  deal  for  the  num- 
ber 134.*  On  the  contrary,  1  have  been  told  of 
a  certain  zealous  dissenter,  who  being  a  great 
enemy  to  popery,  and  believing  that  bad  men 
are  the  most  fortunate  in  this  wojnd,  will  lay  two 
to  one  on  the  number  666  against  any  other  num- 
ber, because,  says  he,  it  is  the  number  of  the 
beast.  Several  would  prefer  the  number  12000 
before  any  other,  as  it  is  the  number  of  the 
pounds  in  the  great  prize.  In  short,  some  are 
pleased  to  find  their  own  age  in  their  number; 
some  that  they  have  got  a  number  which  makes 
a  pretty  appearance  in  the  cyphers;  and  others, 
because  it  is  the  same  number  that  succeeded  in 
the  last  lottery.  Each  of  these  upon  no  other 
grounds,  thinks  he  stands  fairest  for  the  great  lot, 
and  that  he  is  possessed  of  what  may  not  be  im- 
properly calleu  the  golden  number. 
These  principles  of  election  are  the  pastimes 

•  In  the  year  1704  a  bill  was  brought  into  the  House  of 
Commons  against  Occasional  Conformity;  and  in  order  to 
make  it  pass  tlirough  the  House  of  Lords,  it  was  proposed 
to  tack  it  to  a  money-bill.  This  occasioned  warm  debates, 
and  at  length  it  was  put  to  the  vote;  when  134  were  for 
tacking;  but  a  large  majority  being  against  it,  the  motioa 
was  over-ruled,  and  the  bill  miscarried. 
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and  extravagances  of  hunian  reason,  which  is  of 
so  busy  a  nature,  that  it  will  be  exerting  itself  in 
the  meanest  trifles,  and  working  even  when  it 
wants  materials.  The  wisest  of  men  are  some- 
times actuated  by  such  unaccountable  motives, 
as  the  life  of  the  fool  and  the  superstitious  is 
guided  by  nothing  else. 

I  am  surprised  that  none  of  the  fortune-tellers, 
or,  as  the  French  call  them,  the  Diseurs  de 
bonne  *^vanture^  who  publish  their  bills  in  eve- 
ry quarter  of  the  town,  have  not  turned  our  lot- 
teries to  their  advantage:  did  any  of  them  set  up 
for  a  caster  of  fortunate  figures,  what  might  he 
not  get  by  his  pretended  discoveries  and  pre- 
dictions? 

1  remember  among  the  advertisements  in  the 
Post-boy  of  September  the  27th,  1  was  surprised 
to  see  the  following  one: 

'  This  is  to  give  notice,  that  ten  shillings  over 
and  above  the  market  price  will  be  given  for  the 
ticket  in  the  d^l, 500,000  lotterv,  No.  132,  by 
Nath.  Cliff,  at  the  Bible  and  Three  Crowns  in 
Cheapside.' 

This  advertisement  has  given  great  matter  of 
speculation  to  coffee-house  theorists.  Mr.  C  115*^8 
principles  and  conversation  have  been  canvass- 
ed upon  this  occasion,  and  various  conjectures 
made  why  he  should  thus  set  his  heart  upon  No. 
132.  1  have  examined  all  the  powers  in  those 
numbers,  broken  them  into  fractions,  extracted 
the  square  and  cube  root,  divided  and  multiplied 
them  all  ways,  but  could  not  arrive  at  the  secret 
till  about  three  days  ago,  when  1  received  the  fol- 
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lowing  letter  from  an  unknown  hand,  by  which 
t  find  that  Mr.  Nalh.  Cliff  is  only  the  agent,  and 
tot  the  principal  in  this  advertisement. 

MR.   SPECTATOR, 

*  I  am  tne  person  that  lately  advertised  1  would 
ifrt  ve  ten  shillings  more  than  the  current  price  for 
Vfte  ticket  No.  i32,  in  the  lottery  now  drawing: 
which  is  a  secret  I  have  communicated  to  some 
friends,  who  rally  me  incessantly  upon  that  ac- 
count. You  musi  know  1  have  but  one  ticket;  for 
which  leason,  and  a  certain  dream  I  have  lately 
had  more  than  once,  I  was  resolved  it  should  be 
the  number  1  most  approved,  1  am  so  positive 
1  have  pitched  upon  tne  gieal  lot,  that  I  could 
almost  lay  all  I  am  worth  oi  ii.  Wy  visions  are 
so  frequent  and  strong  upon  this  occasion,  that 
1  have  not  only  possessea  the  lot,  bat  disposed 
of  the  money,  which  in  all  probability  it  will 
sell  for.  This  morning,  in  particular,  I  aei  up 
an  equipage  which  1  look  upon  to  be  the  gayest 
in  the  town;  the  liveries  are  very  rich,  but  not 
^audy.  1  should  be  very  slad  to  see  a  specula- 
tion or  two  upon  lottery  subjects,  in  which  you 
would  oblige  all  people  concerned,  and  in  par 
ticular, 

*  Your  most  humble  servant, 

'  CLEORGE  GOSLING.' 

«  P.  S.  Dear  Spec,  if  1  get  the  ^e  12,000  Til 
make  thee  a  handsome  present.' 

After  having  wished  my  correspondent  good 
luck,  and  thanked  him  for  his  intended  kindness^ 
I  shall  for  this  time  dismiss  the  subject  of  the 
lottery,  and  only  observe,  that  the  greatest  part 
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of  mankind  are  in  some  degree  guilty  of  my  friend 
Gosling's  extravagance.  We  are  apt  to  rely  upon 
future  prospects,  and  become  really  expensive 
while  we  are  only  rich  in  possibility.  We  live 
up  to  our  expectations,  not  to  our  possessions, 
and  make  a  figure  proportionable  to  what  we  may 
be,  not  what  we  are.  We  outrun  our  present  in- 
come, as  not  doubting  to  reimburse  ourselves  out 
of  the  profits  of  some  future  place,  project,  or  re- 
version that  we  have  in  view.  It  is  through  this 
temper  of  mind,  which  is  so  common  among  us, 
that  we  see  tradesmen  break,  who  have  met  with 
no  misfortunes  in  their  busmess;  and  men  of  es- 
tates reduced  to  poverty,  who  have  never  suffer- 
ed from  losses  or  repairs,  tenants,  taxes,  or  law 
suits.  In  short,  it  is  this  foolish,  sanguine  tem- 
per, this  depending  upou  contingent  futurities, 
that  occasions  romantic  generosity,  chimerical 
grandeur,  senseless  ostentation,  and  generally 
ends  in  beggary  and  ruin.  The  man  who  will 
live  above  [lis  present  circumstances,  is  in  great 
danger  of  living  in  a  little  time  much  beneath 
them,  or,  as  the  Italian  proverb  runs,  The  man 
who  lives  by  hope^  will  die  by  hunger. 

It  should  be  an  indispensaole  rule  in  life,  to 
contract  our  desires  to  our  present  condition,  and 
whatever  may  be  our  expectations,  to  live  within 
the  compass  of  what  we  actually  possess.  It  will 
be  time  enough  to  enjoy  an  estate  when  it  comes 
into  our  hands;  but  if  we  anticipate  our  good  for- 
tune, we  shall  lose  the  pleasure  of  it  when  it  ar- 
rives, and  may  possibly  never  possess  what  we 
have  so  foolishly  counted  uoon. 

ADDISON.  L. 
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Uno  ore  omnes  omnia 

Bonadieere,  et  laudare  forttmas  meaSf 

Qui  gnatum  haberem  tali  ingenio  pradditum.     Tsiu 

AJl  men  agreed  in  complimenting  me,  and  applauding  my 
gx>od  fortune  in  being  the  father  of  so  towsirdly  a  son. 

I  STOOD  the  other  day,  and  beheld  a  father  sit- 
ting in  the  middle  of  a  room  with  a  large  family 
of  children  about  him;  and  methought  I  could 
observe  in  his  countenance  different  motions  of 
delight  as  he  turned  his  e3'e  towards  the  one  and 
the  other  of  them.  The  man  is  a  person  mode- 
rate in  his  designs  for  their  preferment  and  wel- 
fare; and  as  he  has  an  easy  fortune,  he  is  not  so- 
licitous to  make  a  great  one.  His  eldest  son  is' 
a  child  of  a  very  towardly  disposition,  and  as 
much  as  the  father  loves  him,  1  dare  say  he  wiU 
never  be  a  knave  to  improve  his  fortune.  I  do 
not  know  any  man  who  has  a  juster  relish  of  life 
than  the  person  I  am  speaking  of,  or  keeps  a  bet- 
ter guard  against  the  terrors  of  want,  or  the  hopes 
of  gain.  It  is  usual  in  a  crowd  of  children  for 
the  parent  to  name  out  of  his  own  flock  all  the 
great  officers  of  the  kingdom.  There  is  some- 
thing so  very  surprismg  in  the  parts  of  a  child 
of  a  man^s  own,  that  there  is  nothing  too  great 
to  be  expected  from  his  endowments.  1  know  a 
good  woman  who  has  but  three  sons,  and  there  is, 
she  says,  nothing  she  expects  with  more  certain- 
tv,  than  that  she  shall  see  one  of  them  a  bishop, 
the  other  a  judge,  and  the  third  a  court  physician. 
The  humour  is,  that  any  thing  which  can  hap- 
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pen  to  any  man's  child,  is  expected  by  every 
man  for  his  own;  but  my  friend,  whom  I  was 
going  to  speak  of,  does  not  flatter  himself  with 
such  vain  expectations,  but  has  his  eye  more 
upon  the  virtue  and  disposition  of  his  children 
than  their  advancement  or  wealth.  Good  habits 
are  what  will  certainly  improve  a  man's  fortune 
and  reputation;  but  on  the  other  side,  affluence 
of  fortune  will  not  as  probably  produce  good  af- 
fections of  the  mind. 

"  It  is  very  natural  for  a  man  of  a  kind  disposi- 
tion, to  amuse  himself  with  the  promises  his 
imagination  makes  to  him  of  the  future  condition 
of  his  children,  and  to  represent  to  himself  the 
figure  they  shall  bear  in  tne  world  after  he  has 
left  it.  When  his  prospects  of  this  kind  are  agree- 
able, his  fondness  gives  as  it  were  a  longer  date 
to  his  own  life;  and  the  survivorship  of  a  worthy 
man  in  his  son,  is  a  pleasure  scarce  inferior  to 
the  hopes  of  the  continuance  of  his  own  life.  The 
man  is  happy  who  can  believe  of  his  son,  that  he 
will  escape  the  follies  and  indiscretions  of  which 
he  himself  was  guilty,  and  pursue  and  improve 
every  thing  that  was  valuable  in  him.  The  con- 
tinuance of  his  virtue  is  much  more  to  be  re- 
garded than  that  of  his  life:  but  it  is  the  most 
lamentable  of  all  reflections,  to  think  that  the 
heir  of  a  man's  fortune,  is  such  a  one  as  will  be 
a  stranger  to  his  friends,  alienated  from  the  same 
interests,  and  a  promoter  of  every  thing  which 
he  himself  disapproved.  An  estate  in  possession 
of  such  a  successor  to  a  good  man,  is  worse  than 
laid  waste,  and  the  family  of  which  he  is  the 
head,  is  in  a  more  deplorable  condition  that  that 
of  being  extinct. 


160  THE  SPECTATOR.  No.  192. 

When  1  visit  the  agreeable  seat  of  my  honour- 
able friend  Ruricola,  and  walk  from  room  to  room 
revolving  many  pleasing  occurrences,  and  the 
expressions  of  many  just  sentiments  I  have  heard 
him  utter,  and  see  the  booby  his  heir  in  pain 
while  he  is  doing  the  honours  of  his  house  to  the 
friend  of  his  father,  the  heaviness  it  gives  one  is 
not  to  be  expressed.  Want  of  genius  is  not  to 
be  imputed  to  any  man,  but  want  of  humanity  is 
a  man^s  own  fault.  The  son  of  Ruricola  (whose 
life  was  one  continued  series  of  worthy  actions 
and  gentlemanlike  inclinations)  is  the  conipanion 
of  drunken  clowns,  and  knows  no  sense  of  praise 
but  in  the  flattery  he  receives  from  his  own  ser- 
vants, his  pleasures  are  mean  and  inordinate,  his 
language  base  and  filthy,  his  behaviour  rough 
ana  absurd.  Is  this  creature  to  be  accounted  the 
successor  of  a  man  of  virtue,  wit,  and  breeding? 
At  the  same  time  that  I  have  this  melancholy 

Frospect  at  the  house  where  I  miss  my  old  friend, 
can  go  to  a  gentleman's  not  far  ofr,  where  he 
has  a  daughter  who  is  the  picture  both  of  his 
body  and  mind,  but  both  improved  with  the 
beauty  and  modesty  peculiar  to  her  sex.  It  is 
she  who  supplies  the  loss  of  her  father  to  the 
world;  she,  without  his  nai^e  or  fortune,  is  a 
truer  memorial  of  him  than  her  brother  who  suc- 
ceeds him  in  both.  Such  an  offspring  as  the 
eldest  son  of  my  friend  perpetuates  his  father  in 
the  same  manner  as  the  apj)earance  of  his  ghost 
would:  it  is  indeed  Ruricola,  but  it  is  Ruricola 
grown  frightful. 

1  know  not  to  what  to  attribute  the  brutal  turn 
which  this  young  man  has  taken,  except  it  may  be 
to  a  certain  severity  and  distance  which  his  father 
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jsed  towards  him,  and  might,  perhaps,  have  oc- 
casioned a  dislike  to  those  modes  ot  life  which 
were  not  made  amiable  to  him  by  freedom  and 
affability. 

We  may  promise  ourselves  that  no  such  ex- 
xjrescence  will  appear  in  the  family  of  the  Cor- 
nelii,  where  the  lather  lives  with  his  sons  like 
their  eldest  brother,  and  the  sons  converse  with 
hini  as  if  they  did  it  for  no  other  reason  but  that 
he  is  the  wisest  man  of  their  acquaintance.  As 
the  Cornelii  are  eminent  traders,  their  good  cor- 
respondence with  each  other  is  useful  to  all  that 
know  them  as  well  as  to  themselves;  and  their 
friendship,  good-will  and  kind  ofiSces,  are  dis- 
posed of  jointly,  as  well  as  their  fortunes;  so 
that  no  one  ever  obliged  one  of  them,  who  had 
not  the  obligation  multiplied  in  returns  from 
them  all. 

It  is  the  most  beautiful  object  the  eyes  of  man 
can  behold,  to  see  a  man  oi  worth  and  his  son 
live  in  an  entire  unreserved  correspondence.  The 
mutual  kindness  and  affection  between  them  give 
an ,  inexpressible  satisfaction  to  all  that  know 
them.  It  is  a  sublime  pleasure  which  increases 
by  the  participation.  It  is  as  sacred  as  friend- 
ship, as  pleasurable  as  love,  and  as  joyful  as  re- 
ligion. This  state  of  mind  does  not  only  dissi- 
pate sorrow,  which  would  be  extreme  without  it, 
out  enlarges  pleasure,  which  would  otherwise  be 
contemptible.  The  most  indifferent  thing  has 
its  force  and  beauty,  when  it  is  spoke  by  a  kind 
father,  and  an  insignificant  trifle  has  its  weight 
when  offered  by  a  dutiful  child.  1  know  not  how 
to  express  it,  but  I  think  1  may  call  it  a  trans- 
planted self-love.     All  the  enjoymeots  and  sul- 

VOL.  IV.— 11 
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ferings  which  a  man  meets  with  are  regarded 
only  as  they  concern  him  in  the  relation  he  has 
to  another.  A  man's  very  honour  receives  a 
new  value  to  him,  when  he  thinks  that  when  he 
is  in  his  grave,  it  will  he  had  in  remembrance 
that  such  an  action  was  done  by  such  a  one's  fa- 
ther. Such  considerations  sweeten  the  old  man's 
evening,  and  his  soliloquy  delights  him  when  he 
can  say  to  himself,  *  No  man  can  tell  my  child, 
his  father  was  either  unmerciful  or  unjust:  my 
son  shall  meet  many  a  man  who  shall  say  to  him, 
I  was  obliged  to  tny  father,  and  be  my  child  a 
friend  to  his  child  for  ever.' 

It  is  not  in  the  power  of  all  men  to  leave  illus- 
trious names  or  great  fortunes  to  their  posterity, 
but  they  can  very  much  conduce  to  their  having 
industry,  probity,  valour,  and  justice;  it  is  in 
every  man's  power  to  leave  his  son  the  honour 
of  descending  from  a  virtuous  man,  and  add  the 
blessings  of  heaven  to  whatever  he  leaves  him.  1 
shall  end  this  rhapsody  with  a  letter  to  an  excel- 
lent young  man  of  my  acquaintance,  who  has 
lately  lost  a  worthy  father. 

*  DEAR  SIR, 

'  1  know  no  part  of  life  more  impertinent  than 
the  office  of  administering  consolation:  1  will  not 
enter  into  it,  for  I  can  not  but  applaud  your  grief. 
The  virtuous  principles  you  had  from  thai  ex 
cellent  man,  whom  you  have  lost,  have  wrought 
in  you  as  they  ought,  to  make  a  youth  of  three 
and  twenty  incapable  of  comfort,  upon  coming 
into  possession  oi  a  great  fortune.  1  doubt  not 
but  you  will  honour  his  memory  by  a  modest 
enjoyment  of  his  estate:  and  scorn  to  triuihph 
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over  his  grave,  by  employing  in  riot,  excess  and 
debauchery,  what  he  purchased  with  so  much 
industry,  prudence  and  wisdom.  This  is  the  true 
way  to'  show  the  sense  you  have  of  your  loss, 
and  to  take  away  the  distress  of  others  upon  the 
occasion.  You  can  not  recall  your  father  by  your 
grief,  but  you  may  revive  him  to  his  friends  by 
your  conduct.' 

STEELE.  T. 
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Ingentem  foribus  domus  alia  superhis 

Mani  aalutantum  totia  vomit  sedibua  undam. 

YiRe.  GsoB. 

His  lordship's  palace,  from  its  stately  doora, 
A  flood  of  levee-hunting  mortals  pours. 

When  we  look  round  us  and  behold  the  strange 
variety  of  faces  and  persons  which  fill  the  streets 
with  Dusiness  and  nurry,  it  is  no  unpleasant 
amusement  to  make  guesses  at  their  aifferent 
pursuits,  and  judge  by  their  countenances  what 
it  is  that  so  anxiously  engages  their  present  at- 
tention. Of  all  this  busy  crowd,  there  are  none 
who  would  give  a  man  inclined  to  such  inquiries 
better  diversion  for  his  thoughts,  than  those 
whom  we  call  good  courtiers,  and  such  as  are 
assiduous  at  the  levees  of  great  men.  These  wor* 
thies  are  got  into  a  habit  of  being  servile  with  an 
air,  and  enjoy  a  certain  vanity  in  being  known 
for  understanding  how  the  world  passes.  In  the 
pleasure  of  this  they  can  rise  eany,  go  abroad 
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sleek  and  well-dressed,  with  no  other  hope  or 

Eurpose,  but  to  make  a  bow  to  a  man  in  couit 
ivour,  and  be  thought,  by  some  insij^nificaot 
£mile  of  his,  not  a  little  engaged  in  his  interests 
and  fortunes.  It  is  wondrous,  that  a  man  can  set 
over  the  natural  existence  and  possession  of  nis 
own  mind  so  far  as  to  take  delight  either  in  payr 
ing  or  receiving  such  cold  and  repeated  civilities. 
But  what  maintains  the  humour  is,  that  outward 
show  is  what  most  men  pursue,  rather  than  real 
happiness.  Thus  both  the  idol,  and  the  idolater, 
equally  impose  upon  themselves  in  pleasing  their 
imaginations  this  way.  But  as  there  are  very 
many  of  her  majesty's  good  subjects  who  are 
extremely  uneasy  at  their  own  seats,  in  the  coun- 
tr}',  where  all  from  the  skies  to  the  centre  of  the 
earth  is  their  own,  and  have  a  mighty  longing 
to  shine  at  courts,  or  to  be  partners  m  the  power 
of  the  world;  I  say,  for  the  benefit  of  these,  and 
others  who  hanker  after  being  in  the  whisper 
with  great  men,  and  vexing  their  neighbours  with 
the  changes  they  would  be  capable  of  making  in 
the  appearance  at  a  county  sessions,  it  would  not 
methinks  be  amiss  to  give  an  account  of  that  mar* 
ket  for  preferment,  a  man's  levee. 

For  aught  I  know,  this  commerce  between  the 
mighty  and  their  slaves,  very  justly  represented, 
might  do  so  much  good,  as  to  incline  the  great 
to  regard  business  rather  than  ostentation;  and 
make  the  little  know  the  use  of  their  time  too 
well  to  spend  it  in  vain  applications  and  address- 
es. The  famous  doctor  in  Moorfields,  who  gain- 
ed so  much  reputation  for  his  horary  predictions, 
is  said  to  have  had  in  his  parlour  different  ropes 
to  little  bells  which  hung  in  the  room  above 
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stairs,  where  the  doctor  thought  fit  to  be  oracu- 
lous.  If  a  girl  had  heen  deceived  by  the  Jo\'er, 
one  bell  was  pulled;  and  if  a  peasant  had  lost  a 
cow,  the  servant  rung  another.  This  method 
was  kept  in  respect  to  all  other  passions  and  con- 
cerns, and  the  skilful  waiter  below  sifted  the  in- 
quirer, and  gave  the  doctor  notice  accordingly. 
The  levee  of  a  great  man  is  laid  after  the  same 
manner,  and  twenty  whispers,  false  alarms,  and 
private  intimations,  pass  backward  and  forward 
from  the  porter,  the  valet,  and  the  patron  him- 
self, before  the  gaping  crew,  who  are  to  pay 
their  court,  are  gathered  together.  When  the 
scene  is  ready,  tne  doors  fly  open  and  discover 
his  lordship. 

There  are  several  ways  of  making  his  first  ap- 
pearance. You  mav  be  either  half  dressed,  and 
washing  yourself,  which  is  indeed  the  most  state- 
ly; but  this  way  of  opening  is  peculiar  to  mili- 
tary men,  in  whom  tnere  is  something  graceful 
in  exposing  themselves  naked;  but  the  politi- 
cians or  civil  officers,  have  usually  afiected  to  be 
more  reserved,  and  preserve  a  certain  chastity 
of  deportment  Whether  it  be  hieroglyphical 
or  not,  this  diflference  in  the  military  ana  civil 
list,  1  will  not  say;  but  have  ever  understood  the 
fact  to  be,  that  the  close  minister  is  buttoned  up, 
and  the  brave  officer  open-breasted  on  these  oc- 
casions. * 

•  The  preceding  paragrraph  seems  to  be  a  sneer  on  two 
great  heads  of  the  Tory  ministry;  whose  levees  about  this 
time  were  exceedingly  crowded:  viz.  Robert  Harley,  who 
was  then  newly  made  Earl  of  Oxford  and  lord  high  trea- 
surer; and  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  who  was  soon  after  ap- 
pointed captain  general.     Certain  it  is,  that  I.ord  Oxfonl 
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Hrjwever  that  is,  1  humbly  conceive  the  busi- 
ness of  a  levee  is  to  receive  the  acknowledgments 
of  a  multitude,  that  a  man  is  wise,  bounteous, 
valiant  and  powerful.  When  the  first  shot  of 
eyes  is  made,  it  is  wonderful  to  observe  how 
much  submission  the  patron's  modesty  can  bear, 
and  how  much  servitude  the  client's  spirit  can 
descend  to.  In  the  vast  niultiplicity  of  ousiness, 
and  the  crowd  about  him,  my  lord's  parts  are 
usually  so  great,  that  to  the  astonishment  of  the 
whole  assembly,  he  has  something  to  say  to  eve- 
ry man  there,  and  that  so  suitable  to  his  capaci- 
ty as  any  man  may  judge,  that  it  is  not  without 
talents  that  men  can  arrive  at  great  employments. 
I  have  known  a  great  man  ask  a  flag-ofl&cer,  which 
way  was  the  wind;  a  commander  of  horse  the 
present  price  of  oats,  and  a  stock-jobber,  at  what 
discount  such  a  fund  was,  with  as  much  ease  as 
if  he  had  been  bred  to  each  of  those  several  ways 
of  life.  Now  this  is  extremely  obliging;  for  at 
the  same  time  that  the  patron  informs  himself 
of  matters,  he  gives  the  person  of  whom  he  in- 
quires an  opportunity  to  exert  himself.  What 
adds  to  the  pomp  of  those  interviews  is,  that  it  is 
performed  with  the  greatest  silence  and  order 
imaginable.  The  patron  is  usually  in  the  midst 
of  the  room,  and  some  humble  person  gives  him 
a  whisper,  which  his  lordship  answers  aloud, 
<  It  is  well.  Yes,  I  am  of  your  opinion.  Pray 
inform  yourself  further,  you  may  be  sure  of  my 

was  remarkably  close  and  mysterious,  and  Ocmond  no  le3i 
unreserved  and  open. 

The  Duke  of  Marlborough  is  said  to  have  i*eceiv:«d]iii^ 
visitants  in  the  unceremonious  way  of  military  iQ^n,  and.  to 
have  dressed  and  changed  his  linen  at  his  leveei 
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part  in  it.'  This  happy  man  is  dismissed,  and 
my  lord  can  turn  himself  to  a  business  of  a  quite 
different  nature,  and  off-hand  give  as  good  an  an- 
swer as  any  great  man  is  obliged  to.  For  the  chief 
point  is  to  keep  in  generals,  and  if  there  be  any 
thing  offered  tnat  is  particular,  to  be  in  haste. 

But  we  are  now  in  the  height  of  the  affair,  and 
my  lord's  creatures  have  all  had  their  whispers 
round  to  keep  up  the  farce  of  the  thing,  and  the 
dumb  show  is  become  more  general.  He  casts 
his  eye  to  that  corner,  and  there  to  Mr.  Such-a- 
one;  to  the  other,  *  And  when  did  you  come  to 
town?'  And  perhaps  just  before  he  nods  to  ano- 
ther; and  enters  with  him,  *  But,  sir,  I  am  glad 
to  see  you,  now  I  think  of  it.'  Each  of  those  are 
happy  for  the  next  four-and-twenty  hours;  and 
those  who  bow  in  the  ranks  undistinguished,  and 
by  dozens  at  a  time,  think  they  have  very  good 
prospects  if  they  may  hope  to  arrive  at  such  no- 
tices half  a  year  hence. 

The  satirist  says  there  is  seldom  common  sense 
in  high  fortune;  and  one  would  think,  to  behold 
a  levee,  that  the  great  were  not  only  infatuated 
with  their  station,  but  also  that  they  believed  all 
below  were  seized  too;  else  how  is  it  possible 
they  could  think  of  imposing  upon  themselves 
and  others  to  such  a  degree,  as  to  set  up  a  levee 
for  any  thing  but  a  direct  farce?  But  such  is  the 
weakness  ofour  nature,  that  when  men  are  a  lit- 
tle exalted  in  their  condition,  they  immediately 
conceive  they  have  additional  senses,  and  their 
capacities  enlarged  not  only  above  other  men, 
but  above  human  comprehension  itself.  Thus  it 
is  ordinary  to  see  a  great  man  attend  one  listen- 
ing, bow  to  one  at  a  distance,  and  call  to  a  thiid 
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at  the  same  instant.  A  girl  in  new  ribands  is 
not  more  taken  with  herself,*  nor  does  she  betray 
more  apparent  coquetries,  than  even  a  wise  man 
in  such  a  circunistance  of  courtship.  I  do  not 
know  any  thing  that  I  ever  thought  so  very  dis- 
tasteful as  the  affectation  which  is  recorded  of 
Caesar;  to  wit,  that  he  would  dictate  to  three  se- 
veral writers  at  the  same  time.  This  was  an 
ambition  below  the  greatness  and  candour  of  his 
mind.  He  indeed  (if  any  man  had  pretensions 
to  greater  faculties  than  any  other  mortal)  was 
the  person;  but  such  a  way  of  acting  is  childish, 
and  inconsistent  with  the  manner  of  our  being.  It 
appears  from  the  very  nature  of  things,  that  there 
can  not  be  any  thing  effectually  despatched  in 
the  distraction  of  a  public  levee;*  but  the  whole 
seems  to  be  a  conspiracy  of  a  set  of  servile  slaves, 
to  give  up  their  own  liberty  to  take  away  theit 
patron's  understanding. 

STEELE.  T 

»-o©©-f) 

No.  194.     FRIDAY,  OCTOBER  12. 


•DifficiU  bile  iumet  jeeur.    Hob.  Od. 


Anger  boils  up  in  my  hot  lab'ring-  breast     Glahyii. 

This  present  paper  shall  consist  of  two  letters 

vrhich  observe  upon  faults  that  are  easily  cured 

both  in  love  and  friendship.  In  the  latter,  as  far  as 

It  merely  regards  conversation,  the  person  who 

•  It  IS  recorded  of  the  celebrated  John  de  Witt,  that  be- 
ing asked  how  he  contrived  to  despatch  so  much  businefls, 
answered,  that  he  did  it  merely  by  only  doing*  one  Udug 
at  a  time. 
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neglects  visiting  an  agreeable  friend  is  punished  in 
the  very  trangression,  for  a  good  companion  is 
not  found  in  every  room  we  go  into.  But  the 
case  of  love  is  of  a  more  delicate  nature,  and  the 
anxiety  is  inexpressible,  if  every  little  instance 
of  kindness  is  not  reciprocal.  There  are  things  in 
this  sort  of  commerce  which  there  are  not  words 
to  express,  and  a  man  may  not  possibly  know 
how  to  represent  what  yet  may  tear  his  heart 
into  ten  tnousand  tortures.  To  be  grave  to  a 
man's  mirth,  inattentive  to  his  discourse,  or  to 
interrupt  either  with  something  that  argues  a  dis- 
inclination to  be  entertained  by  him,  has  in  it 
something  so  disagreeable,  that  the  utmost  steps 
which  may  be  made  in  farther  enmity  can  not 
give  greater  torment  The  gay  Cormna,  who 
sets  up  for  an  indifference  and  Ibecoming  heed- 
lessness, gives  her  husband  all  the  torment  ima- 
ginable out  of  mere  indolence,  with  this  peculiar 
vanity,  that  she  is  to  look  as  gay  as  a  maid  in  the 
character  of  a  wife.  It  is  no  matter  what  is  the 
reasjon  of  a  man's  grief,  if  it  be  heavy  as  it  is.  Her 
unhappy  man  is  convinced  that  she  means  him 
no  dishonour,  but  pines  to  death  because  she  will 
not  have  so  much  deference  to  him  as  to  avoid 
the  appearances  of  it.  The  author  of  the  follow- 
ing letter  is  perplexed  with  an  injury  that  is  in  a 
degree  yet  less  criminal,  and  yet  tne  source  of 
the  utmost  unhappiness. 

*  MR.  SPECTATOR,* 

*  I  have  read  your  papers  which  relate  to  jea- 
lousy, and  desire  your  advice  in  my  case;  which 

*  The  following  letter  was  probably  written  by  Steele  in 
allusion  to  his  own  domestic  condition,  and  for  the  benefit 
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you  will  say  is  not  common.  1  have  a  wife,  of 
whose  virtue  1  am  not  in  the  least  doubtful;  yet  1 
can  not  be  satisfied  she  loves  me,  which  gives  me 
as  great  uneasiness  as  being  faulty  the  other  way 
would  do.  T  know  not  whether  1  am  not  yet 
more  miserable  than  in  that  case,  for  she  keeps 
possession  of  my  heart,  without  the  return  of 
hers.  1  would  desire  your  observations  upon 
that  temper  in  some  women,  who  will  not  con- 
descend to  convince  their  husbands  of  their  in- 
nocence or  their  love,  but  are  wholly  negligent 
of  what  reflections  the  poor  men  make  upon  tneir 
conduct  (so  they  can  not  call  it  criminal,)  when 
at  the  same  time  a  little  tenderness  of  behaviour, 
or  regard  to  show  an  inclination  to  please  them, 
would  make  them  entirely  at  ease.  Do  not  such 
women  deserve  all  the  misinterpretation  which 
they  neglect  or  avoid?  Or  are  they  not  in  the  ac- 
tual practice  of  guilt,  who  care  not  whether  they 
are  thought  guilty  or  not?  If  my  wife  does  the 
most  ordinary  thing,  as  visiting  her  sister,  or 
taking  the  air  with  her  mother,  it  is  always  car- 
ried with  the  air  of  a  secret.  Then  she  will  some- 
times tell  a  thing  of  no  consequence  as  if  it  was 
only  want  of  memory  made  her  conceal  it  before; 
and  this  only  to  dally  with  my  anxiety.  I  have 
complained  to  her  of  this  behaviour  in  the  gentlest 
terms  imaginable,  and  beseeched  her  not  to  use 
him  who  clesired  only  to  live  with  her  like  an  in- 
dulgent friend,  as  the  most  morose  and  unsocia- 
ble nusband  in  the  world.  It  is  no  easy  matter 
to  describe  our  circumstance;  but  it  is  miserable 

of  his  wife,  Mrs.  Shurlock,  or,  as  he  commonly  calls  her, 
Mrs.  Pnie.     See  Steele's  Letters,  Vol  1.  passim. 
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with  this  aggravation,  that  it  might  be  easily 
mended,  and  yet  no  remedy  endeavoured.  She 
reads  you,  and  there  is  a  phrase  or  two  in  this  let- 
ter which  she  will  know  came  from  me.  If  we 
enter  into  an  explanation  which  may  tend  to  our 
future  quiet  by  your  means,  you  shall  have  our 
joint  thanks;  in  the  mean  time  1  am  (as  much  as  I 
can  in  this  ambiguous  condition  be  any  thing)  sir, 

*  Your  humble  servant. ' 

^MR.   SPECTATOR, 

*  Give  me  leave  to  make  you  a  present  of  a  cha- 
racter not  yet  described  in  youn  papers,  which  is 
that  of  a  man  who  treats  his  friend  with  the  same 
odd  variety  which  a  fantastical  female  tyrant  prac- 
tises towards  her  lover.  I  have  for  some  time  had 
a  friendship  with  one  of  these  mercurial  persons. 
The  rogue  1  know  loves  me,  yet  he  takes  advan- 
tage of  my  fondness  for  him  to  use  me  as  he 
pleases.  We  are  by  turns  the  best  friends  and 
the  greatest  strangers  imaginable.  Sometimes 
you  would  think  us  inseparable;  at  other  times  he 
avoids  me  for  a  long  time,  yet  neither  he  nor  I 
know  why.  When  we  meet  next  by  chance,  he 
is  amazed  he  has  not  seen  me,  is  impatient  for  an 
appointment  the  same  evening;  and  when  I  ex- 
pect he  should  have  kept  it,  1  have  known  him 
slip  away  to  another  place;  where  he  has  sat  read- 
ing the  news,  when  there  is  no  post;  smoking  his 
pipe,  which  he  seldom  cares  for,  and  staring 
about  him  in  company  with  whom  he  had  nothing 
to  do,  as  if  he  wondered  how  he  came  there. 

*  That  1  may  state  my  case  to  you  the  more 
fully,  1  shall  transcribe  some  short  minutes  1 
have  taken  of  him  in  my  almanac  since  the  last 
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spring;  for  you  must  know  there  are  certain  sea- 
sons of  the  year,  according  to  which  I  will  not 
say  our  friendship,  but  the  enjoyment  of  it  rises 
or  falls.  In  March  and  April  he  was  as  vari6us 
as  the  weather;  in  May  ana  part  of  June,  I  found 
him  the  sprightliest  best-humoured  fellow  in  the 
world;  in  the  dog-days  he  was  much  upon  the 
indolent;  in  September  very  agreeable  but  very 
busy;  and  since  the  glass  last  fell  to  changeable, 
he  has  made  three  appointments  with  me,  and 
broke  them  every  one.  However,  I  have  good 
hopes  of  him  this  winter,  especially  if  you  will 
lend  me  your  assistance  to  reform  him,  which 
will  be  a  great  ease  and  pleasure  to,  sir, 

*  Your  most  humble  servant.' 
October  9,  1711. 

STEELE.  T 


(»-9®eH€) 

No.  195.     SATURDAY,  OCTOBER  13. 

Fools,  not  to  know  that  half  exceeds  the  whole« 
Nor  the  g^'eat  blessings  of  a  frugal  boaixl! 

There  is  a  stoiy  in  the  Arabian  Nights  Tales 
of  a  king  who  hacf  long  languished  under  an  ill 
habit  of  Dody,  and  had  taken  abundance  of  reme- 
dies to  no  purpose.  At  length,  says  the  fable,  a 
physician  cured  him  by  the  following  method: 
ne  took  a  hollow  ball  of  wood,  and  filled  it  with 
several  drugs;  after  which  he  closed  it  up  so  ar- 
tificially that  nothing  appeared.     He  likewise 
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took  a  mall,  and  after  having  hollowed  the  han- 
dle, and  that  part  which  strikes  the  ball,  he  in- 
closed in  them  several  drugs  after  the  same  man- 
ner as  in  the  ball  itself.  He  then  ordered  the 
sultan,  who  was  his  patient,  to  exercise  himself 
early  in  the  morning  with  these  rightly  prepared 
instruments,  till  such  time  as  he  should  sweat: 
when,  as  the  story  goes,  the  virtue  of  the  medica- 
ments perspiring  through  the  wood  had  so  good 
an  influence  on  the  sultan's  constitution,  that 
they  cured  him  of  an  indisposition  which  all  the 
compositions  he  had  taken  inwardly  had  not  been 
able  to  remove. 

This  eastern  allegory  is  finely  contrived  to 
show  us  how  beneficial  bodily  labour  is  to  health, 
and  that  exercise  is  the  most* effectual  physic.  1 
have  described  in  my  hundred  and  filteenth  pa- 
per, from  the  general  structure  and  mechanism 
of  a  human  body,  how  absolutely  necessary  exer- 
cise is  for  its  preservation.  I  shall  in  this  place 
recommend  another  great  preservative  of  health, 
which  in  many  cases  proauces  the  same  effects 
as  exercise,  and  may,  in  some  measure,  supply 
its  place,  where  opportunities  of  exercise  are 
wanting.  The  preservative  1  am  speaking  of  is 
temperance,  which  has  those  particular  advan- 
tages above  all  other  means  of  health,  that  it 
may  be  practised  by  all  ranks  and  conditions,  at 
any  season,  or  in  any  place.  It  is  a  kind  of  re- 
gimen into  which  every  man  may  put  himself, 
without  interruption  to  business,  expense  of 
money,  or  loss  of  time.  If  exercise  throws  off 
all  superfluities,  temperance  prevents  them;  if 
exercise  clears  the  vessels,  temperance  neithei 
satiates  nor  overstrains  them;  ii  exercise  raises 
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more  of  his  eyes  than  of  so  many  spangles  oi  his 
herald's  coat. 

*  The  next  upon  the  optic  list  is  old  Janus,  who 
stood  in  a  double-sighted  capacity,  like  a  person 
placed  betwixt  two  opposite  looking-glasses,  and 
so  took  a  sort  of  retrospective  cast  at  one  view. 
Copies  of  this  double-faced  way  are  not  yet  out 
of  fashion  with  many  professions,  and  the  inge- 
nious artists  pretend  to  keep  up  this  species  oy 
double-headed  canes  and  spoons;*  but  there  is 
no  mark  of  this  faculty  except  in  the  emblemati- 
cal way  of  a  wise  general  having  an  eye  to  both 
front  and  rear,  or  a  pious  man  taking  a  review 
and  prospect  of  his  past  and  future  state  at  the 
same  time. 

*  I  must  own,  that  the  names,  colours,  quali- 
ties, and  turns  of  eyes  vary  almost  in  every  head; 
for,  not  to  mention  the  common  appellations  of 
the  black,  the  blue,  the  white,  the  gray,  and  the 
like;  the  most  remarkable  are  those  that  borrow 
their  titles  from  animals,  by  virtue  of  some  par- 
ticular quality  of  resemblance  they  bear  to  the 
eyes  of  the  respective  creatures;  as  that  of  a 
greedy,  rapacious  aspect,  takes  its  name  from  the 
cat,  that  of  a  sharp  piercing  nature  from  the  hawk, 
those  of  an  amorous,  roguish  look  derive  their 
title  even  from  the  sheep:  and  we  say  such  a  one 
has  a  sheep's  eye,  not  so  much  to  denote  the  in- 
nocence as  the  simple  slyness  of  the  cast;  nor  is 
this  metaphorical  moculation  a  modern  inven- 
tion, for  we  find  Homer  taking  the  freedom  to 

*  Alluding  to  the  old-fashioned  spoons,  which  had  com* 
m^nly  ornamejited  figures  carved  on  the  handles,  as  a 
double  face,  one  of  the  twelve  Apostles,  &c.  &c 
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sail  ads  of  twenty  different  herbs,  sauces  of  an 
hundred  ingredients,  confections  and  fruits  of 
numberless  sweets  and  flavours?  What  unnatural 
motions  and  counter-ferments  must  such  a  med- 
ley of  intemperance  produce  in  the  body?  For 
my  part,  when  1  behold  a  fashionable  table  set 
out  in  all  its  magnificence,  I  fancy  that  1  see  gouts 
and  dropsies,  fevers  and  lethargies,  with  other  in- 
numeraole  distempers  lying  in  ambuscade  among 
the  dishes. 

Nature  delights  in  the  most  plain  and  simple 
diet  Every  animal,  but  man,  keeps  to  one  dish. 
Herbs  are  the  food  of  this  species,  fish  of  that, 
and  flesh  of  a  third.  Man  falls  upon  every  thing 
that  comes  in  his  way;  not  the  smallest  fruit  or 
excrescence  of  the  earth,  scarce  a  berry  or  a 
mush-room  can  escape  him. 

It  is  impossible  to  lay  down  any  determinate 
rule  for  temperance,  because  what  is  luxury  in 
one  may  be  temperance  in  another;  but  there  are 
few  that  have  lived  any  time  in  the  world,  who 
are  not  judges  of  their  own  constitutions,  so  far 
as  to  know  what  kinds  and  what  proportions  of 
food  do  best  agree  with  them.  Were  1  to  con- 
sider my  readers  as  my  patients,  and  to  prescribe 
such  a  kind  of  temperance  as  is  accommodated 
to  all  persons,  and  such  as  is  particularly  suita- 
ble to  our  climate  and  way  oi  living,  I  would 
copy  the  following  rules  of  a  very  eminent  phy- 
sician. <  Make  your  whole  repast  out  of  one  dish. 
If  you  indulge  in  a  second,  avoid  drinking  any 
thing  strong  until  you  have  finished  your  meal; 
at  the  same  time  abstain  from  all  sauces,  or  at 
least  such  as  are  not  the  most  plain  and  simple^ 
A  man  could  not  well  be  guilty  of  gluttony,  if 
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he  stuck  to  these  few  obvious  and  easy  rules.  Id 
the  first  case  there  would  be  no  variety  of  tastes 
to  solicit  his  palate  and  occasion  excess;  nor  in 
the  second,  any  artificial  provocatives  to  relieve 
satiety  and  create  a  false  appetite.  Were  1  to 
prescribe  a  rule  for  drinking,  it  should  be  formed 
upon  a  saying  quoted  by  Sir  William  Temple; 
*The  first  glass  for  nryself,  the  second  for  my 
friends,  the  third  for  good-humour,  and  the  fourth 
for  mine  enemies.'  But  because  it  is  impossible 
for  one  who  lives  in  the  world  to  diet  himself 
always  in  so  philosophical  a  manner,  1  think 
every  man  should  have  his  days  of  abstinence, 
according  as  his  constitution  will  permit.  These 
are  great  reliefs  to  nature,  as  they  qualify  her  for 
struggling  with  hunger  and  thirst,  whenever  any 
distemper  or  duty  of  life  may  put  her  upon  such 
difficulties;  and  at  the  safme  time  give  her  an 
opportunity  of  extricating  herself  irom  her  op- 
pressions, and  recovering  the  several  tones  and 
springs  of  her  distended  vessels.  Besides  that, 
al3stinencc  well-timed,  often  kills  a  sickness  in 
embryo,  and  destroys  the  first  seeds  of  an  indis- 
position. It  is  observed  by  two  or  three  ancient 
authors,  that  Socrates,  notwithstanding  he  lived 
in  Athens  during  that  great  plague,  which  has 
made  so  much  noise  through  all  ages,  and  has 
been  celebrated  at  different  times  by  such  emi- 
nent hands;  I  say,  notwithstanding  tnat  he  lived 
in  the  time  of  this  devouring  pestilence,  he  never 
caught  the  least  infection,  which  those  writer? 
unanimously  ascribe  to  that  uninterrupted  tem- 
perance which  he  always  observed. 
^  And  here  I  can  not  but  mention  an  observatio 
which  I  have  often  made,  upon  reading  the  iiv* 
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of  the  philosophers,  and  comparing  them  with 
any  series  of  Icings  or  great,  men  of  the  same 
number.  If  we  consider  these  ancient  sages,  a 
great  part  of  whose  philosophy  consisted  in  a  tem- 
perate and  abstemious  course  of  life,  one  would 
think  the  life  of  a  philosopher  and  the  life  of  a 
man  were  of  two  different  dates.  For  we  find 
that  the  generality  of  these  wise  men  were  near- 
er an  hundred  than  sixty  years  of  age,  at  the  time 
of  their  respective  deaths.  But  the  most  remark- 
able instance  of  the  efficacy  of  temperance  to- 
wards the  procuring  of  long  life,  is  what  we  meet 
with  in  a  little  book  published  by  Lewis  Cornaro 
the  Venetian ;  which  1  the  rather  mention,  be- 
cause it  is  of  undoubted  credit,  as  the  late  Vene- 
tian ambassador,  who  was  of  the  same  family, 
attested  more  than  once  in  conversation,  when 
he  resided  in  England.  Cornaro,  who  was  the 
author  of  the  little  treatise  I  am  mentioning,  was 
of  an  infirm  constitution,until  about  forty,  when 
by  obstinately  persisting  in  an  exact  course  of 
temperance,  he  recovered  a  perfect  state  of  health; 
insomuch  that  at  fourscore  he  published  his  book, 
which  has  been  translated  into  English  under  the 
title  of  Sure  and  Certain  Methods  of  Attaining  a 
Long  and  Healthy  Life.  He  lived  to  give  a  third 
or  fourth  edition  of  it;  and  after  having  passed 
liis  hundredth  year,  he  died  without  pain  or  ago- 
ny, and  like  one  who  falls  asleep.  The  treatise 
1  niention  has  been  taken  notice  of  by  several 
eminent  authors,  and  is  written  with  such  a  spirit 
of  cheerfulness,  religion,  and  good  sense,  as  are 
the  natural  concomitants  of  temperance  and  so- 
briety. The  mixture  of  the  old  man  in  it  is  rathei, 

a  recommendation  than  a  discredit  to  it. 
Vol.  IV.— 12 
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Having  designed  this  paper  as  the  sec^uel  to 
that  upon  exercise,  I  have  not  here  considered 
temperance  as  it  is  a  moral  virtue,  which  1  shall 
make  the  subject  of  a  future  speculation,  but  only 
as  it  is  the  means  of  health. 

ADDISON.  L. 
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Est  ulubris,  animus  si  te  non  deficit  asquus.   Hob* 

True  happiness  is  to  no  place  coniin'dy 
But  still  is  found  in  a  contented  mind. 

^  MR.  SPECTATOR, 

*  There  is  a  particular  fault  which  1  have  ob 
served  in  most  of  the  moralists  in  all  ages,  and 
that  is,  that  they  are  always  professing  them- 
selves and  teachmg  others  to  be  happy.  This 
state  is  not  to  be  arrived  at  in  this  life,  therefore 
1  would  recommend  to  you  to  talk  in  an  humbler 
strain  than  your  predecessors  have  done,  and  in- 
stead of  presuming  to  be  happy,  instruct  us  only 
to  be  easy.  The  thoughts  oi  him  who  would  be 
discreet,  and  aim  at  practicable  things,  should 
turn  upon  allaying  our  pain  rather  than  promot- 
ing our  joy.  Great  inquietude  is  to  be  avoided, 
but  great  felicity  is  not  to  be  attained.  The  great 
lesson  is  equanimity,  a  regularity  of  spirit,  which 
is  a  little  above  cheerfulness  and  below  mirth. 
Cheerfulness  is  always  to  be  supported  if  a  man 
is  out  of  pain,  but  mirth  to  a  prudent  man  should 
always  be  accidental.  It  should  naturally  arise 
out  of  the  occasion,  and  the  occasion  seldom  bo 
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laid  for  it;  for  those  tempers  who  want  mirth  to 
be  pleased,  are  like  the  constitutions  which  flag 
without  the  use  of  brandy.  Therefore  I  say,  let 
your  precept  be,  *  be  easy.'  That  mind  is  dis- 
solute and  ungoverned,  which  must  be  hurried 
out  of  itself  by  loud  laughter  or  sensual  pleasure, 
or  else  be  wholly  inactive. 

*  There  are  a  couple  of  old  fellows  of  my  ac- 
quaintance who  meet  every  day  and  smoke  a  pipe, 
and  by  their  mutual  love  to  each  other,  though 
they  have  been  men  of  business  and  bustle  in  the 
world,  enjoy  a  greater  tranquillity  than  either 
could  have  worked  himself  into  by  any  chapter 
of  Seneca.  Indolence  of  body  ana  mind,  wnen 
we  aim  at  no  more,  is  very  frequently  enjoyed; 
but  the  very  inquiry  after  happiness  has  some- 
thing restless  in  it,  which  a  man  who  lives  in  a 
series  of  temperate  meals,  friendly  conversa- 
tions, and  easy  slumbers,  gives  himself  no  trouble 
about.  While  men  of  refinement  are  talking  of 
tranauiHity,  he  possesses  it. 

<  What  1  would  by  these  broken  expressions 
recommend  to  you,  Mr.  Spectator,  is,  that  you 
would  speak  of  the  way  of  life  which  plain  men 
maj  pursue,  to  fill  up  the  spaces  of  time  with 
satisfaction.  It  is  a  lamentable  circumilance, 
that  wisdom,  or,  as  you  call  it,  philosophy,  should 
furnish  ideas  only  for  the  learned;  and  that  a 
man  must  be  a  philosopher  to  know  how  to  pass 
away  his  time  agreeably.  It  would  therefore  be 
worth  your  pains  to  place  in  a  handsome  li^ht 
the  relations  and  affinities  among  men,  which 
render  their  conversation  with  each  other  so 
grateful,  that  the  highest  talents  give  but  an  im- 
potent pleasure  in  comparison  with  them.     You 
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may  find  descriptions  and  discourses  which  will 
render  the  fire -side  of  an  honest  artificer  as  en- 
tertaining, as  your  own  club  is  to  you.  ^  Good- 
nature has  an  endless  source  of  pleasure  in  it; 
and  the  representation  of  domestic  life  filled  with 
its  natural  gratifications,  instead  of  the  necessary 
vexations  which  are  generally  insisted  upon  in 
the  writings  of  the  witty,  will  be  a  very  good 
office  to  society. 

<  The  vicissitudes  of  labour  and  rest  in  the 
lower  part  of  mankind,  make  their  being  pass 
away  with  that  sort  of  relish  which  we  express 
by  the  word  comfort;  and  should  be  treated  of 
by  you,  who  are  a  spectator,  as  well  as  such  sub- 
jects which  appear  indeed  more  speculative,  but 
are  less  instructive.  In  a  word,  sir,  I  would 
have  you  turn  your  thoughts  to  the  advanta^  of 
such  as  want  you  most;  and  show  that  simplicity, 
innocence,  industry,  and  temperance,  are  arts 
which  lead  to  tranquillity,  as  much  as  learning, 
wisdom,  knowledge,  ana  contemplation. 

<  I  am,  Sir, 
*  Your  most  humble  servant, 

%  ^  Hackney^  October  12,  1711. 

•MR.  SPECTATOR, 

<  I  am  the  young  woman  whom  you  did  so 
much  justice  to  some  time  ago,  in  acknowledg- 
ing that  I  am  perfect  mistress  of  the  fan,  and  use 
it  with  the  utmost  knowledge  and  dexterity. 
(See  No.  134.|  Indeed  the  world,  as  malicious 
as  it  is,  will  allow,  that  from  a  hurry  of  lauehter 
I  recollect  myself  the  most  suddenly,  make  a 
curtesy,  and  let  fall  my  hands  before  me^  closing 
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my  fan  at  the  same  instant,  the  best  of  any  woman 
in  England.  1  am  not  a  little  delighted  that  1 
have  had  your  notice  and  approbation;  and  how- 
ever young  women  may  rally  me  out  of  envy,  1 
triumph  in  it,  and  demand  a  place  in  your  friend- 
ship. You  must  therefore  permit  me  to  lay  be- 
fore you  the  present  state  of  my  mind.  1  was 
reading  your  Spectator  of  the  9th  instant,  and 
thought  the  circumstance  of  the  ass  divided  be- 
tween two  bundles  of  hay  which  equally  affected 
his  senses,  was  a  lively  representation  of  my 
present  condition,  for  you  are  to  know  that  1  am 
extremely  enamoured  with  two  younic  gentle- 
men who  at  this  time  pretend  to  me.  One  must 
hide  nothing  when  one  is  asking  advice,  there- 
fore I  will  own  to  you,  that  1  am  very  amorous 
and  very  covetous.  My  lover  Will  is  very  rich, 
and  my  lover  Tom  very  handsome.  1  can  have 
either  of  them  when  I  please:  but  when  1  debate 
the  question  in  my  own  mind,  I  can  not  take 
Tom  for  fear  of  losing  WilPs  estate,  nor  enter 
upon  WilPs  estate  and  bid  adieu  to  Tom^s  per- 
son. 1  am  very  young,  and  yet  no  one  in  the 
world,  dear  sir,  has  the  main  chance  more  in  her 
head  than  myself.  Tom  is  the  gayest,  the  blith- 
est creature!  He  dances  well,  is  very  civil,  and 
diverting  at  all  hours  and  seasons.  On!  he  is  the 
joy  of  my  eyes!  But  then  again  Will  is  so  very 
rich  and  careful  of  the  main.  How  many  pretty 
dresses  does  Tom  appear  in  to  charm  me!  But 
then  it  immediately  occurs  to  me,  that  a  man  of 
his  circumstances  is  so  much  the  poorer.  Upon 
the  whole,  1  have  at  last  examined  both  these 
desires  of  love  and  avarice,  and  upon  strictly 
weighing  the  matter,  I  begin  to  think  1  shall  be 
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covetous  longer  than  fond;  therefore  if  you  hare 
nothing  to  say  to  the  contrary,  I  shall  •take  Will 
Alas,  poor  Tom ! 

*  Your  humble  servant, 

^  BIDDF  XOVBl^BSS.' 
9xJBSX<£*  -JL  • 
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Alter  rtxdtur  de  land  saepe  eaprtnd,  et 

Prtypuffnat  m^  armaiua:  scilicet,  vt  mm 

Sit  mihi  prima  fides?  et,  vere  quod  placet,  utnon 

JSieriter  etatrom?  Pretium  edtas  akera  sorikt, 

Jtmbigitur  quid  emmf  Castor  adat,  mn  Boei&spiua, 

Brundusium  Numici  melius  via  ducat,  an  Jippi*     -Hob. 

One  strives  for  trifles,  and  for  toys  contends: 
He  is  in  earnest;  what  he  says,  defends? 

•  That  I  should  not  be  trusted,  right  or  wrong, 

*  Or  be  debarr'd  thefreedom  of  my  tongiie, 

'  And  not  bawl  what  I  please:  To  part  with  this, 

*I  think  another  life  too  mean  a  price.' 

The  question  is — ^Pray,  what? — ^Why,  which  can  boaat 

Or  Docilis,  or  Castor,  knowing  most; 

Or  whether  through  Numicum ben'tas  gfood 

To  fair  Brundusium,  as  the  Appian  road.        Cbbboh. 

Evert  age  a  man  passes  through,  and  way  of 
life  he  engages  in,  has  some  particular  vice  or 
imperfection  naturally  cleaving  to  it,  which  it 
will  require  his  nicest  care  to  avoid.  The^ieveral 
weaknesses  to  which  youth,  old  age  and  man- 
hood are  exposed,  have  long  since  been  set  down 
by  many  both  of  the  poets  sM^d  philosophers;  but 
i  do  not  remember  to  have  met  with  any  authm 
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who  has  treated  of  those  ill  habits  men  are  sub- 
ject* to,  not  so  much  by  reason  of  their  different 
ages  and  tempers,  as  the  particular  professions 
or  business  in  which  they  were  educated  and 
brought  up. 

I  am  the  more  surprised  to  find  this  subject  so 
little  touched  on,  since  what  I  am  here  sj>eaking 
of  is  so  apparent,  as  not  to  escape  the  most  vulgar 
observation.  The  business  men  are  chiefly  con- 
versant in,  does  not  only  give  a  certain  cast  or 
turn  to  their  minds,  but  is  very  often  apparent  in 
their  outward  behaviour,  and  some  oi  the  most 
indifferent  actions  of  their  lives.  It  is  this  air,  dif- 
fusing itself  over  the  whole  man,  which  helps  to 
find  out  a  person  at  his  first  appearance;  so  tha*" 
the  most  careless  observer  fancies  he  can  scarce 
be  mistaken  in  the  carriage  of  a  seaman,  or  the 
gait  of  a  tailor. 

The  liberal  arts,  though  they  may  possibly  have 
less  effect  on  our  external  mien  and  behaviour, 
make  so  deep  an  impression  on  the  mind,  as  is 
very  apt  to  bend  it  wholly  one  way. 

The  mathematician  will  take  little  less  than 
demonstration  in  the  most  common  discourse,, 
and  the  schoolman  is  as  great  a  friend  to  defini- 
tions and  syllogisms.  The  physician  and  divine 
are  often  heard  to  dictate  in  private  companies 
with  the  same  authority  which  they  exercise  over 
their  patients  and  disciples,  while  the  lawyer  is 
putting  cases,  and  raising  matter  of  disputation, 
out  of  "every  thing  that  occurs. 

I  may  possibly  some  time  or  other  animadvert 
more  at  large  oa  the  particular  fault  each  profes- 
sion is  most  infected  with ;  but  shall  at  present 
wholly  apply  myself  to  the  cure  of  what  1  last 
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mentioned,  namely,  that  spirit  of  strife  and  con- 
tention in  the  conversations  of  gentlemen  of  the 
long  robe. 

This  is  the  more  ordinary,  because  these  gen- 
tlemen regarding  argument  as  their  own  proper 
province,  and  very  often  making  ready-money  of 
it,  think  it  unsafe  to  yield  before  company.  They 
are  showing  in  common  talk  how  zealously  they 
could  defend  a  cause  in  court,  and  therefore  fre- 
quently forget  to  keep  that  temper  which  is  abso- 
lutely requisite  to  render  conversation  pleasant 
and  instructive. 

Captain  Sentry  pushes  this  matter  so  far,  that 
I  have  heard  him  say,  *  he  has  known  but  few 
pleaders  that  were  tolerable  company.' 

The  captain,  who  is  a  man  of  good  sense,  but 
dry  conversation,  was  last  night  giving  me  an  ac- 
count of  a  discourse,  in  which  he  had  lately  been 
engaged  with  a  young  wrangler  in  the  law.  <  1 
was  giving  my  opinion,'  says  the  captain,  *  with- 
out apprehending  any  debate  that  might  arise 
from  it,  of  a  general's  behaviour  in  a  battle  that 
was  fought  some  years  before  either  the  Templar 
or  myself  were  born.  The  young  lawyer  imme- 
diately took  me  up,  and  by  reasoning  above  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  upon  a  subject  which  1  saw 
he  understood  nothing  of,  endeavoured  to  show 
me  that  my  opinions  were  ill-grounded.  '  Upon 
which,'  says  the  captain,  <  to  avoid  any  furmer 
contests,  I  told  him,  that  truly  1  had  not  consi- 
dered those  several  arguments  which  he  had 
brought  against  me,  and  that  there  might  be  a 
great  deal  in  them.'  'Ay,  but,'  said  my  anta- 
gonist, who  would  not  let  me  escape  so,  '  there 
are  several  things  to  be  urged  in  favour  of  your 


No.   197.  THE  SPECTATOR.  185 

opinion  which  you  have  omitted;'  and  thereupon 
began  to  shine  upon  the  other  side  of  the  ques- 
tion. *  Upon  this,'  says  the  captain,  *  1  came 
over  to  my  first  sentiments,  and  entirely  acqui- 
esced in  his  reasons  for  my  so  doin^.  Upon 
which  the  Templar  again  recovered  his  former 
posture,  and  confuted  both  himself  and  me  a 
third  time.  *  In  short,'  says  my  friend,  *  I  found 
he  was  resolved  to  keep  me  at  sword's  length, 
and  never  let  me  close  with  him;  so  that  I  bad 
nothing  left  but  to  hold  my  tongue  and  give  my 
antagonist  free  leave  to  smile  at  nis  victory,  who 
I  found  like  Hudibras,  could  still  change  sides 
and  still  confute.' 

For  my  own  part,  1  have  ever  regarded  our 
iAns  of  court  as  nurseries  of  statesmen  and  law- 
givers, which  makes  me  often  frequent  that  part 
of  the  town  with  great  pleasure. 

Upon  my  calling  in  lately  at  one  of  the  most 
noted  Temple  coffee-houses,  1  found  the  whole 
room,  whicn  was  full  of  young  students,  divided 
into  several  parties,  each  of  which  was  deeply 
engaged  in  some  controversy.  The  management 
of  the  late  ministry  was  attacked  and  defended 
with  great  vigour;  and  several  preliminaries  to 
the  peace  were  proposed  by  some,  and  rejected 
by  others;  the  demolishing  of  Dunkirk  was  so 
eagerly  insisted  on,  and  so  warmly  controverted, 
as  had  like  to  have  produced  a  challenge.  In 
short,  I  observed  that  the  desire  of  victory,  whet- 
ted with  the  little  prejudices  of  party  and  interest, 
generally  carried  the  argument  to  such  a  height, 
as  made  the  disputants  insensibly  conceive  an 
aversion  towards  each  other,  and  part  with  the 
highest  dissatisfaction  on  both  sides. 


186  THE  SPECTATOR.  No.  197. 

The  managing  an  argument  handsomely  hieing 
so  nice  a  point,  and  what  I  have  seen  so  very  few 
excel  in,  1  shall  here  set  down  a  few  rules  on 
that  head,  which,  among  other  things,  I  gave  in 
writing  to  a  young  kinsman  of  mine,  who  had 
made  so  great  a  proficiency  in  the  law  that  he 
hegan  to  plead  in  company,  upon  every  subject 
that  was  started. 

Having  the  entire  manuscript  by  me,  I  may, 
perhaps,  from  time  to  time,  publish  such  parts 
of  it  as  I  shall  think  requisite  for  the  instruction 
of  the  British  youth.  What  regards  my  present 
purpose  is  as  follows: 

Avoid  disputes  as  much  as  possible.  In  order 
to  appear  easy  and  well-brea  in  conversation, 
you  may  assure  yourself  that  it  requires  more 
wit,  as  well  as  more  good  humour,  to  improve 
than  to  contradict  the  notions  of  another:  out  if 
you  are  at  any  time  obliged  to  enter  on  an  argu- 
ment, give  your  reasons  with  the  utmost  cool- 
ness and  modesty,  two  things  which  scarce  ever 
fail  of  making  an  impression  on  the  hearers.  Be- 
sides, if  you  are  neither  dogmatical,  nor  show 
either  by  your  actions  or  words  that  you  are  full 
of  yourself,  all  will  the  more  heartily  rejoice  at 
your  victory.  Nay,  should  you  be  pinched  in 
your  argument,  you  may  make  your  retreat 
with  a  very  good  grace:  you  were  never  posi- 
tive, and  are  now  gkd  to  be  better  informed. 
This  has  made  some  approve  the  Socratical  way 
of  reasoning,  where,  while  you  scarce  affix  m  any 
thing,  you  can  hardly  be  caught  in  an  absurdity; 
and  though  possibly  you  are  endeavouring  to 
bring  over  another  to  your  opinion,  which  is 
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firmly  fixed,  you  seem  only  to  desire  information 
from  him. 

In  order  to  keep  that  temper  which  is  so  diflS- 
cult,  and  yet  so  necessary  to  preserve,  you  may 
)lease  to  consider,  that  nothing  can  be  more  un- 
ust  or  ridiculous,  than  to  be  angry  with  another 
)ecause  he  is  not  of  your  opinion.  The  interests, 
education,  and  means  by  which  men  attain  their 
knowledge,  are  so  very  difierent,  that  it  is  impos- 
sible they  should  all  think  alike;  and  he  has  at 
least  as  much  reason  to  be  angry  with  you  as  you 
with  him.  Sometimes  to  keep  yourself  cool,  it 
may  be  of  service  to  ask  yourself  fairly,  '  What 
might  have  been  your  opinion,  had  you  all  the 
biases  of  education  and  interest  your  adversary 
may  possibly  have?'  But  if  you  contend  for  the 
honour  of  victory  alone,  you  may  lay  down  this 
as  an  infallible  maxim,  that  you  can  not  make  a 
more  false  step,  or  give  your  antagonist  a  greater 
advantage  over  you,  than  by  falling  into  a  passion. 

When  an  argument  is  over,  how  many  weighty 
reasons  does  a  man  recollect,  which  his  heat  and 
violence  made  him  utterly  forget? 

It  IS  yet  more  absurd  to  be  angry  with  a  man 
because  he  does  not  apprehend  the  force  of  your 
reasons,  or  gives  weak  ones  of  his  own.  If  you 
argue  for  reputation,  this  makes  your  victory  the 
easier:  he  is  certainly  in  all  respects  an  object  of 
your  pity,  rather  than  anger;  and  if  he  can  not 
comprehend  what  you  do,  you  ought  to  thank 
nature  for  her  favours,  who  has  given  you  so 
much  the  clearer  understanding. 

You  may  please  to  add  this  consideration,  that 
among  your  equals  no  one  values  your  anger, 
which  only  preys  upon  its  master;  and  perhaps 
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you  may  find  it  not  very  consistent  either  twith 
prudence  or  your  ease,  to  punish  yourself  whe»- 
©ver  you  meet  with  a  fool  or  a  knave. 

Lastly,  if  you  propose  to  yourself  the  true  end 
of  argument,  which  is  information,  it  may  be  ar 
seasonable  check  to  your  passion ;  for  if  you  seareh 
purely  after  truth,  it  will  be  almost  ihaiflTerent  to* 
you  where  you  find  it  I  can  not  in  this  place 
omit  an  observation  which  I  have  often  made, 
namely,  that  nothing  procures  a  man  more  esteem^ 
and  less  envy  from  tne  whole  company,  thaa  it 
he  chooses  the  part  of  moderator,  without  en^a^*- 
ing  directly  on  either  side  in  a  dispute.     Th» 

fives  him  the  character  of  impartial^  furnishes 
im  with  an  opportunity  of  sifting  things  to  the 
bottom,  showing  his  judgment,  and  of  sometimes 
making  handsome  compliments  to  each  of  the 
contendinff  parties. 

1  shall  close  this  subject  with  giving  you  one 
caution :  when  you  have  gained  a  victory,  do  not 
push  it  too  far;  it  is  sufficient  to  let  the  company 
and  your  adversary  see  it  is  in  your  power,  but 
that  you  are  too  generous  to  make  use  of  it. 

BTJDGELL.  X. 


\ 
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Cervi  luporum  prasda  rapacium, 
Secfamur  ultro^  quos  opimus 

FaUere  et  effugere  est  triumphus.        Hor.  Od. 

We,  like  the  stag,  the  brinded  wolf  provoke. 
And,  when  retreat  is  victory, 

Rush  on,  though  sure  to  die.  Anon. 

There  is  a  species  of  women  whom  I  shall  dis- 
anguish  by  the  name  of  salamanders.  Now  a 
salamander  is  a  kind  of  heroine  in  chastity,  that 
ireads  upon  fire,  and  lives  in  the  midst  of  flames 
without  oeing  hurt.  A  salamander  knows  no  dis- 
tinction of  sex  in  those  she  converses  with,  grows 
familiar  with  a  stranger  at  first  sight,  and  is  not 
so  narrow  spirited  as  to  observe  whether  the  per- 
son she  talks  to  be  in  breeches  or  petticoats.  She 
admits  a  male  visitant  to  her  bed-side,  plays  with 
him  a  whole  afternoon  at  pic^uet,  walks  with  him 
two  or  three  hours  by  moon-light,  and  is  extreme- 
ly scandalized  at  the  unreasonableness  of  a  hus- 
band, or  the  severity  of  a  parent,  that  would  debar 
the  sex  from  such  innocent  liberties.  Your  sala- 
mander is  therefore  a  perpetual  declaimer  against 
jealousy,  an  admirer  of  the  French  good  breed- 
ing, and  a  great  stickler  for  freedom  in  conver- 
sation. In  short,  the  salamander  lives  in  an  in- 
vincible state  of  simplicity  and  innocence;  her 
constitution  is  preserved  in  a  kind  of  natural  frost; 
she  wonders  what  people  mean  by  temptations, 
and  defies  mankind  to  do  their  worst.  Her  chas- 
tity is  engaged  in  a  constant  ordeal,  or  fiery  trial, 
ike  good  queen  Emma,  the  pretty  innocent  walks 
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blindfold  among  burning  plough-shares,  without 
bein^  scorched  or  singed  oy  them.  * 

It  IS  not  therefore  for  the  use  of  the  salamander, 
whether  in  a  married  or  single  state  of  life,  that  1 
design  the  following  paper;  l^ut  for  such  females 
only  as  are  made  of  flesh  and  blood,  and  find 
themselves  subject  to  human  frailties. 

As  for  this  part  of  the  fair  sex  who  are  not  of 
the  salamander  kind,  1  would  most  earnestly  ad- 
vise them  to  observe  a  quite  different  conduct  in 
their  behaviour;  and  to  avoid  as  much  as  possi- 
ble, what  religion  calls  temptations^  and  the 
world  opportunities.  Did  they  but  know  how 
many  thousands  of  their  sex  have  been  graduall]^ 
betrayed  from  innocent  freedoms  to  ruin  and  in- 
famy, and  how  many  millions  of  ours  have  begun 
with  flatteries,  protestations,  and  endearments, 
but  ended  with  reproaches,  perjury,  and  perfidi-* 
ousness,  thev  would  shun  like  death  the  very 
first  approaches  of  one  that  might  lead  them  into 
inextricable  labyrinths  of  guilt  and  misery.  I 
must  so  far  give  up  the  cause  of  the  male  world, 
as  to  exhort  the  temale  sex  in  the  language  of 
Chamont  in  the  Orphan: 

*  Trust  not  a  man,  we  are  by  nature  false. 
Dissembling',  subtle,  cruel,  and  inconstant 
When  a  man  talks  of  love,  with  caution  trust  him; 
But  if  he  swears,  he  '11  certainly  deceive  thee.* 

*  Emma  was  the  mother  of  king  Edward  the  Confessor* 
and  being  suspected  of  unchastitv,  was,  as  a  trial  of  her 
innocence,  made  to  walk  hood-wmked  and  bare-foot  over 
nine  red-hot  ploughshares.  This  which  was  called*  the' 
Ordeal-trial,  Emma  is  ssdd  to  have  performed  unhurt.  Sea^ 
J^ayle's  Diet  Art.  Emma;. 
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1  misht  very  much  enlarge  upon  this  subject, 
but  shall  conclude  it  with  a  story  which  I  lately 
heard  from  one  of  our  Spanish  officers,  and  which 
may  show  the  danger  a  woman  incurs  by  too 
great  familiarities  with  a  male  companion. 

An  inhabitant  of  the  kingdom  of  Castile,  be- 
ing a  man  of  more  than  ordmary  prudence,  and 
of  a  grave  composed  behaviour,  determined,  about 
the  fiftieth  year  of  his  age,  to  enter  upon  wed- 
lock. In  order  to  make  himself  easy  in  it,  he 
cast  his  eye  upon  a  young  woman  who  had  no- 
thing to  recommend  her  but  her  beauty  and  her 
education,  her  parents  having  been  reduced  to 
great  poverty  by  the  wars,  which  for  some  years 
had  laid  that  whole  country  waste.  The  Casti- 
lian  having  made  his  addresses  to  her  and  marri- 
ed her,  they  lived  together  in  perfect  happiness 
for  some  time;  when  at  length  the  husband's  af- 
fairs made  it  necessary  for  him  to  take  a  voyage 
to  the  kingdom  of  Naples,  where  a  great  part  of 
his  estate  lay.  The  wife  loved  him  too  tender- 
ly to  be  left  behind  him.  They  had  not  been  a 
shipboard  above  a  day,  when  they  unluckily  fell 
into  the  hands  of  an  Algerine  pirate,  who  carried 
the  whole  company  on  shore,  and  made  them 
slaves.  The  Castilian  and  his  wife  had  the  com- 
fort of  being  under  the  same  master;  who  seeing 
how  dearly  they  loved  one  another,  and  gasped 
after  their  liberty,  demanded  a  most  exorbitant 

Erice  for  their  ransom.  The  Castilian,  though 
e  would  rather  have  died  in  slavery  himself 
than  have  paid  such  a  sum  as  he  found  would  go 
neario  ruin  him,  was  so  moved  with  compassion 
towards  his  wife,  that  he  sent  repeated  orders  to 
bis  friend  in  Spain  (who  happened  to  be  his  next 
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relation)  to  sell  his  estate,  and  transmit  the  mo- 
ney to  him.  His  friend,  hoping  that  the  terms 
of  his  ransom  might  be  made  more  reasonable, 
and  unwilling  to  sell  an  estate  which  he  himself 
had  some  prospect  of  inheriting,  formed  so  many 
delays,  that  three  whole  years  passed  away  with- 
out any  thing  being  done  for  the  setting  them  at 
liberty. 

There  happened  to  live  a  French  renegade  in 
the  same  place  where  the  Castilian  and  his  wife 
were  kept  prisoners.  As  this  fellow  had  in  him 
all  the  vivacity  of  his  nation,  he  often  entertain- 
ed the  captives  with  accounts  of  his  own  adven- 
tures; to  which  he  sometimes  added  a  song  or  a 
dance,  or  some  other  piece  of  mirth,  to  divert 
them  during  their  confinement.  His  acquaint- 
ance with  the  manners  of  the  Algerines  enabled 
him  likewise  to  do  them  several  good  offices. 
The  Castilian,  as  he  was  one  day  in  conversation 
with  this  renegade,  discovered  to  him  the  negli- 
gence and  treachery  of  his  correspondent  in  Cas- 
tile, and  at  the  same  time  asked  his  advice  how 
he  should  behave  himself  in  that  exigency:  he 
further  told  the  renegado,  that  he  found  it  would 
be  impossible  for  him  to  raise  the  money  unless 
he  himself  might  go  over  to  dispose  of  his  estate. 
The  renegado,  after  having  represented  to  him 
that  his  Algerine  master  would  never  consent  to 
his  release  upon  such  a  pretence,  at  length  con- 
trived a  method  for  the  Castilian  to  make  his 
escape  in  the  habit  of  a  seaman.  The  Castilian 
succeeded  in  his  attempt;  and  having  sold  his 
estate,  being  afraid  lest  the  money  should  mis- 
carry by  the  way,  and  determined  to  perish  wiA 
it  rather  than  lose  one  who  was  much  dearer  to 
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him  than  his  life,  he  returned  himself  in  a  little 
vessel  that  was  going  to  Alaiers.  It  is  impossi- 
ble to  describe  the  joy  he  felt  upon  this  occasion, 
when  he  considered  that  he  should  soon  see  the 
wife  whom  he  so  much  loved,  and  endear  him- 
self more  to  her  by  this  uncommon  piece  of  gen- 
erosity. 

The  renegado,  during  the  husband's  absence, 
so  insinuated  himself  into  the  good  graces  of  his 
young  wife,  and  so  turned  her  head  with  stories 
of  gallantry,  that  she  quickly  thought  him  the 
finest  gentleman  she  had  ever  conversed  with. 
To  be  orief,  her  mind  was  quite  alienated  from 
the  honest  Castilian,  whom  she  was  taught  to 
look  upon  as  a  formal  old  fellow,  unworthy  the 
possession  of  so  charming  a  creature.  She  had 
oeen  instructed  by  the  renegado  how  to  manage 
herself  upon  his  arrival;  so  that  she  received 
him  with  an  appearance  of  the  utmost  love 
and  gratitude,  and  at  length  persuaded  him  to 
trust  their  common  friend  the  renegado  with  the 
money  he  had  brought  over  for  their  ransom ;  as 
not  questioning  but  he  would  beat  down  the 
terms  of  it,  and  negotiate  the  affair  more  to  their 
advantage  than  they  themselves  could  do.  The 
good  man  admired  her  prudence,  and  followed 
her  advice.  1  wish  1  could  conceal  the  sequel  of 
this  story ;  but  since  I  can  not,  1  shall  despatch  it 
in  as  few  words  as  possible.  The  Castilian  hav- 
ing slept  longer  than  ordinary  the  next  morning, 
upon  his  awaking  found  his  wife  had  left  him : 
he  immediately  arose  and  inquired  after  her,  but 
was  told  that  she  was  seen  with  the  renegado 
ab<mt  break  of  day.  In  a  word,  her  lover  harv* 
iog  got  all  things  ready  for  their  departuns,  thev 

Voito  IV.— 18 


194  THE  SPECTATOR.  No.    199. 

soon  made  their  escape  out  of  the  territories  of 
Algiers,  carried  away  the  money,  and  left  the 
Castilian  in  captivity;  who,  partly  through  the 
cruel  treatment  of  the  incensed  Algerine  his  mas- 
ter, and  partly  through  the  unkind  usage  of  his 
unfaithful  wife,  died  some  few  months  after. 

ADDISON.  L. 
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Scrihere  jussit  amor,     Ovid. 


Love  bade  me  write. 

The  following  letters  are  written  with  such  an 
air  of  sincerity  that  1  can  not  deny  the  inserting 
of  them. 

*  MR.  SPECTATOR, 

'  Though  you  are  every  where  in  your  writ- 
ings a  friend  to  women,  I  do  not  remember  that 
you  have  directly  considered  the  mercenary  prac- 
tice of  men  in  the  choice  of  wives.  If  you  would 
please  to  employ  your  thoughts  upon  that  sub- 
ject, you  would  easily  conceive  the  miserable 
condition  many  of  us  are  in,  who,  not  only  from 
the  laws  of  custom  and  modesty,  are  restrained 
from  making  any  advances  towards  our  wishes, 
but  are  also,  from  the  circumstance  of  fortune, 
out  of  all  hope  of  being  addressed  to  by  those 
wnom  we  love.  Under  all  these  disadvantages 
I  am  obliged  to  apply  myself  to  you,  and  hope  I 
shall  prevail  with  you  to  print  in  your  very  next 
oaper  the  following  letter^  which  is  a  declaration 
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of  passion  to  one  who  has  made  some  faint  ad- 
dresses to  me  for  some  time.  1  believe  he  ar- 
dently loves  me;  but  the  inequality  of  my  for- 
tune makes  him  think  he  can  not  answer  it  to 
the  world  if  he  pursues  his  designs  by  way  of 
marriage;  and  1  fcelieve,  as  he  does  not  want  dis- 
cernment, he  discovered  me  looking  at  him  the 
other  day  unawares  in  such  a  manner  as  has  rais- 
ed his  hopes  of  gaining  me  on  terms  the  men 
call  easier.  But  my  heart  was  very  full  on  this 
occasion;  and  if  you  know  what  love  and  honour 
are,  you  will  pardon  me  that  I  use  no  farther 
argument  with  you,  but  hasten  to  my  letter  to 
him  whom  1  call  Oroondates;  because  if  1  do  not 
succeed,  it  shall  look  like  romance;  and  if  1  am 
regarded,  you  shall  receive  a  pair  of  glove  sat  my 
wedding,  sent  to  you  under  the  name  of  Statira.' 

«T0  OROONDATES. 
^  SIR, 

*  After  very  much  perplexity  in  myself,  and 
revolving  how  to  acquaint  you  with  my  own  sen- 
timents, and  expostulate  with  you  concerning 
yours,  I  hav^e  chosen  this  way,  by  which  means 
I  can  be  at  once  revealed  to  you,  or  if  you  please, 
lie  concealed.  If  1  do  not  within  a  few  days  find 
the  effect  which  1  hope  from  this,  the  whole  af- 
fair shall  be  buried  in  oblivion.  But  alas!  what 
am  1  going  to  do,  when  1  am  about  to  tell  you 
that  1  love  you?  But  after  I  have  done  so,  I  am 
to  assure  you  that,  with  all  the  passion  which 
ever  entered  a  tender  heart,  I  know  1  can  banish 
you  from  my  sight  for  ever,  when  1  am  con- 
vinced that  you  have  no  inclinations  towards  me 
but  to  my  dishonour.  But,  alas!  sir,  why  should 
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you  sacrifice  the  real  and  essential  hap>pines6  ef 
life  to  the  opinion  of  a  world  that  moves  upon  no 
other  foundation  but  professed  error  and  preju- 
dice? You  all  can  observe,  that  riches  alone  do 
not  make  you  happy,  and  yet  give  up  every 
thing  else  when  it  stands  in  competition  witn 
riches.  Since  the  world  is  so  bad,  that  religion 
is  left  to  us  silly  women,  and  you  men  act  gene- 
rally upon  principles  of  profit  and  pleasure,  1  will 
talk  to  you  without  arguing  from  any  thing  but 
what  may  be  most  to  your  advantage  as  a  man 
of  the  world.  And  1  will  lay  before  you  the 
state  of  the  case,  supposing  that  you  had  it  in 
your  power  to  make  me  your  mistress  or  your 
wife,  and  hope  to  convince  you  that  the  latter  is 
more  for  your  interest,  and  will  contribute  mort 
to  your  pleasure. 

<  We  will  suppose  then  the  scene  was  laid,  and 
you  were  now  in  expectation  of  the  approaching 
evening  wherein  1  was  to  meet  you,  and  be  car- 
ried to  what  convenient  corner  of  the  town  you 
thought  fit,  to  consummate  all  which  jour  wao- 
ton  imagination  has  promised  to  you  m  the  pos- 
session 01  one  who  is  in  the  bloom  of  youth  and  ifi 
the  reputation  of  innocence:  you  would  soon  has^e 
enough  of  me,  as  I  am  sprightly,  young,  gay  a^ 
airy.  When  fancy  is  sated,  and  finds  ail  the 
promises  it  made  itself  false,  where  is  now  Uie 
innocence  which  charmed  you?  The  first  hour 
you  are  alone  you  will  find  that  the  pleasure  of  a 
•debauchee  is  only  that  of  a  destroyer:  he  blasts 
all  the  fruit  he  tastes;  and  where  the  brute  ha« 
been  devouring,  there  is  nothing  left  worthy  the 
relish  of  the  man.  Reason  resumes  her  plajo^ 
after  imagination  is  cloyed:  and  I  aaaiy  wiib  tbi^ 
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utmost  distress  and  confusion,  to  behold  myself 
the  cause  of  uneasy  reflections  to  you,  to  be  visit- 
ed by  stealth,  and'  dwell  for  the  future  with  the 
two  companions,  (the  most  unfit  for  each  other 
in  the  world)  solitude  and  guilt.  I  will  not  in- 
sist upon  the  shameful  obscurity  we  should  pass 
our  time  in,  nor  run  over  the  little  short  snatches 
of  fresh  air  and  free  commerce  which  all  people 
must  be  satisfied  with  whose  actions  will  not  bear 
examination,  but  leave  them  to  your  reflections, 
who  have  seen  of  that  life  of  which  1  have  but  a 
mere  idea. 

^  On  the  other  hand,  if  you  can  be  so  good  and 
generous  as  to  make  me  your  wife,  you  may  pro- 
mise yourself  all  the  obedience,  and  tenderness 
with  which  gratitude  can  inspire  a  virtuous  wo- 
man. Whatever  gratifications  you  may  promise 
yourself  from  an  agreeable  person,  whatever  com- 
pliances from  an  easy  temper,  whatever  consola- 
tions from  a  sincere  friendship,  you  may  expect 
as  the  due  of  your  generosity.  What  at  present, 
in  your  ill  view,  you  promise  yourself  from  me, 
will  be  followed  by  distaste  and  satiety,  but  the 
transports  of  a  virtuous  love  are  the  least  part  of 
its  happiness.  The  raptures  of  innocent  passion 
are  but  like  lightning  to  the  day;  they  rather  in- 
terrupt than  advance  the  pleasure  of  it.  How 
happy  then  is  that  life  to  be,  where  the  highest 
pleasures  of  sense  are  but  the  lowest  parts  of  its 
felicity ! 

<  Now  am  1  to  repeat  to  you  the  unnatural  re- 
quest of  taking  me  in  direct  terms.  I  know 
tnere  stands  between  me  and  that  happiness  the 
haughty  daughter  of  a  man  who  can  give  you 
gui.ably  to  your  fortune.     But  if  you  weigh  the 
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attendaace  and  behaviaur  of  her  who  comes  to 
you  m  parixiership  of  your  fortUQe,  and  expects 
an  equivalent,  with  that  of  her  who  enters  your 
hoMBe  as  honoured  and  obliged  by  that  permis- 
flion,  whom  of  the  two  will  you  chooser  You, 
periiaps,  wHl  think  fit  to  spend  a  day  abroad,  in 
the  common  entertainments  of  men  of  sense  and 
fortune;  she  will  think  herself  ill-used  in  that 
absence,  and  contrive  at  home  an  expense  pro- 
portioned to  the  appearance  which  you  mali^  in 
the  world.  She  is  m  all  tilings  to  have  a  regard 
to  the  fortune  which  she  brought  you,  I  to  the 
fortune  to  which  you  introduced  me.  The  com- 
merce between  you  two  will  eternally  have  the 
air  of  a  bargain,  between  us  of  a  friendship;  joy 
will  ever  enter  into  the  room  with  you,  and  kind 
wishes  attend  my  benefactor  when  he  leaves  it 
Ask  yourself,  how  would  you  be  pleased  to  en- 
joy for  ever  the  pleasure  of  having  laid  an  im- 
mediate obligation  on  a  grateful  mind?  Such  will 
be  your  case  with  me.  In  the  other  marriage 
you  will  live  in  a  constant  comparison  of  bene- 
fits, and  never  know  the  happiness  of  conferring 
or  receiving  any. 

*  It  may  be  you  will,  after  all,  act  rather  in  the 
prudential  wav,  according  to  the  sense  of  the 
ordinary  worm.  I  know  not  what  I  think  or  say 
when  that  melancholy  reflection  comes  upon  me; 
but  shall  only  add  more,  that  it  is  in  your  power 
to  make  me  your  grateful  wife,  but  never  your 
abandoned  mistress.' 

STEELE.  T. 
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Vindi  amor  patrise Viae.  Mv, 

The  JioMeat  motive  is  the  pdblic  good. 

TsE  ambitkm  of  princes  is  many  times  as  huit* 
ful  to  themselves  as  to  their  people.  This  can 
not  be  doubted  of  such  as  prove  unfortunate  la 
their  wars,  but  it  is  often  true  too  of  those  who 
are  celebrated  for  their  successes.  If  a  sevcre-vie  vr 
were  to  be  taken  of  their  conduct,  if  the  profit 
and  loss  by  their  wars  could  be  justly  balanced, 
it  would  be  rarely  found  that  the  conquest  is  suf- 
ficient to  repay  the  cost. 

As  I  was  the  other  day  looking  over  the  letters 
of  my  correspondents,  I  took  this  hint  from  that 
of  Philarithmus,  (See  No.  180)  which  has  turned 
my  present  thoughts  upon  political  arithmetic,  an 
artof  jgreater  use  than  entertainment.  My  friend 
has  offered  an  essay  towards  proving,  that  Louis 
XIV.  with  all  his  acquisitions,  is  not  master  ot 
more  people  than  at  the  beginning  of  his  wars; 
nay,  that  for  ev«ry  subject  he  had  acquired,  he 
had  lost  three  that  were  his  inheritance;  if  Phila- 
rithmus is  not  mistaken  in  his  calculations,  Louis 
must  have  been  impov^ished  by  his  ambition. 

The  prince,  for  the  public  good,  has  a  sovereign 
property  in  every  private  person's  estate,  and  con- 
sequently his  riches  must  increase  or  decrease  in 
oroportion  to  the  number  and  riches  of  his  sub- 
jects. For  example:  if  sword  or  pestilence  should 
destroy  all  the  people  of  this  metropolis  (God  for- 
bid there  should  be  room  for  such  a  supposition. 
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but  if  this  should  be  the  case,)  the  queen  must 
needs  lose  a  great  part  of  her  revenue,  or  at  least 
what  is  charged  upon  the  city  must  increase  the 
burden  upon  the  rest  of  her  subjects.  Perhaps 
the  inhabitants  here  are  not  above  a  tenth  part  of 
the  whole;  yet  as  they  are  better  fed,  and  cloth- 
ed, and  lodged,  than  her  other  subjects,  the  cus- 
toms and  excises  upon  their  consumption,  the  im- 
posts upon  their  houses,  and  other  taxes,  do  very 
probably  make  a  fifth  part  of  the  whole  revenue 
of  the  crown.  But  this  is  not  all;  the  consump- 
tion of  the  city  takes  off  a  great  part  of  the  fruitf 
of  the  whole  island;  and  as  it  pays  such  a  propor 
tion  of  the  rent,  or  yearly  value  of  the  lan^  in 
the  country,  so  it  is  the  cause  of  paying  such  a 
proportion  of  taxes  upon  those  lands.  The  loss 
then  of  such  a  people  must  needs  be  sensible  to 
the  prince,  and  visible  to  the  whole  kingdom. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  it  should  please  God  to 
drop  from  heaven  a  new  people  equal  in  number 
and  riches  to  the  city,  I  should  be  ready  to  think 
their  excises,  customs  and  house-rent,  would  raise 
as  great  a  revenue  to  the  crown  as  would  be 
lost  in  the  former  case.  And  as  the  consumption 
of  this  new  body  would  be  a  new  market  for  the 
fruits  of  the  country,  all  the  lands,  especially 
those  most  adjacent,  would  rise  in  their  yearly 
value,  and  pay  greater  yearly  taxes  to  the  public. 
The  gain  in  this  case  would  be  as  sensible  as  the 
former  loss. 

Whatsoever  is  assessed  upon  the  general,  is 
levied  upon  individuals.  It  were  worth  the  while 
then  to  consider  what  is  paid  by,  or  by  means  of, 
the  meanest  subjects,  in  order  to  compute  the 
value  of  every  subject  to  the  prince. 
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For  my  own  part,  I  should  believe  that  seven 
eighths  of  the  people  are  without  property  in 
then>se)ves  or  tne  heads  of  their  families,  and 
forced  to  work  for  their  daily  bread:  and  that  oi 
this  sort  there  are  seven  millions  in  the  whole 
island  of  Great-Britain:  and  yet  one  would  ima 
ginethat  seven-eighths  of  the  whole  people  shoulw 
consume  at  least  three-fourths  of  the  whole  fruit? 
of  the  country.  If  this  is  the  case,  the  subjects 
without  property  pay  three-fourths  of  the  rents, 
and  consequently  enable  the  landed  men  to  pay 
three-fourtns  of  their  taxes.  Now,  if  so  great  a 
part  of  the  land-tax  were  to  be  divided  by  seven 
millions,  it  would  amount  to  more  than  three  shil- 
lings to  every  head^  And  thus  as  the  poor  are 
the  cause,  without  which  the  rich  could  not  pay 
this  tax,  even  the  poorest  subject  is,  upon  this  ac- 
count, worth  three  shilling  yearly  to  the  prince. 

Again,  one  would  imagme  the  consumption  of 
seven-eighths  of  the  whole  people  should  pay 
two-thirds  of  all  the  customs  and  excises.  And 
if  this  sum  too  should  be  divided  by  seven  mil- 
lions, viz.  the  number  of  poor  people,  it  would 
amount  to  more  than  seven  (Shillings  to  every 
head:  and  therefore,  with  this  and  the  former 
sum,  every  poor  subject,  without  property,  ex- 
cept of  his  limbs  or  labour,  is  worth  at  least  ten 
shillings  yearly  to  the  sovereign.  So  much  then 
the  queen  loses  with  every  one  of  her  old,  and 
gains  with  -every  one  of  her  new  subjects. 

When  1  was  got  into  this  way  <rf  thinking,  1 
presently  grew  conceited  with  the  argument,  and 
was  just  preparing  to  write  a  letter  of  advice  to  a 
member  of  parliament,  for  opening  the  freedom 
of  our  towns  and  trades,  for  taking  away  all  man- 
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ner  of  distinctions  between  the  natives  and  fo- 
reigners, for  repeating  our  laws  of  parish  settle- 
ments, and  removing  every  other  obstacle  to  the 
increase  of  the  .people.  But  as  soon  as  I  had  re-, 
collected  with  what  inimitable  eloquence  my  fel- 
low-labourers had  exaggerated  the  mischiefs  of 
selling  the  birth-right  of  .Britons  for  a  shilling,  of 
spoiling  the  pure  British  blood  with  foreign  mix- 
tures, of  introducing  a  confusion  of  languages  and 
religions,  and  of  letting  in  strangers  to  eat  the 
bread  out  of  the  mouths  of  our  own  people,  I  be- 
came so  humble  as  to  let  my  project  tall  to  the 
ground,  and  leave  my  country  to  increase  by  the 
ordinary  way  of  generation. 

As  I  have  always  at  heart  the  public  good,  so  I 
am  ever  contriving  schemes  to  promote  it;  and  I 
think  I  may,  without  vanity,  pretend  to  have  con- 
trived some  as  wise  as  any  oi  the  castle-builders. 
1  had  no  sooner  given  up  my  former  project,  but 
my  head  was  presently  full  of  draining  fens  and 
marshes,  banking  out  the  sea,  and  joining  new 
lands  to  my  country;  for  since  it  is  thought  im- 
practicable to  increase  the  people  to  the  land,  I 
fell  immediately  to  consider  how  much  would  be 
gained  to  the  prince  by  increasing  the  land  to  the 
people. 

If  the  same  omnipotent  Power  which  made  the 
world,  should  at  this  time  raise  out  of  the  ocean, 
and  join  to  Great- Britain,  an  equal  extent  of  land, 
with  equal  buildings,  corn,  cattle,  and  other  con- 
veniencies  and  necessaries  of  life,  but  no  men, 
women,  nor  children,  I  should  hardly  believe 
this  would  add  either  to  the  riches  of  the  people 
or  revenue  of  the  prince;  for  since  the  present 
buildings  are  sufficient  for  all  the  inhabitants^  if 
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any  of  them  should  forsake  the  old  to  inhabit  the 
new  part  of  the  island,  the  increase  of  house-rent 
in  this  would  be  attended  with  at  least  an  equal 
decrease  of  it  in  the  other:  besides,  we  have  such 
a  sufficiency  of  corn  and  cf»ttle,  that  we  giv<*. 
bounties  to  our  neighbours  to  take  what  exceeds 
of  the  former  off  our  hands;  and  we  will  not  suffer 
any  of  the  latter  to  be  imported  upon  us  by  our 
fellow  subjects:  and  for  the  remaming  product 
of  the  country,  it  is  already  equal  to  all  our  mar- 
kets. But  if  all  these  things  should  be  doubled 
to  the  same  buyers,  the  owners  must  be  glad  with 
half  their  present  prices,  the  landlords  with  half 
their  present  rents;  and  thus  by  so  great  an  en- 
largement of  the  country,  the  rents  m  the  whole 
would  not  increase,  nor  the  taxes  to  the  public. 

On  the  contrary,  1  should  believe  they  would 
be  very  much  diminished;  for  as  the  land  is  only 
valuable  for  its  fruits,  and  these  are  all  perisha- 
ble, and  for  the  most  part  must  either  oe  used 
within  the  year  or  perish  without  use,  the  own- 
ers will  get  rid  of  them  at  any  rate  rather  than 
they  should  waste  in  their  possession:  so  that  it 
is  probable  the  annual  production  of  those  perish- 
able things,  even  of  one-tenth  part  of  them  be- 
yond  all  possibility  of  use,  will  reduce  one-half 
of  their  value.  It  seems  to  be  for  this  reason 
that  our  neighbour  merchants,*  who  engross  all 
the  spices,  and  know  how  great  a  quantity  is 
equal  to  the  demand,  destroy  all  that  exceeds  it. 
It  were  natural  then  to  think  that  the  annual  pro- 
duction of  twice  as  much  as  can  be  used  must  re- 
duce all  to  an  eighth  part  of  their  present  prices* 

•  The  Hollanders. 
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and  thus  this  extended  island  would  not  exceed 
ont-fourth  part  of  its  present  value,  or  pay  more 
than  one-fourth  part  of  the  present  tax. 

It  is  generally  observed,  that  in  countries  of 
the  greatest  plenty  there  is  the  poorest  living: 
like  the  schoolman's  ass  in  one  of  my  specula- 
tions (No.  191,)  the  people  almost  starve  between 
two  meals.  The  truth  is,  the  poor,  who  are  the 
bulk  of  a  nation,  work  only  that  they  may  live; 
and  if  with  two  days  labour  they  can  get  a 
wretched  subsistence  for  a  week,  they  will  hard- 
k^  be  brought  to  work  the  ather  four;  but  then 
with  the  wages  of  two  days  they  can  neither  pay 
such  prices  ^r  their  provisions,  nor  such  excises* 
to  the  government. 

The  paradox^  therefore  in  Old  Hesiod,  ctxeov 
9jfiv(sv  crow^oj,  or  <  half  is  more  than  the  whole,'  is 
very  applicable  to  the  present  case;  since  nothing 
is  more  true  in  political  arithmetic  than  that  the 
same  people  with  half  a  country  is  more  valuable 
than  with  the  whole.  I  begin  to  think  there 
was  nothing  absurd  in  Sir  W.  Petty,  when  he 
fancied  if  all  the  Highlands  of  Scotland,  and  the 
whole  kingdom  of  Ireland  were  sunk  in  the  ocean, 
so  that  the  people  were  all  saved  and  brought 
into  the  Lowlands  of  Great  Britain;  nay,  though 
they  were  to  be  reimbursed  the  value  of  their 
estates  by  the  body  of  the  people,  yet  both  the 
sovereign  and  the  subjects  in  general  would  be 
enriched  by  the  very  loss. 

If  the  people  only  make  the  riches^  the  fa^cr 
often  children  is  a  greater  benefactor  to  his  coun- 
try than  he  who  has  added  to  it  1 0,000  acres  of 
land  and  no  people.  It  is  certain  Louis  has  join* 
ed  vast  tracts  of  land  to  his  dominions:  but  ii 
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Philarithmus  says  true,  that  he  is  not  now  master 
of  so  many  subjects  as  before,  we  may  then  ac- 
count for  his  not  being  able  to  bring  such  mighty 
armies  into  the  field;  and  for  their  oeing  neither 
so  well  fed,  nor  clothed,  nor  paid,  as  formerly. 
The  reason  is  plain,  Louis  must  needs  have  been 
impoverished  not  onlv  by  his  loss  of  subjects,  but 
by  his  acquisition  of  lands. 

STEELE.  T. 
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Bekgeatem  es$c  oportel,  reUgiosum  nefaa. 

Incerti  Auctoris  apud  Aui..  Gsix. 

A  man  should  be  religious,  not  superstitious. 

It  is  of  the  last  importance  to  season  the  pas- 
sions of  a  child  with  devotion,  which  seloom 
dies  in  a  mind  that  has  received  an  early  tincture 
of  it.  Though  it  may  seem  extinguished  for  a 
while  by  the  cares  of  the  world,  the  heats  of  youth, 
or  the  allurements  of  vice,  it  generally  breaks 
out  and  discovers  itself  again  as  soon  as  discre- 
tion, consideration,  age,  or  misfortunes,  have 
brought  the  man  to  himself.  The  fire  may  be 
covered  and  overlaid,  but  can  not  be  entirely 
quenched  and  smothered. 

A  state  of  temperance,  sobriety,  and  justice, 
without  devotion,  is  a  cold,  lifeless,  insipid  con- 
dition of  virtue;  and  is  rather  to  be  styled  philo- 
sophy than  religion.  Devotion  opens  the  mind 
to  great  conceptions,  and  fills  it  with  more  sub- 
lime ideas  than  any  that  are  to  be  met. with  in 
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the  most  exalted  science;  and  at  the  same  time 
warms  and  agitates  the  soul  more  than  sensual 
pleasure. 

It  has  been  observed  by  some  writers,  that  man 
IS  more  distinguished  from  the  animal  world  by 
devotion  than  by  reason,  as  several  brute  crea- 
tures discover  in  their  actions  something  like  a 
faint  glimmering  of  reason,  although  they  betray 
in  no  single  circumstance  of  their  oehaviour  any 
thing  that  bears  the  least  affinity  to  devotion.  It 
is  certain  the  propensity  of  the  mind  to  religious 
worship,  the  natural  tendency  of  the  soul  to  fly 
to  some  superior  being  for  succour  in  dangers  ^ 
and  distresses,  the  gratitude  to  an  invisible  su- 
perintendant  which  rises  in  us  upon  receiving 
any  extraordinary  and  unexpected  good  fortune, 
the  acts  of  love  and  admiration  with  which  the 
thoughts  of  men  are  so  wonderfully  transported 
in  meditating  upon  the  divine  perfections,  and 
the  universal  concurrence  of  all  the  nations  under 
heaven  in  the  great  article  of  adoration,  plainly 
show,  that  devotion  or  religious  worship  must  be 
the  effect  of  tradition  from  some  first  founder  of 
mankind,  or  that  it  is  conformable  to  the  natural 
light  of  reason,  or  that  it  proceeds  from  an  in- 
stinct implanted  in  the  soul  itself.  For  my  part, 
I  look  upon  all  these  to  be  the  concurrent  causes; 
but  which  ever  of  them  shall  be  assigned  as  the 
principle  of  divine  worship,  it  manifestly  points 
to  a  Supreme  Being  as  the  first  author  of  it. 

I  may  take  some  other  opportunity  of  consider- 
ing those  particular  forms  and  methods  of  devo- 
tion which  are  taught  us  by  Christianity;  but  shall 
here  observe  into  what  errors  even  this  divine 
principle  may  sometimes  lead  us,  when  it  is  not 
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moderated  by  that  right  reason  which  was  given 
us  as  the  guide  of  all  our  actions. 

The  two  great  errors  into  which  a  mistaken 
devotion  may  betray  us,  are  enthusiasm  and  su- 
perstition. 

There  is  not  a  more  melancholy  object  than  a 
man  who  has  his  head  turned  with  religious  en- 
thusiasm. A  person  that  is  crazed,  though  with 
pride  or  malice,  is  a  sight  very  mortifying  to  hu- 
man nature;  but  when  the  distemper  arises  from 
any  indiscreet  fervours  of  devotion,  or  too  in- 
tense an  application  of  the  mind  to  its  mistaken 
duties,  it  deserves  our  compassion  in  a  more  par- 
ticular manner.  We  may  however  learn  this  les- 
son from  it,  that  since  devotion  itself  (which  one 
would  be  apt  to  think  could  not  be  too  warm) 
may  disorder  the  mind,  unless  its  heats  are  tem- 
pered with  caution  and  prudence,  we  should  be 
particularly  careful  to  keep  our  reason  as  cool  as 
possible,  and  to  guard  ourselves  in  all  parts  of  life 
against  the  influence  of  passion,  imagination,  and 
constitution. 

Devotion,  when  it  does  not  lie  under  the  check 
of  reason,  is  very  apt  to  degenerate  into  enthusi- 
asm. When  the  mind  finds  herself  very  much 
inflamed  with  her  devotions,  she  is  too  much  in- 
clined to  think  they  are  not  of  her  own  kindling, 
but  blown  up  by  something  divine  within  her.  If 
she  indulges  this  thought  too  far,  and  humours 
the  growing  passion,  sheatlast  flings  herself  into 
imaginary  raptures  and  ecstacies;  and  when  once 
she  fancies  herself  under  the  influence  of  a  divine 
impulse,  it  is  no  wonder  if  she  slights  human  or- 
dinances, and  refuses  to  comply  with  any  estab- 
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lished  form  of  religion,  as  thinking  herself  direct* 
ed  by  a  much  superior  guide. 

As  enthusiasm  is  a  kind  of  excess  in  devotion, 
-superstition  is  the  excess  not  only  of  devotion, 
but  of  religion  in  general,  according  to  an  old 
heathen  saying,  quoted  by  Aulus  Gellius,  JReli- 
gentem  esse  oportetj  religiosum  nefas:  *A 
man  should  be  religious,  not  superstitious. '  For, 
as  the  author  tells  uis,  Nigidius  observed  upon 
this  passage,  that  the  Latin  words  which  termi- 
nate in  osus  generally  imply  vicious  characters, 
and  the  having  of  any  (jualit)^  to  an  excess. 

An  enthusiast  in  religion  is  like  an  obstinate 
clown;  a  superstitious  man  like  an  insipid  cour- 
tier. Enthusiasm  has  something  in  it  of  mad- 
ness; superstition  of  folly.  Most  of  the  sects  that 
fall  short  of  the  church  of  England  have  in  them 
strong  tinctures  of  enthusiasm,  as  the  Roman 
Oatholic  religion  is  one  huge  overgrown  body  of 
childish  and  idle  superstitions. 

The  Roman  Catholic  church  seems  indeed  ir- 
recoverably lost  in  this  particular.  If  an  absurd 
dress  or  behaviour  be  introduced  in  the  world,  it 
will  soon  be  found  out  and  discarded ;  on  the  con- 
trary, a  habit  or  ceremony,  though  never  so  ridi- 
culous, which  has  taken  sanctuary  in  the  church, 
sticks  in  it  forever.  A  Gothic  bishop,  perhaps, 
thought  it  proper  to  repeat  such  a  form  in  such 
particular  shoes  or  slippers:  another  fancied  it 
would  be  very  decent  if  such  a  part  of  public  de- 
votions were  performed  with  a  mitre  on  his  head, 
and  a  crosier  m  his  hand;  to  this  ft  brother  Van- 
dal, as  wise  as  the  others,  adds  an  antic  dress, 
which  be  conceived  would  allude  very  aptly  Id 
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such  and  such  mysteries,  till  by  degrees  the 
whole  office  has  degenerated  into  an  empty  show. 

Their  successors  see  the  vanity  and  inconveni- 
ence of  these  ceremonies;  but  instead  of  reform- 
ing, perhaps  add  others,  which  they  think  more 
significant,  and  which  take  possession  in  the  same 
manner,  and  are  never  to  be  driven  out  after  they 
have  been  once  admitted.  1  have  seen  the  Pope 
officiate  at  St.  Peter's,  where,  for  two  hours  to- 
gether, he  was  busied  in  putting  on  or  off  his  dif- 
ferent accoutrements,  according  to  the  diffisrent 
parts  he  was  to  act  in  them. 

Nothing  is  so  glorious  in  the  eyes  of  mankind, 
and  ornamental  to  human  nature,  setting  aside 
the  infinite  advantages  which  arise  from  it,  as  a 
strong,  steady,  masculine  piety;  but  enthusiasm 
and  superstition  are  the  weaknesses  of  human  rea- 
son, that  expose  us  to  the  scorn  and  derision  of 
infidels,  and  sink  us  even  below  the  beasts  that 
perish. 

Idolatry  may  be  looked  upon  as  another  error 
arising  from  mistaken  devotion;  but  because  re- 
flections on  that  subject  would  be  of  no  use  to  an 
English  reader,  1  shall  not  enlarge  upon  it. 

ADDISON.  L. 
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Saepe  decern  viiiia  instmdior  odit  et  horret.     Hor. 

Many,  thouj^h  faultier  much  themselves,  pretend. 
Their  less  offending'  neighbours*  faults  to  mend. 

The  other  day,  as  I  passed  along  the  street,  1 
saw  a  sturdy  'prentice  boy,  disputing  with  a  hack- 
VoL.  rv.— 14 
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ney  coachman;  and  m  an  instant,  upon  some  word 
of  provocation,  threw  off  his  hat  and  periwig 
clench  his  fist,  and  strike  the  fellow  a  slap  on  the 
face:  at  the  same  time  calling  him  a  rascal,  and 
telling  him  he  was  a  gentleman's  son.  The  young 
gentleman  was,  it  seems,  bound  to  a  blacksmith; 
and  the  debate  arose  about  payment  for  some 
work  done  about  a  coach,  near  which  they  fought 
His  master,  during  the  combat,  was  full  oihis 
boy's  praises;  and  as  he  called  to  him  to  play  with 
his  hands  and  foot,  and  throw  in  his  head,  he 
made  all  us  who  stood  round  him  of  his  party,  by 
declaring  the  boy  had  very  good  friends,  and  he 
could  trust  him  with  untold  gold.  As  I  am  gene- 
rally in  the  theory  of  mankind,  1  could  not  but 
make  my  reflections  upon  the  sudden  popularity 
which  was  raised  about  the  lad;  and  perhaps, 
with  my  friend  Tacitus,  fell  into  observations 
upon  it  which  were  too  great  for  the  occasion;  or 
ascribed  this  general  favour  to  causes  which  had 
nothing  to  do  towards  it.  But  the  young  black- 
smith's being  a  gentleman  was,  methought,  what 
created  him  good-will  from  his  present  equality 
with  the  mob  about  him:  add  to  this,  that  he  was 
not  so  much  a  gentleman,  as  not,  at  the  same 
time  that  he  called  himself  such,  to  use  as  rough 
methods  for  his  defence  as  his  antagonist.  The 
advantage  of  his  having  good  friends,  as  his  mas- 
ter expressed  it,  was  not  lazily  urged;  but  he 
showed  himself  superior  to  the  coachman  in  the 
personal  qualities  of  courage  and  activity,  to  con- 
firm that  of  his  being  well  allied,  before  his  birth 
was  of  any  service  to  him. 

If  one  might  moralize  from  this  silly  story,  a 
man  would  say,  that  whatever  advantages  offer 


No.  202.  THE  SFSlCTATOfi.  211 

tune,  birth,  or  any  other  good,  people  possess 
above  the  rest  of  the  world,  they  shoula  show 
collateral  eminencies  besides  those  distinctions; 
or  those  distinctions  will  avail  only  to  keep  up 
common  decencies  and  ceremonies,  and  not  to 
preserve  a  real  place  of  favour  or  esteem  in  the 
opinion  and  common  sense  of  their  fellow-crea- 
tures. 

The  folly  of  people's  procedure,  in  imagining 
that  nothing  more  is  necessary  than  property  and 
superior  circumstances  to  support  them  in  dis- 
tinction, appears  in  no  way  so  much  as  in  the 
domestic  part  of  life.  It  is  ordinary  to  feed 
their  humours  into  unnatural  excrescences,  if  I 
may  so  speak,  and  make  their  whole  being  a 
wayward  and  uneasy  condition,  for  want  of  the 
obvious  reflection  that  all  parts  of  human  life  is 
a  commerce.  It  is  not  only  paying  wages  and 
giving  commands  that  constitute  a  master  of  a 
lamily ;  but  prudence,  equal  behaviour,  with  rea- 
diness to  protect  and  cherish  them,  is  what  en- 
titles a  man  to  that  character  in  their  very  hearts 
and  sentiments.  It  is  pleasant  enough  to  ob- 
serve that  men  expect  from  their  dependents, 
from  their  sole  motive  of  fear,  all  the  good  effects, 
which  a  liberal  education,  and  affluent  fortune, 
and  every  other  advantage,  can  not  produce  in 
themselves.  A  man  wilfhave  his  servant  just, 
diligent,  sober,  and  chaste,  for  no  other  reasons 
but  the  terror  of  losing  his  master's  favour;  when 
all  the  laws  divine  and  human  can  not  keep  him 
whom  he  serves  within  boqnds,  with  relation  to 
any  one  of  those  virtues.  But  both  in  great  and 
ordinary  affairs,  all  superiority,  which  is  not 
founded  on  merit  and  virtue,  is  supported  only 
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by  artifice  and  stratagem.  Thus  you  see  flat- 
terers are  the  agents  m  families  of  humorists, 
and  those  who  govern  themselves  by  any  thing 
but  reason.  Make-bates,  distant  relations,  poor 
kinsmen,  and  indigent  followers,  are  the  fry 
which  support  the  economy  of  an  humorsome 
rich  man.  He  is  eternally  whispered  with  in- 
telligence of  who  are  true  or  fsilse  to  him  in 
matters  of  no  consequence;  and  he  maintains 
twenty  friends  to  defend  him  against  the  insinu- 
ations of  one  who  would  perhaps  cheat  him  of 
an  old  coat. 

I  shall  not  enter  into  farther  speculation  upon 
this  subject  at  present,  but  think  the  following 
letters  and  petition  are  made  up  of  proper  sen- 
timents on  this  occasion. 

*MR.  SPECTATOR, 

*  I  am  a  servant  to  an  old  lady  who  is  governed 
by  one  she  calls  her  friend;  who  is  so  familiar  a 
one,  that  she  takes  upon  her  to  advise  her  with- 
out being  called  to  it,  and  makes  her  uneasy 
with  all  about  her.  Pray,  sir,  be  pleased  to  give 
us  some  remarks  upon  voluntary  counsellors; 
and  let  these  people  Know,  that  to  give  any  body 
advice,  is  to  say  to  that  person,  I  am  your  bet- 
ters. Pray,  sir,  as  near  as  you  can  describe  that 
eternal  flirt  and  disturber  of  families,  Mrs.  Ta- 
perty,  who  is  always  visiting  and  putting  people 
m  a  way,  as  they  call  it.  If  you  can  maKe  her 
stay  at  home  one  evening,  you  will  be  a  gene 
ral  benefactor  to  all  the  ladies'  women  in  town, 
and  particularly  to 

*  Your  loving  friend, 

*  SUSAN  CIVIL.' 
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'MR.  SPECTATOR, 

*  1  am  a  footman,  and  live  with  one  of  those 
men,  each  of  whom  is  said  to  be  one  of  the  best 
humoured  men  in  the  world,  but  that  he  is  pas- 
sionate. Pray,  be  pleased  to  inform  them,  that 
he  who  is  passionate,  and  takes  no  care  to  com- 
mand his  hastiness,  does  more  injury  to  his 
friends  and  servants  in  one  half  hour  than  whole 
years  can  atone  for.  This  master  of  mine,  who 
is  the  best  man  alive  in  common  fame,  disobliges 
somebody  every  day  he  lives;  and  strikes  me  for 
the  next  thing  I  do,  because  he  is  out  of  humour 
at  it.  If  these  gentlemen  knew  that  they  do  all 
the  mischief  that  is  ever  done  in  conversation 
they  would  reform;  and  I,  who  have  been  a 
spectator  of  gentlemen  at  dinner  for  many  years, 
have  seen  that  indiscretion  does  ten  times  more 
mischief  than  ill-nature.  But  you  will  represent 
this  better  than 

*  Your  abused  humble  servant, 

*  THOMAS  SMOKY.' 
TO   THE  SPECTATOR. 

*  The  humble  ipetition  of  John  Steward,  Robert 
Butler,  Harry  Cook,  and  Abigail  Chambers, 
in  behalf  of  themselves  and  their  relations,  be- 
longing to  and  dispersed  in  the  several  services 
of  most  of  the  great  families  within  the  cities 
of  London  and  Westminster, 

*SHOWETH, 

*That  in  many  of  the  families  in  which  your 

Petitioners  live  and  are  employed,  the  several 
eads  of  them  are  wholly  unacquainted  with  what 
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is  business,  and  are  very  little  judges  when  they 
are  well  or  ill  used  by  us  your  said  petitioners. 

*  That  for  want  of  such  skill  in  their  own  affairs, 
and  by  indulgence  of  their  own  laziness  and 
pride,  they  continually  keep  about  them  certain 
mischievous  animals  called  spies. 

*  That  whenever  a  spy  is  entertained,  the  peace 
of  that  house  is  from  that  moment  banished. 

*  That  spies  never  give  an  account  of  good  ser- 
vices, but  represent  our  mirth  and  freedom  by 
the  words  wantonness  and  disorder. 

*  That  in  all  families  where  there  are  spies,  there 
is  a  general  jealousy  and  misunderstanding. 

*  That  the  masters  and  mistresses  of  such  houses 
live  in  continual  suspicion  of  their  ingenuous  and 
true  servants,  and  are  given  up  to  the  manage- 
ment of  those  who  are  false  ana  perfidious. 

'  That  such  masters  and  mistresses  who  enter- 
tain spies,  are  no  longer  more  than  cyphers  in 
their  own  families;  and  that  we,  your  petition- 
ers, are,  with  great  disdain,  obliged  to  pay  all  our 
respect,  and  expect  all  our  maintenance  from 
sucn  spies. 

*  Your  petitioners,  therefore,  most  humbly  pray, 
that  you  would  represent  the  premises  to  all 
persons  of  condition :  and  your  petitioners,  as 
in  duty  bound,  shall  for  ever  pray,  &c.* 

STEELE.  T. 
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Phoebe  pater,  si  das  hujus  mihi  nomints  usum^ 
Nee  falsa  Clymene  cuipam  sub  imagine  celat: 
Pignora  da,  genitor Ovid. 

Illustrious  parent!  since  you  don't  despise 

A  parent's  name,  some  certain  token  g^ve. 

That  I  may  Clymene's  proud  boast  believe. 

Nor  longer  under  false  reproaches  grieve.     Adaisos. 

There  is  a  loose  tribe  of  men  whom  I  have 
not  yet  taken  notice  of,  that  ramble  into  all  the 
corners  of  this  great  city,  in  order  to  seduce 
such  unfortunate  females  as  fall  into  their  walks. 
These  abandoned  profligates  raise  up  issue  in 
every  quarter  of  the  town,  and  very  often  for  a 
valuable  consideration,  father  it  upon  the  church- 
warden. By  this  means  there  are  several  mar- 
ried men  who  have  a  little  family  in  most  of  the 
parishes  of  London  and  Westminster,  and  seve- 
ral bachelors  who  are  undone  by  a  charge  of 
children. 

When  a  man  once  gives  himself  this  liberty  of 
preying  at  large,  and  living  upon  the  common, 
he  finds  so  much  game  in  a  populous  city,  that 
it  is  surprising  to  consider  the  numbers  which 
he  sometimes  propagates.  We  see  many  a  young 
fellow  who  is  scarce  of  age,  that  could  lay  his 
claim  to  the  jits  trium  liberorum^  or  the  privi- 
leges which  were  granted  by  the  Roman  laws  to 
allsuch  as  were  fathers  of  three  children:  nay,  I 
have  heard  a  rake,  who  was  not  quite  five-and 
twenty,  declare  himself  the  father  of  a  seventh 
son,  and  very  prudently  determine  to  breed  him 
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up  a  physician.  In  short,  the  town  is  full  of 
these  young  patriarchs,  not  to  mention  several 
battered  beaux,  who,  like  heedless  spendthrifts 
that  squander  away  their  estates  before  they  are 
masters  of  them,  have  raised  up  their  whole  stock 
of  children  before  marriage. 

I  must  not  here  oniit  the  particular  whim  of  ar 
impudent  libertine  that  had  a  little  smattering  o\ 
heraldry;  and  observing  how  the  genealogies  oi 
great  fsynilies  were  often  drawn  up  in  the  shape 
pf  trees,  had  taken  a  fancy  to  dispose  of  his  own 
illegitimate  issu^  in  a  figure  of  the  same  kind: 

Nee  bngum  tempus  etingeru 

ExUt  ad  ecen*rn  ramtafeUdhua  arbos, 

M^nUurgue  nouaajronelea,  et  non  sua  pomtt,     Yibs. 

And  in  short  space,  the  laden  boughs  arise, 
"W^ith  happy  fruit  advancing  to  the  skies: 
The  mother  plant  admires  the  leaves  unkno«:n. 
Of  alien  trees,  and  apples  not  her  own.      Drtdsb'. 

The  trunk;  of  the  tree  was  niarked  with  his  own 
name.  Will  Maple.  Out  of  the  side  of  it  grew  a 
large  barren  branch,  inscribed  Mary  Maple,  the 
name  of  his  unhappy  wife.  The  head  was  adorn- 
ed with  five  huge  boughs.  On  the  bottom  of  the 
first  was  written  in  capital  characters  KATE 
COLE,  who  branched  oyt  into  three  sprigs,  viz. 
William,  Richard  and  Rebecca.  Sai  Twiford 
gave  birth. to  another  bough  that  shot  up  into 
Sarah,  Tom,  Will  and  Frank.  The  third  arm 
of.the  tree  had  only  a,  single  infant  on  it,  with  a 
space  left  for  a  second,  the  parent  from  whom  it 
sprung  being  near  her  time,  when  the  author  took 
this  in^nious  device  into  hi^  hea4«    The  two 


No.  203.  THE  SPECTATOR.  217 

other  great  boughs  were  very  plentifully  loaden 
with  fruit  of  the  same  kind;  besides  which,  there 
were  many  ornamental  branches  that  did  not 
bear.  In  short,  a  more  flourishing  tree  never 
came  out  of  the  herald's  oiSice. 

What  makes  this  generation  of  vermin  so  very 
prolific,  is  the  indefatigable  diligence  with  which 
they  apply  themselves  to  their  business.  A  man 
does  not  undergo  more  watching  and  fatigues 
in  a  campaign, '  than  in  the  course  of  a  vicious 
amour.  As  it  is  said  of  some  men,  that  they 
make  their  business  their  pleasure,  these  sods  of 
darkness  may  be  said  to  make  their  pleasure  their 
business.  They  might  conquer  their  corrupt  in- 
clinations with  naif  the  pains  they  are  at  in  gra- 
ifying  them. 

Nor  is  the  invention  of  these  men  less  to  be  ad- 
mired than  their  industry  and  vigilance.  There 
is  a  fragment  of  Apollodorus  the  comic  poet, 
who  was  contemporary  with  Menander,  which 
is  full  of  humour,  as  follows:  ^  Thou  may  est  shut 
up  thy  doors,'  says  he,  *  with  bars  and  bolts;  it 
will  be  impossible  for  the  blacksmith  to  make 
them  so  fast,  but  a  cat  and  a  whoremaster  will 
find  a  way  through  them.'  In  a  word,  there  is 
no  head  so  full  of  stratagems  as  that  of  a  libidi- 
nous man. 

Were  I  to  propose  a  punishment  for  this  infa- 
mous race  ot  propagators,  it  should  be  to  send 
them,  after  the  second  or  third  offence,  into  our 
American  colonies,  in  order  to  people  those  parts 
of  her  majesty's  dominions  where  there  is  a  want 
of  inhabitants,  and,  in  the  phrase  of  Diof^enes^  ttr 
plant  men.  Some  countries  punish  this  crime 
with  death ;  but  1  think  such  a  banishment  would 
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be  sufficient,  and  might"  turn  this  generative  fa- 
culty to  the  advantage  of  the  public. 

In  the  mean  time,  till  these  gentlemen  may  be 
thus  disposed  of,  I  would  earnestly  exhort  them 
to  take  care  of  those  unfortunate  creatures  whom 
they  have  brought  into  the  world  by  these  indi- 
rect methods,  and  to  give  their  spurious  children 
such  an  education  as  may  render  them  more  vir- 
tuous than  their  parents.  This  is  the  best  atone- 
ment they  can  make  for  their  own  crimes,  and 
indeed  the  only  method  that  is  left  them  to  re- 
pair their  past  miscarriages. 

I  would  likewise  desire  them  to  consider, 
whether  they  are  not  bound  in  common  humani- 
ty, as  well  as  by  all  the  obligations  of  religion 
and  nature,  to  make  some  provision  for  those 
whom  they  have  not  only  given  life  to,  but  en- 
tailed upon  them,  though  very  unreasonably,  a 
degree  of  shame  and  disgrace.  And  here  I  can 
not  but  take  notice  of  those  depras'^ed  notions 
which  prevail  among  us,  and  which  must  have 
taken  rise  from  our  natural  inclination  to  favour 
a  vice  to  which  we  are  so  very  prone,  namely, 
that  bastardy  and  cuckoldom  should  be  looked 
upon  as  reproaches,  and  that  the  ignominy,  which 
is  only  due  to  lewdness  and  falsehood,  should  fall 
in  so  unreasonable  a  manner  upon  persons  who 
are  innocent. 

I  have  been  insensibly  drawn  into  this  dis- 
course by  the  following  letter,  which  is  drawn 
up  with  such  a  spirit  of  sincerity,  that  1  Question 
not  but  the  writer  of  it  has  represented  nis  case 
in  a  true  and  genuine  light. 
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*SIR, 

^  I  am  one  of  those  people  who,  by  the  general 
opinion  of  the  world,  are  counted  both  infamous 
and  unhappy. 

^  My  fatner  is  a  very  eminent  man  in  this  king- 
dom, and  one  who  bears  considerable  offices  in 
it.  I  am  his  son;  but  my  misfortune  is,  that  I 
dare  not  call  him  father,  nor  he,  without  shame, 
own  me  as  his  issue,  I  being  illegitimate,  and 
therefore  deprived  of  that  endearing  tenderness 
and  unparalleled  satisfaction  which  a  good  man 
finds  in  the  love  and  conversation  of  a  parent: 
neither  have  1  the  opportunities  to  render  him 
the  duties  of  a  son,  ne  having  always  carried 
himself  at  so  vast  a  distance,  and  with  such  supe- 
riority towards  me,  that  by  long  use  I  have  con- 
tracted a  timorousness  when  before  him,  which 
hinders  me  from  declaring  my  own  necessities, 
and  giving  him  to  understand  the  inconveniences 
I  undergo. 

*  It  is  my  misfortune  to  have  been  neither  bred 
a  scholar,  a  soldier,  nor  to  any  kind  of  business, 
which  renders  me  entirely  incapable  of  making 
provision  for  myself  without  his  assistance;  and 
this  creates  a  continual  uneasiness  in  my  mind, 
fearing  I  shall  in  time  want  bread;  my  father,  if 
I  may  so  call  him,  giving  me  but  very  faint  as- 
surance of  doing  any  thing  for  me. 

*  1  have  hitherto  lived  somewhat  like  a  gentle- 
man, and  it  would  be  very  hard  for  me  to  labour 
for  my  living.  I  am  in  continual  anxiety  for 
my  future  fortune,  and  under  a  great  unhappi- 
ness  in  losing  the  sweet  conversation  and  friend- 
ly advice  of  my  parents;  so  that  I  can  not  look 
upon  myself  otherwise  than  as  a  monster,  strange- 
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ly  sprung  up   in  nature,  which   every  one  is 
ashamed  to  own. 

*  I  am  thought  to  be  a  man  of  some  natural 
parts,  and  by  the  continual  reading  what  you 
nave  offered  the  world,  become  an  admirer  there- 
of, which  has  drawn  me  to  make  this  confession; 
at  the  same  time  hoping,  if  any  thing  herein  shall 
touch  you  with  a  sense  of  pity,  you  would  then 
allow  me  the  favour  of  your  opinion  thereupon^ 
as  also  what  part  1,  being  unlawfully  born,  may 
claim  of  the  man's  affection  who  begot  me,  and 
how  far  in  your  opinion  1  am  to  be  thought  his 
son,  or  he  acknowledged  as  my  father.  Your 
sentiments  and  advice  herein  will  be  a  great  con- 
solation and  satisfaction  to,  sir, 

*  Your  admirer  and  humble  servant, 

*  W.  B.' 

ADDISON.  C 


■<i-^©a-i)~ 
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Urit  grata  proiervitas, 
Et  vuUua  nimium  lubricua  aspici,   Uor.  Oo. 

With  winning  coyness  she  my  soul  disarms: 

Her  face  darts  forth  a  thousand  rays; 
My  eye-balls  swim,  and  I  grow  giddy  while  I  gaze. 

CoNeaETx. 

I  AM  not  at  all  displeased  that  I  am  become  the 
courier  of  love,  and  that  the  distressed  in  that 
passion  convey  their  complaints  to  each  other 
by  my  means.  The  followmg  letters  have  lately 
come  to  my  hands,  and  «hsdl  have  their  plaee 
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with  great  willingness.  As  to  the  reader's  en- 
tertainment, he  will,  1  hope,  forgive  the  insert- 
ing such  particulars  as  to  him  may,  perhaps, 
seem  frivolous,  but  are  to  the  persons  who  wrote 
them  of  the  highest  consequence.  1  shall  not 
trouble  you  with  the  prefaces,  compliments,  and 
apologies  made  to  me  before  each  epistle  when 
it  was  desired  to  be  inserted:  but  in  general  they 
tell  me,  that  the  persons  to  whom  they  are  ad- 
dressed have  intimations,  by  phrase  and  allusions 
in  them,  from  whence  they  came. 

TO  THE  SOTHADES. 

*  The  word  by  which  I  address  you,  gives  you, 
who  understand  Portuguese,  a  lively  image  of 
the  tender  regard  I  have  for  you.  The  Specta- 
tor's late  letter  from  Statira  (No.  199)  gave  me 
the  hint  to  use  the  same  method  of  explaining 
myself  to  you.  I  am  not  affronted  at  the  design 
your  late  behaviour  discovered  you  had  in  your 
addresses  to  me;  but  I  impute  it  to  the  degene- 
racy of  the  age  rather  than  your  particular  fault. 
As  I  aim  at  nothing  more  than  being  yours,  1 
am  willing  to  be  a  stranger  to  your  name,  your 
fortune,  or  any  figure  which  your  wife  might 
expect  to  make  in  the  world,  provided  my  com- 
merce with  you  is  not  to  be  a  guilty  one.  1  re- 
sign gay  dress,  the  pleasures  of  visits,  equipage, 
plays,  balls  and  operas,  for  that  one  satisfaction 
of  naving  you  for  ever  mine.  I  am  willing  you 
shall  industriously  conceal  the  only  cause  of  tri- 
umph which  I  can  know  in  this  life.  I  wisli  only 
to  have  it  my  duty,  as  well  as  my  inclination,  U- 
study  your  happiness.     If  this  has  not  the  effect 
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this  letter  seems  to  aim  at,  you  are  to  understancl 
that  1  had  a  mind  to  be  rid  of  you,  and  took  thjB 
readiest  way  to  pall  you  with  an  offer  of  wlj^t 
you  would  never  desist  persuing  while  yr»u  r»i 
oeived  ill  usage.  Be  a  true  man ;  be  my  slave  whii^ 
you  doubt  me,  and  neglect  me  when  you  think 
I  loye  you.  I  defy  you  to  find  out  what  is  your 
present  circumstance  with  me;  but  1  know,  whil^ 
I  can  keep  this  suspense,  I  am  your  admired 

^  MADAM, 

'  It  is  a  strange  state  of  mind  ^  man  is  in,  when 
the  very  imperfections  of  a  woman  he  loves  turn 
into  excellencies  and  advantages.  I  do  assure  you 
i  am  very  much  afraid  of  venturing  upon  you.  I 
now  like  you  in  spite  of  my  reason,  and  think  it 
an  ill  circumstance  to  owe  one's  happiness  to 
nothing  but  infatuation.  1  can  see  you  ogle  all 
the  young  fellows  who  look  at  you,  and  observe 
your  eye  wander  after  new  conquests  every  mo- 
ment you  are  in  a  public  place;  and  yet  there  is 
such  a  beauty  in  all  your  looks  and  gestures,  that 
I  can  not  but  admire  you  in  the  very  act  of  en- 
deavouring to  gain  the  hearts  of  others.  My 
condition  is  the  same  with  that  of  the  lover  in  the 
PFai/  of  the  World.  1  have  studied  your  faults 
so  long,  that  they  are  become  as  familiar  to  me, 
and  I  like  them  as  well  as  1  do  my  own — Look 
to  it,  madam,  and  consider  whether  you  think 
this  gay  behaviour  will  appear  to  me  as  amiable 
when  a  husband  as  it  does  now  to  me  a  lover. 
Things  are  so  far  advanced  that  we  must  proceed; 
and  I  hope  you  will  lay  it  to  heart,  that  it  will 
be  becoming  in  me  to  appear  still  your  lover. 
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but  not  in  you  to  be  still  my  mistress.  Gaiety 
in  the  matrimonial  life  is  graceful  in  one  sex,  but 
exceptionable  in  the  other.  As  you  improve 
these  little  hints,  you  will  ascertain  the  happi- 
ness or  uneasiness  of,  madam,  your  most  obe- 
dient, most  humble  servant,  T.  D.* 

*  SIR, 

*  When  1  sat  at  the  window,  and  you  at  the 
other  end  of  the  room  by  my  cousin,  1  saw  you 
catch  me  looking  at  you.  Since  you  have  the 
secret,  at  last,  which  I  am  sure  you  should  never 
have  known  but  by  inadvertency,  what  my  eye* 
said  was  true.  But  it  is  too  soon  to  confirm  it 
with  my  hand,  therefore  shall  not  subscribe  my 
name. ' 

*SIR, 

*  There  were  other  gentlemen  nearer,  and  I 
know  no  necessity  you  were  under  to  take  up  that 
flippant  creature  s  fen  last  night;  but  vou  shall 
never  touch  a  stick  of  mine  more,  that's  poz. 

*  PHYLLIS.  * 

To  Colonel  R s  in  Spain. 

*  Before  this  can  reach  the  best  of  husbands 
and  the  fondest  lover,  those  tender  names  will  be 
of  no  more  concern  to  me.  The  indisposition  in 
which  you,  to  obey  the  diptates  of  your  honour 
and  duty  left  me,  has  increased  upon  me;  and  I 
am  acquainted  by  my  physicians  1  can  not  live  a 
week  longer.  At  this  time  my  spirits  fail  me: 
and  it  is  the  ardent  love  I  have  for  you  that  car- 
ries me  beyond  my  strength  and  enables  me  to 
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tell  you,  the  most  painful  thing  in  the  prospect 
of  death  is,  that  I  must  part  with  you.  But  let 
it  be  a  comfort  to  you,  that  1  have  no  guilt  hangs 
upon  me,  no  unrepented  folly  that  retards  me; 
but  1  pass  away  my  last  hours  in  reflection  upon 
the  happiness  we  have  lived  in  together,  and  in 
sorrow  that  it  is  so  soon  to  have  an  end.  This  is 
i  frailty  which  I  hope  is  so  far  from  criminal,  that 
methinks,  there  is  a  kind  of  piety  in  being  so  un- 
willing to  be  separated  from  a  state  which  is  the 
institution  of  Heaven,  and  in  which  we  have 
lived  according  to  its  laws.  As  we  know  no 
more  of  the  next  life,  but  that  it  will  be  a  happy 
one  to  the  good,  and  miserable  to  the  w^ickea, 
why  may  we  not  please  ourselves,  at  least  to  al- 
leviate the  difficulty  of  resigning  this  being,  in 
imagining  we  shall  have  a  sense  of  what  passes 
below,  and  may  possibly  be  employed  in  guiding 
the  steps  of  those  with  whom  we  walked  with 
innocence  when  mortal?  Why  may  1  not  hope 
to  go  on  in  my  usual  work,  and  though  unknown 
to  you,  be  assistant  in  all  the  conflicts  of  your 
mind?  Give  me  leave  to  say  to  you,  O  best  of 
men!  that  I  can  not  figure  to  myself  a  greater 
happiness  than  in  such  an  employment,  to  be 
present  at  all  the  adventures  to  which  human  life 
is  exposed,  to  administer  slumber  to  thy  eye-lids 
in  the  agonies  of  a  fever,  to  cover  thy  beloved 
face  in  the  day  of  battle,  to  go  with  thee  a  guar- 
dian angel  incapabla  of  wound  or  pain,  \vnere 
I  have  longed  to  attend  thee  when  a  weak,  a  fear- 
ful woman.  These,  my  dear,  are  the  thoughts 
with  which  I  warm  my  poor  languid  heart;  but 
indeed  1  am  not  capable,  under  my  present  weak- 
nesS;  of  bearing  the  strong  agonies  of  mind  1  fall 
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into,  when  1  form  to  myself  the  grief  you  will 
be  in  upon  your  first  hearing  of  my  departure. 
1  will  not  dwell  upon  this,  because  your  kind  and 
generous  heart  will  be  but  the  more  afflicted,  the 
more  the  person  for  whom  you  lament  oifers  you 
consolation.  My  last  breath  will,  if  I  am  my- 
self, expire  in  a  prayer  for  you.  I  shall  never 
see  thy  face  again.     Farewell  for  ever.  '* 

STEELE.  T. 


(B-G@e-€ 
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Dedpimur  specie  recti Hob.  Ars. 

Deluded  by  a  seeming^  excellence.        Roscoxxok. 

When  I  meet  with  any  vicious  character  thaft 
is  not  generally  known,  m  order  to  prevent  its 
doing  mischief,  1  draw  it  at  length,  and  set  it  up 
as  a  scarecrow;  by  which  means  I  do  not  only 
make  an  example  of  the  person  to  whom  it  be- 
longs, but  give  warning  to  all  her  majesty '«  sub- 
jects, that  they  may  not  suflfer  by  it.  Thus,  tp 
change  the  allusion,  1  have  marked  out  several 
of  the  shoals  and  quicksands  of  life,  and  am  con- 
tinually employed  in  discovering  those  which  are 
still  concealed,  in  order  to  keep  the  ignorant  and 
unwary  from  running  upon  them.  It  is  with  this 
intention  that  1  publish  the  following  letter,  which 
brings  to  light  some  secrets  of  this  nature. 

^MR.  SPECTATOR, 

*  There  are  none  of  your  speculations  which  1 
lead  over  with  greater  delignt  than  those  whidi 
Vol.  IV.— 16 
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are  designed  for  the  improvement  of  our  sex. 
You  have  endeavoured  to  correct  our  unreasona- 
ble fears  and  superstitions  in  your  seventh  and 
twelfth  papers;  our  fancy  for  equipage  in  your 
fifteenth,  our  love  of  puppet  shows  in  your  thirty- 
first;  our  notions  of  oeauty  in  your  thirty-third; 
our  inclination  for  romances  m  your  thirty-se- 
venth; our  passion  for  French  fopperies  in  your 
forty-fifth;  our  manhood  and  party  zeal  in  your 
fifty-seventh;  our  abuse  of  dancing  in  your  sixty- 
sixth  and  sixty-seventh;  our  levity  in  your  hun- 
dred and  twenty-eighth;  our  love  of  coxcombs  in 
your  hundred  and  fifty-fourth  and  hundred  and 
fifty-seventh;  our  tyranny  over  the  hen-peckt  in 
your  hundred  and  seventy-sixth.  You  have  de- 
scribed the  pict  in  your  forty-first;  the  idol  in 
your  seventy-third;  the  demurrer  in  your  eighty- 
ninth;  the  salamander  in  your  hundred  and  nine- 
ty-eighth. You  have  likewise  taken  to  pieces 
our  dress,  and  represented  to  us  the  extravagan- 
cies we  are  often  guilty  of  in  that  particular.  You 
have  fallen  upon  our  patches  in  your  fiftieth  and 
eighty-first;  our  commodes  in  your  ninety-eighth; 
our  fans  in  your  hundred  and  second ;  our  riding- 
habits  in  your  hundred  and  fourth;  our  hoop-pet- 
ticoats in  your  hundred  and  twenty-seventh;  be- 
sides a  great  many  little  blemishes  which  you 
have  touched  upon  in  your  several  other  papers; 
and  in  those  many  letters  that  are  scattered  up 
and  down  5''our  works.  At  the  same  time  we 
must  own  that  the  compliments  you  pay  our  sex 
are  innumerable,  and  that  those  very  laults  which 
you  represent  in  us  are  neither  black  in  them- 
selves, nor,  as  you  own,  universal  among  us. 
But,  sir,  it  is  plain  that  these  your  discourses  are 
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calculated  for  none  but  the  fashionable  part  of 
womankind,  and  for  the  use  of  those  who  are  ra- 
ther indiscreet  than  vicious.  But,  sir,  there  is  a 
sort  of  prostitutes  in  the  lower  part  of  our  sex, 
who  are  a  scandal  to  us,  and  very  well  deserve 
to  fall  under  your  censure.  I  know  it  would  de- 
base your  paper  too  much  to  enter  into  the  be- 
haviour of  these  female  libertines;  but  as  your 
remarks  on  some  part  of  it  would  be  a  doing  of 
justice  to  several  women  of  virtue  and  honour, 
whose  reputations  suffer  by  it,  I  hope  you  will 
not  think  it  improper  to  give  the  public  some  ac- 
counts of  this  nature.  You  must  know,  sir,  I  am 
provoked  to  write  you  this  letter  by  the  behaviour 
of  an  infamous  woman,  who  having  passed  her 
youth  in  a  most  shameless  state  of  prostitution,  is 
now  one  of  those  who  gain  their  livelihood  by  se- 
ducing others,  that  are  younger  than  themselves, 
and  by  establishing  a  criminal  commerce  between 
the  two  sexes.  Among  several  of  her  artifices  to 
get  money,  she  frequently  persuades  a  vain  young 
fellow,  that  such  a  woman  of  quality,  or  such  a 
celebrated  toast,  entertains  a  secret  passion  for 
him,  and  wants  nothing  but  an  opportunity  of  re- 
vealing it:  nay,  she  has  gone  so  far  as  to  write  let- 
ters in  the  name  of  a  woman  of  figure,  to  borrow 
money  of  one  of  these  foolish  Roderigos,*  which 
she  has  afterwards  appropriated  to  her  own  use. 
In  the  mean  time  the  person  who  has  lent  the 
money,  has  thought  a  lady  under  obligations  to 
him,  who  scarce  knew  his  name;  and  wondered 
at  her  ingratitude  when  he  has  been  with  her, 


*  Alluding  to  the  character  so  named  in  Shakspeare's 
Othello. 
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that  she  has  not  owned  the  favour,  though  at  the 
same  time  he  was  too  much  a  man  of  honour  to 
put  her  in  mind  of  it. 

^  When  this  abandoned  baggage  meets  with  a 
man  who  has  vanity  enough  to  give  credit  to  re- 
lations of  this  nature,  she  turns  him  to  ver}''  good 
account,  by  repeating  praises  that  were  never  ut- 
tered, and  delivering  messages  that  were  never 
sent  As  the  house  of  this  shameless  creature  is 
frequented  by  several  foreigners,  1  have  heard  of 
another  artifice  out  of  which  she  often  raises  mo- 
'ney.  The  foreigner  sighs  after  some  British  beau- 
ty, whom  he  only  knows  by  fame;  upon  which 
sne  promises,  if  he  can  be  secret,  to  procure  him 
a  meeting.  The  stranger,  ravished  at  his  good 
fortune,  gives  her  a  present,  and  in  a  little  time  is 
introduced  to  some  imaginary  title;  for  you  must 
know  that  this  cunning  purveyor  has  her  repre- 
sentatives upon  this  occasion,  of  some  of  the  finest 
ladies  in  the  kingdom.  By  this  means,  as  I  am 
informed,  it  is  usual  enough  to  meet  with  a  Ger- 
man count  in  foreign  countries,  that  shall  make 
his 'boast  of  favours  he  has  received  from  women 
of  the  highest  ranks  and  the  most  unblemished 
characters.  Now,  sir,  what  safety  is  there  for  a 
woman^s  reputation,  when  a  lady  may  be  thus 
prostituted,  as  it  were  by  proxy,  and  be  reputed 
an  unchaste  woman;  as  the  hero  in  the  ninth  book 
of  Dryden's  Virgil  is  looked  upon  as  a  coward, 
because  the  phantom  which  appeared  in  his  like- 
ness ran  away  from  Turnus.  You  may  depend 
upon  what  I  relate  to  you  to  be  matter  of  fact, 
and  the  practice  of  more  than  one  of  these  female 
panders.     If  you  print  this  letter,  I  may  give 
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you  some  further  accounts  of  this  vicious  race  of 
women.  ^Your  humble  servant, 

^BELVIDERA.' 

I  shall  add  two  other  letters,  on  different  sub- 
jects, to  fill  up  my  paper. 

*MR.   SPECTATOR, 

*  I  am  a  country  clergyman,  and  hope  you  will 
lend  me  your  assistance  in  ridiculing  some  little 
indecencies  which  can  not  so  properly  be  expos- 
ed from  the  pulpit. 

*  A  widow  lady,  who  straggled  this  summer 
from  London  into  my  parish,  for  the  benefit  of 
the  air,  as  she  says,  appears  every  Sunday  at 
church  with  many  fashionable  extravagancies,  to 
the  great  astonishment  of  my  congregation. 

*Sut  what  gives  us  the  most  offence  is,  her 
theatrical  manner  of  singing  the  psalms.  She  intro- 
duces above  fifty  Italian  airs  into  the  hundredth 
psalm;  and  whilst  we  begin  "  All  People,"  in  the 
old  solemn  tune  of  our  fore-fathers,  she,  in  a 
quite  different  key,  runs  divisions  on  the  vowels, 
and  adorns  them  with  the  graces  of  Nicolini:  if 
she  meets  with  "  eke'^  or  *^  aye,"  which  are  fre- 
quent in  the  metre  of  Hopkins  and  Sternhold, 
we  are  certain  to  hear  her  quavering  them  half  a 
minute  after  us  to  some  sprightly  airs  of  the  opera. 

*  1  am  very  far  from  being  an  enemy  to  church 
music;  but  lear  this  abuse  of  it  may  make  my 
parish  ridiculous,  who  already  look  on  the  sing- 
ing psalms  as  an  entertainment,  and  not  part  of 
their  devotion:  besides,  I  am  apprehensive  that 
the  infection  may  spread;  for  ^Squire  Squeekum, 
who  by  his  voice  seems  (if  1  may  use  the  expres- 
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sion)  to  be  cut  out  for  an  Italian  singer,  was  last 
Sunday  practising  the  same  airs. 

*  I  know  the  lady's  principles,  and  that  she 
will  plead  the  toleration  which  (as  she  fancies) 
allows  her  nonconformity  in  this  particular;  but 
I  beg  you  to  acquaint  her  that  singmg  the  psalms 
in  a  different  tune  from  the  rest  of  the  congrega- 
tion, is  a  sort  of  schism  not  tolerated  by  that  act 
I  am,  sir, 

^  Your  very  humble  servant, 

^R.  S.' 

^MR.  SPECTATOR, 

*  In  your  paper  upon  temperance  (No  195)  you 

fjrescribe  to  us  a  rule  of  drinking,  outof  Sir  Vvil- 
iam  Temple,  in  the  following  words:  **  The  first 
^lass  for  myself,  the  second  tor  m  v  friends,  the 
third  for  good  humour,  and  the  fourth  for  my 
enemies. '°  Now,  sir,  you  must  know,  that  1  have 
read  this  your  Spectator  in  a  club  whereof  1  am 
a  member;  when  our  president  told  us  there  was 
certainly  an  error  in  the  print,  and  that  the  word 
glass  should  be  bottle;  and  therefore  has  order- 
ed me  to  inform  you  of  this  mistake,  and  to  de- 
sire you  to  publish  the  following  erratum:  In 
the  paper  of  Saturday,  October  13lh,  coi.  3,  line 
1 1,  for  glass,  read  bottle.  *  Yours 

*  ROBIN  OOODFELLOW.' 
ABDISON.  Ij. 


No.  206.  THE  SPECTATOR.  231 


No.  206.     FRIDAY,  OCTOBER  26. 

Quanta  quisque  sibiphira  negaverit, 

A  Diis  plura  feret Hor.  On. 

They  that  do  much  themselves  deny. 
Receive  more  blessings  from  the  sky.    Creech. 

There  is  a  call  upon  mankind  to  value  and  es- 
teem those  who  set  a  moderate  price  upon  their 
own  merit;  and  self-denial  is  frequently  attended 
with  unexpected  blessings,  which  in  the  end 
abundantly  recompense  such  losses  as  the  modest 
seem  to  suffer  in  the  ordinary  occurrences  of 
life.  The  curious  tell  us,  a  determmation  in  our 
favour  or  to  our  disadvantage  is  made  upon  our 
first  appearance,  even  before  they  know  any 
thing  of  our  characters,  but  from  the  intimations 
men  gather  from  our  aspect.  A  man,  they  say, 
wears  the  picture  of  his  mind  in  his  countenance, 
and  one  man's  eyes  are  spectacles  to  his  who 
looks  at  him  to  read  his  heart.  But  though  thai 
way  of  raising  an  opinion  of  those  we  behold  in 
public  is  very  fallacious,  certain  it  is,  that  those 
who  by  their  words  and  actions,  take  as  much 
upon  themselves  as  they  can  but  barely  demand 
in  the  strict  scrutiny  of  their  deserts,  will  find 
their  account  lessen  every  day.  A  modest  man 
preserves  his  character,  as  a  frugal  man  does  his 
fortune:  if  either  of  them  live  to  the  height  of 
either,  one  will  find  losses,  the  other  errors, 
which  he  has  not  stock  by  him  to  make  up.  It 
were  therefore  a  just  rule,  to  keep  your  desires, 
your  words  and  actions,  within  tne  regard  you 
observe  your  friends  have  for  you,  and  never,  if 
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it  were  in  a  man's  power,  to  take  as  much  as  he 
possibly  might  either  in  preferment  or  reputa- 
tion. My  walks  have  lately  been  among  the 
mercantile  part  of  the  world;  and  one  gets  phrases 
naturally  from  those  with  whom  one  converses: 
I  say,  tnen,  he  that  in  his  air,  his  treatment  of 
others,  or  an  habitual  arrogance  to  himself,  gives 
himself  credit  for  the  least  article  of  more  wit, 
wisdom,  goodness  or  valour,  than  he  can  possi- 
bly produce  if  he  is  called  upon,  will  find  the 
world  break  in  upon  him,  and  consider  him  as 
one  who  has  cheated  them  of  all  the  esteem  they 
had  before  allowed  him.  This  brings  a  commis- 
sion of  bankruptcy  upon  him;  and  he  that  might 
have  eone  on  to 'his.  life's  end  in  a  prosperous 
way,  hy  aiming  at  more  than  he  should,  is  no 
longer  proprietor  of  what  he  really  had  before, 
but  his  pretensions  fare  as  all  things  do  which  are 
torn  instead  of  being  divided. 

There  is  no  one  living  would  deny  Cinna  the 
applause  of  an  agreeable  and  facetious  wit;  or 
could  possibly  pretend  that  there  is  not  some- 
thing inimitably  unforced  and  diverting  in  his 
manner  of  delivering  all  his  sentiments  in  his 
conversation,  if  he  were  able  to  conceal  the  strong 
desire  of  applause  which  he  betrays  in  every  syl- 
lable he  utters.  But  they  who  converse  with  him 
see  that  all  the  civilities  they  could  do  to  him,  or 
the  kind  things  they  could  say  to  him,  would  fall 
short  of  what  he  expects;  and  therefore,  instead 
of  showing  him  the  esteem  they  have  for  his 
merit,  their  reflections  turn  only  upon  that  they 
observe  he  has  of  it  himself. 
^  If  you  go  among  the  women,  and  behold  Glo- 
rina  trip  into  a  room  with  that  theatrical  osteiitar 
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tion  of  her  charms,  Mirtilla  with  that  soft  regu- 
larity in  her  motion,  Chloe  with  such  an  indif- 
ferent familiarity,  Corinna  with  such  a  fond  ap- 
proach, and  Roxana  with  such  a  demand  of  re- 
spect in  the  great  gravity  of  her  entrance;  you 
find  all  the  sex,  who  understand  themselves,  and 
act  naturally,  wait  only  for  their  absence,  to  tell 
you  that  all  these  ladies  would  impose  themselves 
upon  you;  and  each  of  them  carry  in  their  be- 
haviour a  consciousness  of  so  much  more  than 
they  should  pretend  to,  that  they  lose  what  would 
otherwise  be  given  them. 

I  remember  the  last  timel  saw  Macbeth,  1  was 
wonderfully  taken  with  the  skill  of  the  poet,  in 
making  the  murderer  form  fears  to  himself  from 
the  moderation  of  the  prince  whose  life  he  was 

foing  to  take  away.  He  says  of  the  king.  He 
ore  his  faculties  so  meekly;  and  justly  interred 
from  thence,  that  all  divine  and  numan  power 
would  join  to  avenge  his  death,  who  had  made 
such  an  abstinent  use  of  dominion.  All  that  is 
in  a  man's  power  to  do  to  advance  his  own  pomp 
and  glory,  and  forbears,  is  so  much  laid  up  against 
the  day  of  distress;  and  pity  will  always  be  his 
portion  in  adversity  who  acted  with  gentleness 
m  prosperity. 

The  great  officer  who  foregoes  the  advantages 
he  might  take  to  himself,  and  renounces  all  pru- 
dential regards  to  his  own  person  in  danger,  has 
so  far  the  merit  of  a  volunteer;  and  all  his  hon 
ours  and  glories  are  unenvied,  for  sharing  the 
common  fate  with  the  same  frankness  as  they  do 
who  have  no  such  endearing  circumstances  to 
part  with.  But  if  there  were  no  such  considera- 
tions of  the  good  effect  which  self-denial  has  upon 
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tiie  sense  of  other  men  towards  us,  it  is  of  all 
qualities  the  most  desirable  for  the  agreeable  disr 
position  in  which  it  places  our  own  minds.  I  can 
not  tell  what  better  to  say  of  it,  than  that  it  is  the 
very  contrary  of  ambition;  and  that  modesty  al- 
lays all  those  passions  and  inquietudes  to  which 
that  vice  exposes  us.  He  that  is  moderate  in  his 
wishes  from  reason  and  choice,  and  not  resigned 
from  sourness,  distaste  or  disappointment,  doubles 
all  the  pleasures  of  his  life.  The  air,  the  season, 
a  sufishmy  day,  or  a  fair  prospect,  are  instances 
of  happiness,  and  that  which  he  enjoys  in  com- 
mon  with  all  the  world,  (by  his  exemption  from 
the  enchantments  by  which  all  the  world  are 
bewitched,)  are  to  him  uncommon  benefits  and 
new  acquisitions.  Health  is  not  eaten  up  with 
care,  nor  pleasure  interrupted  by  envy.  It  is  not 
to  him  of  any  consequence  what  this  man  is  fam- 
ed for,  or  for  what  the  other  is  preferred.  He 
knows  there  is  in  such  a  place  an  uninterrupted 
walk;  he  can  meet  in  such  a  company  an  agreea- 
ble conversation.  He  has  no  emulation,  he  is  no 
man's  rival,  but  every  man's  well-wisher;  can 
look  at  a  prosperous  man  with  a  pleasure  in  re- 
flecting that  he  hopes  he  is  as  happy  as  himself; 
and  has  his  mind  and  his  fortune,  as  far  as  pru- 
dence will  allow,  open  to  the  unhappy  and  to  the 
stranger. 

Lucceiushas  learning,  wit,humour,  eloquence, 
but  no  ambitious  prospects  to  pursue  with  these 
advantages;  therefore  to  the  ordinary  world  he  is 

Eerhaps  thought  to  want  spirit, but  known  among 
is  friends  to  have  a  mind  of  the  most  consum- 
mate greatness.  He  wants  no  man's  admiration, 
is  in  no  need  of  pomp.     His  clothes  please  him. 
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if  they  are  fashionable  and  warm;  his  companions 
are  agreeable,  if  they  are  civil  and  well-natured* 
There  is  with  him  no  occasion  for  superfluity  at 
meals  or  jollity  in  company;  in  a  word,  for  any 
thing  extraordmary  to  admmister  delight  to  him. 
Want  of  prejudice  and  command  of  appetite  are 
the  companions  which  make  his  journey  of  life 
so  easy,  that  he  in  all  places  meets  with  more 
wit,  more  good  cheer,  and  more  good  humour, 
than  is  necessary  to  make  him  enjoy  himself  with 
pleasure  and  satisfaction. 

STEELE.  T. 


-(i-^©e-f)- 
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Omnibus  in  terris,  quas  sunt  ci  Gadibus  usque 
Jiuroram  et  Gangem^  pauci  dignoscere  possunt 
Vera  bona,  atque  illla  muttum  diversa,  remold 
Emms  nebula Juv.  Sat. 

Look  round  tlie  habitable  world,  how  few 
Know  their  own  good,  or,  knowing  it,  pursue. 

Drtdex. 

In  my  last  Saturday's  paper  (No.  201,)  1  laid 
down  some  thoughts  upon  devotion  in  general, 
and  shall  here  show  what  were  the  notions  of  the 
most  refined  heathens  on  this  subject,  as  they 
are  represented  in  Plato's  dialogue  upon  pra^'^er, 
entitled,  Alcibiades  the  Second,  which  doubtless 
gave  occasion  to  Juvenal's  tenth  satire,  and  to 
the  second  satire  of  Persius;  as  the  last  of  these 
authors  has  almost  transcribed  the  preceding  dia- 
logue, entitled  Alcibiades  the  First,  in  his  fourth 
satire. 
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The  speakers  in  this  dialogue  upon  prayer  are 
Socrates  and  Alcibiades;  and  the  substance  of  it, 
(when  drawn  together  out  of  the  intricacies  and 
digressions)  as  follows: 

Socrates  meeting  his  pupil  Alcibiades,  as  he 
was  going  to  his  devotions,  and  observing  his 
eyes  to  be  fixed  upon  the  earth  with  great  seri- 
ousness and  attention,  tells  him  that  he  had  rea- 
son to  be  thoughtful  on  that  occasion,  since  it 
was  possible  for  a  man  to  bring  down  evils  upon 
himself  by  his  own  prayers,  and  that  those  things, 
which  the  gods  send  him  in  answer  to  his  peti- 
tions, might  turn  to  his  destruction.  This,  savs 
he,  may  not  only  happen  when  a  man  prays  for 
what  he  knows  is  mischievous  in  its  own  nature, 
as  (Edipus  implored  the  gods  to  sow  dissension 
between  his  sons;  but  when  he  prays  for  what 
he  believes  would  be  for  his  good,  and  against 
what  he  believes  would  be  to  his  detriment 
This,  the  philosopher  shows,  must  necessarily 
happen  among  us,  since  most  men  are  blinded 
with  ignorance,  prejudice  or  passion,  which  hin- 
der them  from  seeing  such  things  as  are  really 
beneficial  to  them.  For  an  instance,  he  asks 
Alcibiades,  whether  he  would  not  be  thoroughly 
pleased  and  satisfied  if  that  god,  to  whom  he  was 
going  to  address  himself,  should  promise  to  make 
him  the  sovereign  of  the  whole  earth?  Alcibiades 
answers,  that  he  should  doubtless  look  upon  such 
a  promise  as  the  greatest  favour  that  could  be 
bestowed  upon  him.  Socrates  then  asks  him,  if 
after  receiving  this  great  favour  he  would  be  con- 
tented to  lose  his  life?  or  if  he  would  receive  it 
though  he  was  sure  he  should  make  an  ill  use  oi 
it?  To  both  which  questions  Alcibiades  answers 
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in  the  negative.  Socrates  then  shows  him,  from 
the  examples  of  others,  how  these  might  very 
prohably  oe  the  effects  of  such  a  blessing.  He 
then  adds,  that  other  reputed  pieces  of  good  for- 
tune, as  that  of  having  a  son,  or  procuring  the 
highest  post  in  a  government,  are  subject  to  the 
like  fatal  consequences,  which  nevertheless,  says 
he,  men  ardently  desire,  and  would  not  fail  to 
pray  for,  if  they  thought  their  prayers  might  be 
effectual  for  the  obtaining  of  them. 

Having  established  this  great  point,  that  all  the 
most  apparent  blessings  in  this  life  are  obnoxious 
to  such  dreadful  consequences,  and  that  no  man 
knows  what  in  its  events  would  prove  to  him  a 
blessing  or  a  curse,  he  teaches  Alcibiades  after 
what  manner  he  ought  to  pray. 

In  the  first  place,  he  recommends  to  him,  as 
the  model  of  his  devotions,  a  short  prayer,  which 
a  Greek  poet  composed  for  the  use  of  his  friends, 
in  the  following  words:  *  0  Jupiter,  give  us  those 
things  which  are  good  for  us,  whether  they  are 
such  things  as  we  pray  for,  or  such  things  as  we 
do  not  pray  for;  and  remove  from  us  those  things 
which  are  hurtful,  though  they  are  such  things 
as  we  pray  for.' 

In  tne  second  place,  that  his  disciple  may  ask 
such  things  as  are  expedient  for  him,  he  shows 
him,  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  apply  him- 
self to  the  study  of  true  wisdom,  and  to  the  know- 
ledge of  that  which  is  his  chief  good,  and  the 
most  suitable  to  the  excellency  of  his  nature. 

In  the  third  and  last  place  he  informs  him,  that 
the  best  methods  he  could  make  use  of  to  draw 
down  blessings  upon  himself,  and  to  render  his 
prayers  acceptable,  would  be  to  live  in  a  con- 
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slant  practice  of  his  duty  towards  the  gods,  and 
towards  men.  Under  this  head  he  very  much 
recommends  a  form  of  prayer  the  Lacedemonians 
make  use  of,  in  which  they  petition  the  gods  *  to 
give  them  all  good  things  so  long  as  they  were 
virtuous. '  Under  this  head  likewise  he  gives  a 
very  remarkable  account  of  an  oracle  to  the  fol- 
lowing purpose. 

When  the  Athenians,  in  the  war  with  the  La- 
cedemonians, received  many  defeats  both  by  sea 
and  land,  they  sent  a  message  to  the  oracle  of  Ju- 
piter Ammon,  to  ask  the  reason  why  they,  who 
erected  so  many  temples  to  the  gods,  and  adorn- 
ed them  with  such  costly  offerings:  why  they, 
who  had  instituted  so  many  festivals,  and  accom- 
panied them  with  such  pomps  and  ceremonies; 
m  short,  why  they,  who  had  slain  so  many  heca- 
tombs at  their  altars,  should  he  less  successful 
than  the  Lacedemonians,  who  fell  so  short  of 
them  in  all  these  particulars?  To  this,  says  he, 
the  oracle  made  the  following  reply:  *  1  am  bet- 
ter pleased  with  the  prayers  of  the  Lacedemo 
nians,  than  with  all  the  oblations  of  the  Greeks.' 
As  this  prayer  implied  and  encouraged  virtue  in 
those  who  made  it,  the  philosopher  proceeds  to 
show  how  the  most  vicious  man  might  be  devout, 
so  far  as  victims  could  make  him,  but  that  his  of- 
ferings were  regarded  by  the  gods  as  bribes,  and 
his  petitions  as  blasphemies.  He  likewise  quotes 
on  this  accasion  two  verses  out  of  Homer,  in 
which  the  poet  says,  *  that  the  scent  of  the  Trojan 
sacrifices  was  carried  up  to  heaven  by  the  winds; 
but  that  it  was  not  acceptable  to  the  gods,  who 
were  displeased  with  Priam  and  all  his  people. 

The  conclusion  of  this  dialogue  is  very  re- 
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markable.  Socrates  having  deterred  Alcmiades 
from  the  prayers  and  sacrifice  which  he  was  go- 
inc  to  offer,  by  setting  forth  the  above-mentioned 
difficulties  of  performing  that  duty  as  he  ought, 
adds  these  words,  *  We  must  therefore  wait  till 
such  time  as  we  may  learn  how  we  ought  to  be- 
have ourselves  towards  the  gods,  and  towards 
men.'  *  But  when  will  that  time  come,  says  Al- 
cibiades,  and  who  is  it  that  will  instruct  us?  for 
1  would  fain  see  this  man,  whoever  he  is.'  *  It  is 
one  (says  Socrates)  who  takes  care  of  you;  but  as 
Homer  tells  us,  that  Minerva  removed  the  mist 
from  Diomede's  eyes,  that  he  might  plainly  dis- 
cover both  gods  and  men:  so  the  darkness  that 
hangs  upon  your  mind  must  be  removed  before 
you  are  able  to  discern  what  is  good  and  what  is 
evil.'  *  Let  him  remove  from  my  mind,  says  Al- 
cibiades,  the  darkness,  and  what  else  he  pteases, 
1  am  determined  to  refuse  nothing  he  shall  order 
me,  whoever  he  is,  so  that  I  may  become  the  bet- 
ter man  by  it.'  The  remaining  part  of  this  dia- 
logue is  very  obscure:  there  is  something  in  it 
that  would  make  us  think  Socrates  hinted  at  him- 
self, when  he  spoke  of  this  divine  teacher  who 
was  to  come  into  the  world,  did  not  he  own  that 
he  himself  was,  in  this  respect,  as  much  at  a  loss, 
and  in  as  great  distress,  as  the  rest  of  mankind. 

Some  learned  men  look  upon  this  conclusion 
as  a  prediction  of  our  Saviour,  or  at  least  that 
Socrates,  like  the  high-priest,*  prophesied  un- 
knowingly, and  pointed  at  that  Divme  Teacher 
who  was  to  come  into  the  world  some  ages  after 
him.     However  that  may  be,  we  find  tnat  tliis 

*  Caiaphas.  John  zi.  49 — 53. 
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great  philosopher  saw  by  the  light  of  reason,  that 
It  was  suitable  to  the  goodness  of  the  Divine  Na- 
ture, to  send  a  person  into  the  world,  who  should 
instruct  mankind  in  the  duties  of  religion,  and, 
m  particular,  teach  them  how  to  pray. 

Whoever  reads  this  abstract  of  Plato's  dis- 
course  on  prayer,  will,  I  believe,  naturally  make 
this  reflection:  that  the  great  Founder  of  our  re- 
ligion, as  well  by  his  own  example  as  in  the  form 
of  prayer  which  he  taught  his  disciples,  did  not 
only  keep  up  to  those  rules  which  the  light  of  na- 
ture had  suggested  to  this  great  philosopher,  but 
instructed  his  disicples  in  the  whole  extent  of  this 
duty,  as  well  as  of  all  others.  He  directed  them 
to  the  proper  object  of  adoration,  and  taught  them, 
according  to  the  third  rule  above-mentioned,  to 
apply  themselves  to  him  in  their  closets,  without 
snow  or  ostentation,  and  tow^orship  him  inspirit 
and  in  truth.  As  the  Lacedemonians,  in  their 
form  of  prayer,  implored  the  gods  in  general  to 
give  them  all  good  things  so  long  as  mey  were 
virtuous,  we  ask  in  particular,  ^  that  our  offences 
may  be  forgiven,  as  we  forgive  those  of  others.' 
If  we  look  into  the  second  rule  which  Socrates 
has  prescribed,  namely,  that  we  should  apply  our- 
selves to  the  knowledge  of  such  things  as  are  best 
for  us,  this  too  is  explained  at  large  in  the  doc- 
trines of  the  gospel,  where  we  are  taught  in 
several  instances  to  regard  those  things  as  curses 
which  appear  as  blessings  in  the  eye  of  the  world, 
and,  on  the  contrary,  to  esteem  those  things  as 
blessings  which,  to  the  generality  of  mankind, 
appear  as  curses.  Thus,  in  the  form  which  is  pre- 
scribed to  us,  we  only  pray  for  that  happiness 
which  is  our  chief  good^  and  the  great  eaa  of  our 
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existence,  when  we  petition  the  Supreme  Being, 
for  the  coming  of  his  kingdom^  being  solicitous 
for  no  other  temporal  blessings  but  our  daily 
sustenance.  On  the  other  side,  we  pray  against 
nothing  but  sin,  and  against  evil  in  general,  leav- 
ing it  with  Omniscience  to  determine  what  is 
really  such.  If  we  look  into  the  first  of  Socra- 
tes's  rules  of  prayer,  in  which  he  recommends 
the  above-mentioned  form  of  the  ancient  poet, 
we  find  that  form  not  only  comprehended,  but 
very  much  improved  in  the  petition,  wherein  we 
pray  to  the  Supreme  Being  that  his  will  may  be 
done:  which  is  of  the  same  force  with  that  form 
which  our  Saviour  used,  when  he  prayed  against 
the  most  painful  and  most  ignominious  of  deaths. 
*  Nevertheless,  not  my  will,  but  thine  be  done.' 
This  comprehensive  petition  is  the  most  humble, 
as  well  as  the  most  prudent,  that  can  be  offered  up 
from  the  creature  to  his  Creator,  as  it  supposes 
the  Supreme  Being  wills  nothing  but  what  is  for 
our  good,  and  that  he  knows  better  than  our- 
selves what  is  so. 

ADDISON.  C. 
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Feniunt  specleniur  ut  ipsa.        Ovid.  Ars.  Am. 

To  be  themselves  a  spectacle  they  come. 

1  HATE  several  letters  from  people  of  good 
sense,  who  lament  the  depravity  or  poverty  of 
taste  the  town  is  fallen  into  with  relation  to  plays 
and  public  spectacles.     A  lady  in  particular  od- 
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serves,  that  there  is  such  a  levity  io  the  minds  of 
her  own  sex,  that  they  seldom  attend  any  thing 
but  impertinencies.  It  is  indeed  prodigious  to 
observe  how  little  notice  is  taken  ot  the  most  ex- 
alted parts  of  the  best  tragedies  in  Shakspeare; 
nay,  it  is  not  only  visible  that  sensuality  has  de- 
voured all  greatness  of  soul,  but  the  under  pas- 
sion (as  I  may  so  call  it)  of  a  noble  spirit,  pity, 
seems  to  be  a  stranger  to  the  generality  of  an  au- 
dience. The  minas  of  men  are  indeed  very  dif- 
ferently disposed,  and  the  reliefs  from  care  and 
attention  are  of  one  sort  in  a  great  spirit,  and  of 
another  in  an  ordinary  one.  The  man  of  a  great 
heart  and  a  serious  complexion,  is  more  pleased 
with  instances  of  generosity  and  pity,  than  the 
light  ^nd  ludicrous  spirit  can  possibly  be  with 
the  highest  strains  ot  mirth  and  laughter;  it  is 
therefore  a  melancholy  prospect  when  we  see  a 
numerous  assembly  lost  to  all  serious  entertain- 
ments, and  such  incidents  as  should  move  one 
sort  of  concern,  excite  in  them  a  quite  contrary 
one.  In  the  tragedy  of  Macbeth,  the  other  night, 
when  the  lady  who  is  conscious  of  the  crime  of 
murdering  the  king,  seems  utterly  astonished  at 
the  news,  and  makes  an  exclamation  at  it,  instead 
of  the  indignation  which  is  natural  to  the  occa- 
sion, that  expression  is  received  with  aloud  laugh: 
they  were  as  merry  when  a  criminal  was  stabbed. 
It  is  certainly  an  occasion  of  rejoicing  when  the 
wicked  are  seized  in  their  designs;  but  I  think, 
it  is  not  such  a  triumph  as  is  exerted  by  laughter. 
You  may  generally  observe  that  the  appetites 
are  sooner  moved  than  the  passions:  a  sly  expres- 
sion which  alludes  to  bawdry,  puts  a  whole  row 
into  a  pleasing  smirk;  when  a  good  sentence,  tha 
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describes  an  inward  sentiment  of  the  soul,  is  re- 
ceived with  the  greatest  coldness  and  indiffer- 
ence. A  correspondent  of  mine  upon  this  sub- 
ject has  divided  the  female  part  of  the  audience, 
and  accounts  for  their  prepossessions  against  this 
reasonable  delight  in  the  following  manner: — The 
prude  (says  he,)  as  she  acts  always  in  contradic- 
tion, so  is  she  gravely  sullen  at  a  comedy,  and 
extravagantly  gay  at  a  tragedy.  The  coquette  is 
so  much  taken  up  with  throwmg;  her  eyes  around 
the  audience,  and  considering  the  effect  of  them, 
that  she  can  not  be  expected  to  observe  the  ac- 
tors, but  as  they  are  her  rivals,  and  take  off  the 
observation  of  the  men  from  herself.  Besides 
these  species  of  women,  there  are  the  Examples^ 
or  the  nrst  of  the  mode:  these  are  to  be  supposed 
too  well  acquainted  with  what  the  actor  is  going 
to  say  to  be  moved  at  it.  After  these  one  might 
mention  a  certain  flippant  set  of  females  who  are 
mimics,  and  are  wonderfully  diverted  with  the 
conduct  of  all  the  people  around  them,  and  are 
spectators  only  of  the  audience.  But  what  id  of 
all  the  most  to  be  lamented,  is  the  loss  of  a  party 
whom  it  would  be  worth  preserving  in  their  right 
senses  upon  all  occasions,  and  these  are  those 
whom  we  may  indifferently  call  the  innocent  or 
the  unaffected.  You  may  sometimes  see  one  of 
these  sensibly  touched  with  a  well-wrought  inci- 
dent; but  then  she  is  immediately  so  impertinent- 
ly observed  by  the  men,  and  frowned  at  by  some 
insensible  superior  of  her  own  sex,  that  she  is 
ashamed,  ana  loses  the  enjoyment  of  the  most 
laudable  concern,  pity.  Thus  the  whole  audience 
is  afraid  of  letting  fall  a  tear,  and  shun,  as  a  weak- 
ness, the  best  and  worthiest  part  of  our  aense^ 
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*SIR, 

*  As  you  are  one  that  doth  not  only  pretend  to 
reform,  but  effect  it  amongst  people  of  any  sense, 
makes  me,  who  am  one  of  the  greatest  of  your 
admirers,  give  you  this  trouble,  to  desire  you 
will  settle  the  method  of  us  females  knowing 
when  one  another  is  in  town;  for  they  have  now 
got  a  trick  of  never  sending  to  their  acquaint- 
ance when  they  first  come;  and  if  one  does  not 
visit  them  within  the  week  which  they  stay  at 
home,  it  is  a  mortal  quarrel.  Now,  dear  Mr. 
Spec,  either  command  them  to  put  it  in  the  ad- 
vertisement of  your  paper,  which  is  generally 
read  by  our  sex,  or  else  order  them  to  breathe 
their  saucy  footmen,  (who  are  good  for  nothing 
else)  by  sending  them  to  tell  all  their  aqq^uaint- 
ance.  If  you  thmk  to  print  this,  pray  put  it  into 
a  better  style  as  to  the  spelling  part.  Tne  town  is 
now  filling  every  day,  and  it  can  not  be  deferred, 
because  people  take  advantage  of  one  another  by 
this  means,  and  break  off  acquaintance,  and  are 
rudfe:  therefore  pray  put  this  in  your  paper  as 
soon  as  you  can  possibly,  to  prevent  any  future 
miscarriages  of  this  nature.  I  am,  as  I  ever  shall 
be,  dear  Spec, 

'  Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

*  MARY  ME  AN  WELL.' 

*  Pray,  settle  what  is  to  be  a  proper  notification 
of  a  person's  being  in  town,  and  how  that  differs 
according  to  people's  quality.' 

*  MR.  SPECTATOR,  Octobcr  the  20th. 

*  I  have  been  out  of  town,  so  did  not  meet  with 
your  paper  dated  September  28th,  (No.  182,) 
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wherein  you,  ta  my  heart's  desire,  exposed  that 
cursed  vice  of  ensnaring  poor  young  girls,  and 
drawing  them  from  their  iriends.  I  assure  you, 
without  flattery,  it  has  saved  a  'prentice  of  mine 
from  ruin;  ana  in  token  of  gratitude  as  well  as 
for  the  benefit  of  my  family,  1  have  put  it  in  a 
frame  and  glass,  and  hung  it  behind  my  counter. 
1  shall  take  care  to  make  my  young  ones  read  it 
every  morning,  to  fortify  them  agamst  such  per- 
nicious rascals.  1  know  not  whether  what  you 
write  was  matter  of  fact,  or  your  own  invention ; 
but  this  I  will  take  my  oath  on,  the  first  part  is 
so  exactly  like  what  happened  to  my  'prentice, 
that  had  I  read  your  paper  then,  I  should  have 
taken  your  method  to  nave  secured  a  villain. 
Go  on  and  prosper. 

*  Your  most  obliged  humble  servant' 

*MR.  SPECTATOR, 

*  Without  raillery,  I  desire  you  to  insert  thi^ 
word  for  word,  in  your  next,  as  you  value  a  lo- 
ver's prayers.  You  see  it  is  a  hue  and  cry  after 
a  stray  heart  (with  the  marks  and  blemishes  un- 
der-written,) which,  whoever  shall  bring  to  you, 
shall  receive  satisfaction.  Let  me  beg  ofyou  not 
to  fail,  as  you  remember  the  passion  you  had  for 
her  to  whom  you  lately  ended  a  paper.  (No.  41 
or  No.  188.) 

*  Noble,  generous,  great  and  good. 
But  never  to  be  understood; 
Fickle  as  the  wind,  still  changing, 
After  every  female  ranging. 
Panting,  trembling,  sighing,  dying, 
^ut  addicted  much  to  lying: 
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WlURithe  Siren  scn^  repeats. 
Equal  measures  still  it  beats; 
Whoe'er  shall  wear  it,  it  will  smart  her. 
And  whoe'er  takes,  takes  a  Tartar.* 
STEELE.  T. 
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Eo-dAM  ufjimov,  isJi  fpytof  xscjwc.     SixoviSES. 

Of  earthly  gtxxls,  the  best  is  a  good  wife; 
A  bad,  the  bitterest  curse  of  human  life. 

There  are  no  authors  I  am  more  pleased  with 
than  those  who  show  human  nature  in  a  variety 
of  views,  and  describe  the  sevefal  ages  of  the 
world  in  their  different  manners.  A  reader  can 
nor  be  more  rationally  entertained  than  by  com- 
paring the  virtues  and  vices  of  his  own  times 
with  those  which  prevailed  in  the  times  of  his 
forefathers;  and  drawing  a  parallel  in  his  mind 
between  his  own  private  character  and  that  of 
other  persons,  whether  of  his  own  age,  or  of  the 
ages  tnat  went  before  him.  The  contemplation 
of  mankind  under  these  changeable  colours,  is 
apt  to  shame  us  out  of  any  particular  vice,  or 
animate  us  to  any  particular  virtue;  to  make  us 
pleased  or  displeased  with  otirselves  in  the  most 
proper  points,  to  clear  our  minds  of  prejudice 
and  prepossession,  and  rectify  that  narrowness  of 
temper  which  inclines  us  to  think  amiss  of  those 
who  differ  from  ourselves. 

If  we  look  into  the  manners  of  the  most  remote 
ages  of  the  world,  we  discover  human  nature  in 
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her  simplicity :  and  the  more  we  come  downward 
towards  our  own  times,  may  observe  her  hiding 
herself  in  artifices  and  refinements,  polished  in- 
sensibly out  of  her  original  plainness,  and  at 
length  entirely  lost  under  form  and  ceremony, 
ancr(what  we  call)  good-breeding.  Read  the  ac- 
counts of  nien  and  women  as  they  are  given  us 
by  the  most  ancient  writers,  both  sacred  and  pro- 
fane, and  vou  would  think  you  were  reading  the 
history  of  an  other,  species. 

Among  the  writers  of  antiquity,  there  are  none 
who  instruct  us  more  openly  in  the  manners  of 
their  respective  times  in  which  they  lived,  than 
those  who  have  employed  themselves  in  satire, 
under  what  dress  soever  it  may  appear;  as  there 
are  no  other  authors  whose  province  it  is  to  enter 
so  directly  into  the  ways  of  men,  and  set  their 
miscarriages  in  so  strong  a  light. 

Simonides,  a  poet  famous  in  his  generation,  is, 
1  think,  author  of  the  oldest  satire  that  is  now 
extant;  and,  as  some  say,  of  the  first  that  was 
ever  written.  This  poet  flourished  about  four 
hundred  years  after  the  siege  of  Troy;  and  shows, 
by  his  way  of  writing,  the  simplicity,  or  rather 
coarseness,  of  the  age  in  which  ne  lived.  I  have 
taken  notice,  in  my  hundred  and  sixty-first  spe- 
culation, that  the  rufe  of  observing  what  the 
French  call  the  bienseance  in  an  allusion,  has 
been  found  out  of  latter  years;  and  that  the  an- 
cients, provided  there  was  a  likeness  in  their  si- 
militudes, did  not  much  trouble  themselves  about 
the  decency  of  the  comparison.  The  satire  or 
iambics  of  Simonides,  with  which  1  shall  enter- 
tain my  readers  in  the  present  paper,  are  a  re- 
markable instance  of  what  1  formerly  advanced. 
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The  subjeet  of  this  satire  is  woman.  He  describes 
the  sex  in  their  several  characters,  which  he  de- 
rives  to  them  from  a  fanciful  supposition  raised 
upon  the  doctrine  of  pre^existence.  He  tells  us, 
tnat  the  gods  fororied  the. souls  of  women  out  of 
those  se^s  and  principles  which  compose  seve* 
ral  kinds  of  animals  and  elements;  ana  that  their 
good  or  bad  dispositions  arise  in  them  according 
as  such  and  such  seeds  and  principles  predomi. 
nate  in  their  constitutions.  I  have  translated  the 
author  very  faithfully,  and  if  not  word  for  word 
(which  our  language  would  not  bear,^)  at  least  so 
as  to  comprehend  every  one  of  his  sentiments, 
without  aadin^  any  thing  of  my  own.  1  have 
already  apologized  for  this  authoVs  want  of  deli- 
cacy; and  must  further  premise,  that  the  f(^U)w- 
ing  satire  affects  only  some  of  the  lower  part  of 
the  sex,  and  not  those  who  have  been  refined  by 
a  polite  education,  which  was  not  so  common  in 
the  age  of  this  poet. 

<  In  the  beginning  God  made  the  souls  of  wo- 
mankind out  of  different  materials,  and  in  a  sepa- 
rate state  from  their  bodies.  «* 

*  The  souls  of  one  kind  of  women  \^ere  formed 
out  of  those  ingredients  which  compose  a  swine. 
A  woman  of  this  make  is  a  slut  in  her  house, 
and  a  glutton  at  her  table.  •  She  is  uncleanly  in 
her  person,  a  slattern  in  her  dress,  and  her  fami- 
ly is  no  better  than  a  dunghill. 

<  A  second  sort  of  female  soul  was  formed  out 
of  the  same  materials  that  enter  into  the  compo- 
sition of  a  fox.  Such  a  one  is  what  we  call  a  no- 
table discerninjg  woman,  who  has  an  insight  into 
every  thing  wnether  it  be  good  or  bad.     In  this 
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species  of  females  there  are  some  virtuous  and 
some  vicious. 

*  A  third  kind  of  women  were  made  up  of  ca- 
nine particles.  These  are  what  we  commonly 
call  scolds,  who  imitate  the  animals  outof  whicfe 
they  were  taken,  that  are  always  busy  and  bark-r 
ing,  that  snarl  at  every  one  who  comes  in  their 
way,  and  live  in  perpetual  clamour. 

*  The  fourth  kind  of  women  were  made  out  of 
the  earth.  These  are  your  sluggards,  who  pass 
away  their  time  in  indolence  and  ignorance,  ho- 
ver over  the  fire  a  whole  winter,  and  apply 
themselves  with  alacrity  to  no  kind  of  business 
but  eating. 

*  The  fifth  species  of  females  were  made  out  of 
the  sea.  These  are  women  of  variable  uneven 
tempers,  sometimes  all  storm  and  tempest,  some- 
times all  calm  and  sunshine.  The  stranger  who 
sees  one  of  these  in  her  smiles  and  smoothness, 
would  cry  her  up  for  a  miracle  of  good  humour; 
but  on  a  sudden  her  looks  and  her  words  are 
changed,  she  is  nothing  but  fury  and  outrage, 
floise  and  hurricane. 

*  The  sixth  species  were  made  up  of  the  ingre- 
dients which  compose  an  ass,  or  a  beast  of  bur- 
den. These  are  naturally  exceeding  slothful,  but 
upon  the  husband's  exerting  his  authority,  will 
live  upon  hard  fare,  and  do  every  thing  to  please 
him.  They  are,  however,  far  from  bemg  averse 
to  venereal  pleasure,  and  seldom  refuse  a  male 
conipanion. 

*  The  cat  furnished  materials  for  a  seventh  spe- 
cies of  women,  who  are  of  a  melancholy,  fro  ward, 
unamiable  nature,  and  so  repugnant  to  the  offers 
of  love,  that  they  fly  in  the  face  of  their  husband 
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when  be  approaches  them  with  conjugal  endear- 
ments.— ^Tiiis  species  of  women  are  likewise  sub- 
ject to  little  thefts,  cheats,  and  pilfering 

*  The  mare  with  a  flowing  mane,  which  was 
never  broke  to  any  servile  toil  and  labour,  com- 
posed an  eighth  species  of  women.  These  are 
they  who  have  little  regard  for  their  husbands, 
who  pass  away  their  time  in  dressing,  bathing, 
and  perfuming;  who  throw  their  hair  into  the 
nicest  curls,  and  trick  it  up  with  the  fairest  flow- 
ers and  garlands.  A  woman  of  this  species  is  a 
very  pretty  thing  for  a  stranger  to  look  upon, 
but  very  detrin>ental  to  the  owner,  unless  it  be  a 
kingor  prince  who  takes  a  fancy  to  such  a  toy. 

*  The  ninth  species  of  females  were  taken  out 
of  the  ape.  These  are  such  as  are  both  ugly  and 
ill-natured,  who  have  nothing  beautiful  in  them- 
selves, and  endeavour  to  detract  from,  or  ridicule, 
every  thing  which  appears  so  in  others. 

« The  tenth  and  last  species  of  women  were 
made  out  of  the  bee;  and  happy  is  the  man  who 
gets  such  a  one  for  his  wife.  She  is  altogether 
faultless  and  unblameable;  her  family  flourishel 
and  improves  by  her  ^ood  management.  She 
loves  her  husband,  and  is  beloved  by  him.  She 
brings  him  a  race  of  beautiful  and  virtuous  chil- 
dren. She  distinguishes  herself  among  her  sex. 
She  is  surrounded  with  graces.  She  never  sits 
among  the  loose  tribe  of  women,  nor  pmsses  away 
her  time  with  them  in  wanton  discourses.  She 
is  full  of  virtue  and  prudence,  and  is  the  best 
wife  that  Jupiter  can  bestow  on  man. ' 

I  shall  conclude  these  iambics  with  the  motto 
of  this  paper,  which  is  a  fragment  of  the  same  au- 
thor: <  A  man  can  not  possess  any  thing  that  is 
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better  than  a  good  woman,  nor  any  thing  that  is 
worse  than  a  bad  one. 

As  the  poet  has  shown  a  great  penetration  in 
this  diversity  of  female  characters,  ne  has  avoided 
the  fault  which  Juvenal  and  Monsieur  Boileau 
are  guilty  of,  the  former  in  his  sixth,  and  the 
other  in  nis  last  satire,  where  they  have  endea- 
voured to  expose  the  sex  in  general,  without  do- 
ing justice  to  the  valuable  part  of  it.  Such  level- 
ling satires  are  of  no  use  to  the  world;  and  for  this 
reason  1  have  often  wondered  how  the  French 
author  above-mentioned,  who  was  a  man  of  ex- 
Quisite  judgment,  and  a  lover  of  virtue,  could 
think  human  nature  a  proper  subject  for  satire  in 
another  of  his  celebrated  pieces  which  is  called 
The  satire  upon  man.  W  hat  vice  or  frailty  can 
a  discourse  correct,  which  censures  the  wholfe 
species  alike,  and  endeavours  to  show,  by  sotne 
superficial  strokes  of  wit,  that  brutes  are  the  moai 
excellent  creatures  of  the  two?  A  satire  should 
expose  nothing  but  what  is  corrigible,  and  make 
a  due  discrimination  between  those  who  are,  and 
those  who  are  not  the  proper  objects  of  it 

ADDISON.  L. 
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Nendo  quomodo  inhaaret  in  mentUnis  quasi  aeeuhrum  quod- 
dam  augurium  fuiurorum;  idque  in  maximis  ingemis  al- 
tiasimisque  animis  et  exidtit  maximc,  et  apparetJacilUme. 

Cic.  Tusc.  QuxsT. 

There  is^  I  know  not  how,  in  the  minds  of  men,  a  certain 
presage,  as  it  were,  of  a  future  existence;  and  this  takes 
the  deepest  root,  and  is  most  discoverable,  in  the  greatest 
geniuses  and  most  exalted  souls. 

« TO  THE  SPECTATOR- 

<1  AM  fully  persuaded  tbat  one  of  the  best 
springs  of  generous  and  worthy  actions,  is  the 
haying  eenerous  and  worthy  thoughts  of  our- 
selves. W  hoever  has  a  mean  opinion  of  the  dig- 
nity of  his  nature,  will  act  in  no  higher  a  rank 
than  he  has  allotted  himself  in  his  own  estima- 
tion. If  he  considers  his  being  as  circvimscribed 
by  the  uncertain  term  of  a  few  years,  his  designs 
will  be  contracted  into  the  same  narrow  s]>an  hk 
imagines  is  to  bound  his  existence.  How  can  he 
exalt  his  thoughts  to  any  thing  great  and  nol>le, 
who  only  believes  that,  after  a  snort  turn  on  the 
stage  of  this  world,  he  is  to  sink  into  oblivion, 
and  to  lose  his  consciousness  for  ever? 

<  For  this  reason,  I  am  of  opinion,  that  so  use- 
ful and  elevated  a  contemplation  as  that  of  the 
soul's  immortality  can  not  be  resumed  too  often. 
There  is  not  a  more  improving  exercise  to  the 
human  mind,  than  to  be  frequently  reviewing  its 
own  great  privileges  and  endowments;  nor  a  more 
efiectual  means  to  awaken  in  us  an  ambition  rais- 
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ed  above  low  objects  and  little  pursuits,  than  to 
value  ourselves  as  heirs  of  eternity. 

^  It  is  a  very  great  satisfaction  to  consider  the 
best  and  wisest  of  mankind  in  all  nations  and 
ages,  asserting,  as  with  one  voice,  this  their  birth- 
right, and  td  find  it  ratified  by  an  express  revela- 
tion. At  the  same  time,  if  we  turn  our  thoughts 
inward  upon  ourselves,  we  may  meet  with  a  kind 
of  secret  sense  concurring  with  the  proofs  of  our 
own  immortfidity. 

*  You  have,  in  my  opinion,  raised  a  good  pte^ 
sumptive  argument  from  the  increasing  appetite 
the  mind  has  tb  knowledge  (No.  Ill),  and  to  the 
extending  Its  own  faculties,  which  cati  not  be  ac- 
complished, as  the  more  restrained  perfection  of 
lower  crieatures  may,  in  the  limits  ol  a  short  life. 
1  think  another  probable  conjecture  may  be  rais- 
ed from  our  appetite  to  duration  itself,  and  from 
a  reflection. on  our  progress  through  the  several 
stages  of  it:  **  We  are  complaining,"  as  you  ob- 
serve in  a  former  speculation,  (No.  93)  '*  of  the 
shortness  of  life,  and  yet  are  perpetually  hurry- 
ing over  the  parts  of  it,  to.  arrive  at  certain  little 
settlements,  or  imaginary  points  of  rest,  which 
are  dispersed  up  and  down  in  it. " 

^  Now  let  us  consider  what  happens  to  us  when 
we  arrive  at  these  imaginary  points  of  rest:  do  we 
stop  our  motion j and  sit  down  satisfied  in  ihe  set- 
tlement we  have  gained?  or  are  we  not  remaining 
the  boundary,  and  marking  out  new  points  of 
rest,  to  which  we  press  forward  with  the  like 
eagerness,  and  which  cease  to  be  such  as  fast  as 
we  attain  them?  Our  case  is  like  that  of  a  travel- 
ler upon  the  Alps,  who  should  fancy  that  the  top 
of  the  next  hill  must  end  hi&  journey,  because  it 
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terminates  his  prospect;  but  he  no  sooner  arrives 
at  it,  than  he  sees  new  ground  and  other  hiUs  be- 
yond it;  and  continues  to  travel  on  as  before.^ 

*  This  is  so  plainly  eveiy  man's  condition  in 
life,  that  there  is  no  one  who  has  observed  any 
thing,  but  may  observe^  that  as  fast  as  his  time 
wears  slwoVj  his  appetite  to  something  future  re- 
mains. The  use  therefore  1  would.make  of  it  is 
this,  that  since  nature,  as  some  love  to  •express  it, 
does  nothing  in  vain,  or,  to  speak  properly,  since 
the  Author  of  our  bein^  has  planted  no  i^ander- 
ing  passion  in  it,  no  desire  which  has  not  its  ob- 
ject, futurity  is  the  proper  object  of  the  passion 
so  constantly  exercised  about  it;  andihis  restless- 
ness in  the  present,  this  assigning  ourselves  ov^ 
to  farther  stages  of  duration,  miasuccessive  grasp- 
ing at  somewhat  still  to  come,  appears  to  me, 
whatever  it  may  to  others,  as  a  kind  of  instinct, 
or  natural  symptom,  which  the  mind  of  man  has 
of  its  own  immortality. 

'*  1  take  it  at  the  same  time  for  granted,  ihat  the 
immortality  of  the  soul  is  sufficientlv  establii^ied 
by  other  arguments;  and  if  so,  this  appetite, 
which  otherwise  would  be  very  unaccountable 
and  absurd,  seems  very  reasonable,  and  adds 
strength  to  the  conclusion.  But  1  am  amazed 
when  1  consider  there  are  creatures  capable  of 
thought,  who,  in  spite  of  every  arjgunnent,  can 
form  to  themselves  a  sullen  satisfaction  in  think- 
ing otherwise.  There  is  something  so  pitifully 
mean  m  the  inverted  ambition  of  that  man  who 
can  hope  for  annihilation,  and  please  himself  te 
think  that  his  whole  fabric  shall  one  day  crumble 

*  This  is  taken  ^&oiii?o^e's  Essajr  on  Criticiiiii,  y.  SS5. 
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into  dust,  and  mix  with  the  masi)  of  inanimate 
beings,  that  it  equally  deserves^  our  admiration 
and  pity.  The  mystery  of  suchmen^s^  unbelidF 
is  not  hard  to  be  penetrated ;  andy  indeed,  amounts^ 
to  nothing  more  than  a  sordid  hope  that  they  shall 
not  be  immortal  because  they  daiie  not  be  so; 

^  This  brings  me  back  to  my  first  observation, 
and  gives  me  occasion  to  say  further,  that  as  wor- 
thy actions  spring  from  worthy  thoughts,  so  Wor- 
thy thoughts  are  likewise  the  consequence  of  wor- 
thy actions:  but  the  wretch  who  nas  de^adecl 
himself  below  the  character  of  immortality,  is- 
very  willing  to  resign  his  pretensions  to  it,  and 
to  substitute  in  its  room  a  dark  negative  happi- 
ness in  the  extinctign  of  his  being. 

<  The  admirable  Shakspeare  has  ^iven  us  a 
strong  image  of  the  unsupported  condition  of  such 
aj^rson  in  his  last  minutes,  in  the  second  part 
oiKing  Henry  VI,  where  Cardinal  Beaufort,  who 
had  been  concerned  in  the  murder  of  the  good 
Duke  Humphry,  is  represented  on  his  death-bed. 
After  some  ^ort  contused  speeches,  which  shc^vv 
an  imagination  disturbed  with  guilt,  just  as  he  is 
expiring,  king  Henry  standing  by  him,  ftiU  of 
compassion)  says^ 

"  Lord  Caidinal!  if  thou  think'st  on  Heaven's  blis^ 
Hdd  up  thy  hand,  make  sig^nal  of  that  hope ! 
He  dies^  and  makes  no  sign!":-^—^ 

*  The  defi^ir  which  is  here  shown  without  » 
word  or  action  on  the  part  of  the  dying  person,  19 
beyond  what  could  be  painted  by  the  most  fbrci* 
b)e  expresmons  whatever. 

<  I  shflJt  not  pursue  this  thought  farther,,  bat 
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only  add,  th&t  as  annihilation  is  not  to  be  had 
witii  a  wish,  so  it  is  the  most  abject  thing,  in  the 
world  to  wish  it  What  are  honour,  fatne,  wealth, 
or  power,  when  compared  with  the  generous  ex- 
pectation of  a  bein^  without  end,  ana  a  happiness 
adequate  to  that  bemg. 

*  I  shall  trouble  you  no  further;  but  with  a  cer- 
tain gravity,  which  these  thoughts  have  given  me, 
1  reflect  upon  some  things  people  pay  of  you,  (as 
they  will  of  men  who  distinguish  themselves^) 
which  I  hope  are  not  true;  and  wish  you  as  gocKl 
a  man  as  you  are  an  author.     I  am,  sir, . 

^  I  our  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

HUGHES. 
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Fietis  meminerit  noajocarifabuUa,  PHjen>R. 

Let  it  be  remembered,  that  we  sport  in  fabled  stories. 

Having  lately  (No.  209J  translated  the  frag- 
ment of  an  old  poet,  which  describes  womankind 
under  several  characters,  and  supposes  them  to 
have  drawn  their  different  manners  and  disposi- 
tions from  those  animals  and  elements  out  of 
which  he  tells  us  they  were  compounded ;  I  had 
some  thoughts  of  giving  the  sex  their  revenge, 
by  laying  together,  in  anothier  paper,  the  many 
vicious  characters  which  prevail,  in  the  male 
world,  and  showing  the  difierent  ingredients  that 
go  to  the  making  up  of  such  different  humours 
and  constitutions.    Horace  has  a  thought  which 
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is  something  akin  to  this,  when,  in  order  to  ex- 
cuse himselfto  his  mistress  for  ah  invective  which 
he  had  written  against  her,  and  to  account  for 
that  unreasonahle  fury  with  which  the  heart  of 
man  is  often  transported,  he  tells  us,  that  when 
Prometheus  ipaaenia  man  of  clay,  in  the  knead- 
ing up  of  the  heart,  he  seasoned  it  with  some  fu- 
rious particles  of  the  lion.  But  upon  turning 
this  plan  to  and  fro  in  my  thoughts,  I  observed 
so  many  unaccountable  humours  in  man,  that  1 
did  not  know  out  of  what  animals  to  fetch  them. 
Male  souls  are  diversified  with  so  many  charac- 
ters, that  the  world  has  not  variety  of  materials 
sufficient  to  furnish  out  their  difierent  tempers 
and  inclinations.  The  creation  with  all  its  ani- 
mals and  elements  would  not  be  large  enough  to 
supply  their  several  extravagancies. 

Ipstead,  therefore,  of  pursuing  the  thought  of 
Simonides,  I  shall  observe  that  as  he  has  exposed 
the  vicious  part  of  women  from  the  doctrine  of 

E re-existence,  some  of  the  ancient  philosophers 
ave,  in  a  manner,  satirized  the  vicious  part  of  the 
human  spedies  in  general  from  a  notion  of  the 
soul's  post-existence,  if  I  may  so  call  it;  and  that, 
its  Simonides  describes  brutes  entering  into  the 
composition  of  women,  others  have  represented 
human  souls  as  entering  into  brutes.  This  is 
commonly  termed  the  doctrine  of  transmigration, 
which  supposes  that  human  souls,  upon  their  leav- 
ing the  body,  become  the  souls  of  such  kinds  of 
brutes  as  they  most  resemble  in  their  manners, 
or  to  give  an  account  of  it,  as  Mr.  Dryden  has  de- 
scribed it  in  his  translation  of  Pythagoras's  speech 
in  the  fifteenth  book  of  Ovid,  where  that  philosor 
pher  dissuades  his  hearers  uom  eating  ne^h*-^ 
Vol.  IV.— 17  '    ' 
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*  Thus  all  things  are  but  alter'd,  nothing  dieSi 
And  here  and  there  th'  unbody'd  spirit  flies: 
By  time,  or  force,  or  sickness  di^ossess'd, 
Aiid  lodges  where  it  ligfhts,  in  binl  or  beast^ 
Or  hunts  without  till  reiady  limbs  it  find. 
And  actuates  those  according  to  their  kind» 
From  tenement  to  tenement  is  toss'd: 

The  soul  is  still  the  same,  the  figure  only  lost* 

*  Then  let  not  piety  be  put  to  flighty 
To  please  the  taste  of  glutton  appetite} 
But  sufier  inmate  souls  secure  to  dweU* 
Lest  from  their  seats  your  parents  you  es^el{ 
With  rapid  hunger  feed  upon  your  kind. 
Or  firora  a  beast  dislodge  a  brother's  mind.' 

Plato,  in  the  vision  of  Erus  the  Armenian, 
which  1  may  possibly  make  the  subject  of  a  fu- 
ture speculation,  records  some  beautifut  transmi- 
grations; as  that  the  soul  of  Orpheus,  who  was 
musical,  melancholy,  and  a  woman-hater,  enter- 
ed into  a  swan;  the  soul  of  Ajax,  which  was  all 
wrath  and  fierceness,  into  a  lion;  the  soul  of  Aga- 
memnon, that  was  rapacious  and  imperial,  into 
an  eagle;  and  the  soul  of  Thersites,  who  was  a 
mimic  and  a  buffoon,  into  a  monkey. 

Mr.  Gongreve,  in  a  prologue  to  one  of  his  co- 
medies, has  touched  upon  this  doctrine  with 
great  buitiour. 

*  Thus  Aristotle's  soul  of  old«  that  was, 
May  now  be  damn'd  to  animate  an  ass; 
Or  in  this  very  house,  for  aught  we  know. 
Is  doing  punfiil  penance  in  some  betu.' 

I  shall  fill  up  this  paper  with  some  letters 
which  mv  last  Tuesday's  speculation  has  pro- 
duced   My  following  correspondents  will  shoW« 


No.  211.  THE  SPECTATOR.  359 

what  1  there  observed,  that  the  speculation  of  that 
day  affects  only  the  lower  part  of  the  sex. 

'From  my. house  in  the  Strand^  October  30,  1711. 
*MR.  SPECTATOR, 

*  Upon  reading .  your  Tuesday's  paper,  I  find 
by  several  symptoms  in  my  constiUition,  that  1 
am  a  bee.  My  shop,  or,  it  you  please  to  call  it 
so,  my  cell,  is  in  that  great  hive  of  females  which 

foes  by  the  name  of  the  New  Exchange;  where 
am  daily  employed  in  gathering  together  a  lit- 
tle stock  of  gain  from  the  finest  flowers  about 
the  town,  1  mean  the  ladies  and  the  beaux.  1 
have  a  numerous  swarm  of  children,  to  whom  1 
give  the  best  education  I  am  able:  but,  sir,  it  is 
my  misfortune. to  be  marred  to  a  drone,  who 
lives  upon  what  I  get  without  bringing  any  thing 
into  the  common  stock.  Now,  sir,  as  on  the  one 
hand  1  take  care  not  to  behave  myself  towards 
him  like  a  wasp,  so,  likewise,  I  would  not  have 
him  look  upon  me  as  an  humble  bee;  for  which 
reason  I  do  all  I  can  to  put  him  upon  laying. up 
provision  for  a  bad  day,  and  frequently  represent 
to  him  the  fatal  efiects  his  sloth  and  negligence 
may  bring  upon  us  in  our  old  age.  1  must  beg 
that  you  will  join  with  me  in  your  g^od  advice 
upon  this  occasion,  and  you  will  for  ever  oblige 

^  Your  humble  servant, 

*  MELISSA.' 

*  SIR,  Piccadilly,  October  31,  1711. 

^  I  am  joined  in  wedlock,  for  my  sins,  to  one 
of  those  nllies  who  are  described  in  the  old  poet 
with  that  hard  name  you  gave  us  the  other  aay. 
SHie  has  a  flowing  mane^  and  a  skin. as  soft  as 
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silk;  but,  sir,  she  passes  half  her  life  at  her  glass, 
and  almost  ruins  me  in  ribands.  For  my  own 
part,  1  am  a  plain  handicraft  man,  and  in  danger 
of  breaking  oy  her  laziness  and  expensiveness. 
Pray,  master,  tell  me  in  your  next  paper,  whe- 
ther 1  may  not  expect  of  her  so  much  drudgery 
as  to  take  care  of  her  family,  and  to  curry  her  * 
hide  in  case  of  refusal. 

*  Your  loving  friend, 

*  BARNABT  BRITTLE.' 

*  MR.  SPECTATOR,        Cheapside^  October  30. 

*  1  am  mightily  pleased  with  the  humour  of  the 
cat;  be  so  kmd  as  to  enlarge  upon  that  subject 

<  Yours  till  death. 

'  JOSIAH  HENFECK.' 

•  p.  S.  You  must  know  I  am  married  to  a 
Grimalkin.' 

*  SIR,  TViapping,  October  31,  1711. 

*Ever  since  your  Spectator  of  Tuesday  last 
(No.  209,)  came  into  our  family,  my  husband  is 
pleased  to  call  me  his  Oceana,  because  the  fool- 
ish old  poet  that  you  have  translated,  says,  that 
the  souls  of  some  women  are  made  of  sea-water. 
This  it  seems,  has  encouraged  my  sauce-box  to 
be  witty  upon  me.     When  i  am  angry,  he  cries, 

*  Pr'ythee,  my  dear,  be  calm;'  when  1  chide  one 
of  my  servants,  *  Pr'ythee,  child,  do  not  bluster.' 
He  had  the  impudence  about  an  hour  ago  to  tell 
me,  that  he  was  a  sea-faring  man,  and  must  ex- 
pect to  divide  his  life  between  storm  and  sun- 
shine When  1  bestir  myself  with  any  spirit  in 
my  family,  it  is  high  sea  m  his  house;  ana  whe& 
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• 

I  sit  still  without  doing  any  thing,  his  affairs  for- 
sooth are  windbound.  When  1  ask  him  whe- 
ther it  rains,  he  makes  answer,  it  is  no  matter, 
so  that  it  be  fair  weather  within  doors.  In  shorl^ 
sir,  1  can  not  speak  my  mind  freely  to  him,  but 
1  either  swell  or  rage,  or  do  something  that  is  not 
fit  for  a  civil  woman  to  hear.  Pray,  Mr.  Spec- 
tator, since  you  are  so  sharp' upon  other  women, 
let  us  know  what  materials  your  wife  is  made  of, 
if  you  have  one.  I  suppose  you  would  make  us 
a  parcel  of  poor  spirited,  tame,  insipid  creatures: 
but,  sir,  I  would  nave  you  to  know,  we  have  as 
good  passions  in  us  as  yourself,  and  that  a  woman 
was  never  designed  to  be  a  milk-sop. 

*  MARTHA  TEMPEST.' 
ADDISON.  L. 


■<i-0®©-4)- 
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-Eripe  turpi 


Collajugo,  Itber,  liber  sum,  die  age Hor. 

-Loose  thy  neck  from  this  i^oble  chain. 


And  boldly  say  thou  'rt  free.  Ckeech. 

*MR.  SPECTATOR, 

*  1  NEVER  look  upon  my  dear  wife  but  I  think 
of  the  happiness  Sir  Roger  de  Coverley  enjoys  in 
having  such  a  friend  as  you  to  expose  in  proper 
colours  the  cruelty  and  perverseness  of  his  mis- 
tress. I  have  very  often  wished  j^ou  visited  in 
our  family,  and  were  acquainted  with  my  spouse; 
she  would  aflford  you,  for  some  months  at  least, 
matter  enough  for  one  Spectator  a  week.     Since 
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we  are  not  so  happy  as  to  be  of  your  acquaintance, 
give  me  leave  to  represent  to  you  our  present  cir- 
cumstances as  well  as  I  can  in  writin|i;.  You  are 
to  know  then  that  I  am  not  of  a  very  different 
constitution  from  Nathaniel  Henroost,  whom  you 
have  lately  recorded  in  your  speculations  (No. 
176);  and  have  a  wife  wni>  makes  a  more  tyran- 
nical use  of  the  knowledge  of  my  easy  temper 
than  that  lady  ever  pretended  to.  We  had  not 
been  a  month  married,  when  she  found  in  me  a 
certain  pain  to  pve  offence,  and  an  indolence  that 
made  me  bear  Tittle  inconveniences  rather  than 
dispute  about  them.  From  this  observation  it 
soon  came  to  that  pass,  that  if  I  offered  to  go 
abroad,  she  would  get  between  me  and  the  door, 
kiss  me,  and  say  she  could  not  part  with  me;  and 
then  down  again  1  sat.  In  a  day  or  two  after 
this  first  pleasant  step  towards  confining  me,  she 
declared  to  me,  that  1  was  all  the  world  to  her, 
and  she  thought  she  ought  to  be  all  the  world  to 
me.  If,  saia  she,  my  dear  loves  me  as  much  as 
I  love  him,  he  will  never  be  tired  of  my  compa- 
ny. This  declaration  was  followed  by  my  being 
denied  to  all  my  acquaintance;  and  it  very  soon 
came  to  that  pass,  that  to  give  an  answer  at  the 
door,  before  my  face,  the  servants  would  ask 
her  whether  I  was  within  or  not;  and: she  would 
answer,  no,  with  great  fondness,  and  tell  me  I 
was  a  good  dear.  1  will  not  enumerate  more  lit- 
tle circumstances  to  give  you  a  livelier  sense  of 
my  condition;  but  tell  you  in  general,  that  from 
such  steps  as  these  at  first,  I  now  live  the  life  of 
a  prisoner  of  state;  my  letters  are  opened,  and  1 
have  not  the  use  of  pen,  ink  and  paper^  but  in 
her  presence,    1  n^^ver  gp  abroad,,  except  she 
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sometimes  take  me  with  her  in  her  coach  to  take 
the  air,  if  it  may  be  called  so,  when  we  drive,  as 
we  generally  do,  with  the  glasses  up.  1  have 
overheard  my  servants  lament  my  condition;  but* 
they  dare  not  bring  me  messages  without  her 
knowledge,  because  they  doubt  my  resolution  to 
stand  by  them.  In  the  midst  of  this  insipid  way 
of  life,  an  old  acquaintance  of  mine,  Tom  Meg- 
got,  who  IS  a  favourite  with  her,  and  allowed  to 
visit  me  in  her  company,  because  he  sings  pret- 
tily, has  roused  me  to  rebel,  and  conveyed  his 
intelligence  to  me  in  the  following  manner.  My 
wife  is  a  great  pretender  to  music,  and  very  igno- 
rant of  it:  but  far  gone  in  the  Italian  taste.  Tom 
goes  to  Armstrong,  the  famous  fine  writer  of 
music,  and  desires  him  to  put  this  sentence  of 
Tullv  in  the  scale  of  an  Italian  air,  and  write  it 
out  for  my  spouse  from  him.  n^n  ille  mihi  liber 
cut  muher  imperat?  qui  leges  imponit^  prsR- 
scribit^jubety  vetat,  quod  videfur?  Qui  nihil 
imperanti  negare^  nihil  recusare  audet?  Pos- 
cit?  dandum  est.  Vocal?  veniendum.  Eji- 
cit?  abeundum.  Minitatur?  extimiscendum. 
"  Does  he  live  like  a  gentleman  who  is  command- 
ed by  a  woman?  he  to  whom  she  gives  law, 
grants  and  denies  what  she  pleases?  who  can  nei- 
tner  deny  her  any  thing  she  asks,  or  refuses  to 
do  any  thing  she  commands?** 

<  To  be  short,  my  wife  was  extremely  pleased 
with  it;  said  the  Italian  was  the  only  language  for 
music;  and  admired  how  wonderfully  tender  the 
sentiment  was,  and  how  pretty  the  accent  is  of 
that  language,  with  the  rest  that  is  said  by  rote 
on  that  occasion.  Mr.  Meggot  is  sent  for  to  sing 
this  air,  which  he  performs  with  mighty  applause* 
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and  my  wife  is  in  ecstacy  on  the  occasion,  and 

flad  to  find,  by  m^r  being  so  much  pleased,  that 
was  at  last  come  into  the  notion  ot  the  Italian; 
for,  said  she,  it  grows  upon  one,  when  one  once 
comes  to  know  a  little  of  the  language;  but  pray, 
Mr.  Meggot,  sing  again  those  notes,  Nihil  irn^ 
peranti  negarCf  nihil  recusare.  You  may  be- 
lieve I  was  not  a  little  delighted  with  my  friend 
Tom's  expedient  to  alarm  me»  and  in  obeaience  to 
his  summons  I  give  all  this  story  thus  at  large,  and 
1  am  resolved  whea  this  appears  in  the  Spectator^ 
to  declare  for  myself.  The  manner  of  the  insur- 
rection I  contrive  by  your  means,  which  «hall  be 
no  other  than  that  Tom  Meegot,  who  is  at  our 
tea-table  every  morning,  shalfread  it  to  us;  and 
if  my  dear  can  take  the  hint,  and  say  not  one 
word,  but  let  this  be  the  beginning  of  a  new  life, 
without  ferther  explanation,  it  is  very  well;  for 
as  soon  as  the  Spectator  is  read  out,  I  shall  with- 
out more  ado,  call  for  the  coach,  name  the  hour 
when  1  shall  be  at  home,  if  1  come  at  all;  if  I 
do  not,  they  may  go  to  dinner.  If  my  spouse 
only  swells  and  says  nothing,  Tom  and  Igo  out 
together,  and  all  is  well,  as  I  said  before;  out  if 
she  begins  to  command  or  expostulate,  you  shall, 
in  my  next  to  you,  receive  a  full  account  of  her 
resistance  and  submission;  for  submit  the  dear 
thing  must,  to,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humbly 
servant, 

*  Anthony  FkbbmAn-' 

'  P.  S.  I  hope  I  need  not  tell  you  that  I  desire 
this  may  be  in  your  very  next.'* 

STEELE.  T. 

*  This  subject  is  resumed  in  No*  216, 
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ik  good  intentiofi. 

It  is  the  great  art  and  secret  of  Christianity,  if 
I  may  use  that  phrase,  to  manage  om*  actions  to 
the  best  advantage,  and  direct  them  in  such  a 
manner  that  every  thing  we  do  may  turn  to  ac- 
count at  that  great  day,  when  every  thing  we 
have  done  will  be  set  bdfore  us. 

In  order  to  give  this  consideration  its  full 
weight,  we  may  cast  all  our  actions  under  the  di- 
vision of  such  as  are  in  themselves  either  good, 
evil,  or  indifferent.  If  we  divide  our  intentioioi 
after  the  same  manner,  and  consider  them  with 
regard  to  our  actions,  we  may  discover  that  great 
art  and  secret  of  religion  which  I  have  here  men- 
tioned. 

^  A  ^ood  intention,  joined  to  a  good  action, 
gives  it  its  proper  force  and  efficacy ;  joined  to  an 
evil  action,  extenuates  its  mal^nity,  and  in  some 
cases  may  take  it  wholly  away;  and  joined  to  an 
indifferent  action,  turns  it  to  a  virtue,  and  makes 
it  meritorious  as  far  as  human  actions  can  be  so. 

In  the  next  place,  to  consider  in  the  same  man- 
ner the  influence  of  an  evil  intention  upon  our 
actions.  An  evil  intention  perverts  the  best  of 
actions,  and  makes  them  in  reality  what  the  fa- 
thers, with  a  witty  kind  of  zeal,  have  termed  the 
virtues  of  the  heathen  world,  so  many  shining 
sins.  It  destroys  the  innocence  of  an  indiQerent 
action,  and  gives  an  evil  action  aU  possible  black 
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ness  and  horror;  or,  in  the  emphatical  language 
of  sacred  writ^  makes  sin  exceeding  sinfuZ   • 

Uy  in  the  last  place,  we  consider  the  nature  of 
an  indifferent  intention,  we  shall  find  that  it  de- 
stroys the  merit  of  a  good  action ;  abates,  but  never 
takes  away,  the  malignity  of  an  evii  action,  and 
leaves  an  indifferent  action  in  its  natural  state  of 
indifference. 

It  is  therefore  of  unspeakable  advantage  to  pos* 
^ss  our  minds  with  an  habitual  good  intention, 
and  to  aim  all  our  thoughts,  wordi^  and  actions,  at 
some  laudable  end,  whether  it  be  the  glory  of 
our  Maker,. the  good  of  mankind,  or  the  benefit 
of  our  own  soiilsw  :     •  . 

This  is  a  sort  of  thrift  or  good  husbandry  in 
moral  life,  which  does  not  throw  dway  any  sin- 
gle action,  but  makes  every  one'gaas>fara&itcikn. 
It  multiplies  the  means  of  salvation,  increases  the 
number  of  our  virtues,  and  diminishes  that  of  our 
vices. 

There  is  something  very  devout,  though  not 
solid  in  Acosta^s  answer  to  Limborch,  •  wno  ob- 
jects to  him  the  multiplicity  of  ceremonies  in 
the  Jewish  religion^  as  washings,  dresses,  meats, 
purgations,  ana  the  like.  The  reply  which  the 
Jew  makes  upon  this  ^occasion  is,  to  the  best  of 
my  remembrance,  as  follows:  *<  There  are  not 
duties  enough  (says  he]  in  the  essential  parts  of 
the  law  for  a  zealous  ana  active  obedience.  Time, 
place,  and  person,  are  requisite,  before  you  have 
an  opportunity  of  putting  a  moral  virtue  into 
practice.  We  have  therefore  (says  he)  enlarged 
the  sphere  of  our  duty,  and  made  many  things, 
whicn  are  in  themselves  indifferent,  a  part  of  our 
religion,  that  .we  may  have  more  occasions  of 
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showing  our  love  to  God,  and  in  all  the  circum- 
stances of  life  be  doing  something  to  please  him/' 

Monsieur  St.  Evremond  has  endeavoured  to 
palliate  the  superstitions  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
religion  with  the  same  kind  of  apology,  where  he 
pretends  to  consider  the  different  spirits  of  the 
I'apists  and  the  Calvinists  as  to  the  great  points 
wherein  they  disagree.  He  tells  us  that  the  for- 
mer are  actuated  by  love*  and  the  other  by  fear; 
and  that  in  their  expressions  of  duty  and  devotion 
towards  the  Supreme  Being,  the  former  seem 
particularly  careful  to  do  every  thing  which  may 
possibly  please  Him,  and  the  other  to  abstain  from 
every  thmg  which  may  possibly,  displease  Him. 

But  notwithstanding  this  plausible  reason  with 
which  both  the  Jew  and  the  Roman  Catholic 
woiild  excuse  their  respective  superstitions,  it  is 
certain  there  is  something  in  them  verv  pernicious 
to  mankind,  and  destructive  to  religion:  because 
the  injunction  of  superfluous  ceremonies  makes 
such  actions  duties,  as  were  before  indifferent,  and 
by  that  means  renders  religion  more  burdensome, 
and  difficult  than  it  is  in  its  own  nature,  betrays 
many  into  sins  of  omission  which  they  could  not 
otherwise  be  guilty  of,  and  fixes  the  minds  of  the 
vulgar  to  the  shadowy  unessential  points,  instead 
of  the  more  weighty  and  more  important  matters 
of  the  law. 

This  zealous  and  active  obedience^,  however, 
takes  place  in  the  great  point  we  are  recommend- 
ing, for  if,  instead  of  prescribing  to  ourselves  indif- 
ferent actions  as  duties,  we  apply  a  good  intention 
to  all  our  most  indifferent  actions,  we  make  our 
very  existence  one  continued  act  of  obedience,  we 
turn  our  diversions  and  amusements  to  our  eter- 
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nal  advantage,  and  are  pleading  Hhn  (whom  we 
are  made  to  pleaise)  in  all  the  cireumstanees  and 
occurrences  of  life. 

It  is  this  excellen^t  frame  of  mind,  this  holy  of' 
Jiciousness^  (if  1  may  be  allowed  to  eall  it  such,) 
which  is  recommended  to  ua  by  the  apostle  in  that 
ancommon  precept,  wherein  he  directs  us  to  pro- 
pose to  ourselves  the  glory  of  our  Creator  in  all 
our  most  indifferent  actions,^  Whether  we  eat  or 
drink,  or  whatsoever  we  do.* 

A  person  therefore  who  is  possessed  with  such 
an  haoitual  good  intention  as  that  which  I  have 
been  here  speaking  of,  enters  upon  no  single  cir- 
cumstance of  life,  without  considering  it  as  well- 
pleasing  to  the  great  Author  of  his  heiDg,,  con- 
formable to  the  dictates  of  reason,  suitaiile  to 
human  nature  in  general,  or  to  that  particular 
station  in  which  Providence  has  placed  him.  He 
lives  in  a  perpetual  sense  of  the  Divine  Presence, 
regards  himself  as  acting  in  the  wh^le  course  oi 
his  existence,  under  the  observation  and  inspec- 
tion of  that  Being  who  is  privy  to  all  his  motions 
and  all  his  thoujghts^  who  knows  his  <  downsitr 
ting  and  his  uprising,  who  is  about  his  pstih,  and 
about  his  bed,  and  spieth  out  aJl  his  wars.'*  In 
a  word,  he  remembers  that  the  ey6  of  his  Jodgo 
is  always  upon  him,  and  in  every  action  he  re- 
flects that  he  is  doing  what  is  commandedl  or  al- 
lowed by  him  who  will  hereafter  either  reward 
or  punish  it.     This  was  the  chatacter  of  those 

^  Psalm  cxxxix.  2,  3. — ^We  may  here  observOy  once  for 
all,  that  the  Spectator  seems  g^erally  to  have  quoted  by 
memory^  whether  from  scriptural  or  profane  writers:  u 
compared  with  the  books  themselves,  his  quotations-  wSY 
be  found  always  substantiafly,  but  not  retfMjp  correct 
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hol^  men  of  old^  who,  in  that  beautifql  phrase  of 
«cnpture,  are  said  to  have  ^  walked  with  God.' 

When  I  employ  myself  upon  a  paper  of  mo- 
rality, I  generally  consider  now  1  may  recom- 
mend the  particular  virtue  which  I  treat  of,  by 
the  precepts  or  examples  of  the  ancient  heathens; 
by  that  means,  if  possible,  to  shame  those  who 
have  greater  advantages  of  knowing  their  duty, 
and  therefore  greater  obligations  to  perform  it, 
into  a  better  course  of  life:  besides  that  many 
among  us  are  unreasonably  disposed  to  give  a 
fairer  liearin^  to  a  Pagan  philosopher  than  to  a 
Christian  writer. 

I  shall  therefore  produce  an  instance  of  this 
excellent  frame  of  mind,  in  a  speech  of  Socrates, 
which  is  quoted  by  Gr^smusi.  This  ^great  phi* 
losopher,  on  the  day  of  his  execu-tion,  %  little  be^ 

fore  the  draught  ot  poison  was  brougM  ^  him. 
entertaining  nis  friends  with  a  discourse  on  ike 
immortality  of  the  soul,  has  these  words:  ^Whe-r 
ther  or  no  God  will  approve  of  my  actions,  I 
know  not;  but  this  I  am  sure  of,  that  I  have  at 
all  times  made  it  my  endeavour  to  please  him, 
and  I  have  a  good  hope  that  this  my  endeavour 
will  be  accepted  by  him.'  We  find  in  these  words 
of  that  great  man,  the  habitual  good  intention 
which  I  would  here  inculcate,  ^nd  with  which 
that  divine  philosopher  always  dieted.  I  shall 
only  add,  that  ISrasmus,  who  was  an  unbigoted 
(Roman  Catholic,  was  so  mu^h  transported  with 
this  passa^  of  Socrates,  tliat  he  coula  scarce  for- 
bear looking  upon  him  as  a  saint,  and  desirins 
him  to  pray  for  him:  or,  as  that  ingenious  and 
learned  writer  has  eiqtressed  ;bims^n  in  a  much 
more  lively  manner:  <  When  I  ,r^eot  on  such  a 
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speech  pronounced  by  such  a  person,  1  can  scarce 
forbear  crying  out,  Sancle  Socrates,  or  a  pro 
nobis:  0  holy  Socrates,  pray  for  us.' 

ADDISON.  L. 
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Perierunt  tempora  bngi 

Servitii Jut.  Sat. 

.  A  long  depeixdence  in  an  hour  is  lost.    Drtden. 

1  DID  some  time  ago  lay  before  the  world  the 
unhappy  condition  of  the  trading  part  of  man- 
kmd  who  suffer  by  want  of  punctualitv  in  the 
dealings  of  persons  above  them;  but  there  is  a 
Bet  of  men  who  are  much  more  the  objects  of 
compassion  than  even  those,  and  these  are  the 
dependants  on  great  men,  whom  they  ar^  pleased 
to  take  under  their  protection  as  such  as  are  to 
share  in  their  friendship  and  favour.  These  in- 
deed, as  well  from  the  homage  that  is  accepted 
from  them,  as  the  hopes  which  are  given  to  them, 
are  become  a  sort  of  creditors;  and  these  debts, 
bemg.  debts  of  honour,  ought,  according  to  the 
accustomed  maxim,  to  ht  first  discharged. 

When  1  speak  of  dependants,  1  would  not  be 
understood  to  mean  those  wha  are  worthless  in 
themselves,  or  who,  without  any  call,  will  press 
into  the  company  of  their  betters.  Nor  when  I 
speak  of  patrons,  do  1  mean  those  who  either 
have  it  not  in  their  power,  or  have  ho  obligation 
to  assist  their  friends;  but  1  speak  of  such  leagues 
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where  there  is  power  and  ohligatioa  on  the  one 
part,  and  merit  and  expectation  on  the  other. 

The  division  of  patron  and  client,  may,  I  believe, 
include  a  third  ot  our  nation:  the  want  of  merit 
and  real  worth  in  the  client  will  strike  out  about 
ninetj-nine  in  a  hundred  of  these;  and  the  want 
of  ability  in  patrons,  as  many  of  that  kind.  But, 
however,  1  must  beg  leave  to  say,  that  he  who 
will  take  up  another's  time  and  fortune  in  his  ser- 
vice, though  he  has  no  prospect  of  rewarding  his 
merit  towards  him,  is  as  unjust  in  his  dealings  as 
he  who  takes  up  goods  of  a  tradesman  without 
intention  or  ability  to  pay  him.  Of  the  few  of 
the  class  which  1  think  fit  to  consider,  there  are 
nottwo  in  ten  who  succeed:  insomuch  that  I  know 
a  man  of  good  sense  who  put  his  son  to  a  black- 
smith, though  an  offer  was  made  him  of  his  being 
received  as  a  page  to  a  man  of  quality.  *    There 

*  As  the  keeping  of  pages  was  a  piece  of  state  that  seems 
now  to  be  disused  by  our  nobility,  a  short  account  of  this 
diminutiye  order  of  attendants  may  not  be  unacceptable. 
They  were  generally  the  sons  of  the  inferior  gentry,  who 
were  taken  very  young  into  the  families  of  their  lords, 
where  they  were  considered  upon  a  very  reputable  footing. 
They  wore  a  livery  of  the  same  colours  as  the  footmen, 
but  of  richer  materials:  as  gold  and  silver  lace,  where  the 
others  had  worsted;  silk  instead  of  cloth,  &c.  They  were 
the  immediate  attendants  on  their  lord's  person,  to  whom 
they  delivered  all  letters  and  messages;  no  inferior  servant 
being  suffered  to  approach  him;  at  table  they  stood  behind 
his  chair,  and  presented  him  with  the  cup,  plate,  &c.  which 
they  received  at  the  hands  of  the  footman.  In  return,  their 
lord  took  care  of  their  education;  and  when  they  g^ew  up 
towards  manhood  (at  wluch  time  they  were  supposed  to  be 
superannuated  for  this  office)  he  was  expected  to  provide 
for  them  genteelly. 
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are  not  more  cripples  come  out  of  the  wars  than 
there  are  from  those  great  services;  some  through 
discontent  lose  their  speech,  some  their  memo- 
ries, others  their  senses  or  their  lives;  and  1  sel- 
dom see  a  man  thoroughly  discontented,  but  1 
conclude  he  has  had  the  favour  of  some  great  man. 
I  have  known  of  such  as  have  been  for  twenty 
years  together  within  a  month  of  a  good  employ- 
ment, but  never  arrived  at  the  happiness  of  be- 
ing possessed  of  any  thing. 

There  is  nothing  more  ordinary  than  that  a  man 
who  has  got  into  a  considerable  station  shall  im- 
mediately alter  his  manner  of  treating  all  his 
friends,  and  from  that  moment  he  is  to  deal  with 
you  as  if  he  were  your  fate.  You  are  no  longer 
to  be  consulted,  even  in  matters  which  concern 
yourself;  but  your  patron  is  of  a  species  above 
vou,  and  a  free  communication  with  you  is  not  to 
be  expected.  This  perhaps  may  be  your  condi- 
tion all  the  while  he  bears  office;  and  when  that 
is  at  an  end,  you  are  as  intimate  as  ever  you  were, 
and  he  will  take  it  very  ill  if  you  keep  the  dis- 
tance he  prescribed  you  toward  him  in  his  gran- 
deur. One  would  think  this  should  be  a  beha- 
viour a  man  could  fall  into  with  the  worst  grace 
imaginable;  but  they  who  know  the  world  nave 
seen  it  more  than  once.  1  have  often,  with 
secret  pity,  heard  the  same  man  who  has  pro- 
fessed nis  abhorrence  against  all  kind  of  passive 
behaviour,  lose  minutes,  hours,  days  and  years, 
m  a  fruitless  attendance  on  one  who  had  no  in- 
clination to  befriend  him.  It  is  very  much  to  be 
regretted,  that  the  great  have  one  particular  pri- 
vilege above  the  rest  of  the  world,  of  being  slow 
in  receiving  impressions  of  kindness,  and  quick 
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in  taking  offence.  The  elevation  above  the  rest 
of  mankind,  except  in  very  great  minds,  makes 
men  so  giddy,  that  they  do  not  see  after  the  same 
manner  they  did  before:  thus  thev  despise  their 
old  friends,  and  strive  to  extend  their  interest  to 
new  pretenders.  By  this  means  it  often  hap- 
pens, that  when  you  come  to  know  how  you  lost 
such  an  employment,  you  will  find  the  man  who 
got  it  never  dreamed  of  it:  but  forsooth,  he  was 
to  be  surprised  into  it,  or  perhaps  solicited  to  re- 
ceive it.  Upon  such  occasions  as  these,  a  man 
may  perhaps  grow  out  of  humour;  if  you  are  so, 
all  mankind  will  fall  in  with  the  patron,  and  you 
are  an  humorist  and  untractable  if  you  are  capa- 
ble of  being  sour  at  a  disappointment:  but  it  is 
the  same  thing  whether  you  do  or  do  not  resent 
ill-usage,  you  will  be  used  after  the  same  man- 
ner; as  some  good  mothers  will  be  sure  to  whip 
their  children  till  they  cry,  and  then  whip  them 
for  crying. 

There  are  but  two  ways  of  doing  any  thing 
with  great  people,  and  those,  are  bv  making  your- 
self either  considerable  or  agreeable:  the  former 
is  not  to  be  attained  but  by  finding  a  way  to  live 
without  them,  or  concealing  that  you  want  them; 
the  latter  is  only  by  falling  into  their  taste  and 
pleasures.  This  is  of  all  the  employments  in  the 
world  the  most  servile,  except  it  happens  to  be 
of  your  own  natural  humour:  for  to  be  agreeable 
to  another,  especially  if  he  be  above  you,  is  not 
to  be  possessed  of  such  qualities  and  accomplish- 
ments as  should  render  you  agreeable  in  your- 
self, but  such  as  make  you  agreeable  in  respect 

to  him.     An  imitation  of  his  laults,  or  a  compli- 
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ance,  if  not  subservience  to  his  vices^  must  be  the 
measure  of  your  conduct. 

When  it  comes  to  that,  the  unnatural  state  a 
man  lives  in,  when  his  patron  pleases,  is  ended; 
and  his  guilt  and  complaisance  are  objected  to 
him,  though  the  man  who  rejects  him  for  his 
vices  was  not  only  his  partner,  but  seducer.  Thus 
the  client  (like  a  young  woman  who  has  given 
up  the  innocence  which  made  her  charming)  has 
not  only  lost  his  time,  but  also  the  virtue  which 
could  render  him  capable  of  resenting  the  injury 
which  is  done  him. 

It  would  be  endless  to  recount  the  tricks  of 
turning  you  off  from  themselves  to  persons  who 
have  less  power  to  serve  you,  the  art  of  being 
sorry  for  such  an  unaccountable  accident  in  your 
behaviour,  that  such  an  one,  (who,  perhaps,  has 
never  heard  of  you)  opposes  your  aavancement; 
and  if  you  have  any  th^n^  more  than  ordinary  in 
you,  you  are  flattered  with  a  whisper,  that  it  is 
no  wonder  people  are  so  slow  in  doing  for  a  man 
of  your  talents,  and  the  like. 

After  all  this  treatment,  I  must  still  add  the 
pleasantest  insolence  of  all,  which  I  have  once 
or  twice  seen,  to  wit,  that  when  a  silly  rogue  has 
thrown  away. one  part  in  three  of  his  life  in  un- 
profitable attendance,  it  is  taken  wonderfully  ill 
that  he  withdraws,  and  is  resolved  to  employ  the 
rest  for  himself. 

When  we  consider  these  things,  and  reflect 
upon  so  many  honest  natures  (which  one,  who 
makes  observation  of  what  passes,  may  have 
seen)  that  have  miscarried  by  such  sort  of  appli- 
cations, it  is  too  melancholy  a  scene  to  dwell 
upon;  tiierefore  I  shall  take  another  opportunity 
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to  discourse  of  eood  patrons,  and  distinguish  such 
as  have  done  their  duty  to  those  who  have  de- 
pended upon  them,  and  were  not  able  to  act 
without  their  favour.  Worthy  patrons  are  like 
Plato's  guardian  angels,  who  are  always  doing 
good  to  their  wards;  but  negligent  patrons  are 
nke  Epicurus's  gods,  that  lie  lolling  on  the  clouds, 
and,  instead  of  blessings,  pour  down  storms  ana 
tempests  on  the  heads  of  those  that  are  o£fering 
incense  to  them.* 

STEELE.  T. 


•  The  Spectator  has  not  justly  represented  here  the 
gods  of  Epicurus:  they  were  supposed  to  be  indolent  and 
uninterested  in  the  amurs  of  men,  but  not  malignant  of 
cruel  beings. 
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